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INTRODUCTION, 

ADVERTISEMENT  TO  THE  PUBLIC, 
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The  ^gtrgrftyEdition  of  ^'  TliinksJ-to- 
myself^  being  called  for  within  nine  months. 
ft  om  the  publication  of  the  Jirst,  it  is  become 
almost  necessary  that  the  Author  should  return 
his  thanks  to  the  Public  for  theiii  very  favour- 
able reception  of  it,  and  for  ihid  countenances . 
they  have  given  to  it 

Therefore^  gekkrous  public!  I  do 
l^ereby  most  cordially,  most  gratefully,  most 
unfe^ne^ty,  most  sincerely,  and  most  humbly 
thank  you  (ai^  the  honour  conferred  upon  m^ : 
^ery  much  adiiiiring  your  reiined  taste,  criticat 
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acumen^   clear    dijcemment^    and    excellent 
judgment. 

You  have  indeed  been  so  very  kind,  and 
have  afforded  -me  so  great  encouragement, 
unseen  and  4inknown^  that  you  appear  almost 
entitled  to  my  very  iitniost  confidence,  and  to 
have  a  regular  claim  to  be  informed  xcho  I 
really  nm ;  for  I  find  from  the  communications 
of  many  correspondents  that  they  have  been 
disHpiwinted  in  looking  for  me  (as  I  advise  in 
my  book)  in  the  Peerages  and  Court  Ca- 
lendar; and  that  in  fact,  and  to  speak  tknn 
plain  truth,  no  such  Peers  are  to  be  found,  as 
either  Lord  Taif-and^Tumbhi  or  Lord  K//- 
gantock  ;  iH)r  of  course  any  intimation  of  their 
ubode  and  family. 

Who  then-,  can  I  be  ? — 

If  I  should  pretend  to  '^  know  mi/  self^* 
nobody,  1  am  confident,  would  give  .ipe  cre- 
dit;  it  Moidd  be  entirely  contrary  to  all  ex- 
perience and  all  expectation,  whether  «n. 
jtieut  or  ino<lern,  Pagmi  or  Christian.    I4h^ 
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leave,'  therefore,  to  declare  at  once,    that  1 
positively  disclaim  all  such  pretensions  ;    nay» 
1  must  affirm)  that  I  do  not  know  myself,^  if 
the  present  book,  which  is  tindoubtcdiy  all  of 
my  o\vn  writing>  be  really  so  clever,  droH,  and 
ingenious)  as  some,  even  of  the  Reviewers, 
have  pronounced  it  to  be.     I  am  not  aware^ 
that  I  am  half  so  comical  as  sooiB  persons 
fancy  me  to  bcj  «ad  I  am  very  cert*; in,  that  I 
«in  not  half  no  severe,  as  a  Few  others>  of  whose 
biriclures  I  lia^e   been  iiifonned,  are  inclined 
to  think  me — at  all  events,   I  cannot  well  be 
toth  dull  and  ckn-er  too ;    and  y^t  I  know, 
from  indisputable  an thorily,.  that  while  8ort^e 
We  asserted   thi^  to  be  a  performance  truly 
i:Omic  and  ludicrous,   certain  other  persona> 
VI  bom  I  could  imnie,  luive  op^ly  and  publicly 
declared  it  te  be,  as  stupid  a  book  as  ever  tbev 
read  in  their  lives.     I  take  comfort  fiom  the 
old  and  homely  proverb,    ^*  The  proof  of  the 
pudding  is  in  the  eating  i^   the  Public  have 
taten  already  four  thousand  tveio  hundred  and 
fifty  of  my  puddings,  and  as  they  still  cajl  out 
for  more,  i  hope  they  have  not  disagreed  wHlK 
Ujvir  stomachs,  nor  offeirded  their  palates. 
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Millie  it  remains,  however,  a  mystery  to  tlie 
^'oi'ld  in  general^  who  I  sun,  I  can  safely  say^ 
c  It  is  become  a  greater  mystery  than  ever  to 

^  myself^  to  declare  what  I  am.  Some,  I  find, 
think  me  wise;  some  think  me  very  foolish-; 
some  think  me  bright ;  some  very  dull ;  some 
that  I  am  fair  and  candid  in  my  satire ;  other^^ 
that  I  am  extremely  severe  and  cruel. 

In  the  mean  while,  I  have  heard  the  book 
assigned  to  divers  persons ;  to  some  whom  I 
know,  and  to  some  whom  I  do  not  know.  In 
llie  ill  St  place,  I  have  heard  it  attributed  to 
.  *  Mr.  Owen,  the  Author  of  *'  17te  Fashionable 
JVorld  displayed ;^  of  this  compliment  to  my 
genius,  talents,  and  principlt^,  I  beg  that  re- 
verend and  mo|t  respectable  writer  (if  he  ever 
chance  to  meet  with  this  Preface)  to  believe, 
that  I  have  secretly  and  silently  been  extremely 
proud.  1  care  not  who  fancies  me  to  be  such 
a  man  as  Mr.  Owen.  •     . 


# 


I  have  heard  it  given  to  Mr.  Beresford,  the 
author  of  the  '^  Miseries  of  Human  Life."* 
With  this  Geatleman  I  have  th^  pleasure  of 
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kinglntJinately  dcquaioted^  and  a  merrier  mail 
I  know  nor where;-  as  his  fuf^ppif  display  of 
imman  woes  alUided  to^  may  lead  any  |)er80ii 
to  suppose.  ^I  have  no  reason  to  think  he 
has  found  me  out>  but  as  he  happens  to  be,  ^ 
to  ray  certain  knowledge^  not  only  merry  but 
wise  too^  I  trust  he  also  will  do  ine  the  justice 
to  believe^  that  it  has .  been  equally  a  matter 
of  surprize  to  nie^  to  be  mistaken  fox  him; 
'  andj  if  he  ever  should  write  upon  tlie  delights 
lof  human  iife^  he  has  my  particular  leave  to 
put  thii  down  among  the  pleasures  of  autlior* 
ship. 

I  have  heard  it  attributed  to  two  Genllemen  . 
of  the  same  name.     I  believe  1  am  right  in 
adding,  to  Mr.  Robert  Nares,  and  Mr.  £«/- 
'  tMird  Nares.    Hie  fi^rmer  Gentleman  is  also 
of  my  acquaintance,  and  [  respect  him  highly  ; 
so  highly,  that  I  must  candidly  cunfesys^  that  I 
believe  him   to  be,  every  hour  of  bis  U(e^ 
more  importantly  engaged  than  in  the  fabri«» 
cation  of  ^uch  trifles ;   besides,  he  is  an  Arch* 
deacon,  and  one  would  hope,  that  th^  dig-*^ 
nity  ef  his  station  might  well.^vert  from  him, 
liU  suspicion  of  such  an  employment  ^  thought 
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I  ve/Hy  beliefe  tbat'he  is  eapable  of  kugliiiig^ 
as  opportuoely^  and  of  thinking  to  a^  mttch  pur* 
pose,  as  any-body  in  the  world.  It  is  a  matter 
of  absolute  htt  I)owever  (h$  I  apprehend)^ 
that  he  Aas  been  accused  of  being  the  author^ 
aiid  that  he  has  publicly  disavowed  it  m  the 
following  notification  which  I  read  in  otie  6f 
the  Montbljr  Registers  :  ''  We  can  assure  ovtr 
facetious  correspondent  Wits^end^  thatt,  as  fi»r 
as  our  iniForraation  goes, ''  Thinks-l-to-myself  ** 
V'as  riot  written  either  by  a  Deacon  or  an 
^/"riyeKrcon;  he  mayfind  a  hint  perhaps  iu 
Ferrarius  "  de  incognitis/' 

Of  the  fatter  Geutlemah,  Mr.  Edtbard 
Nares^  I  have  but  very  littl^  to  say^  having 
(as  1  can  most  safely  alQSrm)  never  had  the  ho- 
oour  o{  being  mtroduced  to  him ;  having  never 
so  much  as  once  met  him  in  all  my  life ;  qf  r' 
ever  corresponded  with  him.  How  he  cime 
to  be  suspected  of  being  the  author  I  am  • 
wholly  at  a  loss  to  say:  I  srm  acquainted  with 
soaie  wcM'ks  which  bear  his  narae^  written  in 
ja  style  so  different,  that  any  body,  one  would 
fiiink,  would  ;aGquit  him  of  such  levities,  I 
have,  however,  great  reason  to  believe  that  ho 
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it- a  firm  fineod  to  the  ConsliMion  hottr^irf' 
Cfaarcb  and  State,  as  welt  as  to  the  House  ^f 
Brumpaicb)    and  m>  far  we  ai«  certainly  m 

I  have  heard  it  assigned  to  a  person  least  ol 
all    perhaps    likely   to    be  the  real  author  •  - 
tboii^  there  is  certainly  no  saying,  to  v^hat.he 
ipiglil'  f|Qt  apply  his  vory  e^traardinary  and 
SHdtiArioiis  |alents-*-I  have  been,  credibly  iiv*  . 
fermed  that  a  \rager  wiis  once  iaiid  that  fh^. 
hook  was  mttea.  by  Loup  ^BsuiKc !  I  re*.    , 
]mt$  the  fact  as  I  beard  it^  Lord  Erskine  th^; 
mriter  of  a  Bovd ! ! !  !-^Apy  body  « ill  idlow,. 
that  1  may  be  proud  of  thi^  compliment,  and^ 
ao  I  am"— and  haj^inio  the  bai^ain.    Finite 
becaoMj  if  there  were  really  no- wit  at  all  in  \t^ 
his  liiNrdship  would  be  decidedly  the  last  m&m 
in  the  whole  world  to  be  suspected ;    and  se* 
condly^  because  the  good  nature  and  Hberatity 
*   of  that  noble  and  learned  Lord  are  notoriously, 
aucb^  that  whoever  could  suppose  it  to  pro- 
ceed  from  his  pea,  must  certainly  have  found;^ 
in  tlie  book  no  marks  of  malevolence  or  per-  ^\ 
sonal  spite ;  no  wanton  aJbuse  of  the  age ;  nd( 
unfair  satire* 
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Thus  far  as  to  the  supposed  authors.  It 
may  be  perhaps  proper  to  add^  that  I  have  po- 
'AJtively  never  once  heard  it  attributed  to  any 
of  the  Cabinet  Council^  or  Bench  of  Bishops  ; 
to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London^  or  to  Lucien 
Bonaparte. 

As  then  I  cannot  undertake  even  yet  to  tell 
you  by  whom,  or  even  by  Mhat  sort  of  beings 
the  book  was  really  written,  (for  so  diiSei^ent 
does  it  appear  to  me  now,  to  what  it  did,  when 
it  first  went  out  of  my  hands,  that  I  can 
scarcely  persuade  myself  at  times,  that  I  really 
did  write  it^)  yet  if  it  be  so^  I  am  very  willing 
to  inform  you,  as  for  as  I  am  able  to  do  it," 
exactly  hozi)  it  was  written  ;  for  this,  in  my  own 
estimation,  requires  some  notice  and  expla- 
nation. 

I  do  therefore  positively  assure  you,  that  the 
original  story  m  as  all  written  in  the  short  space 
of  ten  days,  without  the  smallest  view  to  pub- 
lication I  with  so  little  plan,  design,  or  preme- 
ditation, that  the  ink  could  not  flow  more 
freely  and  uninterruptedly  from  my  pen,  than 
;!ie  thoughts  and  ideas  did  from  my  brain  ;  tsa 
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toat  \i'tioev.eF  has^  in  th^  ficst  pface^  fancied  tbcy 
.have  discQvered  in  it  the  portraiture  of  any 
particular  personsj  are  wonderfully  mistaken- 
I  can  solemnly  say^  I  do  not  myself  know 
either  Mrs,  Twkt,  or  Mrs.  Fidget.  If  I  have- 
ever  seen  such  characters^  I  forget  now  where  it 
ivas ;.  if  any  body  ever  meetis  with  those  ladies^ 
I  caiinot  help  it ;  I  meant  nothing  personal  m 
bringing  them  forward.  I  never  set  my  foot 
in  Nicotium  Castle  in  my  life^  and  do-  not 
really  live  at  Grumblethorpe>  as  the  book  pre*- 
tenda^  and  therefore  not  in  Mrs.  FidgeC's 
neiglibouihood*  ^   / 

In  the  second  place^  if  any  body  has  ex- 
pected to  find  in  the  work^  such  an  order  and 
arrangement  of  events^  as  might  be  deemed 
critically  correct^  and  according  to  the  strict 
rules  of  art^  I  am  very  certain  they  must  have 
been  greatly  disappointed^  since  nothing  could' 
be  farther  from  my  thpughts  and  aim  while  I 
was  wriiing.  it.  That  some  of  my  readers  have 
been  so  disappointed'  I  have  reason  to  con- 
clude from  the  strictures  of  the  Critics,  I. 
mean  the  Reviewers;  almost  all  of  whoib^,. 
much   to  their  credit,   have  discovered  inr  it 
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great  ^mptoms  of  haste,  carelessnei^j  and 
vant  of  arrangement,  wbicfa  indeed,  were  they 
not  to  Ibe  detected  in  suck  a  composition,  I 
abould  scarcely  dare  to  own  the  bodk  at  aB, 
for  i  sbould  be  morally  certain  that  it  confd 
not  well  be  mine,  so  apt  am  I  in  common  to 
forget  all  the  rigid  rules  of  art,  when  I  merely 
seek  to  express  some  particular  feeling  or  sen« 
timent.  The  Monthly  Reviewers  have  parti* 
cularly  charged  me  with  inconsistencies,  and 
other  lapses  of  the  above  nature. 
.  Tiie  same  able  Critics  have  also,  it  seems^ 
found  out,  that  "  some  of  the  Poms  are  very 
indifferent*^* — So  they  are ;  I  know  it  as  well 
as  ttiey ;  but  they  contahi  seutimetits  which  1 
wished  to  propagate ;  and  I  should  have 
heaped  inconsistency  upon  inconsistency,  hstd 
1  made  a  Clodpoh  write  belter.  Wliether  my 
true  character  is  io  be  found  uildeir  the  title 
Ciodpoie,  1  shall  ndt  prietend  to  say ;  but  thai 
is  my  cbaracter  ill  the  hook;  ahd  I  believe 
they  will  find/* that  not  one  of  the  Poems  is 
ostentatiously  obtruded  upon  the  public^  ^s  any 
mighty  tffort  of  taste  or  genius.  If  in  fact^ 
and  M^er  all>  I  should  219^  be^  in  my  real  chur- 
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nctcr  of  the  Clodptde  race,  the  Refiewers 
ca&aot  know  but  that  privately  I  am  e  poet  of 
the  first  atamp-^pcarbaps  the  Apollo  of  t)ie 
age.  I  only  maintain^  9$  the  book  itself  says, 
that  these  poems  are  tolisrably  good  for  a- 
Clodpokj  «iicl  that  they  are  left  to  every 
lea^d^'B  private  yj^^i^  and  wUity.  See  voL. 
L  p.  179.    6tb  etfit* 

The  Editora  of  the  British  Critic^  in  re- 
viewing  my  book,  seem-  to  make  sure  that 
they  havt  discovered  me,  and  ai^e  pleased 
to  tell  Uie  public,  that  '^  whoever  knows 
tbe  person  they  suppose  to  be  the  Author, 
win  be  little  surprised  to  ,find  on  paper  the 
reflection  of  that  natural  and  unaffected 
li»mour^  M'bich  has  always  rendered  him  a 
favourite  in  the  social  circle.''  Gentlemt;n, 
I  hope  YOU  do  know  me;  I  hope  you 
hate  found  me  out;.  I  am  very  much  ob- 
liged to  you  indeed ;:  and  shall  be  happy  to 
see  any  of  you  to  dinner,  any  day  you  will 
pkase  to.  appoint:,  you  know  where  1  live  of 
course. 

It  .plcasea  vie  much  €0  see  that  some  of 
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-the  Reiiewers  praise  the  very  parts  I  have 
heard  found  fault  vvith^  while  others  find  fault 
with  ^he  very  parts  I  hiive  heard  commended. 
Now  it  is  so  very  natural^  as  to  be  the  very 
easiest  thing  in  the  world,  to  persuade  myself^ 
that  in  the  ^rs^  instance^  the  Reviexvers  are 
rights  and  in  the  last  the  pttblic.  And  thus^ 
though .  I  am  by  constitutidn  terribly  touchy^ 
being  all  nerves  from  head  to  foot,  I  manage 
to  reconcile  matters,  and  to  go  to  bed  every 
night  in  good  humour,  with  onfe  party  at 
least. 

Some  fine  ladies,  and  fine  gentlemen,  have 
not  been  pleased  I  know,  with  what  I  have 
inserted  in  the  2d  Vol.,  concerning  the  nurs- 
ing of  children ;  yet  the  benevolent  Editor  of 
the  Universal  Magazine  has  judged  this  part 
important  enough  to  be  particularly  selected 
'ds  a  specimen  of  the  author's  good  intentions, 
and  of  the  utility  of  his  observations.  If  any 
persons  of  respectabjlty,  however,  are  really 
tired  of  it,  I  will  willingly  cut  it  out,  and  they  . 
shall  not  be 'pestered  with  it  again^  that  is  to 
say,  in  any  of  the  next  hundred  editions  that 
au  soon  to  appear.  I  will  also  uadeitake  to 
6 
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omit  any  oUier  parts  that  give  sny  just  offence f 
•tmly  pray  let  the  work  go  on,  because  as*  I 
ceuld  get  not  one  of  the  booksellers  to  buy  it, 
I  shall  possibly  reap  considerable  profit  in  the 
end,  if  it  proceeds  as  it  has  done;  and  why 
it  should  not  I  do  not  know,  any  more  than 
I  know  why  it  should;  two  points  1  still  mos^t 
humbly  submit  to  be  settled,  determined,  and 
adjusted  by  the 'Public  at  large.     The  book* 
sellers  were  not  to  blame  for  not  buying  it> 
for  how  could  they  have  ever  guessed  that  it 
1^'ould  have  bad  such   a   run?  I  am   sure  I 
never  expected  it  myself;  so  that  they  missed 
an   excellent  bargain,  for  I  should  have  sold 
it  for  a  song.     In  fact  after  it  .was  written^ 
It  literally  lay  for  at  least  eight  months  among 
my  loose  papers,  unthought  of,  and  unmeddled 
with,  and  would,  I  am  almost  certain,  have 
never  been  sent  to  the  press,  but  for  the  per- 
suasion>  (and  request  almost,)  of  a  very  wor- 
thy and  valuable  female  friend  and  neighbour^^ 
in  whose  judgment  I  had  the  highest  reason 
to  place  a  cdhfidence*,  but  who,  I  grieve  to 
record  it,  did  not  live  to  witness  the  success- it 
(las.  obtained^— < 
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But  to  return  to  the  Reviewers  and  Critics 
of  ail  denomiimtioDs — 

Great  objections  bave  been  made^  and  from 
respectable  quarters^  (see  the  Monthly  R^^ 
view,  and  tbe  public  paper  called   the*  N'u^ 
tioHid  JdvisfT,  Dec    14— td>  18U.)     To 
the  too  frequent  nirentioD  of  the  humpi'ngs  e€ 
tlie  hero  Mr.  Derinoat's  hea$t. — I  actually 
think  myself  it  does  bump  too  mueli>  but  then 
I  know  that  some,  of  xny  younger  readers  have 
thought  that  it  does  not  bum  p  enough  •    There- 
fore what  am  I  to  do  ?  >vho  knows  but  my  own> 
heart  may  have  bumped  too  miicb  iu  its  pro- 
gress   through    life?   where  was  I  io  find  a 
standard  i  indeed  I  am  »pt  to  think  that  no- 
thing would  be  more  difficult  than  to  pretend' 
to  determine^,  from,  the  pmate  feelings  of  any 
individuali  how  many  times  a  lover's  heart  may 
.  reasonably  be  expected  to  bujBp  (or  palpitate 
Mthich  is  a  &r  more  elegant'  and  sentimental 
word)  in  any  given  time;  perhaps  Amj  Mn 
Beviewer»^  you  really  know  nothing,  of  the  , 
matter. 

You  observe  fcrther '  however^  opon^  itht* 
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lam6  pointy  that  '^  die  reasoning  this 
Hon,  (viz.  the  humping^)  iiita  a  malady  is  too 
broad  a  borles^e  for  the  rest  of  the  work."— - 
I  do  not  object  to  this  rematk.  It  is  certainly 
a  pretty  broad  burlesque^  when  supposed  Xm 
fall  entirely  upon  the  sensation  alluded  to; 
bat  when  the4)urte$que  is  halved  and  properly 
distributed  .among  different  objects^  perhaps 
lis  breadth  may  not  appear  so  extravagant.  I 
therefore  beg  leave  to  observe  that  it  ought 
to  be  so  divided*  Much  of  the  burlesque 
sfaodld  be  ktlow^d  to  fail^  as  I  intended  it, 
not  on  the  love- sick  palpitations,  but  on  those 
bobks  of  Syinpiow/U,  M-hicb  in  the  hands  of 
i^iieranl  or  kypockandri'acal  persons^  not  un« 
frequently  (as  I  apprehend,)  work  effects  of  no 
stntiil  moment ;  Suggesting  abundance  of  com* 
pliiints  and  maladies,  that  have  no  other  fouo- 
fbtioti  in  fact,  than  the  mere  impression  made 
M  Xht  moment  by  the  alarming  detail  of  symp- 
torn  enumerated.  However  broad  the  bur« 
lesqae  iHay  appear,  I  do  solemnly  protest  that 
when  1  was  at  the  University  I  was  called  \tk 
ence  t0  a  friend  wliom  I  found  in  bed,  waiting 
di&  ariival  of  a  Pi^sician  for  whom  he  had 
tm,  ajitt  iiiljt  titf  agoniea oC  amoet  gbooty 
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knagination^  arising  solely  from  the  diftceveFy  ^f 
'a  mark  across  his  forehead  attended  with  pain> 
and  whicli^  from  consulting  bis  books^  he  had 
Jiiily  made  out  lo  be  symptomatic  of  one  of 
the  most  horrible  stages  of  one  of  tbe  most 
horrible  disorders^  to  which  the  human  frame 
is  liable;  the  whole  of  which  however  \vas 
brought  to  a  most  happy  conclusion  by  my 
having  accidentally   questioned   him   whether 
he  had  been  wearing  a  new   hat!    for   ia 
truth  I  happened  to  have  seen  ene  lying  upon 
his  sofa  as  I  entered  the  room ;  had  it  not 
been   for  ilus  timely  discovery,  and  had   no 
.  medical  aid  been  at  band^  I  make  no  doubt 
but  in  a  little  time  he  would  have  proceeded  to 
do8(  himself y  with  all  the  remedies  applicable 
to  the  dreadful  symptoms  suspected^  (to  be 
found  in  the  sam^  hook)  and  have  ^wallowed 
things  ten  times  worse  than  alt  the  salts -aiui 
gums  and  drugs  put  together,  which  I  have 
administered    to   ray   Hero.     The    Monthfy 
Reviewers  have  therefore  rather,  mistaken  h^ 
upon  this  point,  and  I  hope^  the  Critical  JR^- 
viewers  also,  who  have  passed  tbe  foilowitig 
cutting  sentence   upon  this   very   passage,-^ 
^^  H<jre  yie  have  as  complete  ^Jck^gq^of  »q^- 
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sense  administered  to  us  on  ipecatuanhds  asa^ 
foUida,  Giauber^B'Salt,  socotrine  aloes,  jalap, 
and  setma,  as  any  Grub-street  quill  driver  ever 
succeeded  in  putting  on  papei*^  with  as ''  many 
repetitions  of  Thinks- Llo-myself,  as  the  au- 
thor judged  proper  by  way  of  making  it 
witty."  Surely  the  publick  in  general  .will  ex- 
cuse my  endeavouring  to  rescue  a  part  of  my 
workj  which  I  know  has  been  understood  in 
its  full  extent  by  many  readers^  from  the  mis- 
i^prebensions  of  such  dull  observers. 

The  worldly  and  artificial  manners  of  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Dermont,  as  represented  at  the  be« 

gimiing  of  the  story^  have  been  consider^  by 

the  Monthfy  Reviewers,  and  by  a  writer  in  the 

Gentleman  s  Magazine,  as  inconsistent  with 

the  wisdom,  goodness,  and  piety,  attributed* 

to  them  towards  the  close  of  my  book.    I 

cannot  help  this — thsit  the  artificial  manners 

€>F  the  world  are  inconsistent  with  wisdomj 

piety,  and  goodness^  is  a  circumstance  I  never 

meant  to  conceal ;  but  rather  to  publish  and 

make  known.     Since  then  the  above  gentle* 

men  have  found  this  inconsistency  to  be  so 

g)aring^  I  hope  other  readers  will  do  the  sani^ 
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«iMt  that  ft  litd«  more  pluia  d^siaig  tkaa  is^ 
n6w  MSuatfUlbe  intercourse  of  nitioiialbckigs^ 
iftaj  come  into  vogwt^  atid  be>  an  iiu'  as  p^ssi-: 
Irle,  addpt^d.    Tru|k  tbeysay^  (eipectaity  in. 
courtiy  aifd  polite  c€Mdt)Miies,>  ttkeuid  not  b# 
sfiokefi  lit  all  tiniest     OnoMdi  bill  st  rcnbaifidt 
t&  be  proV^i  hair  htt  ummbt  may  fab  ^Ze-^ 
liberaiily  tttkrtd  aT  atty  tittle*    Swift  used 
cyften  to  Think-dP^rndf,  m-  ^'eU  as  I^.  anct 
be  ha»  ^ve»  it  as  one  df  hii  private  thonghtt,, 
that  ''  an*  #xetise  is  wdrse  afi4  ifions  tatvibie^ 
than  a  lie,  for  an  excuse  is  a  lie  guarded,^''^ 
c0nsi(terifi^  tlNm  hdw  HtmA  ittmui^  eater  iftt^ 
tiie  ceremonies  and  fef  aae  of  modisb  life,  sureljr 
I  am  not  t5  Uatne^  for  showing  tfwt  they 
generally  paescait^«  at  tbeisfrdevatite;  that 
it  is  to  be  hoped  they  aresog^tierallj  nndentood^ 
that  theydonotinfer  s^miielinumildaliiiqiiftneyy 
as  the  grave  remark  of  the  witty  Dean  ot  Si 
Pkti'ick'j  would  imply;  thoiigb  undoubtedly 
atl  art^ial  msmoer^  should  have  lh«r  limits, 
that  the  dissiimdatioi^  recommended  by  Lord 
Chesterfield,  as  almost  th»  sine  qua  non  of 
eonrtiy  fashions^  may  be  kept  mthicfso^  bounds 
of  reasron  and  propriefy*    How  far  *'  ptAUc 
fhamienP  in  genera^^  are  "  f'oHjftded  in  iruth^ 
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I  cb  not  iwetend  Id  ^scerpkixi,  but  I  ham  read 
some  skrewd  aod  excellent  remarks  upon  tbit 
point,  in  tbe  Sketches  cf  Truik,  a  smaii  worlr, 
io  2  Vob.  }2mo.  published  irt.  1SQ9.  Tht 
liitb  sketeb  iti  tbe  fir^  vcdume  bearitisp  that 
Terjf  title;  t^  wbieb  I  refer  miy  reader*  wbd 
wirfi  ta  stud;  tfb  matter  ftirtber.  ^— 

Hie  Reviewer  iit  the  Genikman^^  Mag^** 
^,  after  ^ying  many  very  handsome  thingli 
of  die  wort:  m  general,  i»  pleased  to  obsen^> 
^  It  appears  to  fis^  that  when  the  writer  began 
bntkle,  bi»  idmis  did  not  e^acMj  correspond 
widi  those  thai  mark  its  cofichi8i<Hi^  and  it  is 
txceediugij  diamom  that  tbe  second  voUioie 
tt  eked  eut  more  for  the  purposei;^  of  tbe  pub* 
fi«W  than  for  the  credit  of  the  auibor.**  Now 
this  gendefmM,  wboei^er  h^  be,  I  take  to 
be  t  coqoror ;  I  wont't  say'  exactly  why,  but 
be  18  certainly  very  clever  at  a  conjecture.  I 
cannot  ssfy  indeed  I  ^ite  lik«  tbe  ^expression 
"  eked  out  ;**  it  looks  as  if  I  had  made  ad* 
'ditionsy  unnecessary  and  inapplicable^  (or  mefm 
^ihabbtf  purposed ;  merely  to  extort  a  Kttle 
Jnore  money  from  the  pockets  of  the  pub- 
^\  but    tbiis   was   certdiidy  not  the   case* 
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Writing    a    good    deal   at    random^    I     un- 
doubtedly did  not  square  my  work  by    rule 
for  measure ;  so  that  u  heu.  the  printer  tried 
to   squeeze  it    into   efte  volume   ihere    was 
too  muehj  and  when  he  would  hav«  dilated 
it  into   two   there  was  somewhat  too  little^ 
partly  therefore  to  accommodate  the  pridteo 
[the  worthy  and  ingenious  Mr.  Gilbert,  of  St^r 
•JohnVSquare^  .whom  many  eminent  personn^ 
iknow  full  well)  and  partly  out  of  complinoent 
,to  the  Metropolis,  I  carried  my  Hero  ta  Ldn^' 
.dofif  though  rather  against  bisoet^nwiH  and 
.inclinationsji  as  he  tells  you. himself  in  the  book, 
but  considering  he  was  .become  a  Peer,  and 
one  of  the   siiteen    representatives    of   the 
•  Scotch  Peerage^  I  think  I  could  not  welt  have 
done  otherwise ;  so  that  in  all  senses  of  the  wdrd» 
I  judge  this  part  of  the  work  to  be  rather  a 
noble  addition,   than  any  paltry  '^  eking  out" 
and  wholly  in  character.     If  I  have  said  any 
thing  at  all  uncivil  of  the  metropolis,  I  most 
>  humbly  beg  pardon* 

Objections^  I  am  told^  have  been  made  to  the 
title  of  my  book.  *^  Thinks  I/'  it  seems;  is  bad, 
grammar :  so.it  is  to  be  sure,  for  who  would 
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ever  be  so  vulgar  as  to  say  /  thinks  so  and  so? 
I  am  not  sui  prised  that  this  slip  should  h^ 
detected,  noM. that  grammar,  to  the  honor  of 
the  age,  is  become  so  indispensable  an  attain* 
ment.  The  plaiiiest  country  bumpkin,  now* 
adays,  to  his  honor  be  it  spoken,  if  lie  has  but 
ever  so  httle  money  to  spare,  (and  if  he  has  none 
at  all  it  scarcely  makes  any  difference,)  is  <^^are* 
ful  to  carry  his  girl  to  tlie  tip-top  boarding* 
school  of  the  neigh bourhood>  and  as  he  pre- 
sents her  to  the  mistress,  ^'  Ma  am"  says  he^ 
"  I  want  mtf- darter  to  lam  grammurT  .  So 
Miss  lams  granimur^  and  afterwards,  to  the 
comfort  of  the  family,  if  any  of  them  by  any 
accident  should  have  any  ideas  to  express,  slie 
knows  (o  lie  sure  how  to  express  them ;  for 
>>he  has  all  the  parts  of  sjyeech  at  her  fingers* 
ends,  with  all  the  stops  from  a  comma  to  a 
mle  of  interrogation ;  though  after  afl  pei*- 
haps  she  makes  no  use  of  any,  but  puts  a  little 
dash  betweeu  every  five  words  thus  — ,  and 
answers  an  invitation  to  a  Christmas  party  in 
the  following  mix'd  style:  "  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  present  compliments  to  Mrs.  S.  and  will 
^ait  on  her  at  the  place  and  hour  appointed. 
Mrs.  W.  begs  to  infprm  Mrs.  S.,  that  we 
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Mrill  take  the  Uberty  of  bringing  my  toother 
Tommy  wiih  ««.  Mr.  Mr*,  and  Mbs  W- 
beg  to  be  remembered  to  the  Mis«  S.'8>  in 
whidi  m^  cousin  Alice  joiiu»;  and  all  the  party 
unite  in  wishing  you  a  merry  Christmas  and 
happy  new  year  when  it  comes.**  I  expected 
to  be  taken  to  tadc  by  f^ammariaos  of  tbi« 
«rder>  and  I  find  it  has  happened  as  I  ex* 
pected.  I  do  however  freely  acknowledge> 
that  the  thoughts  I  have  to  express  often  oc* 
cnpy  more  of  my  consideration^  than  the  grani* 
snatical  conatruction  of  the  sentences  whereby 
I  express  them  5  not  that  t  would  not  wish  to 
be  correct,  but  that  I  commonly  write  S9 
Mj^vck  as  to  ovierlook  such  niceties,  especially 
in  coHoquisri  phrases^  I  must,  however,  ob- 
serve in  defence  of  my  poor  title,  and  more 
Jispeclalty  my  acbption  of  it,  that  I  am  careful 
•to  tell  my  readers  in  the  Very  commencement 
of  the  work,  tluit  I  regard  the  expression  as 
M  mere  vu/garkm^  abont  as  good  howev^ 
certainly,  as  *•  methoiights^  which  I  would 
have  yon  to  know,  gentle  critics,  is  to  be 
found  frequently  in  the.&/iec/a^or,-aBd  so  early 
^partictthirly  as  Ifo.  3.  Vol.  1.  in  a  paper 
JiMtked  C'^  and  consequently  of  Mr.  JddMpts 
I 
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•wnwrllkig.  After  all,  "  2y«iiitji-JWo.iwy»f//^ 
is  no  modern  phrase^  or  oue  of  my  otrn  t/i* 
vention,  but  an  aDlieot  and  very  common  o»ie  ; 
tad  whether  I  picked  it  up  on  my  travels 
through  life,  in  a  palace,  or  by  the  way  side, 
what  does  it  matter,  if  it  be  particularly  ap* 
plieabk  and  significant  for  the  purposes  to 
Mbich  I  apply  it,  and  not  likely  to  mislead  any 
honest  pa*sun  whalsdever  P 

I  wish  I  had  less  to  say  upon  tliese  subjects, 
hut  tlie  more  my  book  sells,  the  more  anxious 
I  am  net  to  conceal  any  faults  M'hich  the  Review- 
eis  may  have  ju^y  pointed  out,  and  the  more 
de»rous,  of  course,  to  guard  the  public  a«rai4)i>t 
any  misunderstandings  or  misrepresentations 
of  i^y  actual  intentions.  How  difficult  it  is  to 
please  every  body^  let  a  good-natured  world 
ju(%e  ffom  the  following  case  :  The  Reviewer 
in  the  Gentle^mtfts  Magazine  selects  a  passtige 
from  tlie  first  volume  M'hich  he  does  me  the 
honor  to  say  (comparing  me  wi<h  Sterne,)  '^  is 
equal  in  true  point  and  humour  to  any  of  the 
most  popular  passages  of  that  entertaining 
writer.**  The  Same  passage  is  selected  by 
^  Reviewer  in  tb^  Irtish  Cptic,  and  pro- 
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tiounced  to  be  ''  tlio^h  a  little  Shandeair^ 
highlj  original."  And  yet  the  Critical  J?e- 
zieziers  are  so  highly  oiFended  with  it,  that 
they  c^n  scarce  find  terms  severe  and  coarse 
.ODOUgh  to  express  their  feelings  upon  the  sul)* 
ject.  They  produce  this  very  part  of  the 
book  '^  as  an  additional  proofs"  they  say^ 
^^  oi  flippant  vulgarity  and  ^heer  nomeme, 
which  Think$'I-to  myself  tas  given  for  aPtV." 
They  beg  their  readers  to  tell  them  vhether 
^*  any  thing .  can'  exceed  mcli  impertinence,'* 
and  conclude  vcith  remarking^  tiiat  ^'  Mr,  Ro<^ 
bert  Dermont  is  far  from  a  gentleman  ;  he 
is  an  unde? bred  lout;  he  would  not/*  say  they^ 
*^  otherwise  have  made  so  great  a  mistake  as  to 
suppose  that  he  was  saying  a  good  tiling  w hen 
he  informs  us  that  Mrs.  Fidget  died  of  a 
cancer  on  her  tongue^  because  she  was  a  great 
talker.  It  is  an  afirout  to  the  understanding  to 
palm  such  puerile  and  contemptible  stuff  on 
the  public."  I  notice  these  tbingii  because 
I  can  .most  solemnly  protest^  that  if  what  is 
said  of  my  book  in,  this  particular  Review 
be  Qorrect,  I  would  at  the  risk  of  any  sacrifice^ 
withdraw  it  totally  from  circulation.  One 
passage  cert^nl;>  wli|ch  induces  them  to  cstU 
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nie,  ah  **  underbred  nasty  fcHow;*  I  will  \r3- 
lingfy  alter ;  thtir  commenis  have  certainly 
made  it  so,  and  I  am  very  sorry  I  have  given 
ibe  least  occasion  for  it.  Their  general  opi- 
nion of  my  Ifeook  is,  ^  that  all  the  merit,  the 
spirit,  and  the  wit  of  it  are  hung  On  the  poQr 
tattered  rag  of  ti  phrase.  Thinks- 1 -to-my self, 
if  merit/and  spirit,  and  wit  they  may  be  called.*' 
As  an  author,  I  am  pronounced  to  be  not  only 
an  '^  nnderbred  lout,"  and  an  ''  underbred 
TK^ty  fellow,"  but  '*  fioggish  tmd  flippant  ;** 
ian  ^  hireling  ;^  *^  as  complete  an  old  woman 
as  one  may  meet  on  a  summerV  day  ;*  a 
f^  Grub-street  quill-driver  ;**  a  '*  Flummerer 
of  Bishops,  nay  of  Kings  and  Regents" 

What  offence  can  I  have  given  to  these 
severe,  nay  isavage  critics?  What  can  it  all 
mean  i  I  am  afraid  there  is  prejudice  in  the 
case.  It  is  certainly  remarkable  that  the  Cri^ 
tied  RevieM^ers  are  the  only  public  journalists 
Nvho  have  yet  so  for  presumed  upon  having 
made  a  discovery  of  the  real  author  as  to  ven- 
ture to  give  him  any  name  or  title.  But  these 
Critics,  in  almost  every  line,  speak  of  him  avS 
"  our  cZerico-friend  ;"   our  "  serio-ludicro- 
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tenuco-cZertcoLfrittRd."     It  ynH  he  seen  above^ 
tbat  &$t  iWOik  has  been  issued  to  no  le(|s 
than  four  dergymen;  and  a  friend  lias  remind* 
ed  me,  that  one  of  those  has  lately  eiidea* 
voured  to  undeceive  the  public^  in  regard  to 
the  Improved  Version  of  tlie  New  Testament 
published  by  the  UnitarianSp  and  he  is  con- 
fident in  his  own  mind,  that  these  Reviewers 
consider  the  \vork  to  be  undoubtedly  the  per- 
formance of  that  particular  divine.     I  leave 
that  gentleman  (if  it  be  so)  to  the  defence^ 
protecti<Hi^  and  vindication  of  tliose  that  know 
hici  better  than  I  pretend  to  do«    But  there 
are  some  things  wiiich  must  touch  the  author 
nearly,  as  they  regard  his  cliaractisr  in  general^ 
as  uutcU  as  the  character  of  his  book ;  which 
indeed  may  no  longer  pass  iar  a  trijk  (as  I 
used  tQ  regard  it)  if  it  be  the  velijcle  of  doctrines 
anil  sentiments  so  base  and  abominable  as //lese 
Keviewcrs  would  represent.     That  my  sup»> 
posed  c/en'co-distinction  must  in  itsdf  be  some 
offenoe,  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think*  from 
what  is  said  in  the  vefy  same  number  of  that 
jteview,  of  the  cniel,  vindictive  vsA  persecuting 
spirit  of  Bishop  Pgrteus,  in  the  discbarge  of  % 
high  (but  no  doubt  painful)  official  duty ;  a?  weB 
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asoflbe  Teliemefitirtbodoxy  otPrbfessorlAmhm 
Ttis  clefico  seems  to  be  the  dbjert  of  ihetr 
attack  an  general ;  but  the;  object  also  to  tny 
loyakif  and  my  pdiiics ;  of  the  latter  they  say^ 
^^  Then  follows  as  account  df  our  tn&nd  Cltn 
ricQ^^  politics^  which  is  in  the  same  style  as 
the  philippic8>  which  we  soroetihies  read  in  the 
papers^  from  the  pens  of  some  hireUng  who 
Hisbes.to  make  the  people  believe  that  op# 
pression,  taxes^  and  the  high  price  of  provi* 
sioiis^  are  no  bad  things  ;  and  that  so  far  from 
being  dissttidied  with  half-starved  stomachS| 
Aqr  ought  to  66\m  on  their  knet^s  tb  the 
ministers,  and  return  thanks  for  what  they  can 
^fUT  Good  Heavens^  have  I  really  been 
propagating  such  tenets  as  these  i  If  I  have, 
I  hope  some  nieml)er  of  the  legislature  M'iU 
move  that  my  book  may  be  btimt  by. the 
<onimon  hang-man.  I  would  buy  back  aU 
the  copies  th^t  have  been  sold  to  (he  public  at 
an  advanced  price,  sooner  than  pass,  (however 
personally  unknoM^n)  for  a  man  o{  such  base 
pfmcipics.  Have  I  not  in  express  terms  de« 
dared  that  I  am  a  friend  to  every  practicalile 
r«£nnn  i  that  I  wish  e\'cry  jgrievance  to  be 
constitutionally  made  kno^vo,  and  as  consli* 
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Idtionalljr  redressed  i  that  I  would  for  ever 
employ/  any  iafloeace  I  might  bave^  to  rectify 
and  ameliorate  whatever  should  appear  capable 
o(  rectification  and  amelioration ;  (adding^  I 
allow,  the  following  cautionary  clause^]  '^  m  ith- 
•ut  exciting  or  fomenting  a  greater  spirit  of 
discontent  and  uneasiness,  than  the  real  state 
of  the  case^  after  alt  fair^lkiwancas,  shall  seem 
.to  warrant  T— In  adding  which  remark,  I  do 
protest,  that  I  was  actuated  by  no  other  feel- 
ing than  what  arose  from  the  persuasion,  that 
the  excitement  of  any  discontent  and  uneasi- 
ness beyond  n^ai  the  real  state  of  the  case 
warrants,  is  above  all  things  cruel  to  the  suf- 
ferers diemselves  ;    often  leading  them  into 
measures  more  likely  to  aggravate  than  relieve 
their  distresses,  and  hurrying  them  on  to  d&- 
iriands  and  expectations,  which  perhaps.no 
power  cipon  earth  could  satisfy.    If  bo  such 
mischiefe  are  to  be   apprehended  from,  ejr* 
cesdte  discontent  and  uneasiness,  ^for  I  speak 
of  no  other,)  I  will  consent  to  expunge  the  clause 
in  <|ae8tion,  but  while  my  own  experience  ao(l 
observation  tell  me  tfaejoontrary,  why  am  I  to 
suppress  my  sentiments  upon  the  subject?  The 
real  state  of  the  case^  I  would  ever  wish  to  he 
9 
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known  and  understood  in  ati  its  circumstanetfy 
nor  do  I  desire  that  atiy  ofher  allowance*- 
riiould  be  granted  upon  any  becasion  bf  emer^^ 
gency^  but  luch  as  are  slrktly  faify  just, 
and  reasembjle ;  aUowanees  as  fair  and  jusi^- 
I  mean^  as  tlie  insuperable  impecEments  of 
wind  and  water  in  the  case  of- an  ttnsucctssful 
admiral ;  circumstances  which  however  unc^n-^ 
troalablej  have  to  my  certain  knowledge  in* 
popular  tumidts  and  moments '  of  political 
frenzy^  scarcely  been  ftllowed  to  have  tliei» 
proper  weight* 

These  Reviewers  say  belidea,  that  I  am  i^ 
fiummenr  of  bishops  ^  and  in  another  part  o0 
Aeir  work  they  talk  gS  my  battering  bblTops^ 
A»  a  chdp^ie  and  a  hit,  I  searcely  venture- 
to  say  I  understand  sucb  re&ied  nd'elegiuit^ 
expressions.  The  only -bishop  rhave'^ttiifr*- 
mered,  or  praised^  or  buitertd,  it  the  Honours- 
able  Dt.  Shnte  Barring(en>  the  Bishbp  of  Biir* 
ham^  in  whose  company  I  do  declare  I  xriB- 
se^er  but  once  in  my  whole  life^  and  that  'for* 
not  more  than  the  spruce  tf  ten  minutes. 
What  I  have  said  of  him  in  my  book^  I  said' 

.  this  account ;  diat  he  has  in  his  public  oU^ 
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pacily  pi(tramz€d  almost  4very  thing  iba^  was 
Morth  patronage  ;  pnd  provided  for  many 
most  ubh,  leornedj  and  worth;  persons ;  as  X. 
verily  believe^  on  this  sole  accotait,  that  they 
appeared  to  him  uully  able^  leanted,  and 
morihy.  But  let  us  see  how  I  Imxejlimmcred 
and  battered  this  particular  bidliop.  I  have 
certainry  said^  that  at  this  mojnent  ^'  that  see  is 
in  tine  bandt  of  a  most  munrlkent  pi^late^  and 
I  wish  il  may  never  be  in  worse  InuwU/*  Pray 
flfiark  the  terms  :  my  book  was  printed  x\[>ril, 
)811.  Who  could  ever  suspegt  the  Edin-- 
hurgh  Revietsfers  of  being  Jlummertrs  and 
huUarersot  bisbcips  f  and  yet  in  their  number 
for  .}f pvfpibeo  18:Uj  (seven  mqutHs  subscj- 
quent  to  my  own  jmbli^tiOn,)  I  find  them 
thuasp^akii^pf  the  pi^spnt  Bisftop  of  Dur* 
hfim :./'  They  fotin|l,  th^t  a  prelat?  o(  iin- 
tuense  revenues^  andi^f  m^aiij^^^c^  (pray  mind 
the  word)  becoming  the  malth  wl^eof  he  is 
imtie  for  the  Church,  &€.'*  This  is  suf- 
^i«nt  for  my  vindication.  Clfiico  or  Siico,  I 
di^  declare  that  the  Bi|h#p  of  Durham  has 
served  manym^^t  Jbame4  and  esKcellent  di^ 
vines^  merely^  as  {  apprehend^  because  they 
iC^re  learned  and  esceUent ;  and  such  bish0g$ 
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t  mil  praise  at  the  risk  of  any  charges  of 
ftummer^  or  Butiery :   sad   vulgar  tetmt,  t 
which  K  leaire  to  die  Critical  Reviewers  to 
defend  and  justify  as  diey  can. 

That  I  have  complitnented^  or  rather  implored 
a  hleairtg,  on  the  King  and  the  Urgent  I  do 
n0i deny ;  tliat  I  have  ofTered  ''  adoration*  io 
Cither  I  do  deny.    Tlie  King  1  love  and  vene- 
nrtc  to  a  ifcgiTe  that  I  cannot  descrrbe^  and  I  * 
odTe  not  who  knows  it.    TUe  Regent  I  lov# 
and  respect  for  ilis  most  aniiabU  and  high« 
minded  attention  to>  and  reverence  of  Us  Fa- 
ther's feeling!!.    I  sagr  no  more  of  him  in  my 
b^ok.     I  owe  aDegiance  to  both^  accordiiq;  to 
the  prmciples  of  the  Coostitution ;  bnt  I  hope 
I  ana  not  to  blamej  in  availing  myself  of  every 
fair  flea  to  attach  myself  to  those  exalted  in- 
dUviduals.     The  Critical   Reviezt^rs  talk  of 
.  ^'a  lick  and  a  promised*    I  kno\y  not  what 
they  mean  J  I  do  declare^  I  am  unacquainted 
ivith  the  meaning  of  such  ternss.    ITiey  may 
be  vulgar,  or  they  may  be  refined ;  I  only  say, 
they  are  totally  new  to  me.    They  expect  me 
to  ''  dress  up''  another  "  dish  of  Emmery  for 
kk  Royal  llightess.''.   Not  L    I  will  be  as 
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konest  M^ith'  bis  Royal  Highoets  u  with  tfae 
lest  of  the  world ;  «nd  1  only  wish  thut  no 
man  may  ever  be  a  worse  friend  to  hiin  than 
myself.  If  80,  he  will  be  8&f?>  whether  Regent.  •.. 
or  King. 

Some  persons  have  thought  (no  wonder  I 
should  have  set  every  body  thinking)  that  from  4. 
what  I  say  of  fashionable  lectures  y.iic.  lam.. 
an  enemy  to  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge 
and  cultivation  of  female  minds  particularly.  Far.  ^ 
frpm  it  I  do  assure  you^  gentle  reader.     I  wishr  *. 
learning  and  knowledge  to  flow  in  the  widesiaad  . 
fullest  stream.^  and  to  ffsrtiliz^tbe  laudwe  Sv« 
\x\,  from  the  mountain  top  to  the  bwliest.  val|<9  ^  r 
but  I  have  an  anxiety  up0n  iz&Q  pointa  wbicb 
I  wish  not  to  conceal*     I  should  desire  to  sfe  ' 
the  sciences  studied  and  cttltivated^  not  myerely  > 
for  show  and  fashion^  and  so  inade<;[uately  and 
superficially^  as  to  answer  no  higher  ends  thm 
those  of  filling  an  empty  Iv^ad  witheoneeit; 
or  a  weak  mind  with  pride.     Public  lectures 
may  be  admirable  assistants  to  private  ;»tudies>' 
but  home  is  the  place  where  I  wish  .the  undei^ 
standing  to  receive  its  chief  ^improipement.    X 
olyect  not  to  any  young  persons  litteodin^  fai^ 
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fehionable  lecturer  on  the  sciencear  but  I  ob«- 
ject  to  their  atteadiDg  theoii  rather  because  • 
they  are  fashionabicy  than  because  they  ar» 
useful  and  instructive* '  .1  nvish  them  in  all  in*  • 
stances  to  go  there^  as  they  ought  to  go  to 
Ohurch ;  to  hear  what  is  to  be  heard,  rather 
than  to  see  what  is  to  be  seeri,  or  in  fiict^  to 
be  seen  by  those  who  go  merely  to  see  who  u  * 
to  be  seen  there*    I  care  not  how  many  drink 
of  the  '*  Pierian  springy'*  but  I  wish  them 
to  do  as  the  Poet  directs^  ''  drink  deep  or  taste , 
notp  for  indeed  it  is  toe  often  founds  that  '^  a  < 
littlt  knowledge  is  a  datigcr^Misthtq;/^ 

.  The  second  point  upoi  ^luch.I  feel  an  ara«  * 
iety  ie>  that  useful  and  pmasnental  acoom*> 
pliahmeBts  should  be  jbstly  appreciated.'  That 
tbe  ornamental  should  never  be  accounted  use* 
Ivl,  where  they  are  altogether  minecessaryj  nor 
tbe  useful  neglected  as  not  ornamental,  vAkere- 
vAsit  i3  most  s|tt£erM?  imist  at  all  evenfes  be  • 
most  truly  ornamentaL  Use  ought  nndoubt* 
edljr  to  be  the  sDady  of  the  many  in  all  large 
societies^  ornament  the  irto^  of  the  Jew ;  yet. 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  ar6  now  in  some  dang^ 
of .ise^ing  these  ^nog^  vefecsed ;  since  onui*^* 
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if^ntal  acconplishments  appear  to  have  t>econf  e 
the  sine-qm-hon  of  the*  m&ny,  Bivi  ulilitj  tlie 
study  of  the  few.    I  have  a  respect  for  a/i 
stations  and  occupationa  of  life^  when  kept  pro- 
perly distinct,  and  I  am  quite  prepared  to  ad- 
nitt  (hat  some  of  the  lowest  are  tlie  most  use* 
ful^  and  therefore  the  most  honourable  and  un-t 
ei^ceptiohttble.     I  Biean  theri^fore  no  offence ^ 
much  less  any  tV/,  when  I  observe  that  perhaps 
td  certain  classes  of  Jhnale^,  music,  dancing, 
drawing,  French  and  Italian,  nay  even  grain-- 
;iiiar,  are  not  ao  neoeasary  euber  for  use  or  or-' 
nament,  sia  Ute  cuatomtvof  the  day  would  lead 
one  to  suppose ;  nor  yet  to  certain  classes  of 
the  other  sex,  .  Gireek  and  Ijathi*   Prosody, 
Rhetoric,  and  oratory  in  aU  ita  brmches.    I 
thmk  I  should  fed  as  much,  if  not  tnore  respect, 
foe  induce,  for  any  Farmers  daughter,  who   - 
bad  no  Piano*forte  in  the  comer p(  her  room, 
as  for  one  who  hud ;  uiid  could  as  fredy  buy 
beer  of  a  brewer,  or  sheep  of  a  grazier,  viiio 
bod  never  learnt  **  Idc,  lute,  hoc,"  qt/^pro^ 
pria  qtue  maribus^  jaa  from  the  most  ao^om*- 
]didied  claaitcal   scholar,    in  short  I  thmk 
Mifardiffg    Seha^s   for  young  Ladies,  and 
Gnunmar  Sc^oob  for  yoiu^  Gentlemen,  afe 
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general  thirst  after  adipittiion  into  those  semi* 
inrksj  utility  stands  a  sad  change  of  boitq;  sap 
crimed  to  omtimeot ;  if  ornament  it  may  after' 
all  be  called,  wlien  not  suited  or  adapted  either 
to  )be  present  or  future  circumstances  of  the 
party. 

Tlier^  is  oM  branch  of  kno\vtedge  uudoubtedf: 
Ijf,  80  decisively  both  useful  and  ornamental  to  all 
classes  of  persons^  that  I  would  not  attempt  to  as- 
sign aHjf  limits  to  ^he  diffusion  of  it,  most  heartily 
do  I  wish  and  pray  that  the  time  nmy  aoon  come 
^ben,  a$  our  gracious  Sovereqp  is  said  to  have 
«i^pressed  himself,  '^  Every  subject  of  thesd 
realms  may  be  iible  to  read  the  Bible." — Most 
Wppy  should  I  be  alsoj  if  I  could  at  all  flatter 
myself  with  die  hope,  that  the  diffusion  of 
thi$  knowledge,  would  as  speedily  conduce 
to  the  accomplishment  of  the  App«tle^s  pre* 
cept,  and  cause  us  all  to  beeome^  in  the 
fullest  sense  of  the  terms,  ''  of  one  mind,  to 
bave  compassion  one  of  another,  fo  love  as. 
brethren,  to  be  piti&l  and  eourteous,"  bnt 
alas!  the  aspect  of  things  is  difll^ent.  The 
BiUe  remains  one  and  the  same,  yet  most  ime 
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more  it  is  sftudiedj  the  more  the  dbtiactions^^ 
and  denominations  among  Religionists  seem-  to 
increase;  "(vhile  bad /emper  and  bad  languageBre 
Ml  too  much  employed  to  foment  diese  differ- 
^aiaes)  and  widen  the  breaches  they  occsisiott..    - 

To  what  extremities  this  diversity  of  opi« 
nlons  will  ultimately  proceed^  I  pretend  not  to 
oonjecture.  My  own  choice  is  made^  and  I 
nmst  have  lekve  to  declare  that  it  has  not  been 
tdade  dbrelesi»ly  or  at  random.  I  have  stucHecf 
the  writings  of  thoH  who  differ  from  the  Ntf- 
tional  Church  m  s^dntously  and  attesthfely^  at 
I*eoald  ;^  but  have  as  yet  found  fio,  cause  to 
withdraw  from  her  conmaunion.  As  seets^  and 
distinctions^  and  £flei<ences  kidrease^  it  is  .as 
ctesy  to  compare  tkem.me  fBckh  another,  &^ 
wMi  the'  Ne^ional  Church ;  and  upon  $uch  a 
eemparisen,  I  am  induced  to  contmne  attaeb- 
/ «d' to  ike  faetterc^cm ihi» further  consideration^ 
which  I  affim  to  be  the  e9;act  result  of  smk 
researches;  namely^  that  in  adopting  the  tenets 
<tf  die  Church>  i  find  that  I  am  in  i^reement  in 
450ms  one  point  <»  other^  with  almost  every 
duss  of  DmcJUim,mA  tbi^  those w4io do toI^ 
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lold  commiiDion  vuik  m,  diSkr  9676rrily^filli>' 
more  from  each  otfaer,  than  nay  of  them-diffi^ 
from  the  Church.  My  conclimoii  is,  that  the 
Chiarch  doctrinest  are  those  which  are  mostge* 
nerally  and  universaily  received;  if  not  ia  4tm 
grossjyet  severally  and  distinctly ;  and  tkffm^ 
fore  so  far  from  the  terms  of  her  e^m*^ 
nunion;  being  narrow  and  coj^ned,  they  are 
in  fact  most* comprehensive,  or  at  the  least  upod 
comparison^  yar  more  comprehensive  than  any 
others. 

I  I  cannot  conclude  this  Address  without  re« 
peating  W  assurances  to  the  Public^  .that 
^^Thinks^L-to-myseifP  was  sent  te  thePress  with 

i  the  most  innocent  intentions>  as  a  trifle  which 
might  perhaps  amuse  sbme^  perhaps  reclaim  a 
few,  but  at  aU  events  offend  none*  Its  rapid 
<ale  can  have  surprised  nobody  more  thau'its 

I  auihar,  who  would  scarcely  feel  any  longer  an^^ 
sw^able  for  a  work  io  patronixei,  but  that  he 
Si^himself  in  danger  of  having  blemishes  de** 
tected^  which  he  bad  rather  avow  than  pretend 
to  concealj  and  that  he  is  sensible  that  he  is  li- 
able to  be  misumderstopd  upon  some  po^pts  of 
ioipQitance^  without  such  an  explanation  as  hei 
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lias  here  attempted  to  give,  of  his  fNinci|de$  and 
private  sentiments.  His  name  is  only  with* 
iield,  because  be  thinks  it  umtecessaiy  to  dis* 
dose  it ;  he  has  thought  it  due  to  some  gentle^ 
men  of  singular  respectabUity  who  have  been  ao 
cused  of  writing  his  book  to  exonerate  them  from 
an  impatation  which  *might  perhaps  be  miplea* 
sant  to  them ;  he  does  not  pretend  to  deny  tiiat 
the  secret  has  tramspired  to  a  certain  degree ; 
a  circumstance  he  would  not  affect  to  faimentj 
but  that  it  seems  to  have  excited  a  spirit  againsj^ 
the  book,  which  the  good-nature  of  a  most  in* 
dulgent  public,  convinces  him  it  does  not 
ttrictly  deserve.  Hie  book  may^  exceed* 
ingly  trilling,  exceedingly  unworthy  of  the  no» 
tice  of  |)er6ons  of  very  refined  taste  and  judg* 
ment^  but  be  cannot  pay  the  world  so  bad  a 
compliment  ub  to  think  it  wonki  call  for  seven 
Editions  in  so  short  a  time,  if  it  were>eally  so 
puerile,  and  contemptible,  vulgar,  base  and  low, 
as  the  Critical  Reviewers  would  represent  it  t« 
be;  whose  own  lattguage,  after  allj  if  it  be  eib- 
gant  and  refined,  is  so  different  ^om  any  that 
the  Author  of*this  work  would  be  inclined  to 
adopt,  that  unol  the  Public  }gi  general  decide 
against  him,  he  cannot  consent  to  changi;  ^ia 
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st)Ie  upon  such  authority.  Let  it  be  but  once 
determined  tb«t  their  e^^pressions  are  pure^ 
courtly^  and  correct^  and  the  Author  vi'ill  ac- 
knowledge at  once  that  his  own  are  base^  and 
low,  and  not  to  be  endured. 

Jafi.  1812.  • 
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€dJ\*CEItJ^IJ>rO   TBE  PORTRAIT ^ 


TO  TBB 

RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

(and  Right  Beautiful,  as  I  douht  not) 

THE  LADY  L.  M . 

MADAM^  ' 

1  HAVE  duly  received,  through  ray  Book* 
seller^  Mr.  Sherwood,  your  Ladyship's  Letter, 
dated,  8cc,  &c. ;  in  which  you  require  to  be 
informed,  whether  the  Print  that  appeared 
fim:  as  a  frontispiece  to  the  seventh  Edition^  is 
to  be  consid^^d  as  a  real  portrait  of  ^e  Au- 
thor,' or  merely  fancy-work. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  state  to  your  Ladyship 
in  reply,  that  it  is  indeed  all  fancy-work,  mere 
f;^t:y,  no  more  like  me  than  an  Apple's  like 
an  Oyster,  or  mn  Oyster  like  your  Ladyship* 
It  could  not  t}'ell  be  othei-wi^e,  for  I  detftiftre 
3  never  saw  either  the  designer  or  engrav^rj. 
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either  Mr.  Clennell  or  Mr.  Hopwood^  in  ad 
my  life,  nor  they  me ;  it  was  judged  fit,  to  say 
the  truths  by  wiser  persons  than  myself,  that 
somethiDg  of  a  frontispiece  or  portrait  should 
appear,  and  I  had  a  very  whimsical  conceit  in  my 
own  head  upon  this  point,  but  as  it  happenedf^ 
I  could  not  so  easily  get  it  out  of  n\y  own  head; 
nor,  which  is  more  to  the  purpose,  at  such  a 
distance  as  I  live  from  Mr.  Cltnuell,  could  I 
very  easily  get  it  into  his  head,  instead  of  my 
otvn.  Could  I  but  have  done  this,  the  Print 
would  have  been  better,  for  that  gentleman 
certainly  draws  very  prettily,  only  he  has  not 
quite  caught  my  idea ;  and  as  to  myself,  I  draw 
worse  than  any  poker,  and  never  therefore  am 
able  to  describe  my  own  fancies. 

I  acquiesced  in  the  measure  of^dding  somb 

•oil  of  portrait,  because  it  seems  to  be  the 

£Euhion  with   such  eminent  persons   as  me, 

whose  book  has  passed  through  so  many  edi« 

tiiMis.     I  remember  from  a  child  how  I  used 

to  be  delighted  with  the  portraits  in  my  spelling 

books,  of  a  Mr.  Ainsworth,  yqd  I  think  a  ftft. 

Dibs>orth  also,  each  with  a  peq  in  his  hand,  and 

a  lehoolmaster's  cap  on  his  head;  and  IbcUev^ 

▼oi*.  I.  c 
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lome  of  the  later  editions  of  Mrs.  Glasse't 
Cookery  are  ornamented  with  a  portrait  of  that 
tastj/  writer  and  elegant  authoress ;  so  that  I 
thought  it  high  time^  that  some  frontispiece  of 
that  kind  should  be  added  to  my  own  book ; 
especially  as  others  advised  it  too:  but  your 
Lad vship  cannot  imagine  how  very  unlike .  me 
it  is,  for  I  am  a  very  little  man ;  in  my  shoes^ 
not  above  five  feet  three  inches  and  a  quarter 
at  the  utmost.  I  never  wear  a  white  waistcoat^ 
and  scarcely  ever  sit  with  my  hand  in  my  bosoms 
or  my  legs  so  far  asunder. 

As  your  Ladyship  seems  desirous  of  having 
some  idea  of  my  jxjrson,  I  will  endeavour  to 
tell  you  what  little  I  know  about  it.  My 
stature^  as  I  said^  is  diminutive.  I  wear  my 
own  hair,  which  Is  darkish  and  curii  naturally 
all  manner  m  ways,  and  1  iiever  do  intend  to 
wear  a  wig, — 


L^nless  indeed 


But  that  your  Ladyship  may  depend  upon  i^ 
tSH  never  hfippen.  My  countenance  is  avciy 
vodd  one.  I  had.  those  indentures  across  ^ny 
foreh^Avmfcb J^^^ple  call  wrinkles,  as  6u*  ai 
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I  knoM'^  from  my  infancy.  To  the  amount  of 
about  four  or  five  horizontal  ones  divided  in 
the  niiddlej  as  it  were^  thus^ 


and  one  very  deep  perpendicular  one  between 
my  eyesj  at  the  top  of  my  nose.  I  very  well 
remember  being  told  by  the  famous  Garrkk, 
when  I  was  a  boy^  that  I  bad  go4  ki$  mark,  to 
which  he  attributed  much  of  his  commaud  ot 
countenance;  however  I  am  not  a  Gar  rick, 
niadam^  for  all  this ;  though  I  have  trodden  a 
stage  in  my  time,  not  a  public  one  indeed,  but 
a  very  grarid  one,  if  the  truth  were  known. 

A  noble  and  celebrated  Marquis,  now  no 
more,  used  to  insist  upon  it,  that  I  bore  a  strong 
resemblance  to  Julius  Cistsar ;  but  to  the  best 
of  my  belief,  I  am  no  more  of  a  Julius  desar, 
than  of  a  Garrick.  My  nose  is  not  very  lonjf, 
nor  very   short;  something  I  think  of  this 

ihape  ^  My  eyes  are,  as  to  colour ^  I  be- 
lieve, greenish,  or  greyish ;  permips^ather  more 
of  the  latter.    As  to /xprcsswt,  your  I>d^sbip» 
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J  am  sure^  will  not  expect  nie  to  be  particular 
upon  ihi$  head.  I  am  uoder-javved ;  but  my 
chin^  and  ears^  and  11  ps^  and  cheeks^  much  lilgQ 
other  peoples.  I  am  not  at  all  bulky^  but  my 
breadth^  et  present,  admirably  proportioned  to 
my  beigfat* 

My  thumb,  Madata,  ikieanuves  taancAf  two 
inches  and  iix^entks  of  an  inch  rouiMi;  m^iiek 
I  tak«  die  liberty  of  menttonit^  to  yoiii'  L^dy* 
riiip;  because  /Aae  doubled  (or  my  mat,  an4 
•gain  doubled  for  my  ne4ikf  and  apiiii  for  my 
waist,  will  give  you  a  rery  fsur  sdet  oi  mj 
fize. 

Your  Ladyship  further  expresses,  a  tender 
anxiety  to  know  whether  I  am  married  or 
WBgle;  by  which  i  think  myself  extremely 
honoured  and  flattered  indeed !  but,  Madam^ 
the  case  i»,  that — my  uife  and  children  desire 
to  offer  their  best  respects  to  your  Ladyship, 

J  have  the  Honour  to  be. 
Your  much  obliged 

And  very  humble  Servant, 
V  TheAdthob. 
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PREFACE 

TO  THE   EIGHTH   EDITIOX* 


I  AM  S6ri7  to  trouble  the  Public  more  than 
necessary^  but  1  cannot  send  an  Eighth  Edition 
of  Thinks^I'to-myself  to  the  Press,  without 
noticing  certain  curious  circumstances  which 
bave  occurred  since  the  Publication  of  th^ 
Seventh. 

In  the  Preface  to  that  Edition^  I  stated^  that 
I  did  not  pretend  to  know  myself,  (for  whai 
pretension  more  extravagant  than  this?)  and 
that  I  could  less  than  ever  make  out  what  I 
was,  in  consequence  of  the  several  opinions 
formed  of  me  in  the  world  from  the  perusal  of 
my  book.    All  this,  I  undoubtedly  thought  at 
the  time,  was  mere  matter  of  joke*    I  did  not: 
seriously  apprehend,  that  any  body  would  sup«^ 
pose  that  1  really  did  not  know  who  I  myself 
vras,  or  what  I  was,  or  what  I  did  or  did  not 
do;  but  now,  to  my  utter  astonishment,  I  am, 
u  nearly  as  can  be^  compeUed  to  b«(ieve  thai 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


xlvi 

all  this  is  plain  matter  of  &ct.  For^  either  there 
is  another  /,  or  /  am  not  myself,  or  I  am 
capable  of  having  been  the  doer  of  deeds  that 
I  am  confident  I  never  did  do* 

I  do  vow  and  protest  most  solemnly^  that  to 
the  best  of  my  wvn  personal  kaovyliedge  apd 
belief,  this  very  work  in  two  Volumes,  J2mo^ 
published  originajlj  in  April,  1811^  byMe^sr^, 
Sherwood,  Neely,  and  Jones,  is  the  only  work 
of  the  kind  J  I  did  ever  print  or  publish  \n  the 
whole  course  of  my  Life*  Nevertheless  not 
many  months  ago  the  following  Advertisement 
appeared  m  the  paUic  papers, 

ISAYS,  SAYSL 

III  the  presl^  and  in  a  few  days  wiH  be  pul^ 
lished  in  2  ^1s.  l^mo.  price  10s.  6d.  boai^6> 

1  SAYS,  SAYS  I,  Being  a  litdicrous  aeccmnt 
^f  the  Russell  and  Diddle  Famiftes ;  and  con- 
taining descriptive  sketches  of  Characters  w6ieh 
every  one  knows,  And  delineations  of  Scenes 
ili^iich  every  body  has  witnessed. 

By  THINKS  I  TO  MYSELF- 
^  Printed  for  J.  Ji^ston^  Cfaeapside^  waAwiA 
i^^JSookseUerar  —  - 
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I  dioiig^t  it  extremely  odd.  My  friendt 
liiought  it  extremely  impudent;  and  I  vrat 
rather  urged  to  contradict  it.  But  it  struck  me; 
that  iu  fact.  Jam  not  *'  2'hiti/;s-I-to-mi/$elf,^ 
but  the  AUTHOR  of  ''  Thinks^Uo-mysclf,'' 
HOT  is  '*  T/nnkS'I'to  myself /*  any  body,  either 
of  the  first,  second,  or  third  Person;  and  *^it 
dierefore  nobody  was  really  offended.  Soon 
afier^  however,  a  second  advertisement  ap« 
peared,  in  the  Name  of  the  said  "  Thinks- f-to^ 
^y^^lfi"  be^mg  that  the  Public  would  be 
graciously  pleased  to  send  speedily  for  HIS 
NEW  WORK,  and  to  "  give  their  ordera 
immediately  for  fear  of  disappointments/^ 

This  seemed  to  cotne  a  little  nearer  home. 
"My  Printer  and  Publisher,  and  my  friends  in 
^neral,.  advise''  •^e  now,  to  oontrsdict  both 
advertisements  without  any  farther  delay,  and 
to  undeceive  the  public.  I  therefore  gave  di- 
rections for  a  comiter- statement  to  be  inserted* 
in  the  papers  as  soon  as  possible,  which  ap- 
peared accordingly.  This^,  I  flattered  myseff 
liad  done  the  business,  and  that  I  had  snffi- 
cientiy  put  tire  world  upon  its  guard  against  aU 
xoiBtakes  and  deceptiont ;  iyiit>  quite  the  con* 
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trary !  for  in  a  very  few  days  after,  appeared 
the  f  jllcwing  curious  contradictioa  of  my  own 
cputradiction ! ! 

'*  I  SAYS>SAYS  I. 

THINKS-I-TCM YSELF3  Author  of  1 
says,  says  I,  begs  leave  to  inform  his  friends^ 
and  the  public  in  general^  that  HIS  NEW 
WORK,  as  above,  is  now  ready  for  delivery 
in  2  Vols.  12mo.  price  10s.  6d,  Printed  for 
J,  Johnston,  See.  &c.  And  the  Author  offers 
a  Reward  of  FlFfY  POUNDS  to  any  per- 
son who  can  prove  I  says,  says  I,  not  to  be 
fron»  the  ptn  of  THINKS-l-TO-MYSELF, 
as  the  unprecedented  sale  of  which  has  induced 
some  evil-disposed  Persons  to  assert  the  con. 
traiy,  with  a  view  to  injure  the  reputation 
which  the  Author  has  already  acquired,  and 
for  which  he  feels  gratefiJ." 

What  could  I  be  expected  to  do  now  ?  Here 
was  not  only  a  positive  contradiction  of  my 
.own  positive  denial  of  the  work,  but  my  veiy 
attempts  to  save  my  own  reputation,  were 
openly  denounced  as  the  insidious  manceuvres 
of  certain  evil-disposed  persons  to  injure  and 
abuse  it ! ! 
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My  body  will  suppose^  thatl  did^  for  a  m«- 
meDt  at  leasts  indulge  a  hope^  that  by  going  be- 
fore my  Lord  Mayor,  or  some  other  Magistrate, 
J  might  gel  the  Ji/iy  pounds  reward ;  for  I  cer- 
tainly felt  that  I  could  as  easily  prove^  that  I  was 
not  the  Author  of  *'  I  says,  says  I/'  as  I  could 
prove  that  I  was  not  King  of  England.  But 
alas  I  ''  Thinks^I'-to-^mii/ielfJ' is  after  nil  aliH  a 
non-entity,  and  of  course,  ^'  ki$  Pen,"  a  tion- 
entity ;  and  my  P«o  io  only  mj/  own  Pen,  and 
Bobody  else's,  ^6rtav)ly.  Aud  then,  as  to 
the  Reward ;  who  offers  to  pay  it  f  why  nobody, 
but  the  actual  Author  of  '^  I  says,  says  I," 
and  who  that  is,  or  where  he  lives,  or  where 
he  is  to  be  found,  I  am  sure  I  know  no  more 
than  the  Man  in  the  Moon! 

What  reception  the  Rmselt  and  Diddle 
families  will  meet  with  from  the  world,  I  know 
not,  but  they  have  certainly  combined  to  play 
the  world  and  myself  a  trick  of  some  magni- 
tude. And  I  must  beg  the  Author  of  /  says, 
says  J,  to  be  so  good  as  to  consider  for  me, 
what  steps  I  must  take,  if  it  should  ever  come 
into  my  head  to  write  anolhtr  Novel,  to  cou- 
viuce  the  Public  that  1  am  really  the  AutUor 
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of  thj  own  works ;  for  henceforth^  through  his 
txtraordinary  care  q/  my  reputation,  I  must 
expect  to  be  believed  about  as  well  as  the -idle 
Shepherd's  Boy,  who  cried  *'  Wolf/  ''  Wolf,** 
Upon  a  pretence,  'till  he  could  not  obtain  credit 
when  it  was  matter  of  fact. 

I  shall  conclude  with  offering  ONE  HUN- 
DRED POUNDS  Reward  to  any  Persoa 
who  can  prove,  that  the  Author  of ''  Thinks- 1- 
tO'tny&elf^  is  the  Author  of  "  I  says,  say«  I  ;** 
which,  if  I  can  trust  my  own  pen,  ink  and 
paper,  and  all  the  thoughts  that  L  have  or  have 
not  expressed  by  then^  is 

IMPOSSIBLE. 

1%9/A,  1812. 


TWO  other  works  are  either  published,  or 
about  to  be  published^  one  of  which  professes 
to  be ''  by  One  who  Thinks-for- Himself,'*  and 
tl^  olher  to  be,  *'  an  Answer  to  Thinks-Lio* 
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fnjpdf^  entitled^  '^  FIl  consider  ofit."^  I  am 
much  flattered  by  the  Coiii[Ainent$  paid  to  my 
book^  and  am  inclined  to  hope  I  shall  rather 
bavedone  good  than  harm,  if  I  shall  have  in* 
duced  nK>re  persons  than  usual^  to  '*  tkink^or" 
themselves/'  provided  in  doing  so,  they  Mill 
but  be  careful  in  all  instances  'la  **  consider 
ofity'  sagely  and  maturely. 


I  AM  also  just  informed^  that  at  on6  of  our 
public  Tlieatres  a  Song  is  introduced  on  the 
Stage,  bearing  allusion  to  my  book.  I  hope 
it  is  chaste,  moral,  and  correct ;  for  since  many 
people,  through  want  of  thought,  are,  as  every 
body  knows,  in  the  habit  of  singing-iO'thcm^ 
iekeSy  as  I  wish  not  to  be  responsible  for 
the  excitement  of  any  evil  thoughts,  so  certain- 
ly  not  even  for  any  singings  in  the  head,  w  kich 
way  lead  Xq  harm. 


,y  Google 


V 
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THINKS-I-TO-M  YSELF;  &c- 


1  WAS  born  of  very  honest,  worthy, 
and  respectable  parents:— *at  least  I 
think  so.  They  were  certainly  fully  as. 
much  so  ais  their  neighbours :  their  cir*- 
cuinstances  were  affluent;  their  rank  in 
life  conspicuous;  their  punctuality  as 
ta  the  (Jischarge  of  all  just  debts,  and 
regular  payment  of  their  tradespeople, 
unexceptionable.  They  generally  ap^ 
peared  to  be  regarded  by  all  around 
ttem  in  a  very  respectable  liglit,  being 
iu  the  habit  of  receiving  nnd  returning^ 
according  to  the  customs  of  the  wprld^ 
all  the  usual  compliments  and  civilities 
of  visits,  entei'tainments,  &c.  &;c^  Divert 
VOL,  J  B        .  -/" 
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personages  of  all  ranks  and  denomina* 
tions  used  occasionally  to  resort  to  the 
house:  some  in  carriages^  some  on  horse- 
h^ck,  j^me  on  foot ;  some,  in  a  formal^ 
stiff,  ceremonious  manner ;  some,  upon  ^ 
a  footing  of  iqikuacy  and  quality ;  soihe^ 
upon  special  irivitation;  some,  quite  un* 
expected. 

Kot  having  very  good  health  m  niy 
early  days,  1  lived  mflch  at*  home,  and 
generally  kept  my  good^fcrther  C0m- 
pany  ;  so  that  I  was  present  at  noflflfet  of 
the  meetings  and  greetings  of  which  I 
have  spokdn;"  privy  to  all  the  prelilfli- 
Tiary  arrangements  of  chosen  and  .sct 
lect  parties ;  and  a  witness  commonly  to 
tlie  reception  given  to  the  several  hvcita- 
ihm  that  came  from  all  quarters  of  the 
neighbourhood :— as  Lord  and  Lady 
/A/5  ;— Sir  Timothy  and ''Lady  thc^  ; — 
Mn  and  Mrs,  JV*^*  thing,  &c.  *c^ 
&c,-^U  in  their  turns,  and  out  of  their 


iSL-"^»v^ '' '.'  • 
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tarns,  weicome  or  untveicofne,  friends  of 
foes,  were,  in  the  cour^se  of  the  year,  ad-- 
BEiitted  or  kivilied  to  the  Hall« 

For  we  lived,  yoa  must  knovr,  in  a 

Hall!   that  is,  our  house  was  called 

so  :~not  when  I  was  borfl,  nor  'till  long 

afterwards  ;  nor  ever  very  seifiously ;  ra* 

tber  indeed  as  a  nick-name  than  any 

thing  else.     The*  case  was  this  ;-^my 

sister  happened  tohave  a  correspondent 

at  a  school  near  London,  who  finding  it 

essentially  necessary  to  the  support  of 

her  dignity  among  her  school-fellows, 

aVways  directed  her  letters  so  : — for  the 

parente  of  one,  she  founr^,  lived  at  some«^ 

thing  House  ;  and  of  another  at  whatV 

itVname  Place;  and   of  another  at 

tliiD^iMnme  Lodge  ;  of  another  at  tlie 

Grange;  'of  another  atth^  Cas^^Le  j 

of  another  at  the  Park  :  some  lived  on 

Mount  Pleasants;    softie   on   Rostr 

Hills ;  some  on  Primrose  Banks;  some* 
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at  Belle-vues  ;  some  in  Paragons  ; 
some  in  Circus's:  some  in  Crescents; 
in  short,  all  boasted  of  a  title  and  dis- 
tinction,  which  our  poor  old  mansion 
seemed  to  want :    whether  it  were  the 

,  dwelling  of  a  Duke,  or  a  Cheesemonger, 
it  was  all  one : — so  that  in  her  own  de- 
fence, she  thought  it  fit  to  aggrandize 
lier  correspondent  in  the  eyes  of  Ijer 
school-fellows,  by  conferring  a  title  of 

•  $ome  sort  or  other  on  our  old  mansion  ; 
and  as  Hall  appeared  to  be  as  much 
unoccupied  as  any,  she  determined  to 
direct  to  us,  not  at  simple  "  Grumble- 
thorpCf''  as  formerly,  but  at  Grum-ble- 
THORPE  Hall,  which  certainly  mounded 
much  grviden 

And  95  for  tlie  House's  sake,  I  must 

fiver,    that    it    deserved    a    title  far 

.^raore  than  Kalf  the  Lodges,  and  Places, 

and   Parks,  and  Mounts,    and  Hills, 

md  Ban^s  io   tlie  Jkin^dom;  fopjt 


1^'as  a  regular,  good,  old-fashioned  man- 
sion ;  situated  in  a  very  reverend  and 
venerable  parlc ;  with  a  stately  avenue  of 
lofty  elms,  reaching  near  a  quarter  of  a 
mile ;  a  handsome  terrace  in  front,  and 
It  noble  prospect  from  the  drawing-room 
window;  so  that  I  have  often  thought 
it  no  less  than  a  degradation  of  our  ve- 
nerable residence  to  be  tricked  out  in  this 
manner ; — but  our  friend  could  not,  it 
seems,  well  help  it:  to  live  at  only 
^*  Grumblethorpej'  sounded  so  base  in 
the  refined  ears  of  her  associates,  that 
she  was  in  noismall  danger  of  being  iKon* 
'  temned  and* despised  for  having  such 
a  correspondent;  especially  by  Miss 
BlazCf  the  daughter  of  a  retired  tallow- 
chandler,  whose  father  lived  at  Candle- 
wick  Castle ;  and  who  was  continually 
throwing  out  hints,  that  wo^  to  li'ce,  at  a 
Castle  J  or  a  Park,  or  a  Placry  or  a 
Mousey  or  a  Lodge,  manifestly  and  un- 
ecfuivocally,  bespoke  so  lowly  an  origin^ 

*.         V        . 
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and  so  Plebeian  a  parentage,  that,  fof 
her  part,  she  wondered,  how  any  persorv 
50  meanly  connected,  could  possibljf' 
have  found  her  way  to  so  genteel,  and 
Hlect  a  seminary; — ^in  short,  oup. friend 
found,  that  the  only  way  to  allay  the 
degrading  suspicions  which  had  been 
excited,  was,  to  new-name  our  old  man- 
sion, and  Grumblethorpe  Hall  becamQ 
its  established  designation.    -  '     ' 

Well, — to  this  mansion,  this  Hall,  as 
I  said  before,  divers  persons  and  per* 
sonages  resorted.  The  neighbourhood 
was  tolerably  large,  and  the  neighbours 
themselves,  what  is  commonly  called^ 
fiOGiABLE; — so  that  what  with  stated, 
and  settled,  ^ud  pop  vfeits,  we  were  sel'^ 
^m  alone. 

>  I  know  not  under  what  *ji«i?^ulaF 
planet  I  wa3  born  ;•— I  neVec  asked  any 
cunning  man  to  cast  my  iiatJvity,  iin# 
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not  being  bora  under  Mercuryy  I^as 
never  cunning  enough  to  find  itout  of 
myself; — but  if  there  be  any  oi^jof  them,  ^ 
tliat  has  any  particular  influ^taces  in  the 
way  of  consideration^  refldctionj  or  so- 
Uloquyy  no  doubt  I  wasivjni  "under  that; 
fpr  being  more  giv^tq  taciturnity  than 
loquacity   in^/riiy   boyhood   and   early 
youth,  ajyi^being  sickly  besides,  the  part 
I  g«£^^ly  bore,  in  most  of  the  compa- 
:    ni^  speak  of,   was,  to  sit  quite  quiet, 
^^d  make  observations  and  remarks  to 
^myself,  upon  the  conversation  and  con- 
dtii^t  of  others;   and  by  degrees  I  got 
kto  a  habit,  not  only  of  thinking,  but  of 
talking  to  myself:,  and  if  any  thing  was 
done  or  uttered  at  any  time,  that  sug- 
gested certain  e^w-utterable  remarks,  I. 
.fell  into  that  particular  state  of  solilo- 
quy, and.  mental  reflection,    which    I 
^^annat  possibly  define  or  describe.other* 
wise,  ti^an  by  tl^e  vulgar  and  trite,  but 
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sigHficdnt  phrase,  "  TiiiNK&-i-To-]srr- 

} 

It  is  past^^l  conception,  how  conti- 
nually I  wasW*^^'^  ^^  ^^^^  recourse  to 
these  mental  renilj;^  5—^  word 

^  as  uttered  that  diS()9^  spgg^st  some- 
thing odd  and  vrhirn&icanl§^yj?^atchful 
mind ; — often  did  it  make  me^JfJJte  trem- 
ble for  fear  I  should,  by^any  accent' 
or  inadvertency,   utter  ahiidy^l 
passing  only  in  my  thoughts  ;  I  suppose^ 
had  it  happened,  it  would  at  any  time;Jr\ 
and  on  a  sudden,  "have  made  sue^  a 
groupe,  as  nothing  but  the  pencil  of  an 
Hogarth    could   have  adequately  des- 
scribed; — for  in  our  neighbourhood,  as 
in  most  others,  (though  a  very  sociable 
one),   the   truth  is, — there    were  such 
likings  and  dislikings^   such  jealousies 
und  sBspicions,  such  envyings  and  emu- 
lations, such  a  contrariety  of  feelings 
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and  sentiments,  as  Mould  have  set  every 
thing  ia  an  uproar  in  a  moment,  bad  not  ^ 
the  utmost  and  most  unwearied  at- 
tention been  paid,  by  all  parties,  to 
the  preventing  any  discovery  of  the 
hiith. 

J      ' 

IVIy  poor  mother  had  not  a  spark  of 
ill-nature  in  her  disposition,   no  pride, 
nouncharitableness  ; — but  was  certainly 
as  >*eU-bred,  and  as  ready  to  made  al- 
bwanced  for  others  as  naost  people  ;— 
but  she  could  distinguish,   as  well  a^ 
any,  between  agreeahles  and  disagree^ 
ables,  and  be  as  much  affected  by  tliem  ; 
and  thought,  I  believe,  that  take  it  air 
together^  there  was  raiher  a  predomi^ 
fiance  of  the  latter>Mo  the  affairs  and  oc- 
cupations, and  comnxHi  p^rauks  of  tli0 
world  ; — she  did  not  ope»  her  mmd  to 
me  so  fully  upon  the  subjeisit,  as  to  en* 
able  me  to  state  what  was  the  txntt 
fiaiU'e  of  her  feeling  but  I  coat4  eoi^ 
t  % 
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lect  a  good  deal  from  Her  conduct  and 
niaimci' occasionaU  J. 

The  first  tendency  to  indulge  myself 
in  the  lucubrations  and  reflections  I  de* 
scribe,  arose  from  the  strange  circum^ 
stances  that  seemed  to  me,  to  attend 
her  intercourse  with  herneighbours; — 
that  is,  the  gifoing  abd  receiving  of 
visits! 

One  day,  when  I  was  sitting  quite 
inug  with  her,  and  she  was  occupfed  ih 
writing  to  my  sister,  who  was  absent  from 
home,  I  spied  at  the  end  of  the  avenue, 
a  groupe  of  pedestrians  slowly  making 
up  to  Grumblethorpe  Hall,  apparently 
dressed  in  their  best  bibs  and  tuckers  £dr 
a  morwing  visit:  Thinks- Lto-myself^ 
bere*s  some  Agreeable  company  <!Oming 
to  my  dear  -ijiama !  how  kind  it  is  of 
her  Bcigbbonrs^to  call  in  upon  her  thusj 
and  not  l^ave  her  to  mope  away  her  ikne 
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Tjy  herself,  as  though  she  were  buried 
alive ! 

Not  being  willing  however  to  run 
^ny  risk  of  dUappointing  her,  I  waited 
patiently  to  see  whether  they  were  reallif 
coming  to  the  HalJ,  for  part  of  tlie  ave- 
nue was  the  highway  to  the  village  :   I 
kept  watching  them  therefore  with  no-'*  v 
small  anxiety,  for  fear  they  should  turri 
away  abruptly^  and  deceive  my  expecta- 
tions ;  but  when  I  saw  them  happily  ad- 
vanced beyond  the  turning  to  the  vil- 
lage, and  was  therefore  certain  that  they 
were  really  coming  to  see  my  dear  mo- 
ther, I  hastily  turned  round  to  her^  ex- 
claiming, "  Here's  ever  so  many  people 
coming,  mama ;"  thinking  to  delight  her 
,i'ery  heart  :-^'*  People  coming,''   says 
she ;    **  I  hope  riot !"   "  Yes,  indtcd, 
there  are,''  says  I ; — "  one,  two,  tliree,    . 
four  ladies,  a  little  boy,  and  two  pu^ 
dogs,  I  do  declare  r  "  Bless. my  soul  !f '— 
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says  my  mother,-—"  how  provoking  ? 
it   i$   certainly   Mrs*   Fidget   and   her 
daughters,  and  that^  troublesome  child, 
and  now  I  can't  finish  my  letter  to  your 
sister  before  the  post  goes  ! — I  wish  to 
goodness  they  would  learn  to  stay  at 
home,  and  let  one  have  one's  time  to 
one's  self  r'  ThinkS'Lto-myselfy  my  poor 
mother  seems  not  much  to  like  their 
coming;    I  am   afraid   the   Mrs.  and 
Miss  Fidgets     will    meet  with  rathei' 
an    unkindly    reception!     however,    I 
plainly  saw  that  there  was  no  stopping 
them  ; — they  got  nejarer  and  nearer;— r 
the  walking  was  net  over  clean,  and  my 
mother  was  the  neatest  woman  in  the 
world. — Thinks-I  to-myself^    the    Pug 
dogs  will  dirty- thfe  room.     At  last  tliey 
arrived; — the    servant    ushered    thiem 
in ; — sure  enough  it  was  Mrs.  and  Miss 
Fidgets,  and  the  troublesovie  child,  and 
all!  Mrs.  Fidget  ruo  up  to  my  motli^ 
as  though  she  would  have  kissed  her,  ' 
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So  gkd  did  she  seem  io  see  her.  My 
mother,  (bless  her  honest  soul!)  rose 
from  her  seat,  and  greeted  them  mo^st 
civilly.  "  This  is  very  kind  indee4» 
Mrs.  Fidget,  **  says  she,  "  atid  I  esteem 
it  a  great  favour  I — I  had  no  idea  yovi 
could  have  walked  so  far;  I  am  dCr 
lighted  to  see  you  !"—  ^ 

Thinks'I'tO'Tjfy^eify — she  wishes  yort 
all  at  Old  Nick »!!—  *        ' 

Mrs.  Fidget  assured  her  she  might 
take  it  as  a  particular  favor,  for  slie 
had  not  done  such  a  thing,,  she  believed^ 
for  the  last  six  months ;  and  she  should 
never  have  attempted  it  now  to  visit  any 
Jfody  else  I 

Thinks'I'to-myselfyr—ihtxi  Mrs.  'Fid-^ 
get  you  have  lost  your  labour ! — ^*^  And 
how,"  says  afie,  "  how  I  amto^et  home 
again^  I  am  sure  I  caanot.t€n>  for  £ 
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Teally  am  thoroughly  knockecl  op  f^— 
ThmkS'Lto-myself,    my    dear    mothef 
lyod't  like  to    bear  that! — but  I  was 
^fiistaken ;  for,  turning  to  Mris.  Fidgety 
«he  said^   with  the   greatest  2»ar^  of 
complacency^   *■  that  s  giiod  Jieanng  for 
hb;  then  we  shall  have  the  pleasure  of 
your  company  to  Dlnnerj  Mr.  Dermont 
will  be  delighted^  when  he  comes  home, 
to  fi?td ymi  aUhere :'' — "O  you  are  very 
good,"  says  Mrs,  Fidget,  "  but  I  must 
return  whether  I  can  walk  or  not,  only 
I  fear  I  must  trouble  you  with  a  longer 
visit  than  may  be  agreeable ;"    "   the 
longer   the     better y''     says    my    dear 
mjalher.        Thinks- I-to-m\fselj\  —  that'^ 
»— r— !!'"    /-;:     ^    . 

While  my  mother  and  Mrs.  Fidget 

-were  engaged  in  Xk^  frieneUy  and  coin- 

fUmentmy  conversation,^  the  Mi^  Fid- 

i^gefs  were  lifting  up  the  little  toy  to  a 

.J4|a^e  in  which  my  mother's   favourite 
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^aaary  bird  hung,  and  the  boy  was  zq* 
Aialously  .poking  bis  fingers  through  the 
^ires  of  the  J  cage,  to  the  great  alarni 
«iid  annoyance  of  the  poor  little  animal.* 
Thmhs-I'to-myselfy     my    mother   Mill 
wirii  you  behind    the   fire    presently, 
yom^  gentleman  I— but  no  such  thingt 
^    ■   for  just  atjithskt  moment,  she  turn'd 
round,    and  seeing  how  be  was  occu^ 
pied,  aslced,  if  the  cage  should  be  takea 
down  to  amuse  bim :  ^^  he  is  a  suv^et  boy^ 
Mrs.   Fidget,"  says,  she ;   "  how  old  i$ 
he?"  "  just  turned  of  four/'  says  Mrs, 
Fidget;—"  only  four ^'  says  my  mother; 
•"  be  is  a  remaikably ^/&^  strong  boy  for 
that  age!"  "  he  is  indeed  a  fine  child/*  . 
jsays  Mrs.  Fidget;  "but  don't  my  (fear 
do  that,"  says.sbe,  "you  frigliten  tl^e 
^poor  bird."*— As  the  Miss  Fidgets  w^t 
about  to  put  him  do«rn,  my  mother  ver^ 
lured  to  assume  them,  tl^at.  he  would  d^ 
no  harm ;   "  pretty  little  JellotfC  sa^ti "' 
jbhc,  "  pray  let  bun  amttse  bimselfc"'     ^ 
4 
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'  All  this  while,  the  two  pug  dogs  were- 
Tecomwiiring  the  drawing-room  and 
furniture,  jumping  upon  the  sofe  con- 
tinually with  their  dirty  feet,  and  repeat* 
edly  trying  to  discern  (by  the  applica- 
tion of  their  pug  noses  to  our  feet  and 
knees)  who  roy  mother  and  myself  could 
be,  barking  besides  in  concert  at  every 
movei|ient  aj^  every  strange  noise  they 
heard  in  the  passage  and  Hall  :-^Mrs. 
Fidget,  sonaetimes  pretending  to  chide 
them,  and  my  mother  as  carefully  pre- 
tending to  excuse  them  with  faer  whole 
heart : — ^ofteri  did  I  catch  her  easting,  as 
*  I  thought  i  d^  wishful  eye  on  the  letter  to 
my  sister,  which  lay  unfinished  on  the 
f  table  \^^y  oncetven  when  her  attention 
had  beien  particularly  solicited  to  some 
extraordinary  attitudes  into  which  the 
Tittle  dogs  had  been  severally  bidden  to 
put  themselves  yor  hes'  express  amuse* 
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'  But  tiiese  canine  exhibitions  were  no- 
thing to  the  one  with  which  we  were  af- 
terwards threatened ;  for  my  mother^s 
high  cooiDiendations  of  the  little  gentle*, 
man  of  four  it/ears  old,  induced  his  sis- 
ters to  propose  to  their  mother  that  he 
should  "  let  Mrs.  Dermont  hear  how 
well  he  could  spout  /'  that  is,  that  he 
should  entertain  us  %vith  a  specimen  of 
his  premature  memory  ai^  oratorical 
talents^  by  speaking  a  speech. 

Strong  solicitations  were  acconl- 
ingly  made  to  little  Master,  to  begin 
the  required  display  of  his  rheto- 
rical abilities,  but  whether  it  were 
on  account  of  shyness,  or  indolence,  or 
sulkiness,  or  caprice,  or,  in  short,; joerely 
that  little  Master  was  not  in  a  spouting 
cue,  he  betrayed  such  an  obstinate  re^ 
pugnance  to  the  task  imposed  uponhlm^. 
that  it  required  all  the  entreaties  of  tt^ 
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rest  of  the  p»rty  tQ  induce  him  4o  make 
the  j3a»aUest  advances  towards  the  ex- 
hibitioa  proposed.  E»ch  of  his  sisters' 
went  down  on  lier  knees  to  coax  him, 
while  Mrs.  Fidget  huffed  and  coaxed, 
and  cpaxed  and  huffed  by  turns,  till 
she  wQs  almost  tired  of  it.  Now  pro^ 
mising9uch  a  load  of  sweetmeats  as  soon 
lus  he  got  home  if  he  would  but  begin ; 
and  in  the  ^me,  breath  threatening  the 
severest  applicatioti  of  the- rod  if  he  di^ 
not  instantly  comply.  At- one  time 
kisjsing  him  and  hugging  him  with  a 
^^  Now,  do  my  dearest  love,  be  a  man, 
and  speak  your  speech;"  at  another, 
almost  shaking  his  head  off  his  shoulders, 
Mith  a  "  stupid  boy!  how  can  you  be 
W  nai||^ty  before  company?" 

At  las^  however,  upon  my  mothers 
tapping  tSt|i,pretty  child  under  the  chin, 
^nd  taking  hitn  kindiif  by  the  h^nd,  and 
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expressing  (Heaven  bless  hex; !)  the mosi. 
ardefzt  wish  and  desire  to  be  so  indulged^ 
he  did  condescend  to  advance  into  the 
middle  of  the  room,  and  was  upon  the 
point  of  beginning,  when  Mrs.*  Fidget 
most  considerately  interposed,  to  pro- 
cure him  to  put  his  right  foot  a  little 
forwarder,  with  the  toe  more  out,  and 
to  direct  him  about  the  proper  motion, 
that  is,  the  up4ifting  and  down-dropping 
of  his  right  arm  during  the  performaqce^ 
One  of  his  sisters,  in  the  mean  time,^ 
^eating  herself  near  t6  him,  for  fear 
pf  any  acci/iental  slip  or  failure  ii> 
the  young  gentleman's  miracujous  met 
wory. 

His  j5r^  attempt  was  upon  JPope^ 
Universal  Prayer^  bwt  unfortunately,  of 
the  fourtl)  line,  he  managed  constantly 
to  mabe  bi^t  one  word,  and  that  so  odd 
&  mi^  ^\  the  sQuod  but  ill  ^toaed 
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for   the    manifest    ignorance    of    the 


^eose* 


Sather  of  all,  in  every  age^. 

In  every  clime  ador'd 
By  saint,  by  savage,  and  By  sage, 

Jovajovalord ! 


Jovajovalord !  This  was  the  word, 
and  ihe  only  word  that  could  be  got 
0ut  of  his  moath,  and  Thinks-I-tO'* 
fnyselfy  it  'would  be  well  if  no  greater 
blunders  ^  had  ever  been  cothmitted 
Vnth  regard  to  that  insidious  line ;  bow-^ 
ever,  in  consequence  of  this  invinci- 
ble misnomer,  the  Universal  Prayer 
wias  laid  by,  and  other  pieces  succes- 
sively proposed,  till  it  was  at  length 
unanimously  detemoined,  that  what  he 
s/wne  masi  i;?,  was  King  Leaf's  Addres^ 
to  the  Tempest,  and  this  was  $,t 
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ingly 'fixed  iipoti  as  his  ckef-dt(xuvre'\xi 
the  art  of  oratory. 

Sonie  prethnhiarief,  however,""  irithli 
instance  appeared  to  be  neciessary.  It 
was  not  reasonable  to  suppose  youn^ 
Master  could  address  a  storm  without 
'some  sort  of  symptoms  at  least  of  a  real 
.storm.  It  was  agreed  upon,  therefore^ 
that  he  should  not  commence  his  speech 
till  be  heard  a  rumbling  noise  proceed 
iroin  the  company  present,  and  we  wer^ 
jail   desired  to    bear   otir  part  in  tliiA 

ictitious  thuncfer;  how  we  all  thundered] 
cannot  pretend  to  say,  but  so  it  was^ 
lat   in  due  ti^e,   by  the  aid  of  s«cU 

loises  as  we  could  severally  and  jointly 
jcontribute,  the  storm  began  most  noblyi 
When  the  young  orator  steppjng  forward^ 
|iis  eyes  and  right  hand  raised,  and  his 

right  foot  protruded  stctmdem  arhm^  he 

ibus  began: 
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^fBlow  wiilda  aad  dg^k  yourt:hed»!"W 

*^  C|ack  your  cheeks/'  my  love,  says 
Ids  sister;  "  What  can  you  raeaa  by 
49Ragk  yopr  cheeks?:  xthatV  ti^i  pray?'* 

■  *'  Aye,  what  is  that,"  says  Mr»s.  Fidget  J 
V—"  ,but  I  believe,  ra'am,"  adds  she, 
taming  to  my  mother,  ''  I  must  make: his 
texcuses  for  him ;  yow  must  kaowy  he 
canni>t  be  brought  yet  to  pronounce  an 
K,  do  all  we  can,  so  that  he  always 
leaves ;  it  quite  out,  w  he  pronounces 
|t  exactly  like  a  W." 

;    TMnh-Lt^-mj/sdf  many  do  the  like^ 

"  We  choose  speeches  for  him,  tl^re* 
fore>"  contiftues  Mrs.  Fidget,  "in  which 
th^laare  many  RV  on  purpose  to  con* 
Ijuer  the  difficulty,  if  we  can  j^begia 
again,  my  dear,"  says  she,,  "and pray 
Remember  not  to  leave  out  your  RR*5  j" 
^p  he  began  afresh, 
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^^  Blow  winds^  and  ct&ack  your  cbeeks!  ttage>     » 

^^  JVage^  my  dear,"  says  Mrs.  Fidgety 
^  do  pray  try  to  say  rage." 

You  cataoracts  and  barrry  canoes,  9pout 
Till  you  have  d2i^ench'd  our  steeplei^j  dre'own'd 
the  cocks  !'* 

*'  Bless  nme/'  exclaims  Mrs.  Fidget, 
.^*  you  miglit  as  well  not  speak  at  all  as 
speak  so  j  I  defy  any  body  to  under- 
stand what  you  mean  by  dzt^own'd  the 
cocks !"  The  little  gentleitian,  however, 
proceeded  sptte  of  the  RR  s* 

^*  You  sulph^ous  and  thought  executing  fires. 
Vaunt — couteiers     of    oak-cleaving    thunder** 

bolts. 
Singe  my  white  head — and  tliou,  all- shaking. 

thunder, 
StriFike  flat  the  thick  tic  oti^ndity  o'  tli'  world  ; 
CuwK  k  ni^ture's  mould,  all  gerraioa  spill   at/ 

once 
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«    Tint  make  irngtrateful  mau, 

Wumhle  thy  beUy-fulJ,  spit  fire,  spout  tvain  l"^ 

"  O  dear,  dear,  dear,''  aays  Mrs* 
Fidget,  "  that  will  never  do;* a^umble 
thy  beily-full,  spit  fire,  and  spout  srain  ! 
who  ever  heard  of  such  things  ?  Betfer, 
my  love,  have  done  with  that,  and  try 
the  Bard,"  but  the  Bard  beginning 

^^  rruin  seize  thee  wuthless  king,^ 

put  us  too  much  in  mind  of  "  ti;uniblQ 
your  belly  full,'^  to  be  proceeded  with, 
and  therefore  little  master  was  at  last 
bidden  tc^descend  from  such  flights,  and 
try  his  Fable  ^  but  even  his  Fable,  wbicfc 
chanced  tx>  be^the  first  of  Gaj/,  hap- 
pening, most  unfortunately j  to  begin  with 
'^n  R,  his  setting  off  here  was  as  backus 
ever,  viz. 

*■*  JTi^moie  from  cities  lii»*d  a  swaio — " 
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bowever  be  got  through  about  ten  lined, 
making,  as  I  observed,  a  dead  pause 
at  the  end  of  every  one,  and  not  dis«* 
posing  very  discreetly,  either  of  bis  flc- 
ccnts  or  his  stops  ;  bis  delivery  being  as 
nearly  as  possible,  just  as  follows:  his 
accents  falling  on  the  words  printed  ui 
italics ;  and  his  pauses  as  noted  by  the 
perpendicular  and  horizontal  bars. 

'*'  His  head  was  |  diver  d  |  o'er  with  c^e— 
And  long  ex-  |  pericuce  \  made  him  <flj€-— 
Hi«  hours  in  |  cheerful  |  labor  flew— 
Nor  Eiivy  n^r  |  Ambition  knew—" 

At  the  beginning  of  every  couplet  I 
^Iso  found  his  right  arm  regularly  went 
up,  and  precisely  at  the  end  and  close 
of  every  rhyi^ie  came  plump  down  again. 
Most  happily  at  the  eleventh  line  the 
young  gentleman's  miraculous  meqaory 
was  mn-plus^df  and  neither  mama,  imr 
any  of  bi?i  sistetsi,  nor  either  of  the  Png- . 
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dogs  could  at  all  help  him  out—^Hftinks^ 
I-to-mysdf—^^  I  could  if  f  xoould^' — but 
I  (Rd  not,  WouW  you?— N.  B.  There 
were  seventy  more  lines  to  come,  and 
«n  R  in  almost  every  one  of  them, 
and  time,  as  usual,  flying  briskly  all  the 
while, — 

This  slop  and  impediment,  however^ 

was  fatal  to  the  young  orator's  progress, 

and  therefore,  at  last,  Mrs.  Fidget  bdng 

rested,  they  all  prepared  to  go.     Thinks- 

I'to-myself,  now  my  poor  mother  will 

be  happy  again !   but  she,  good  soiil, 

seemed  to  havf  got  quite  fond  of  thena 

in  consequencaB  jpf   the    extraordinai'y 

kngth  of  tbeirstay : — she  could  not  now 

,     so  easily   part  rwith  them :— she  was 

v«!ire  Mrs.,  Fidget  could  not  be  tborou^ 

iy  rested: — ^^the   clock    had    but   just 

struck  tAvo : — if  they  would  but  stay  a 

little  longer,  my  fether  would  be  coq»e 

,  hoine  from  his  ride,  and  he  would  be 
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greatly  m&rtifiedtom^  scelrtg  them  ;— 
but  nothing  would  do  : — go  they  must : 
"^  ■  ■  ^^Th'mks-I^to-nyself,  now  a  fig  for 
|oar  friendship,  Mrs.  Fidget  >— what, 
not  stay  when  my  mother  eo  earnest^ 
presses  It  \  not  stay,  when  she  declares 
your  going  will  mortify  my  worthy  fa- 
ther !  No— Hiothing  would  stop  them  ; — 
away  they  went;  not  howe?'er  indeed 
without  sundry  promises  on  their  part 
soon  to  call  again,  and  divers  7nost 
earnest  entreaties  on  my  mother's,  on  no 
account  tojbrget  it. 

They  were  scarce'got  f  at  of  the  front- 
door before  my  fath^  eiitered  : — "  Are 
they  really  all  gone  art  last  ?"  says  he, 
"  I  thought  they  wodW  iiave  stayed  'till 
dooms-day : — W1k>  in  the  world,  wei.i; 
they  all?"— *''0  dear,"  says  my  motaer> 
"  why  Mrs.  Fidget  and  all  her  tribe.; 
giris  and  boy,  and  two  pug  dogs^>'* 
"  tbofiik  qiy  stars-I  estc^jedihevHf'*  soy^ 
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jHiy  father; — Thinks-Lto-'n^self^  great 
s^m^iomsoi mortification  my  dear  father 
^hews  at  having  had  the  misfortmie  to 
tniss  seeing  them ! — "  I  declare, ""  sam 
my  mother,  "  it  is  abominable  to  brealc 
in  upon  one  in  this  manner;— it  was 
impossible  to  entertain  such  a  groupe; 
so  while  Mrs.  Fidget  and  I  were  in 
conversation,  her  young  people  and  the 
dogs  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  tease 
the, bird,  and  dirty  the  furniture; — that 
little  monkey  of  a  boy  is  always  in 
mischief; — I  could  freely  have  boxed 
his  ears ; — I  thought  he  would  have  kilFd 
my  poor  bird ;— -I  was  in  the  midst  of 
a  letter  to  Carolinej  and  now  its  too  late 
for  the  post  ;~-&pw  Mrs.  Fidget  can 
spend  all  her  ||ni9  in  v|siting  and  walk- 
ing about  ia  the  manner  she  does,  I  can- 
HOt  conceive;— I  am  to  take  it  is  a 
gveat  and  singular  favor ^  she  tells  ni^, 
as  she  always  does  every  time  she 
coi»es,  liHaking  I  suppose  that  I  dpn-t 
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know  she  is  never  at  home ;— I  think 
she'll  lose  that  boy  ; — I  never  saw  such- 

a  puny  sickly  child  in  my  life ;" 

T/iinkS'I'to-myifclfy — O  poor  Mrs.  Fid- 
get ;~Jine  stout  boy  of  its  age  I 

My  father,  with  a  great  deal  of  good- 
breeding  in  general^  was  a  plain,  blunt 
man,  in  the  mode  of  expressing'his  senti- 
ments ;  so  that  my  mother  had  scarcely 
finbhed  what  she  had  to  say^.  but  my: 
father  burst  out — "  tiresome  woman," 
says  he,  **  she  ooght  to  be  confined ; — - 
she's  alwaJj'S  wandering   about  with  a 
tribe  of  children  and  dogs  at  her  heels:. 
— there  s  poor  Mrs.  Creepmouse  is  quite 
ill  from  her  visits ;  you  know  what  a^ 
nervous  creature  she  is,'*" 

My  father  w mid  have  gone"  en  ever 
so  long  probably  in  this  strain  had  not 
the  servant  entered  with  anotei  which 
my  mother  immediately  opeix^d, ',  aiid  ; 
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read  aloud  :  the  contents  being  to  the 
following  effeijt : — 

"  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meekin  present  their 
complimebts  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dermont, 
and  shall  be  extremely  happy  to  have  the 
honor  of  their  company  to  dinner  on 
Saturday  next  at  five  o'clock/' 

Thinks'I-io-myself^  how  dml^  poike^ 
^d  obliging  ! The  servant  was  or- 
dered to  withdraw^  and  tell  the  messen- 
ger to  wait  ;-^ A^  soon  as  he  was  gone/ 

"  good  God,"  says  my  father,  "  those: 
people  will  never  let  us  altme  ;-^urcly^ 
we  dined  there  last;''--^iny  niodier 
thought  not;— n>y  father  thought  they, 
were  for  ever  dining  there ;— my  mother 
convinced  him  by  a  reference  to  her 
pocket-book,  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meekin 
were,  quite  right  as  to  tiie  balance  of 
debtor. and  creditor;—"  well,  only  take 
care/'  s^ys  my  father,  "  that  we  do  not 
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get  into  ajiabit  of  dining  there  above, 
once  or  twice  a  year  at  the  utmost  ;— 
it  is  really  too    great   a   sacrifice."—' 
"  What  do  you  mean  to  go  then  ?^'  says  . 
my  mother.      "  Go,"  says  my  father, 
"  why  1  su{)pose  we  must;'' — **  I  wisb 
they  were  further/"  says  my  dear  mo- 
ther ; — '*  I  wish  they  were  at  Jericho,'' 
says  my  dear  father ; — ^"  I  had  rather  do 
any  thing  than  go   on  Saturday,"  says 
my  mother:—^"  I  had  rather  be  bang'd; 
than  ever  go,''  says  my  father,    *'  it  is- 
such    an  intolerable   bore;" — "   weU/*^ 
says   my  mother,   **  but  the  servant's 
waiting;" — so  she  took  the  pen,   and^ 
away  she  wrote  two  or  three  lines  in  a  mo- 
ment ; — "  there,"  says  she  to  my-  father, 
"  will    that    do?"    Tkinks-Lto-myself] 
short  SLTid  ^ka?'p  probably  1   my  father, 
happily  for  me,  read  it  aloud  : — *^  Mr.: 
and  Mrs.  Dermont  return  their  compli-< 
ments  to  Mr.  and  Mrs-  Meekin,  and* 
will  wait  upon  tbep/with  the  grMte^f 
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pleasure  on  Saturday  to  dinner/' — ^ 
TTiwhs-'I-to-myselfy  well  clone  my  sweet 
tempered  mama!  how  mtd  and  how 
forgiving  I  but  my  father  surprised  me 
most;  instead  of  throwing  it  into  the  fire 
as  1  expected,  he  declared  it  would  not 
only  dOy  but  do  vastly  well; — he  there- 
fore sealed  it  himself,  rang  the  bell, 
gave  it  to  the  servant,  and  desired  that 
he  would  give  their  best  compliments ; 
■^"  and  mind,"  says  he,  "  you  ask  the. 
servant  how  they  all  do;  besure  yoa 
itaake  him  understand."  ThinkS'I-to- 
myself  J  what  beavenly-mindednegsl  what. 
i^ristian  charity !  y 

I  expected  the  servant  every  moment 
to  return  with  ail  account  of  our  friend's; 
health ; — but  no  such  thing :  my  father 
and  mother  seemed  to  have  quite  for^^ 
they  had  made  the  enquiry.  .  I  ventured^ 
to  remind  them  of  the  servant  s  negtect. 
"  Ah  !"  says  my  fatb^r,^  "  my  boy,  yaii/ 
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cfo«V  hunv  the  worldJ^    TfiinkS'Lto-nitf^ 
^e^— .what's  that  to   the    purpose; — ' 
but  I  never  went  further  than  necessary. 
It  seemed   unaccountable  to  me  what 
eou]d  be  tlie  nature  of  my  father's  and 
mother^s    sentiments    and  feelings,    to 
send  with  such  earnestness  to  ask  how. 
their  friends  did^  and  never  want  ao 
answer : — however,  the  servant  did  re- 
turn soon  after  to  bring  somesandwiches, 
and  my  mother  immediately  asked  him 
whether  he  had  been  careful  to  enquire 
bow  they  all  were,  which  the  ser^^anr 
answered   in    the  .affirmati vein. Well, 
Thinks'I'to-myselfj  and  How  are  they  all 
then? — no,  not  ».  word  further, — dead 
or  alive,  it  seemed  to  be  all  one  to  my 
fEither^  my  mother,  and"  the  servant,-^— 
not  an  item-  about  the  health  of  master 
•r  mistress^  son  or  daughter,  though  F 
knew  there  was  a  bouse  full  of  them  :  — 
Thinks-Ltthmyselfy  as  sure  as  can  be- 
&at    feUotv    know*  something  of  thev 
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"MeekinSj  is  too  mucli/'    By  this  tiiue 
\^^mother  had  made  some  progress  in 

/thesttg  of  apology.— Tkinh-I'to-mi/'- 

^iotherWvSdre  she  is  telling  them  the 

PtW,  and  rem^  she  takes  rK)  time  ta 

* '^^  falsehood  :-~w€Ui -  it. 

.        *'  Sir  Henry  an^'J^^?  soon  read  ta 
the  favour  of  Mr.  and  5  had  the  hap- 
company  to  dinner  .at  fi^^^  Mp  the 
Saturday    next/'       Thinkh^^^^.  ^  ^p- 
what's  to  be  done  now'?— "  1^ 
wait,"  says   my  mother;-^"  ^K^ 
any  thing  so  unlucky,  Mr..  E>ei1^sent 
Jhad  it  Come  but  a  iuoment'  S5aonei^'s, 
ijhould  have  been  totally  disengaged  5: 
•^'^  the  deuce  take  the  Meekixis,"  ^ays 
imy  father; — "  what  can  we  dor'^  says 
niy  mother; — "  go  by  all .  ndeans,*  says 
liiy  father,  '**  and  send  an  excuse  to  the 
Others;''— "but  it  will  be  so  rude/  saygi 
my  mother :— *^  oh,  never  mind  that,^ 
Says  my  father^  "write  a  note,j'ahd  Fjl 
9Crid  it ;'*~^'  but  what  can  I  say?'  say^ 

;  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


J\ 


my  molt:: 


"iT^r 


in  Place.     Tiicy  hope 
)e  move  for  tiinatej  as  it 

♦  -s V     ^  regret  that  they  feel  cc;?z- 
»^I  this  excuse/' 
cept  //,! 

-"feyallnieiiii^'j.  '^-/-/^-^j/^e^.  Lord  have  mercy 

Jims  meet  a  ^^^  ^^'^^  ^'^^  ^y  *^caf   mother 

^   r&  know  the  world !   I  actually 

"^  to  be  alarmed  ; — I  loved  both  my 

r  and    mother   sincerely : — I   had 

t^ od  them  to  be  above  all  deceit,  and 

et  what  was  I  to  think  now ;  I  ponder- 

I  and  ruminated  upon  it  a  good  deal, 

hen  the  servant  entered  a  third  time : 

— ^"  ]\Ia'am/'   says  he,   "  there's  some 

company  coming  down  the  avenue,  will 

vou  please  to  be  at  home?"  Thiiiks'I-to- 

[jself   please  to  be  at  home? — Why 

;  here   else   can   she  please   to  be  ? — 

''  Oh,"  seys  my  father  hastily,  "  not  at 

hnrc,  not  at  fiome^  unless  it  should  be 

I  iid  sOy  and  so  and  so^''  enumerating 

;apidly  a  select  list  of  worthies,    Aa 
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there  was  a  necessity  for  the  tarriage  to 
pass  the  window  of  the  room  where  we 
were  sitting,  and  it  was  too  near  ta 
admit  of  our  going  elsewhere,  my  father  . 
and  mother  got  both  behind  a  greats 
dkrcen,  while  I  wm  hastily  hurried  up  , 
into  a  nook  by  the  bookcase : — Thinks-- 
I-to-mffselfy  I  suppose*  thfe  is  being  -not 
at  home! — as  the  servant  had  inadver- 
tently left  the  door  open,  I  observed 
that  it  was  judged  necessary,  for  fear  o£ 
discovery,  to  stifle  all  sorts  of  natural  oir 
other  noises,  even  to  the  inhalation  and* 
exhalation  of  the  breath  of  life,  so  tliat 
lAy  father  stood  with  his  p'ocfcet  hand- 
kerchief stuffed  into  Ms  mouth,  and  my 
inother  with  her*  lips  pressed  close  and 
Hat  against  the  back  of  the  skreen,  while 
Ipokfed  mine  as  well' as  T  could  behind 
the  bookcase,  Whence' a' littfc^^dtist  seem- 
6d  to  ariise  that  made  me' fear  greatly 
tliat  a  sneeze  woultf  be  inevitiiblte:--^ while 
'm  were  thus  ginwped,-«xp(ecting  ev«)r^ 
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moment  that  the  carriage  would 'drive 
off,  iii  came  the  servant  with  two  of 
the  finest  ladies  in  the  neighbourhood, 
who  actually  discovered  my  father  and 
mother  behind  the  skfeen,  and  who  were  ; 
obliged. accordingly  to  come  out,  which 
they  contrived  to  do  with  the  greatest 
Apparent  delight,  so  that  /  of  course 
apprehended  tlie  visitors  must  be  some 
of  the  so  and  so*s  that  were  doomed  to 
be  admitted  : — ^*  I  was  sure  you  were 
at  home,''  said  they,  and  so  they  might 
well  be,  for  another  servant  whom  they 
had  niet  in  the  avenue  had  told  them  fiO/ 
•as  it  turned  out  ,in  the  end^^ — *^  wo 
ioiild- not  think  Who  it  wasr,"  say,<?  my 
ihother,  "  had  we' had  the  least  idea  of 
its  being  you^  tve  should  have  been  at 
home' of  course,^  ^utiye  had  intended  tor* 
deny  ourselves,  if  It  had  been  ai!iy  body* 
els^/r"/    ''\     '        '     •  ; 

I  would  have  given  any  thing  to  have 
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known  enough  of  the  world  to  b^ve  de-.v 
termined  \Yhether  I  ought  to  come  out  of 
my  hiding  place  or  not,  for  my  father 
and  mother  in  their  confusion  had  quite 
forgotten  me,  and  .  the  company  had 
managed  to  seat  themselves  so  as  to  be 
wholly  incapable  of  investigating  the 
contents  of  the  nook  in  which  I  hap- 
pened to  stBXid.-^Thinks-LtO'fnyselfj^ 
they  talk  so  loud  I  may  at  least  bi'eathe 
more  freely^  but  at  length  what  I  was 
most  afraid  of,  actually  befel  me ;  some 
dust,  or  some  smoke,  or  some  sun-shine„ 
or  something  or  other,,  or  the  mere  ex- 
pectation  and  alarm  of  it,  got  up  my 
iaose,  and'  so  affected  the  olfactory  and. 
otj)er  nerves  of  that  noble  org^n,  as  to 
produce  an  indispensable  necessity  of 
taking  some  measures  to  i^ifle  the  storm, 
of  sneeze  with  which  I  seemea  to  be 
tibreatehed, — unfortunately  I  had  not 
4ime  to  gp  to  n^  ^^ket,  so  that  I  wa» 
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obliged  to  let  it  all  depend  upon  the 
weak  resistance  to  be  produced  by  the 
interposition  of  my  five  fingers,  which 
having,  as  ev.ery  body  knows,  as  many 
interstices  as  there  are  fingers,  had  no 
other  effect  but  that  of  ramifying  and 
dividing  the  noise  into  as  many  parts  as 
there  were  fingers,  so  that  out  it  all  came 
five-Jold   louder   than   there   was   any 

^  natural  necessity  for  ;*  -  the  sounds,  be- 
sides being  severally  of  a  description  by 
no  means  fit  for  the  refined  ears  of  a. 
courtly  company  ;-^H.be  effect  was  such, 
as  might  be  expected ; — ^the  two  strangers 
were  nearly  thrown  from  their  seats  by 
the  shock  and  alarm  of  so  unexpected  a 
salute^  while  my  father  and  mother  were 

.        little  less  surprised,  and  at  the  same  tiixm 
much  more  coafused ;  I  was  of.  course 

I  obliged  to  come  out,  and  an  attempt  wa&: 
made  to  laugh  the  matter  otfi  but  one  of  • 
tlic  ladies  was  really  so  alarmed  as  to  be- 
near  fainting,  and  though  she  made  e^eiy 
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-effort  to  seem  to  forgive  me,  yet  I  wa^ 
sure  by  her  looJcs  that  she  wished  me 
dead,  or  worse,  if  possible ; — they  took 
the  earliest  opportunity  afterwards  of  or- 
dering their  carriage  to  the  door,  and  as- 
they  quitted  the  house,  I  se3i-etly  gave 
them  my  blessing ;  it  then  first  came  to 
my  knowledge  that  instead  of  being  any 
of  the  so  B^A  so*s  t^at  had  a  fair  claim  to 
•te  admitted,  my  poor  father  and  mother 
\vould  as  willingly  have  seen  the  witch  of 
Endor>  and  that  the  whole  visit  had  beett 

the  efieet  of  accident  and  bTun^. 

.'        .  *  I 

But  what  made  it  worse  was,  that  as 
-they  got  into  the  caiTiage,  some  still  more 
disagreeable  people  came  to  the  door,  at 
ttoit  very  instanlt,  whon^it  became  there- 
fore aft  equal  matfer  of  ^impossibility  to 
refuse,  an^,  who  were  accordingly  forced 
upon  us  for  u  full  hour: — Thinks^I-tih' 
1^  jmfselfy  nothing' c»n  exceed  the  patience 
<Qf  my  dear  father  and  mother,  whe6  I 
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saw  them  bow  and  curteey  to  these  ad- 
ditional   guests,   expressing  joy  rather 
than  sorrow  at  tiieir  untimely  visit,  and  ^ 
giving  them  every  otlier  testimony  of  a 
hearty   welcome.       These     were    new 
comers  into  the  neighbourhood,  anjl  it 
was  the  return  of  their  first  visit.-^-*-My 
father  and  mother  knew  as  much  of  tiwrn, 
and  they  of  my  father  and  mother,  as 
the  Emperor  of  China  knows  of   thei 
Cherokee  Indians.     They  wei'e  ni>t  in 
that  elevated  rank  of  life  that  excites 
coofidence  even  among  strangersj  nor 
did  they  appear  to  have  much  more' 
knowledge  of  die  woi-ld  in  general  than  • 
•myself;   I  did  not  think  it  worth  my 
while  to  stay  very  long  in  the  room  after 
their  arrival,  having  no, great  prospect 
either  of  edification  or  amusement  from* 
the*  conversation  of  the,  whole  groupe 
taken  togetlier.     Mrs.   Fidget  and  het 
party,  and  tlie  fine  Ig^^  whom  I  wa* 
near  srifeewngiato  fits;  had  pleoty  to  say 
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for  tliemselves,  but  the  gentleman  an<f 
lady  that  had  succeeded  to  them,  seemed 
to  have  not  much  larger  a  vocabulary 
at  their  command  than  a  poll-parraL 
The  utmost  efforts  of  my  poor  father 
and  mother  to  get  them  to  make  a  few 
advances  of  themselves  towards  conver- 
sation  seemed  entirely  to  fail ; — so  that 
all  that  was  uttered  was  by  starts  and 
jumps,. with  li^ng  intervals  of  dead  si- 
lence ; — as  the  sun  was  shining  full  into 
t^  room,  and  had  been  so  all  the  morn* 
iag,  my  mother  ventured  to  remm^k  that 
*■  it  was  a  beautiful  d^y,*'  to  which  both 
assented ;-— "  but  rather  too  warm,"  says 
my  father; — **  leather  too.  warm  cer-  ; 
tainly,"  said  they  both  at  once; — and  a 
dead  silence  followed.  "  Are  you  fond 
of  tlie  country  ?"  says  my  father ;  "  very 
fond,"  said  they  both,  and  anoth^\  dead 
silence  ^ensued. — ^^  Are  you  a  sports- 
man?*' said  mjy^i&r;  "  No,"  says  he, 
«a4ade«dsii€flm|Pr«''  Are  you  any  thing 
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of  a  farmer?''  ^*  No?"  dead  silence.-^ 
^' Are  you  fond  of  fishing?''  "  No;"  ami 
another  dead  silence :— while  exactly  in 
•  the  same  manner  was  my.  mother  en- 
gaged ifl  pumping -the  lady  : — "  Are  you 
a  great  walker?"  "  Yes ;"  and  a  dead 
silence. — "  Do  you  draw  atall?''  "  No;'* 
and  a  dead  silence. — "  How  cbany  young 
folkfi  have  you  ?"  **  Five ;"  and  a  dead  si- 
lence. Thinks-Lt(hmysclf^  surely  they 
fancy  they  are  being  tried  for  their  lives  I 
1  could  bear  it  no  longer,  but  found 
means  to  depart,  and  yet  I  leiarnt  after- 
wards that  they  bad  the  conscience  to 
pay  quite  as  long  a  visit  as  if  they  had 
been  the  most  agreeable  people  in  the 
^orlA 

It  was  f rots  ^u^scenes  as  tb^se^  con-* 
dually  repe^ed,- that  I  aeqttired  the 
habit  I  speak  of, — of  soliloquy  ^uid  sup- 
pressed remarks ;  often^ve  I. wished  to 
get  Uie:  better  of  it  ^celhaVe  been 
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grown  upi  but  it  still  haunta  me, — for 
every  ten  words  that  I  utter  out  aloud^ 
twenty  or  forty  perhaps  lEire  mumbled  in 
silcDcje  to  niyself ; — the  worst  of  it  is, 
that  though  nobody  can  bave.been  more 
disposed  than  myself^  from  my  vefy 
'  cbitdhoody  to  love  my  fellow-creatures  ;-i- 
Biy  mental  remarks^  spite  of  my  te^h, 
will  be  continually  suggesting  somelbing 
bad  or  ridiculous  ton^crning  them :— I 
hwe  detected  suiib  deliberate  falsehoods, 
such  atrocious  in<!on6idtenci6S|  such 
barefaced  hypocrisy,  such  base  dis^imii- 
lation,  tbit  often  my  very  hair  has  stood 
an  end  ^ben  I  felt  a  "  Tltinks-I'-to^m^- 
%df^  coming  upon  me. 

Asl  have  ever  been  ^  dutiful  and  most 
nflfectionate  son,  t)Hpi?eadei:  may  easily 
suppose  my  concern  ^i%  not  siiaairro 
^gatherthis  niortifyii^g  experiente  of  the 
ways  of  the  uprld,  most  immedfetiefly 
"^and  escpressly^^deed  ^  for  ioiiie  titiSd, 
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solely  frorfi  the  conduct  of  my  beloved 
parents,  for  it  was  from  them  that  I  first 
learnt,  that  it   was  possible^  to  be  ex- 
tremely ^  happy  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  the  most  tiresome  people  in  ike 
world! — that  it  was  possible  to  be  much 
mortijied  at  being  preH)ented  the  kappi-' 
ness  of  dining  with  a  whole  heap  of  ij\^ 
mfferable  bores; — that  it  could  be  ne- 
cessary to  hope  to  be  favoured  ox  ha- 
noured  with  the  company  of  persoa$| 
whom    in    our  hearts    we   thoroughly 
wished  at  Jericho.— These   thitigs.  in^ 
duced  me  to  say  at  the  beginning  of  my 
book-^  that  I  believe  I  was  boi*n  of  honest 
parents:-— honest    I    really  think  they 
were,  only  that  their  honesty  was  mixed  up. 
with  a  large  quantity  of  dishonesty : — 
TOat  is;  they  were  ^^  hon^t  as  it  is  pos»- 
sH^e  for  people  to  be,  who  can  be  happy 
to  be  made  miserable  ;  pleased  with  dis^ 
agreeablcs;  mortyied  by  yfhoih  deligbt-- 
/m^;-^v^  cati  /wpeior  what  they  moBt 
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dread;    ask  as  a  favour y    lyhat   they 
Mould  give  the  world  ?wt  to  ixceive ; 
and  accept  with  great  pleasure   what 
they  would  give  the  world  to  decline.     I 
was  uneasy,  as  I  have  said,  as  long  as 
these  discoveries  all  tended  to  the  re- 
proach of  my  beloved  parents.     Surely, 
XlnnkS'I'to-myself]  I  am  born  of  a  race 
joi  hypocrites  and  deceivers.    There  caor 
^^lot  be  a  molecule  of  honesty  left  in  the 
^whole  current  of  the  blood  of  the  Der- 
monts  1 — many  uneasy  days  and  nights 
I    passed    in   endeavouring    to    think 
better  of  people  I  loved  so  muchj — 
but  it  was  long  before  1  had  any  fair  op* 
portunity  of  being    at   all  undeceived, 
and  perhaps  I  never  should,  had  it  npt 
been  for  a  little  bit  of  stratagem,  which 
upon  any  less  occasion,  I  should  have 
disdained. 

One  day  when  I  was  sitting  with  my 
tiiother,    as  usual,  but  a  coqgiderabte 
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time  after  the  scene  I  have  been  describe 
ing,  the  identical  party  I  have  before 
spoken  of,  came  again; — videlicit,  Mrs, 
and  Miss  Fidgets,  the  troublesome  ehild^ 
and  the  txco  pugs.^^AgaiUj  was  Mrs^ 
Fidget  delighted  to  see  my  mother,  and 
my  mother  her ;— iig-tf iVi,  did  the  one  in- 
tend it  as  a  great  and  singular  favour, 
and  again  did  the  other  receive  it  as 
such ; — again  was  the  troublesome  child, 
instead  of  getting  his  ears  boxed,  as  I 
thought  he  deserved,  pronoiAce#  to  be 
a  sweet  child,  and  a  very^/Ste  boy  of  his 
a^  though  in  reality  as  pu?iy  and  sickLf 
as  my  mother  really  thought  him  when 
he  was  with  us  last ; — again,  were  the 
dirty  pugs  admired  and  caressed :~ 
again,  were  they  pressed  to  st(jy  hnger, 
thanked  for  their  imdness,  and  nt^^d  to 
come  again  :-^ThinkS'Lto-myself\vfh»t 
«an  all  tfa&  mean  ?   Is  my  mother  that 
downright  faypoerite,  that  artful  de^diver^ 
.deliberately  to  impose   upon    alf   fa.i^ 
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fiends  in  this  manner;  and  are  they  all 
such  silly  dupes  as  to  be  so  easily  taken 
in?  ThifJcs-Ltthtnyselfy  I  know  what  111 
do; — ^so  I  jumped  up  from  tny  seat, 
hastily  quitted  the  room,  and  ran  into 
a  field  near  the  house,  which  happened 
to:  be  separated  from  the  avenue  by  a 
high  and  thick  hawthorn  lied§e,  which 
a}Uthiu^  a  considerahlie  way,  and  where 
J  know  I  should  be  able  to  bear^bll  the 
friepcjly  remarks  of  the  .company  as  they 
^uitteif  QH^mbl^^thorpe  HalL      .         ^. 

''  I  £a(i  nof  been  long  there  before  ou.t 
came  the  whole  groupe,  and  as  good 
luck  would  have  it,  they  came  quite  near 
enough  to  me  to  admit  of  my  receiting 
into  my  pooc  innocent  «rs,  evej'y  soft 
jand  gentle  expression  thftt  fell  ^from 
their  amial^e  tongpea.:  -  "  Thank  my 
stars/'  says  the  worthy  Mrs.  *Fidgel^ 
•*  thatvmfe  over  J  we  i«^  $9of  go  there 
#|^in  forfiome  time;  it  is  all  so  formal 
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and  so  prim,  one's  balf  afraid  to  open 
one's  mouth :"  "  Poor  little  Tommy,  how 
do  you  like  that  old  lady.!''  **  Not  at 
all,"  says  the  pretty  child ;  "  nor  I  nei- 
ther, my  dear,"  says  Mrs.  Fidget;  "  nor 
I  neither,"  says  Miss  Fidget :  "  nor  I," 
says  Miss  Matilda ;  "  nor  I/'  says  littte 
Miss  Nancy  ;—'*  what  a  strange  crea- 
ture," adds  Mrs.  Fidget,  "  is  tt^at  hope- 
fell  s<3b  of  her's!  he  never  speaks  a 
word  ;~I  believe  he's  an  ideot !  and  yet 
to  see  the  foolish  fondness  and  cifedulity 
of  parents,  I  verily  believe  they  f^py 
him  wise  enough  to  be  Prime  Mfipm^r ; 
— but  hell  die,  I  think; — he's  as  thin 
as  a  thread  paper,  aod  looks  for  all  the 
world  in  that  black  jacket  of  his,  like 
a  half-starved  chimney  sweeper, — Did 
you  see  how  he  nauttered  some^thing  to 
himself  as  lie  went  out  oif  the  rooai  ?  Iti 
will  be  a  gr6at  *mefoy  if  he  is  takai  out 
of  the  world,  ^  it  is  a  abHine  for  such 
eSldpole^:  to  be  bom  tosucb«iii^k 
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ance:  — here  Matilda,  we  must  turn 
down  here ;  I  may  as  well  go  and  see 
old  Mrs.  Creepniouse  now  I  am  so  near, 
aud  then  we  shall  have  killed  two  birds 
\rith  one  stone." 

Thihks^'-Lto-mysclfj  so  you  will,  Mrs. 
Fi(igcrt,  or  perfiaps  three  ;  for  she  seem* 
ed  to  have  taken  pretty  good  aim  at 
iiiyseJf  as  well  as  at  my  mother,  and 
old  Mrs.^Creepmouse,  and  1  confess  I 
telt  so  Utterly  astonished  and  confound- 
ed,, that  I  did  not  quite  know  whether  I 
stood  o«i  my  head  or  my  heek; — how^ 
ever,  the  6rst  thing  that  struck,  me  was^ 
that  loy  4iB»'eilt$  dear  parents  i^'ere  i|aite 
exonerat^d^.  Thmlci'I'iO'm}fself\  it  all 
comes  of  their  knowing  the  world !  no, 
^  there's  nothing  in  it  beyond  self-defence, 
llrs.  Fidgcti^:.  «jbgo)ar  favour  and  pro- 
digious friendshipjS^  isiridaitly  no  better 
man  a  <fellberate  att^lilqpt  to  kill  jny 
^QM  ip^iothar  wit^  tl«e  same. stone  t^i 
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kills  Mrs.  Crecpmouse,  and  to  rejoice 
all  the  M'ay  home  at  having  done  it 
eftectually.  I  returned  to  the  house, 
heartily  glad  tQ  have  made  so  successful 
an  experiment,  though  instead  of  curinc; 
me  of  my  malady,  I  plainly  saw  it  would 
increase  it  abominably.  I  went  back  to 
ipy  mother,  and  as  might  naturally  be 
expected,  found  her  as  muck  delighted 
to  be  left  alone  again,  as  the  Fidgets 
were  to  get  «way.  I  was  almost  tempt- 
ed to  say,  do  you  know  that  you  and 
Mrs.  Creep  mouse  have  both  been  by  this 
time  killed  by  qne  stone?  but  I  must 
have,  by  doing  so,  betrayed  my  plan  of 
listening,  which  I  had  great  reason  to 
think  would  have  excited  her  displea- 
sure; for  she  had  always  discouraged 
it  as  a  matter  of  great  impertinence, 
great  dis'ngenuousnese,  ^an^i  great  mean-* 
ness,  both  in  myself  and  my  sister^ 
adding  the  old  proverb,  ibat  "  lis^ 
tencrs  ficver  hear  anij  gmd  of  tkan* 
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Btlves^^  wbich  I.  had  pretty  well  found 
to  be  true,  in  the  compliment  paid  by 
the  lovely  Mrs.  Fidget,  to  my  poor 
thread-paper  form,  chimney-sweeping 
jacket,  and  clod^polc* 

It  woeld  be  impossible  to  recount 
but  the  hundredtAi  thousaiidth  part  of 
the  «trai)ge  scenes  to  u^hich  I  wts  uit^ 
ness,  and^  the  strange  remarks  -they 
sirggest^,  before  I  was  gi:o!W9n  up  to^be 
a  man.:^-«^btit  most  of  theon  till  then  wem 
of  the  ^natnkri^  I  have  alloded  t6.  My 
enmity  to»Mrs/Pidgct  sow!  woreoflF  as 
I  made  greatei*  pvogxess  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  world.  I  soon  found  that  Mrs, 
Creepmouse  could  JMt  cw  willingly  have 
killed  Mrs.  Fidget,,  as  Mrs.  Fidget  could 
have  killed  Mri?.  Creepniouse,  and  that 
m  tlw  true  way  of  visiting,  the  more 
havoc  and  destruction  one  stone  could 
make;  the  better  to  aill  parties.  I  soon 
Ibund  tiiat  people  were  troublesome  tQ 
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each  other  by  settled  compact,  ti'eaty 
and  agreement^  not  signed,  sealed  and 
delivered  indeed  in  any  form,  but  con- 
cluded to  be  so,  and  therefore  never  to 
be  vi<dated.     I  soon  £^und  tliat  none 
were  duped,  none  realty  taken  in,  nono 
really  deceived  :---thai  '^l  am  extremely- 
^^ppy  to  5fee  you,"  meant  no  more  m 
renHtiy  thftn,   '■  tht^t  I  a»  come  b«icauM 
i  could  not  help  it,"*'aad  that  ^^  |)ray 
stay  lopger,"   implied  little  ebe  than 
**  I  wisii  you  were  gone,"  or  3ome  such 
elegant  valesdiction  :-HHill  i  could  not 
break  myself  of  u^  8oUJk>qM)^  I  thi| 
were  for  *ter  recm>*ing.jTrin\  the  mean 
time,  I  tritidto  bie«  a$  dtil  and  <)e€eat 
as  I  could:  in  tay  jrefieetioQs  irr-Thinhs* 
I-t^OrtnjfHlfj  ttert's  a  &^/-fnever  once 
passedtteverythrj^haldof  my  tl)>04igbts^ 
--'but  irben  afoy.thiagfery  ee«>trary  t^ 
t;he  trujth  aeemed.to  strihe  me,  especially 
>^bere  l«died  were  eoneemed,  tbe  etmon 
Mperity  of  thought  iwdulged^  vii^a  ii#> 
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greater  than,  Thinks- 1- to-my self y  that's 
a  bounce; — or  a.  Jib  ; — of  u  //ww;— and 
80  on.  . 

I  have  never  yet  told  the  reader, 
though  Mrs.  Fidget  in  the  avenue  iiad 
nearly  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag,  that  I 
^as  bora  to 'a  considerable  inheritance 
and  2l.  title;  my  father,  through  his 
mother,  who  was  the  daughter  6i  a 
Scotch  Earl,  being  heir  aftei*  the  death 
of  a  distant  female  relation,  to  a  Scotch 

»rony.  You  may  be  pretty  sure  thai 
tills  was  not  unknown  to  many  of  the 
visitors  at  Grumblethoipe  Hall;  and 
iBat  the  poor  Clodpoie  was  itn  object  of 
interest  to  others  besides  my  worthy 
parents  :~in  the  very  next  parish  lived 
a  gentleman  and  lady,  who  luid  inherit«> 
^d  an  over-grown  fortune  from  a  most 
diitiogui&hed'  ancestor^  namely,  John 
Twist,  Esq.  the  great  tobacconist:— 
'^seventy  or  eighty  thousand  pounds  were 


-'/      .  •.  Digitized  by  Google 


I' 


57 

notibifig: — ^tbey  were  thought  to  hare 
g(rt  from  hkn  io  all  as  much  as  three  or 
four  htmdred  Aoiisand,  with  which  they 
had  purchased  a  magoificent  seat  in  tbQ 
oaghhourfaood,  aad  unluciuiy,^  for  me, 
their  lands  joined  my  fatiier*s  :-*I  wish 
ev^y  acre  of  it  had  been  in  Nova 
Zembla*  These  good  folks  happened^ 
as  is  generally  the  case,  I  think,  not  to 
be  over-burthened  with  children : — had 
they  been  day  labourers^  they  would 
have  bad  a  hundred  : — but#]l  their  pro«^ 
geny  was  one  only  daughter; — heire§||^f 
course,  in  the  eye  of  the  world,  to  i^  Iw) 
leavings  of  the  rich  tobacconist. 

My  father,  God  bless  him,  was  not 
covetous,  but  he  knew  that  a  title 
brought  with  it  large  and  ungovernable 
expences; — he  had  no  more^jpride  than 
he  bad  c^vetousness,  and  I  believe 
would  as  willingly  have  seen  the  a^pectV 
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ed  Eiardny  l^taneh  suddeqlf '  off  imaiMtt 
mam  stem  of  his  infeeiifta(5e,.iii*».e*cr 
so  distant  a'  collftteral  i^ihificatfdbv -ai^ 
come  dowrif  'either  f)e4*{>e«diduUrty  ot 
zigzag  exactly  upon  hk  hefi^j^bat 
comeltiVoultfj'-^aiid  whd  codldbfeljiil? 
while  the  'lands  originally  atta<:h6<l  to 
it/  were  expebted,  som^  of  them  %9 
stick  to  "^he-  earldom,  which  went  inid 
another' liVie,  and  soirie  to  att  eldci- 
barony,  and  srome  to  this>  and  that,  an^ 
t'other,  till  rflthing  but  an  empti/  coronet 
lUped  left  to  my  poor  father : — his  owA 
^^aie  ^ks  excellent  for  a  private  gentle^ 
man,  bn%  *he  did  i^t  fike  this  poor 
Barony  that  was  coming  down  to  make 
him  more  coiispicuous. 

Miss'  GriziFda  T^vi^t  was  jtrst  three 
years  younger  than  myseh';^ — all  the 
pains  that  \iett  possible  Imd  been  taken 
tffioake  her  extremely  disagi'eeable  j-— 
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sbe  hjftd  been  indulgied  front  infancy  im 
every  whim  and  caprice  that  couid  enter 
her  weak  nnind^  and  wer-loaded ^with 
accomplishments  that  filled  her  head  with 
oencelt  ;^— she  vr as;  abominably  proud/ as 
m^ht  be  expect^/ and  by  no  means  oC 
an  aaaiable  teiap^i; :— I  ^would  ^  describe; 
her  pepspn,  but^  it  may  seem  invidious  ;« 
—■for,  perhaps^  ^^^r^y  paore  amiable^ 
persona  may  Jointly  or  several.ly  have. 
similaF^ieaturesj  .and  as.  }  m^an.  th^t 
evory  body  in  the.  wprld  ph^.  rejad  tbia. 
bo^ki  j  Vfi^h  to  give  no  pf  i^on^l  off<^g||| 
to  aajfi  Ij.kpve,  you  aH  ,tbenefore,  gHR 
tie  xes^da^  to,, guess  whether,^  lier  hair, 
was  bla^kjj,' brqwj^  \9^  ifycight -  red ;<^, 
vii€;tber .  her  eyes*  wer^  bai^cl,  blcie^  or^ 
emeruld  green^y — whsfhefjI?era)osf  wa^^ 
Romany .  Gre<;ifiHi  A^ifliflc,  w/turneii 
up/mfryij^  mth  Ic^g^.  c^e^  msirilSf, 
•*^.wh^tbfr  ^r  iiee^th,  \if&^Mpry\  wbitet 
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fairly  say,  I  did  not  myself  admiie  her 
person,  but  nothing  more ; — ^^ladies  are 
ladies. 

One  da]^  as  my  father  and  myself 
were  walking  round  the  grounds^  be 
began  about  tlie  |)eerage  that  was  likely 
to  come  to  us :  says  he,  "  Bob,  you 
know  you  are  to  be  a  Lord;"  '*  I  have 
heard'  so,  Sir,"  says  I :  **  so  much  the 
worscy  my  boy,*'  says  he ;  "  certainly, 
"  Sir,"  saysfl,  (for  I  never  contradicted 

t— but,  TkinkS'Lto-myself,  all  the 
B,— WSmo? — "  You  knew,  I  sup- 
pose,**  says  he»  **  that  no  estate  comes 
with  it?*'  "  Not  till  you-  told  roe,  Sfr,^ 
says  I : — "  A  title  Mithout  an  estate  \n 
a  sad  incumbrance,"  says  he. — I  as^ 
sented,  li)Ougfa  I  cared  no  more  about 
it,  than  the  man  in  the  moon:— **  7%u 
property  is  gfeat  enough*  in  its  w<iy," 
added  my  father/  ''  i^ut  ddt  4iifficieiiC 
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for  a  Peer  ;" — I  forget  what-  reply  I. 
made  to  this,  for  just  at  that  moment, 
lie  turned  his  right  leg  ovei*  the  upper 
bar  of    the    stile,    and    there  he  sat*; 
Thinks- I-to-myself,-^''  We'll   ride    a. 
cock-horse  to  Banbury  Cross:"— What 
ill  the  world  makes  him  sit  so?  Says  my 
father,  slapping  his  left  thigh,  "  this  leg, 
Bob,  is  in  GrumbletliOrpe  domains :" — 
Thinks^I-to-myself]    he   is .  going  mad ! 
tlien  slapping  his  righ(  thigh,7»^*^in  what 
domain  is  Miiy  leg,  Bob?''  fj^^^Lf^^ 


fnyself^  he  foams  at  the  mooM — hott-^ 
ever  be  went  on:—"  Th^ikr  B* 
you  must  Jcnow,  exactly:  dmdes  our  pron 
perty  .from  »Mr.  Twist's.".  I  was  de-r 
lighted  to  hear  him  talk  like  a  rational: 
creature  ^ain :  he  looked  at  nie;  how?- 
ever,  as  if  still  •  waiting  .  for  a  reply^ 
thoogb.I  had  said,  *'  does  it,.! Sir,"  or 
*^yf«,".ior.aome  such  thing,  i^  a^^weif 
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Ttdnk$^I't(h7hyse^fr^>fi\^!L  can  my  faK 
tbei-  aseitn?— ^V  Many  estate^,.  Bob," 
continues  he^  "pass  down  strait  forward 
thraugbia  long.dojig  Mn^of;Unea)ded€end-: 
aints;---soiDe  .j^o  'otiE^t  right  angles  cme 
knows  4K)t  where,  -foi^  wi^ntof  cbildrea. 
to  succeed ;— some  ger^ly  d^d:3im)otiily; 
glide  into'  other  femilie^jas  by  a<!k>]>ti<^n^ 
sale,  or  memiaglt;'^  ife\,ogitiia  m^de  % 
Bo\f^im:p^n9e.:lThh^^  what 

next  !-^"  Wiis^i  &  pity;'"  «ays  he*  '*  Boi> 
that  -poor  Mr.  Tnist  iJhoold  have,  no 

f[!*' — I  said  not  a;word : — "t  daugh" 
/•  contilijpes  he,  **  nuist  carry  it  ail 
into  some  otner  faaadly  ;"— I  is4id  bo- 
thing:— *M  siippesejfsays  he,  'fitbere'i^ 
vi^^TA  yooni^  mail  hbkivtgouthtMiw 
%msti''-^Thinis-I'terfm/s!elf^  kt  'e» 
look ! — Just  at  this  nwmefit  ¥ie  msere  in** 
terriipted.  My  father-  was  cdilediioinei 
to  some  persons  wbo^  wanted  bim  iqiotf 
bciakiess,  so  reoMM^qoulii^  it  to^^lae  ta 
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cOnliQue  my  wadk  on  tt^  Jj^^^side  c^ 
the  stikt  he  (|uHted  me  and  retuiqed  Jto 
the  bou^.    •  '     I  '     .  .  \  '  i    . 

'•  ■  : '    -'       '    •  :  \  'i'i    •  '*:  'J  i.>   .  "1     •! 

-  .  The  TH'ibt..l5id^,Qf  o|i>e^.^Jei  vffs  th^ 
way  to  tb€}  yka»age,r  -Jbere  wara^'PORi* 
of  the  neigbbciur^  I  Uk^d  bettefoUiafKtJijI 
family  there/:  Mr-MdMra^.M^Pdeyi)!^ 
iverQ  tiiGBt-atniahle.:4\41  \^<nj(hy  .pe.opUi 
and  not  being  over  richi.ba^  *«i.lArj|K 
family :— some  of  the  boys  -had'  been 
eiXiwsionA\y  :tnyA  pl^^inates,  as  *  the 
daisgliterB  hud  at  ^fH^^- visited  my  sister„ 
I  found  my$«tlf:.jg9«-ver^,UfBV  tP  Uiei 
gate  bifi»«e5l;^»»a)^af^'^vfiiiofjaiy..ow|| 
fcsigdst.r  It  hapq^flpe^^^tthat:  i^Kfly  igfip^ 
fance  of. the  vifolldifM  it  i%  c?flled,  t^v|y| 

m  sonie.pcmstofips  tt>u(;ljk.iinaC'qt]ainte4 
with.  iJ^self  is  with  other  piepple.  \ 
had  I0&9  |)erceivtodtfaati!^eivieaf9g^  wa^ 
tiie  amilyliouse  I  roalt^  Jinked  io, visit    J^ 
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quite  account  for  it,  that  when  Emily 
Mandeville,  which  was  the  name  of  the 
eldest  daughter,  either  went  out  of  the 
room,  or  came  into  the  room,  spoke  to 
toe,  or 'I  spoke  fo  her,  I  had  the  ^ueer- 
«/  sensation  ahoul  ihd  region  of  my 
Aetfr/,  that; could  be  conceived.  It  seem-* 
4!t}  to  beat  and  bump  tea  times  quicker 
than  torpmon.  *TbinJa-I:^ihi^df^  it's 
{St  Vites'S  dance, 

''     '  '      .     "!'>-  .» .  -       :    . 

These  symptoms  I  knew  to  be  greatly 
and  rapidly  increasing,  so  that  I  had  a 
^reat  mind  to  ask  the  ap<Ahecary  about 
K :  we  had  always  beeil  greM  and  parti-t 
cular  ftiends:^— Whetiier  A«*heart  Awwp^ 
^  ad  much  as  mme><  I  had  never  yet 
\leked  her,— but   ^healttfays  .  appeared 
happy  in  my  company  f-^iertei»fterira$ 
fee  sweetest  in  thfe  Wiirlcl,.  and  as  to  lueir 
^erjson,  I  certainly .  Head :  be  un^  tli 
itfd)    Scrapie'  wm  $^^ 'v^a^  fibttiiti  Mint 
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Twist's,  if  I  could  but  describe  il;  for, 
let  all  the  females  in  the  world  read  luy 
book,  none  of  them  could  wish  to  be 
more  elegantly  beautiful  than  Emily 
Maadevilie ; — every  one  would  of  course 
desire  to  resemble  her  in  '^  voice  and 
feature,  form  and  gait :"— let  every  one 
therefore,  only  fancy  her  as  beautiful  ^iiA 
amiable  and  lovely  as  themselves^  and  I 
need  say  no  more, — Thinks-J-to-myself^ 
that's  enough. 

I  found  Mrs.  Mandqville  and  her 
daughters  all  busily  engaged: — some 
working,  some  readings  and  i^ome  draw>* 
iog.  Mr.  Mandeville,  though  not  ricbj 
nor  over-well  endowed,  bad  in  his  early 
days  kept  much  good  company,  as  tod 
Mrs*  Ijfandeville  also,  .  so  that,  in  a 
simple  and  plain  maaneri  ^very  thing 
had  an  air  of  elegance; — there  was  na 
tulgarity  ;~every  thing  was  equally  dis-f 
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tant  frtfui  a  vain  display  of  finery,  and  a  . 
shabby  noieanaess.  Mr«  Mandville  had 
travelled,  and  was  well  acquainted  both 
with  books  and  men.  /  He  had  a  fixed 
and  rooted  respect  and  reverence  for 
every  thing  connected  with  religion,  with-* 
out  the  smallest  tincture  of  enthusiasm 
DT  bigotry.  He  was,  perhaps,  altoge- 
Iher  riierniost  polished  man  in  the  n'eigis^. 
bpurhood^  though  many  looked  dbwxk 
upon  him  from  above :  while  from  belovir 
every  body  looked  up  to*  him;  that  is,— »- 
the  ^oor  all  jpved  and  respected  hlm^ 
for  tbey  knew  the  man  :-^tbe  rich  knew 
ia  general  only  hb  office ;  seme  were 
too*  great  in  their  own  conceits  to  asf  o* 
ctate  with  a  couiistry  vicar,  and  some 
were  of  too  n^ean  capacity  to  be  even 
capable  of  associating  with  him  ^as  for 
my  fetlier  and  motber,  I  must  say  they 
thoroogbly  und^^rstood  bis  worth,  and  ia 
itheir  iutercoiirsc  with  bim>  I  e^n  venturto 
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to  assert,  thought  of  nothing  else.  My 
father  found  him  much  abovo  the  com* 
xaon  run^  of  his  country  associated,  and 
Biy  motherland  in  Mrs.  MandeviUe,  a 
friend  she  could  trust ; — for  she  was  free 
from  Tanity,  and  disdained  all  parade 
of  iprme  and  pretmsjpns* 

I) wing  my  visit  at  the  vicaragis  tb^ 
morning  I  am  sjpeaking  of/  something 
led  »5  to  advert  to  our  great  neighibours^ 
^e  Twisis.  Mvs.  MandeyiUe  phsprv^d^ 
that'  Miss  Twist  was  extremely. <|CC£m^ 
j?/w/?^i/;— that  she  had  fiad  masters  of 
all  descriptions,  and  of  course,  ipust 
have  learn't  a' great  deal :  I  confess  it 
surprised  me  always  to  hear  any  body 
^peak  well  of  tl^e  absent,  and  therefore, 
(tk)Ugh  as  for  poor  l^lis^  Twist,.  I  abo- 
minated he*-)  pt  X  heartily  .joined  in  the 
encomiu9i*i  I  agreed  tfith,  Mrs.  Man-^ 
deville  in  all  she  said,  for  how  could  I 
dototherwise  ?  Miss  Twist  had  had  man^ 
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masters,  and  therefore  might  natui-^Hif; 
be  expected  to  know  much ;— -farmore 
than  I  thought  it  necessary  fw  her  to 
know  :  —she  had  learnt  I '  know  not 
what; — music,  demcing,  paintiiig,  these 
Vifere  cotnmon,  vulgar  accomplishments  t 
— she  had  attendeS^  a  world  of  fashion" 
able  lectures,  and  was  therefore  supposed 
^o  understand  Chemistry,  Geology,  Phi- 
lology, and  a  hundred  6ther  otogi^^  fof 
what  I  know,  enough,  as  I  thought,  to 
distract  her ivjbrain :•— however,  I  ob- 
served that  n4ien  I  agreed  samuch  witli 
Mrs.  Mandeville,  my  dear  friend  Emily 
suddenly  rose  and-  quitted  the  room : 
^^^ThinlcS'I'tO'tnyself  she*s  gone  to  fetch 
her  thimble,  or  her  scissars,  or  some- 
thing or  other,  but  1  immediately  felt 
that  bumping  at  my-  heaiHj  of  which  I 
have  spoken,  come  on  «Q  much,  that 
I  wished  Miss  Twist  and  all  her  accom- 
plishments at  the  bottom  of  the  sea.— ^ 
M  it  was  growing  late,  I  found  it  ne--^ 
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cessary  to  depart,  and  therefore  getting 
up  aiid^shaking  them  all  by  the  hand,  I 
wished  them  good  morning,  adding,  as 
I  shook  the  last  hand  of  the  interesting 
groupe,  pray  tell  E7mlj/  I  wish  her  good 
bj'e, — which  brought  back  all  the  bump* 
Ing  to  so  great  a  degree,  that  as  I  walk- 
ed away  I  «ould  scarce  move  or  brlatiie, 
Thifiks-Lto-myselfj  it's  certainly  an 
apothecary's  conceni, — I  must  ask  Mr. 
Bolus  about  it,  as  sure  as  can  be,  in  a 
day  or  two. 

When  I  got  home,  I  found  that 
among  the  visitors  that  had  been  at 
the  Hall  that  morning,  were  Mr.  Mx^ 
and  Miss  Twist,  and  her  govcniess :  I 
thought  my  father  and  mother  seemed 
somewhat  concerned  that  I  bad  beea 
out  of  the  way,  but  reproof  I  received 
none.— They  appeared  ta  Uejin  ^cr 
.aianner  displeased  tiiat  I  had  been 
at  the  vicajrage; — but  ^  visit  of  tb^ 
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Twists,  I  found,  had  ended  in  an  to* 
vitation,  particularly  extendbg  to  my* 
self. 

We  ^ere  in  three  days  from  that  time, 
to  go  te  dine  at  Nicotium  Castle.  On 
the  morning  of  the  day  we  were  to  dine 
there,  I  found  my  mother  prone  to  dweli 
upon  the  beautit^Hof  i^/coifmm  Castle  ;-^ 
what  a  delightfuLptace  it  w^s,  adding 
also,  as  Mrs.  MandeviUe  had  done> 
.  what  an  accomplished  girl  Miss  Twist 
was;  how  very  learned,- and  how  very 
clever  I  It  k  amazing  what  a  relief  I 
felt  to  the  bumphig  of  my  heart,  when- 
ever, the'  conversation  took  this  turn  ;— 
so  that  I  b6gan't6  take  a  pleasure  in 
talking  of  Miss  Twist  I  was  so  easy 
and  comfortable  the  moment  her  name 
was  memtioned,  that  anybody  would 
have  been  ^couraged  to  go  on  with 
it:— had  Emily  Matideville  been  men- 
iioncd,  my  maWy  would  have  returned 
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so  immediately^  that  no  doubt  the  con* 
versation  would  have  stopped  at  once : 
—but  this  never  happened.  Nobody 
-thought  of  mentioning  her  to  me,  and  I 
could  have  died  upon  the  spot  sooner 
than  have  mentioned  her  name  to  any 
body  else. 

The  day  camjg  for  our  visit  to  Nico- 
tium  Castle.  Thinks- I-to-myndfj  I'll 
ask  if  I  mayn't  dine  at  the  vicarage  :  so 
at  breakfast  I  humm'd  and  haw'd,  and 
ventured  to  say,  "  I  had  rather  be  eo?- 
cused  going  to  Nicotium  Castle/'  My 
father  looked  black  ;^— -my  mother  look- 
ed I  know  not  how : — Thinh-I-to-my^ 
selft  it  don't  seem  agreeable. — "  You 
cannot  with  propriety  stay  at  home," 
says  my  fether,  "  because  you  were  so 
particularly  invited :"  Thinks-^I-tO'-myself^ 
what  if  1  say  1  had  tlie  misfortune^  to  be 
premowly  engaged  I-r-so  s&ys  I,  as  bold 
as  bms's, — "  but  I  was  previously  ei> 
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gaged  to  dine  at  the  Vicarage ;"— "  pre- 
viously engaged!"  says  my  dear  mother, 
**  that  cannot  be: — it  would  be  a  great 
act  of  rudeness  to  put  off  the  Twists 
with  an  excuse  like  that."  Thhiks-Lto^ 
myself,  I  don't  know  enough  of  the  world 
to  understand  the  exact  nature  of  these 
put  offs.  My  father  said,  "  I  must 
go ;"— I  made  therefore  lao  futher  ob- 
jections. 

The  hour  came^  and  away  we  went 
— Ev^ry  thing  at  the  castle  was  most 
splendid. — There  "was  every  sort  of 
rarity :— every  thing  that  it  was  mi  easy 
to  get :  I  would  have  given  the  world 
to  have  sat  by  my  dear  mother,  but  as 
accident  would  have  it,  I  got  exactly 
between  IVliss  Twist  ^nd  her  governess. 
Tliinks'l'tihmyself  1  hope  she  won^; 
ask  me  about  any  of  the  ologies  r-^'os  it 
happened  she  did  not; — but  she  talke<;} 
to  me  very  often ;— offered  me  abundr 
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ance  of  nice  things,  and  as  for  ^fr.  and 
Mrs.  Twfet,  nothing  could  possibly  ex- 
ceed their  attention.  Thinks-I-to-mystlf^ 
a  fig  for  Mrs.  Fidget :— Clod-pole  is 
somebody  of  consequence  at  last!   In 
the  evenings  as  more  company  came,  we 
found  that  it  was  to  end  in  a  ball.     I 
would  have  given  ever  so  much  to  have 
danced  with  my  father  or  mother : — not 
that  I  was  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know* 
that  this  was  impossible,  but  I  felt  so 
inexpressibly  shy  as  to  dancing  with  any 
body  else,.     Thinks-I-to-mifselfj  Y\\  go 
and  sit  with  the  fidlers  :— but  unhappily, 
just  as  I  was  going,  Mr.  Twist  came 
l^ehind  me:  — "    Young   Gentleman," 
says  he,  "  you  must. open  the  Ball  with 
my  daughter:*  Thifiks-I'^o-myself^  if  I 
mustf  I  must; — so  away  1  went,. up  to* 
the  top  of  about  twenty  couple. 

I  had   learnt  plenty  of   Latin   aix;^ 
Greek  of  my  tutor,  but  as  for  daaciog, 
vol- 1.  E 
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I  knew  but  little  of  it  :-^ThitiJis-Lio^ 
piysel/l  ^  ^'^sb  ^  y^ete  a  cow,  or  a  gheep : 
for  if  ever  they  dance,  they  are  not  par-* 
ticular  about  steps;  whereas  I  scarce 
seemed  to  know  whether  I  was  to  begin 
with  my  heels  or  my  toes :  however, 
a^vay  we  went,  and  with  a  little  pulling 
and  hauling,  and  pushing,  and  shoving, 
I  got  at  last  to  the  bottom  of  the  room : 
Miss  Twist  twisted  in  and  out  so  ad- 
roitly,  that  we  happily  arrived  at  our 
journey's  end,  without  any  lives  lost  or 
limbs  broke,  though  I  thought  all  seemed 
to  be  in  danger :    "  Pray,'*  says  Miss 
Twist,   *^  don't  engage  yourself  to  any 
body  else ;' — Thinks- I^-td-myself^  I  wish 
I  could:— in  the  mean  time,  all  the 
young  men  in  the  room  I  observed  came 
t6  ask  her  to  dance,   but  she  was  en- 
gaged for  the  whole  evening  to  Mn 
Robert  Dermont  i—TTiinkS'I'-tO'im/self^^ 
ni   let  you   off !— but  nothmg  ivould 
do ; — I  was  iixed  for  the  evening ;  and 
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at  sfippei;,  had  to  preside  with  the  ami- 
able heiress  of  the  castle,  at  the  second 
table. — Thinks- I'to-my self ^  I  wish  i 
was  at  hoBie,  «!kd  la  bed,  and  asleep ! — 
however,  at  last,  the  entertainment  hap- 
pily came  to  an  end,  and  away  we  a^l 
went    •  - 

As  we  were  upon  our  return,  my 
mother  observed  bow  much  I  had  been 
honoured  in  'having   had   Miss  Twist 
for  a  partner, — intinJating  that  all  the 
-other  youug  men  that  were  there,  en- 
wed  me.     Thin&s-I'to-myselfj  M^ell  they 
«^i^it !  but  another  time,  I  had  rather 
fAg/tiianwie:— however,  luckily  I  es- 
caped all  my  bumping  at  the  heart; 
Emily 'MatiidevRle  was  not  of  the  party. 
If r.  and  Mrs.  vTvvists  invitation  did  mt 
txtend  tp  the  Ficjarage y-^bat  what  wa^s 
parlieul^ly  prayofkiog,   when  I  got  to 
^  art  night,  I  felt,  a  great   bijuiipiag, 
^u«e  ifif  ift^mot  ther«^    Thmhs-I-tQ^ 
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rnyselfy    I  must  certainly  take    some 
physic. 

The  very  day  after  the  ball  Mrs.  and 
Miss  Twist   called   upon    my  mother 
again.  .  Much  of  the  conversation,  of 
course,  turned  upon  the  company  tliat 
had  met  together  the  night  before.    Mrs. 
Twist  expressed  great  satisfaction  that 
her  daughter  had  had  so  proper  a  part- 
ner :  — "   I   don't  like  her  to  dance« 
ma'am/'  say#she,  "  but  with  people  of 
family !"     Thinks-Lto^myself,—'' .  You 
know,  Bob,  you  are  to  be  a  lord !" — and 
now  it's  out!-^ — -I  began  now  to  have 
some  suspicion  how  the  land  lay,  as  they 
say:— I  began  now  tQ  discern,  that  tlie 
Twists  knew  something  about  the  stil^ 
as  well  as  my  ftitber.     Thinks'l-tchfi^y^ 
self  J — as  sure  as  cart  be,  they  are  in- 
clined to  repleiiish  my  empty  corpnet, 
and  interweave  a  few  leaves  of  tobacco 
with  the  Baronial  balla ; — ^however,  no- 
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thing  of  all  this  was  suffered  to  pass  my 
lips.  I  looked  upon  it  all  as  a. good) 
scheme,  and  admirably  calculated  to 
cure  my  bumping  of  heart ;— for,  Thmk»^ 
J'to-m^self,  it  h  impossible  I  could  pass 
my  life  with  Emily  Mandeville,.  since, 
my  heart  btimpiS  so  .dreadfully,  even  at  a- 
distance. 

It  was  amazing  the  number  of  civili- 
ties and  invitations  that  passed    pQw 
between  Nicotium  Cattle  and  Gr^Wble-i 
thorpe  Hall.      They  were  continuaHy 
coming  to  us,  or  we  going  to  tbenft.  Mrs.* 
Twist  was   always  talking  of  people /pfi 
family  ;-~my  father  and  mother  s^lwfiyjs 
lamenting  to  me  the  expectation  of  ti^et 
wiendcmed  Barony.     All  this  while;  I; 
continued  in  the  habit  of  visiting  ai  the; 
Vicarage,  thougli  my  h^rt  bumped  so 
excessively,  whenever  I  was  there,  tluit  I. 
thought  I  ioust  entirej^'fiive  it  up. 
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©He  d^y,  as  I  was  wn^fcihg  in  the  gar- 
de^ with  Mrs*  Mi^cteville  and  the  fe* 
ititles  of  tbC'  famiiy,  it  came  intxi  my 
fa^ad  that  Emily  would  like  to  iiave  a 
bedidtiifui  moss  rose,  that  Iliad  just  ga« 
thetedLThinkg-I'to-myeelff  TUgoand 
sAtk  itinj.ber^bosom.:«r>at  that  verytno* 
menty  I  had  such  an  extraordki^r]^ 
seizure  of  the  bumping  at  my  hearfi  that 
l-wttt  ready  to  drop;— hut  what  ap- 
pew^  ta  m$  more  stinsrage  wa^  tliat  I 
cotMmt  goto  her,  db  what:I  would^— 
fop  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I  felt  a  sort 
of  di^ead  of  her :  while  M||.  Motideville 
ht^  been  questioning  cne  about  the  ball 
aft  Nicotium  Castle,*  a  little  before,  I 
bought  she  looked  dii^)ieas6d  with  me^ 
and  when  I  expected  it  of  lier  as  a  frknd 
tfeat  sU^  would  have  liked  to  hear  of  the 
notice  that  J^  b^n  taken  of  me,  I  ob- 
served she  walkep  i^uite  away:---I  had 
never  quarreUecU^UhJher  in  all  my  life. 
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apomiful  night  and  morning,  for  tiree 
dayS)  which  so  efiectually  moved  my 
stpmacb,  as  to  give  me,  as  I  thought^ 
the  fairest  chance  of  a  perfect  reco- 
very r— however,  not  so :  I  could  not 
reach  th<^  btmphig  after  all,  which  oc^ 
curred  so  instantaneously  upon  the 
smallest  recollection  of  Emily  Mande« 
ViSSsy  tisat  had  she  been  old  and  ugly,  or 
Itad  she  ever  been  seen  in  the  aif  o|t  a 
Inroom,  must  have  convinced  me  -thaf  she 
Wis  the  exact  person  that  had  bewitched 
tx*  I  continued  in  this  state  for  some 
days  after  my  sister's  return  home ;  dur<« 
m%  which  time.  Miss  Twist  came  often 
to  see  her  in  her  carriage,  and  Emily 
Mandeviile  once  j^n  *foot :  I  could 
pbittly  perceive,  that  though  the  latter 
did  nbt  at  all  mind  coming  on  ioo^  tht 
tbtiatt  was  very  proud  kideed  of  coming 
in  her  carriage :  but  what  wat  odd,  eveiD 
Ms  iHff<re»0e  between  the  tw^  assoott' 
jk  \  peiwked   k)    brMgiit  «»  tlia^ 
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huvfping  at  my  \ietsi;--^T1iiriks-I-t<Mny'- 
selfy  Emily  shall  ride  in  her  carriage 
too. 

i  know  not  bow  long  I  might  have  re-* 
mained  in  this  miserable  uncertain  state, 
.  bad  it  not  been  for  the  most  unlooked*  ^ 
for  accident,  that  ever  befel  one  in 
va^  sad  condition*  One  day  that  Miss 
Twist  had  dined  vnxYx  us,  she.  and  my 
Mter,  in  the  evening,  were  playing  antl'^ 
singing  at  the  piano-forte.  They -both 
sung  extremely  well,  only  Miss  Twist 
was  so  abominably  affected,  I  could,  not 
hear  ta  iookjai  her,  while  she  sung,,  but 
irtood .  att  a  distance  generally,  iistemn^ 
to  tht  words.  Music  1  delighted  in ;— •. 
ospeciaUy  I  found  since,  the  first,  attack 
of'  xxif  bumpif^^tknart  were  some  taiie»» 
i;o  exquisitely  sootbubg  and  delightful^.! 
could  scarce  bciar  tbem  ;^-aAd  some;  o£ 
tbe  war(fe  of  the  songs  seewed  to  me: 
to  Ipwb  oq^^iMiapIaiiiit ;  }im^JY'V|^^h 
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perceived,  had  a  paiticular  knack  in  fix^ 
ing  upon  such  songs: — at  last  there 
c^me  one  that  completely  opened  my 
poor  dull  eyes ;  the  two  first  verses  wera 
sufficient,  I  had  not  made  complete  ex- 
periment of  all, — but  my  eyes  were 
opened,  as  I  say :  Thinks-I-to-m/self^ 
^^  that  a  enough :''  as  X  whispered  to  my^ 
sister  to  beg  her  to  repeat  it,  I  could 
not  help  marking,  every  word  the  second 
time,  and  accompanying  them  with,  my 
usual  soliloquies. 

'<  When  Delia  on  die  plain  appearst**        ^ 

when  Emily  Mapdeville  walk3  in  the' 
garden :— '     .       ,      .    ; 


-I 


^  Awed  by  a  tfaousand  tender  /ears, 

^^  I  wo^d  approach,  but  dare  not  tixosn!*    \ 

-^-  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC' 


m 

Act  cAsefo  a  hair!*— never  was  anything 
toOFe  plain  !--—^ 

''  Tell  me,  my  heart,  if  this  be  love  !* 

Yea^  uodoabtedljr  f— Neither  j^4rr,.nor 
pkufiijfy  oor  peripmufnon^p  nor  phrin^ 
Mff  9or  a  diie^ised  liver,  but  x^^yst 
downf  y^f  lDve.*-fMy  eyea  were  opened^ 
Xaay. 

As  ill  luck  would  have  it,  however^ 
Miss  Tm9(|^  I  i  beljev^y  tbought  her  ^es 
were  opened  too.*  She  had  no  questions- 
to  ask  hdr  h^rt  at>but  to^e,  ht  I  fee^ 
Iteve  ^be  wm  perfectly  inecipabter  of  that 
amiable  passion,  in  any  serious^  A^r&b  ^ 
nothing,  I  am  confident,  would  ever 
Imve  madehei^  heart  ban^«9  h^ne'did ; 
but  hailing  been  inistrurttettiid  tatt)rtd 
at  home,  to  lay  siege  to '  my  dxpecte4 
SmsB^  inl  WW  eqimg    ipdn  Ilia. 
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Hdf^,  Mi  feaDiag  fuUy  lewRt  to  h^ 
lieve  from  Father,  Motbei^;  Governestfi 
Nurse,  &c.  &c.  &c.  that  there  was  no- 
thing she  could  purchase  with  her  ricbeg 
brif  ^o  vaiuaMe  as  a  Gorotiet  and  dui>* 
pmters  ibr  her  carriage,,  having    the 
Twist  arm^  iti  the  fisU  rnUAe  of  all^  as 
ah  heiress,  she  n^as  hiterested  in  aU  the* 
Ibve-^^pCoiJvs  that  could  by  any  means 
be  discoTii^ed  in  the  heir  apf^arent  of  all 
tbe^e  vala£ibtee,  aii^^  therefore  she  thought 
it  ^i«fa  her  while  to  make  tilat  malady 
her  Bl^diif,^fLifd&$'^^b&  ioaH  not  fairly 
ask  ft)  feel  ffify  pvAse,  she  coiild '  <^y 
judge  ai  «  distoDceaB  it  werei......so  she 

hftd'  iifiade  iiM&Aj  aloiost  as  much  of  this 
(the  verse^  ^  X  had:  "^ IVhm  DeHa  00. 
ihe  plain  apptavr^^*   xws  to  her^  v^hen 
Miss  Twist  eoihesf  iki  her  carriage;*-— 
**  Awtd.  by  ii  fktmdetni  fender  feats^  / 

itpproacfa  ;'V^il  %  w^  (me  myisetf 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


88 

iie)  the  dod-poUy  ^^  he  "veotild  approacli^' 
i)ut  dare  not  move/* 

I  don't  wonder  she  was  mistaken;—^ 
for  certainly  I  was  "  awed^^  though  not 
by  .^^  tender  fears  f^ — I  was^  afraid  of 
ber  ologkSy  zxidheap  of  vzviaccampiish*- 
ments;  and  though  /  certainly  did  not 
'Wish  to  approach  her^  yet  as  I  certainly 
did  not  approach  her  so  much  as  she 
wished  and  expected,  it  was  a  fair  con*^^ 
jedure  to  think  I  would^  but  could  n^ti 
and  that  I  dared  not  nune^  and  so  tajce. 
it  altogether,  no  woqder  her  pride  and; 
preposseasions^  plainly  told  her,  that  this- 
was  love; — love  in  999^  towardu  her  owiv, 
$weet  person;— ishe  thec^foremade^sui^e; 
of  her  game  •  the.  song  being  abked  ipfr. 
s^ain,  convinced  her  that  i^  wasj>y  i¥ftx 
of  ei^bling  her.tQ  discover  jth^  f^eciquS' 
sieer^i; ,  so  tliat  she  felt  quite  a3surqc| 
4f  beiAg);*(pr,  J^djSlhii^.ijalre^^^^^ 
wondered  what  could  make  the  old  peo^ 
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pie  in  the  North  live  so  long :  my  fit** 
tber  and  naother  also,  I  apprehend,  she 
wished  somewhat  older,  though  perhaps 
she  would  have  allowed  the  latter  a  little 
respite  as  a  Dowager. 

I  thought,  however,  I  had  made  two 
discoveries  from  this  song: — the  third 
stanza  pleased  me  as  much  as  an3r;**-for 
by  applying  it  to  Emily  Mandeville,  I 
b^n  to  flatter  myself  I  had  discovered 
a  reiason  for  her  turning  away,  when 
her  n>other  and  I  were  talking  so  mucli 
about  the  ball  at  Nicdtium  Castle, 
and  the  accomplishments  of  Miss 
Twist 

^^  If  »he  some  other  youth  comniendv 

ThinkS'I^to^tnyself,  why  not—**  If  he 
»<me  other  n/^d  joomtoQud  ?"  "  Though. 
I  wa*.  ,,.once  his  fondest  friend;" — 
"  Why.  net,"  .  says   I,    "  h^r  fondest 
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feieiwi;?"^"  Hid  iwtant;  efiCMiy  I  prov©;'* 
--«  Why  iwt,"  «s\y»  I,  ^*  fe^  eneeoy  F' 
aqd  ao  pa  :--*8liirdy,  Thi^^c^^Jri^-ms^lfy 
t-^r^faf^nema.  again  ;-**ii!Kjy  heart  bumped 
more  than  ever,  but  itwafs^beccmiei^te 
a  pleasant  sensation ; — I  had  quite  given 
up  all  tfaouglkb  o£  raising:  tiie^  dpottocary 
abouit  k^— »I  mMint  faence6M*wahi  t0  ask 
]iabody'd)mt  ilv  bt;^  T^u  £ti%  Mftmie^ 
fille. 
•  •    .    • , 

«.  I  kad  not  tnaoft  yet  to  think  (te  kasfc 
ia  the  worid  about  Misas  Twist'^  d^sap-^ 
pMntnient;--^indeil^d  I  could  odt  ciupe  « 
kalffjenny  about  it  ;^^for,  Thinks- J*t0*^ 
mif self,  love  won't  kill  A^,  and  there  are 
coronets  enough  to  behadiii  money ; 
who  knows  but  ^.may  buy^xi  Earl  or 
a  Duke; — but  poor  Emily  Mandeville 
<ian'C  buy  even  a  Baron ;  imd  thu^  I  ran 
0vk  whenever  my  tbo^gbta  to^  tlbt 
turn  :--^however,  I  could  not  Im^  now 
begianifig  to  make  comparigon*  between 
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the  heiress  of  NicQtium  Caslie,  and  tbe 

meek-eyed  makkit  of  the  Vicatage. — 

Thmh^L-to^mysetf^  what's  all  her  Ghe- 

mistry  and  Qeologj,   and  French  and 

ItatittOy   to  tba  plaia  sense  and  ratioiial^ 

understandikig  of  Enaily   Mandeyttle? 

Wh8[t  aife  aU>  tiici  airs  andgra^e^,  and 

coac^t  and  afiectjatJoO)  of  tte  haughty 

Miss  Twisty  to  the  artless  simplieity  and 

\»ia8suniing  inm>cence  of   the  Vicar's 

^Qghter  ?  She  may  ride  in  her  coaehi 

and  have  neoklaees  ahd  hrao^^  of  tbe» 

ch(»cest  jewellery,  she:  niajt  aiog  like  at 

CfUalam^  or  dance  ^e  a  l^gaHi^  bul 

I  want  not  to  pass  my  life  ansidst  dia«^ 

tnonds  and  rubies ;  I  want  i^oitielhliif^ 

better  to  associate  with  thaa  the  pu^pet9 

of  an  Opera  Uoose* 

felt  tbm*e  was  one  drcmnstance  with 
Yegatd  to  the  Twists  that  bad  .a  great 
tendency  to  sctine  against  them : — they 
seemed  to  me  to  have  no  sens^e  of  reli-* 
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gion; — tbeir  pew  at  church  was  gene- 
rally emptyj  or  if  they  chanced  to  come 
there,  tbey  were  too  late,  or  there  was 
such  a  talking  in  their  pew,  or  they 
seemed  none  of  them  to  have  any  books, 
or  they  knew  nothing  of  the  sermon 
afterwards,  or  something  or  other  hap- 
pened to  convince  me,  that  they  had  not' 
any  of  them  any  proper  sfense  of  religion 
at  aU;— ^Church  was  a  bore  to  Miss 
Twi6t;*--Mr.  Mandeville^s  sermons  were 
shockingly  long;~her  papa  always  toob 
a  novel  in  his  pocket, .  and  Mrs.  Twist 
wished  she  was  close  to  the  parson  with 
a  spur,  to  urge  him  on  a  little  quicker  : 
DOW  I  shall  make  no  scruple  to  say,  that 
I  bad  ever  a  propensity  to  hold  such 
sort  .of  people  in  absolute  contempt  and 
abhorrence ;— my  fiEither  and  mother^ 
had  each  of  them  a  jtist  sense  of  reli- 
gion ;— 'they  were  christians,  not  in  form 
only,  but  at  heart; — they  never  dis- 
{>tited  about  it;  or  made  a  {^rade  of  it^ 
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but  any  thing  that  in  the  least  offended 
against  the  sacredness  of  place,  person, 
or  thing,  connected  with  religion,  excited 
their  displeasure ; — so  that  I  was  bred 
up  from  a  child  to  entertain  a  i^verence 
for  whatever  belonged  to  it;   and  it  is 
no  wonder  that  this  should  have  led  me 
to  look  more  narrowly  into  these  mat- 
ters, and  make  it  no  subordinate  object 
of- my  studies. — I  was  fond  of  books 
-always: — I    had    been    admirably  in- 
structed:— Mrs.  Fidget  thought  me  a 
clod-pole  because  1  could  not  talk  in  the 
wuy  she  did,  but  while  she  talked  rtiVA- 
out  thinking f  /thought  without  talking ; 
—I  would  not  be  so  uncivil  to  Mrs.  Fid- 
get, as  to  insist  upon  it  without  farther 
argument,  that  I  had  ti^e  advantage,  but 
itappeared  to  me,  I  must  confess,  that 
I  was  no  clod-pole  for  what  I  did.    I 
n^ver  shall  regret  the  want  of  language 
-that    may    haye    excited     Mrs.    Fid- 
get's, spleen ; — want  of  thought  WQuid 
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have    fivcft  me  more  ^roncera: — but 
I     to  return   tQ  \vheA  I  was  discoursmg 

Bred  up  as  1  bad  been,  it  may  easily 
be  supposed,  Mr.  Mandeville'B  hoase 
und  manners,  and  way  of  going  od, 
^were  more  congenial  to  my  feelings,  than 
the  empty  glare  and  glitter  of  Nieotiuna 
Cadtle: — at  Mr#  Mandeville^s  every 
thing  wd.s  r^ular,  comfortebley  and  co»- 
sistent;  one  could  have  stepped  atan^ 
time  out  of  his  house  into  the  other 
world  without  confusion,  but  at  Njco- 
tium  Castle,  nothing  wa&  regular,  nothing 
comfortable,  nothmg  natural  ;<Mali  arti- 
ficial, and  83  for  stepping  out  of  that 
gawdy  Castle  into  the  other  world,  it  wa^ 
quite  horrible  and  shocking  to. think  of 
it  TkMB'I-to^imfsetf^—{(Am^  What 
will  the  angels  say  to  thee>  Mr.  Twist, 
when  thoji  appearest  at  the  gate  of  hea- 
ven? ^as!  Thinks-I-t(h-mfselfy.s[xtAyl 


th^ 
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know : — "  Thou  in  tliy  Ufe-titue  ra* 
ceivedst  thy  good  things,  likewise  Laza- 
rus evil  things  :" — I  had  not  so  little 
charity  as  to  be  ever  able  to  proceed  ; 
for  after  all,  the  njelancholy  thing  was,*— 
Mr.  Twist  k7iew  nothing^  about  the  other 
world! — he  knew  much  more  of  the 
Sporting  Calendar  than  of  the  Bibk. 
He  thou^t,  probably,  (if  he  ever  thought 
at  idl  upon  the  subject)  that  ther6  was 
a  regular  Nicoiium  Castk  prepared  for 
him  among  the  many  mansions  we  read 
of  in  the  Book  of  God; — and  that  if 
there  were  any  thing  that  might  not 
cmne  to  him  in  the  way  of  inheritance, 
merit,  or  grace,  money  could  purchase 
it. 

I  am  afraid  I  have  fallen  deep  into  a 
digression:  well  then,  gentle  readier,  if 
you  don-t  like  this  digression,  burn  all 
the  rest  of  the  book,  but  don't  touch 

the  digression  itself: — giva  it  vm  back 

\ 
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4!igam  ;-^I  value  it ;— I  doa't  care  what 
you  like  or  dislike,— upon  that  particular 
topic^  I  will  speak  my  mind  :-^If  I  am 
|o  be  a  Clod-pole,  let  me,  for  God's 
$ake,  be  at  least  a  religious  one. 

'  My  worthy,  good,  «nd  kind  mother, 
thought  the  ball  at  Nicotium  Castle  wasr 
too  pointed,  not  to  render  it  strictly 
Incumbent  on  her,  to  give  a  ball  at 
Orumblethorpe  Hall;  at  which,  good 
soul,  I  make  no  manner  of  doubt,  she 
looked  forward,  with  feelings  something 
like  those  of  Mrs.  Twist,  (only  not  so 
yulgar,)  to  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Miss 
Twist  and  tne  dance  together,  ^  She 
/v  spoke  of  it  to  my  father,  and  as  he 
thought  it  quite  right,  to  be  sure  it  must 
be  done  directly; — for  the  only  thing  in 
which  I  think  my  poor  mother  might  be 
vulgar  and  unfashionaMe,  wag  that  of 
having  a  perfect  deference  to  the  opi- 
nion of  my  father,~so/!?iucb  so,  that  I 
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have   often   thought    she    realhr  loved 
him; — but  what  made  a  great  puzzle 
and  Combustion  among  us  sometimes, 
was,  that  my  father  had  just  as  great  a 
deference  for  my  niother,  so  that  if  by 
any   untoward    accident,    and  project^ 
business,  or  engagemeat  hung  upon  a 
balance  between  them,   it  was   almost 
impossible    that    it    should    ever    get 
settled';— eacA  insisting  so   strenuously 
not  to  have  it  their  own  wai/y  that  I  am 
confident,  that  had  it  been  left  to  them 
to  settle  the  planetary  system,  and  the 
dispute  had  been  about  the  rijjht  and 
left  course  of  the  orbits,  that  glorious 
luminary,  the  sun,  might  have  stood  still 
for  ever,  without  a  single  body  to  revolve 
around  him. 

Well,  the  ball  was  of  course  deter- 
mined upon,  and  the  day  fixed:  and  in 
^wo  days    after  the   determination,    a 
pack  of  printed  c?irds  having  been  pro- 
VOL*  J.  F 
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cured,  numberless  iQTitations  were  writ* 
ten,  many  of  them  by  CUd-p^k  himself^ 
but  here  a  great  difficulty  arose  ;^ — my 
^ister  wished  all  the  MandeviUes  to  be 
invited,  and  to  have  beds  at  the  ball ; 
my  mother  assured  her  they  were  riot  of 
the  party  at  Nifiotium  Cattle;  "  not,'* 
says  she,  ^'  that  I  think  them  unworthy 
of  having  been  there,  for  on  the  cott^ 
trary,  I  think  it  would  have  been  better 
had  Mrs*  Twi&t  invited  them,  but  only 
now  they  will  not  expect  to  be  invited  f 
— but  I  will  see  what  your  father  says  f 
I  said  nothing,  '<xnA  1  thought  nothing ! 
for  I  was,  as  it  were,  flabbergasted; — 
what  that  ineaos,  I  don't  know,  but  hav^ 
ing  heard  it  used  upon  occasion  by  very 
elegant  people,  I  adopt  it,  as  it  ^eems 
to  me,  to  mean  something  very  applica- 
ble to  my  feelings. 

I  «hall  cease  to  d^cribe  the  bwi^ings. 
I  had  at 'my  hearti  be^wise  I  noiw  under- 
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stood   them,   and  thought   them   quite 
natural.     I  confess,  I  felt  anxious  about 
my  father's  coming  home,  though  neither 
my  mother,  nor  my  sister  said  a  word 
about  it^  at  last,  however,   he  came; 
• — he  had  been  out  a  riding  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Twist,  of  all  the  people  in  the 
world,   so  that  I  augmed   rather    un- 
favourably as  to  the  issue  of  the  busi- 
ness :— he  was  not  long  returned  befor« 
he  came  into  my  mother's  room :  Thinks^ 
Z-to-my^eify   I  wish  I   was   dead  and 
buried.     I  expected  them  to  begin  upon 
it  iwimediatery ;— ^but  no  such  thing ; — 
the  deuce  of  a  word  was  uttered  either 
^bout  the  Twists  or  the  Mandevilles,  foi* 
a  full  quarter  of  an  hour  at  least :— at 
last,     my     sister    began; — says     she, 
"  Papa,  don't  you  mean  that  the  Man- 
devilles shall  be  iayited  to  the  Ball  ?'' 

.J43^atthis  moment,  the  iaervanteiH    . 
tered^  and  my  father  was  called  ckit  of  4^^^ 
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the  room ;— I  could  have  freely  knocked 
the  fellow  on  the  head; — Thinks-I-to- 
myself y  he  did  it  on  purpose: — however, 
the  business  was   not  urgent,  and  my 

^  father  came  back  again;    -says  my  sis- 
ter, as  before,  "  Papa,  don't  you  mean 

^to  have  the  Mandevilles  invited  to  the 
Ball?'*   "  Who  are  invited?"   says  my 

^  father.  "  Every '  body,"  says  my  mo- 
ther, "  that  was  at  Nicotium  Castle;" — 
**  the  Mandevillcs  were  there,"  says  my 
father,  hastily ! — ^'  no,  not  one  of  them,'' 
says  my  mother: — "  then,"  says  ,^ my 
father,  "  it's  a  d-- — -n'd  shame  IT— 
My  mother,  and  my  sister,  and  myself, 
all  slunk  back;— such  an  expression 
from  such  a  mouth  bespoke  an  earnest- 
ness we  were  unaccustomed  to  !-^says 
my  father,  '*  Are  you  sure  they  wei?e 
none  of  them  there  ?*' — "  Indeed,"  says 
my  mother,  "  they  were  none  of  them 
invited;" — **  then,"  says  niy  iather, 
send  to  them  directly,   and  tell  \nx^ 
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about  the  Ball,  though  my  sister  had 
beard  a  great  deal  about  the  splendor  of 
I  that  at  Nicotium  Castle,  and  wished  of 
course,  that  our's  should  be  as  grand ; 
I  am  not  sure  but  she  had  some  bump* 
ings  at  the  heart  about  it^  she  seem* 
ed  8Q  earnest;— but  my  motiier  took 
pains  to  convince  her,  theX  ea^triwaganet 
was  no  real  mark  oi  gentility  ; — that  it 
was  better  to  appear  to  want  son* 
tilings  that  might  have  been  procured, 
than  to  go  much  out  of  the  way  to  pro- 
cure things  that  might  reasonably  be 
dispensed  with ; — says  slie,  **  my  dear, 
the  Twists  sent  for  every  thing  fr^oofti 
London ;— surely  it  is  better  to  iiave  it 
supposed  that  we  med  send  foP  m^ 
t^ing!^'  ■:-  ^.. 

■      .  ■«  .   '        '  •     '•       ■  ,  .    *' 

It  may  easily  be  imagined  thatJ'tiM 
the  day  came,  not  much  else  was  thought 
oi; — it  was  amusem^t  to  n\y  mother 
and  sister>  it  had' much  in  it  to  produ^fe 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC      ■• 


103 

ffiff  bumpings  at  hearty  and  as  for  my 
father,  he  waited  patiently  for  it,  I  be- 
lieve, witliout  giviftg  himself  a  moment's 
concern  about  the  business.  Though  I 
had  not  Ventured  to  ask  to  carry  the 
note  to  the  Vrcarage,  I  could  not  help 
going  there  soon  after,  over  Twist  ttile 
and  all: :— when  I  got  there,  I  said,  ^  I 
hoped  *e  should  see  them ;" — ^for  they 
did  not  hnmediatefy  answer  the  note, 
not  knowing  how  to  arrange  about  the 
dining  and  sleeping,  &c.  ;-^says  I,  *'*  I 
hope  you  will  all  confie,'*  and,  TTtinks-I- 
to-mgselfy  I  hope  my  dear  Emily  will 
dance  with  me^  but  as  for  uttering  % 
I  might  as  well  have  been  born  dumb : 
,-^t  j^sed  in  my  mind  freely  enough, 
to  and  fro,  ^upwards  and  downwards^ — - 
but  out  of  my  mind,  not  a  hairs 
breadth.:— -I  looked  and  sighed,  and  like 
Alexander  the  Great,  "  sight d  and  look- 
ed agaiu^'^— '^  Prays,"  says  Emily,  '*  Do 


Digitized  by  LjOQ.QIC  ' 


104 

tlie  Twists  dine  and  sleep  there  r"  says 
T,  "  O  no,  God.forbid!*'— I  was  afraid 
I  had  spoken  too  hastily^  but  I  took 
particular  notice  tlmt  she  looked  unconir 
monly  happy: — I  took  my  leave  sooi> 
after,  and  returned  home, 

At  length  the  day  of  days  came.  The 
carpet  was  taken  up  in  the  drawingr 
room,  and  the  floor  all  chalked  in  fine 
coloured  figures  and  compartments. 
All  the  Mandevilks  came  to  dinner,  but 
it  was  rather  bustle  and  confusion,  for 
the  dining-room  was  to  be  the  supper- 
jroom,  and  so,,  soon  wanted: — however, 
I  was  much  pleased  with  some  conver- 
sation that  took  placed  between  my  father 
and  Mr.  Mandeville  after  dinner. 

*  "  I  wish,  Mr.  Maqdeville,"  says  niy 
father^  "  every  body  would  bring  up 
their  famiiy^as  you  bring  up  yours/'    . 
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**  I  don't  know,  Sir,"  says  Mr.  Man- 
deville,  "  I  bring  them  up  to  learii  all 
that  I  think  really  necessary,  and  a.11  thafc 
it  is  in  my  power  to  teach  them." 

**  That's  just  what  I  like,"  says  my 
fttthe'r ;  "  Why  should  our  children  be 
made  so  much  wiser  than  ourselves? — 
Why  should  it  be  thought  necessary  that 
because  ther.e  happen  iiow  to  be  a  pro- 
lusion of  teachers,   in  all  branches^  of 
knowledge,    every  thing  that  is  to  be 
taught^  must  be  learnt  ?— ^Why  am  I  tc 
be  bpundto  give  guinea  after  guinea  to- 
hdR9  my.  daughter  taught  every  thing: 
that  other  people  choose  to.  learn,  and? 
Kmrtly  on    that  account j    without  the 
least  regard  to  her  natuial. genius,  taste, 
or  capacity ;  and  when  I  am  perfectly 
a#$ured  that  more  than  half  of  what  she  ^ 
M  iwinsj  aan  be  of  nO;  benefit  to  her 
j^jiisbdnd,   pr  her  children,  op  her  chil- 
df^'s  children,,  and  can;only  be  acqviir'* 
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cd  bya  profligate  waste  and  expcnce  of" 
that  time,  which  not  ooly  might  be  be-' 
stowed  on  studies  of  real  importance,' 
but  on  such  as  must  tend  tp  the  uao, 
and  benefit,  and  delight  of  all  connected 
with  her? — there's  our  neighbour  Miss 
Twist,i— to  be  sure  she  knows,  in  some 
way  or  other,,  abundance  of  things ;— 
she  iS)  what  the  world  callsj  highly  ac* 
complished ; — nor  am  1  disposed  to 
blame  her  parents  for  any  care  or  cost 
they  have  bestowed  an  her, — rbut  the 
effect  of  it  is,  in  many  cases,  absurd  an<t 
preposterous,— if  it  tends  to  set  off  the 
daughter,  it  tends  as  much  to  d^g0t^ 
the  parents ;  for  it  is  self-evident,  tfeaS 
neither  Mr.  nor  Mrs.  Twist  have  suflS* 
cient  knowledge  of  half  the  things  their 
U  daqghteF  hath  been  taught,  to  be  afcte 
to  judge  of  her  progress  and  acquiiP^^ 
i^pts ;— it  is  fifty  to  one  feut  that  Uii 
iaierely  talking  of  th^,  they  contioimlly 
expose  themselres  by  their  ignaraaet 
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aad  blunders,  and  what  13  worse  thaa 
all,  their  daughter  must  know  that  they 
do  so,  if  she  know  any  thing  as  she 
should  do : — now  your  daughters,  Mn 
MandeyiUe,  learn  of  you  and  Mrs. 
Mandeiriile,  nothing  but  what  is,  and 
ever  will  be,  essential,  useful,  proper^ 
and  becoming  ;— and  learning  it  of  you 
9aid  you  only,  they  never  can  come  ta 
look  down  upon  you  y  they  must  look 
up  to  you,  as  cblldrea  should  do,,  witht 
respect  and  revjerence^  and  esteem ;.  and 
the  utmost  of  their  aspiring  must  be,,  ta 
be  ajEh  wise  and.  as  good  as  yourselves  ; 
—besides,  Mr.  Mandeville^  ajs  to  the 
great  and  only  knowledge,  that  is  of 
veal  importance  to  us  aU,  you  must: 
know  better  than  me^  that  ii  is  ainfiost 
the  only  kind  of  learning  they  nev^i:  take? 
mucbi  pains  to  acquire: — I  dan't  sup-^ ' 
pose  any  of  your  learned  prqftwtmi 
yreie  ever  called  upon  by  father^  mother^. 
w  ^uardiao,^  to  teach  ^eir  «on>    ot 
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claughter,  or  ward,  Z)it?/w/fy,— that  iv 
I  mean,  Christianity ;  and  yet  a  few 
guineas  so  bestowed,  might,  perhaps,  go 
as  fai*  to  help  their  appearance  in  the 
other  world,  as  many  guineas  in  this,— 
aye,  and  benefit  some  fellow-creature^ 
possibly,  of  more  worth,  than  fifty  fidlers 
or  dancing  masters. 

**  I  wish,  Mr.  Mandeville,  you  could 
get  the  Twists  to  attend  church  a  little 
oftener  :— I  hate  to  see  their  pew  etnpty 
almost  every  sabbath  day;  it  is  quite  a' 
pity; — Twist  is  a  good-natured  rattle, 
and  as  for  Mrs.  Twist,  T  am  confident, 
that  if  any  body  could  ever  once  convince 
fteV,  that  there  were  one  or  two  accom- 
j^lishments  wanting  to  set  her  daughter 
,  off  fo  advantage^  (for  that  is  Ihe  great  ob-' 
jeet  of  all  mothers,  now-a-days,)  in  ano-^ 
fher  world  besides  this,  which  I  fekr  hak^ 
ftever  once  entered  Mts*  Ttvisfs  head; 
ilam  persuadecl,  I  say,  that  ^he-Woultt 


^:u. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


109 

not  neglect  to  enquire  after  some  teacher 
or  other,  who  might  render  her  not  fife- 
Jicienty  in  the  courts  above." 

Mr.  Mandeville  was  preparing  to  re- 
ply, when  a  solemn  message  was  brought 
from  the  upper  house,  which  was  pri- 
vately delivered  to  my  father  i-^Iliinks^ 
I'to-myself,  a  motion  to  adjourn,— and 
sa  it  turned  out, — for  the  Speaker  im- 
mediately quitted  the  ehak,  and  after 
asking  Mr.  Mandeville  if  he  would 
drink  any  more  wine,  he  publicly  an- 
nounced the  summons  he  had  had  to  the 
.  drawing-room,  and  we  prepared  to  fol- 
low him. 

When  we  went  up  stairs,  the  roonx 
vas  alm6st  full.  My  father,  of  course,* 
went  boldly  into  the  middle  of  them  all : 
Mr.  Mandeville  and  myself  remamed 
•  near  tW  door.  I  Cast  my  eyes  round 
liad  rdwifl,'  and  round  again,  before  I 
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could  fairly  discern  what  I  mast  wished 
to  see  ;-ir-at  length,  I  espied,  oa  one  side 
of  the  ropm,  behind  a  number  that  were 
standing  up,  Mrs.  and  the  three  Miss 
Mandeviil^s  sitting  cipae  togother,  like- 
a  hen  and  so  many  chickens : — I  felt  aa. 
irresistible  ({esire  to  go  to  them,  but 
though  there  was  a.  war  way  of  d^ing  it,. 
I  found,  upon  attempting  it»  I  could  not 
stir;— I  felt  just  as  if  my  right  leg  waot> . 
^d  to  go,  l»ut  my  left  leg  pijilied  it  back; 
-^Thrnks-Lio-myrSelfy  ^  I  would  ap- 
proach bu,t  dare  not  move  f — "  Tell  me 
my  h^art,'*  &c.  At  length  a  ftesh  party 
arrived,  and  we  were  faii-ly  pushed 
further  into  the  room : — I  tlien  did  se- 
dulously endeavour  to  keep  in  that  di« 
^  reclion,  and  as^  Mr.  Mandevl)le  seemed 
tQ  hav^  no  other  obj,ect  as  welt  as  myr. 
hji^Xi^  we  gradually  got  nieareir  and  nearer^, 
though  continually  interruj^t^id  oi  course 
Iby  ^  greetings  and  salutes  of  diyers^ 
persoias  aod  jpftrties  whoot  y^ 
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ia  ^10^  ta  ask  Emily  to  dance  with  mei, 
the  twa  first  dances,  but  as  for  h(is4en^ 
v$ff  tQ  her  fe^  tbis  purp9$e,  it  was  qqite 
out  of  question; — ^my  left  leg  still  kepft 
pulling  me  b^^  ^  I  thought. 

Some  preparations  now  began  to  be. 
made  for  b^inniag  the  ball^  and  I  feU 
Quite  sure  that  I  should  be  too  late  to 
accomplish  my  end^  when,  as  good  luck, 
would  have  it,  M^.  Mand^ville  niade  a 
bold  push  to.  get  at  them,  and  I  followed 
close  ia  the  rear :— tb0  point  now  seem-! 
ed  to  me  to  be  accomipUshed ; — I  had  got 
^lose  to  £mily>  and  was  just  in  the  acfc 
of  stooping  to  ask  her  to  b^  my  part  ^ 
ner^  (for  human  thread  papers  yo^  know 
are  gpiicraUy  pyrc^ty  l*U>)  when  I  Veceiv- ' 
ed  such  a  horrible  pincjx.just  on  the  fen*- 
dar  part  above  the  elbo^r  of  my  |figh| 
afiQi  \hski  £  lad  }Sk^  W)  Itove  ^K^reata^d 
akud:^  Thinks* t^rV^t^^^^^ 

.  ..  ■ ,  ■    \-^/ 
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jnd  steels-traps,  as  sure  as  I  am  born ! !' 
—-It  was  my  father. in  fact,  whe  teaning 
over  two  benches,  said  in  great  haste, 
^  Bob,  come  here,-  I  have  engaged'  you» 
to.  Miss^  Twist :" — being  too  confused  ta 
think  or  say  any  thing  to  myself,  as  cus- 
tomary, I  mechanically  answered,  "  TIL 
eome  directly,  Sir,"  possibly,  with  an  ap^ 
pe^rance  of  joy  rather  than  sorrow,,  foiv 
these  contradic1on&  were*  'among  the^ 
symptoms  of  my  complaint  j*--^!  was  jusfc, 
going  to  say  to  Emily,  "  pray  dance  with: 
me  the  two^  neM  dances^'*  but  alas!  at 
that  infrtant>  a  tall  dashing  yoiii^  mab^ 
came  upU)  lier,  and  asked  hev  to :daitce^ 
atkd  she  €issentedf  ^^IfoJidedyW/^pe-f 
eutiar  miisfactiofu.  .    ^^  ^ 

%:        ■     /-'  ^  i.  •-     .IV.  ,/...: 

^f  now  had  to  find  my  ^fethrfr  and  iVfiss^ 
Twfet,  which  I  was 'not  Idhg  iri^doing  :-^ 
flie^mueic  had'  began^  to  play,  '*n^  all 
i^as ' in* acomplete  bustle.  I fbund. Miss 
Uirlst;/gtapilbg  b^faie  Mi^  l^viist,  wh$ 
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seemed  to  be  looping  up  her  gown,  and 
making  other  preparation  for. dancing; 
T— I  went  to  her,  putting  on  my  gloves. 
V  Miss  Twist,"  says  I^.  "  I  believe  I  am 
to  have  the  honour  of  dancing  with  you:" 
— she  bob{>ed  Something  at  me,  which  I 
suppose  she  called  a  curtsey,  and  was 
«oon  ready  to  he  led  into  the  ranl^s ;— • 
but  here,  fresh  difficulties  again  ensued : 
— my  mother  had  carefully  invited  all 
that  she  had  met  at  Nicotium  Castle,  but 
being  much  better  known  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  willing  that  none  should 
be  excluded^  her  invitation^  had  extendi 
ed  upwards  and  dawtnvards  to  many 
lucore: — at  the  lower  extremity,  besides 
tlie  Mandevilies,  there  was  sfnotber 
Clergyman's  family^  three  young  ladies 
who  lived  with  an  old  aunt,  just  by,  that 
tiwer  went  out,  and  poor  Miss  Creep- 
mouse,  who  also  seldom  got  such  a  ho- 
liday:— there  were  some  young  racn» 
whose  parents  were   worthy,    but  not 
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over  genteel,  aad  a  few  officers  froai 
the  barracks,  pdfticulariy  and  reapecta- 
Wy  recommended  to  tteir  notice ; — 
(Mrs.  Twist- bad  mvfted  thfcm  all  iwdis- 
crknk)ate)y) ; — at  the  tipper  extremity 
there  were  the  additions  of  Lord  atid 
Lady  Chadevilte,  tiie  two  Misisi  Charle- 
vtH^  a  niece  of  Lord  Char!evil4e^s,  antf 
his  eldest  son,  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
Gaards ;— there  were  Sir  Henry  arid 
Lady  Lydiard,  their  three  daughters^ 
and  two  sons;-— there  were  besides,  a 
Mr.  Wentworth,  and  Lady  Maria  Went- 
^Moi^th)  the  sister  of  a  Scotch  Marquii?, 
and  their  daughter.  Miss  Wentworthv 
Lord  Charleville  had  thought  it  proper 
to  engiage  my  sister,  and  led  her  to  th^ 
fop  of  the  room  : 

•  Poor  Mies  Twist  having  began  he^ 
own  ball,  very  much  wished,  I  believe, 
to  begin  ours  too  j-^she  sidled  up  clpie 
to  my  sister,  and  seemed  evidently  to 
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wish  to  stand  at  least  next  ta  her  :~tha 
order  af  precedency,  I  beBeve,  had  ne- 
ver yet  been  duly  studied  at  NicoVnun 
Ca&tler^I  began  to  he  frightened,  her 
cause  at  one  time  the  Miss  Cbarlevilles, 
who  were  not  what  I  call  Ai^A^bred,  but 
/Aorwig-A-bred,  seemed  disposed  to  over- 
look her  attempt  to  get  above  the«,  and 
to  give  way  to  her,  which  would  have 
made  her  so  conspicuously  WTong.  that 
I  should  have  been  quite  distressed  ;  oiy; 
sister  managed  to  prevent  it  by  gently: 
retaining  the  Miss  Cbarlevilles  next;  tO'. 
her,  we  were  obliged  to  cast  dewrt  twor 
couple ; — that  brought  us  to  the  Miasj 
Lydiards ;— they  were  by  no  ineans  60i 
weli  inclined  to  part  with  their  plaees;— 
they  well  knew  that  they  must  come, 
next  to  the  HonduraWes ;— as  they  hung 
together,  we  were  here  obliged  to  cast' 
down    fhree    couple   more;—- and  then. 
caine  another  hitch,  for  there  stood. Mis* 
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Wentworth)  but  tlie  youngest  Miss  Ly- 
diard,  grasped  so  fast  hold  of  her  hand, 
jiist  at  the  moment  Miss  Twist  made  her 
last  effioirt  to  inscfrtv  herself  .aiiiong  th^ 
grandees,  that  we  were  compelled  to  cast 
off  one  more  couple,  and  did  not  there* 
fwe  fairly  get  a  place  'till  wd  i^ere  the 
eighth  couple  from  the  top. 

As  I  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  keep- 
pace  with  heron  the  gentlemian's  side  of 
the  party,  I  at  length  got  my  proper 
station  opposite  to  her: — Thinks- J-to» 
myself i  —  mortified!  —  as  it  manifestly 
.  proceeded  from  ignorance,  I  felt  sorry  for 
:  ''her,  though  it  was  well  for  h^r  to  gairt 
such  expedience  any  how :  Mrs.  Twist 
feeling  if  possible  more  for  her  than  she 
felt  for  herself,  came  up  to  her,  and  I 
overheard  her  whisper, — "  they  are  the^ 
Honourable  Miss  Charlevilles,  and  Sir 
iJenry's  daughters,  you  know,"  and  ^o* 
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on,— which  I  apprehend,  gave  her  some 
comfort  and  consolation ;  iiow  much  I 
cannot  pretend  to  say. 

The  ball  had  now  actually  began.  I 
ventured  to  cast  my  eyes  frequently 
down  towards  wher^  the  Miss  Mande- 
villes  stood,  and  every  time  it  struck  me; 
that  Emily  seemed  particularly  happy  , 
with  her  partner ;— how  much  I  wished 
her  to  be  walking  in  the  garden  at  thd 
Vicarage!  Thinks-Lto-myself,  V\\  ne- 
ver go  there  again :— as  we  drew  near 
to  the  top,  it  struck  me  that  whenever 
we  set  oft*  we  should  make  a  rattling 
like  that  qf  a  team  of  horses  with  ?  their 
loose  harness  returning  from  plough ;  for 
Miss  Twist  had  on  her  neck  such  a  pro« 
fusion  of  pendent  ornaments,  that  it  look*- 
ed  as  if  in  dressing  she  had  taken  no 
other  care  but  to  avoid  leaving  one 
trinket  behind ;— she  had  on  first,  anr 
exceeding/  handsome    pearl   nccfelace ; 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


H8 

then,  suspended  to  one  gold  chain^  a 
locket  richly  set  in  diamonds^  in  which 
appeared  to  be  twisted  and  entwined, 
the  respective  ringlets  of  her  honoured 
parents  ;  then  suspended  to  another  gold 
chain,  an  agate  essence  bottle  set  in  gold, 
filled  with  otto  o^  roses ; — and  besides 
that,  though  she  was  about  as  near-sight- 
ed as  a  lynx,  suspended  on  a  third  gold 
chain,   an  eye-glass,  surrounded   with 
large  pearls ; — how  ail  these  things  were 
to  be  safely  conveyed  to  the  end  of  thirty 
or  forty  couple,  appeared  to  me  to  be  a 
mystery,  and  as  it  happened  I  was  right, 
for  we  bad  scarcely  got  down  three  cou* 
ple^  before  the  gold  mounted  essence 
bottle  fell  foul  of  the  pearl  eye-glass,  and 
broke  it  all  to  pieces ; — the  glass  itself 
was  of  counse  no  loss,  and  as  it  drew  the 
attention   of  all   the  company  to  the 
splendour  of  the  settbg,  it  bad  a  most; 
^tesirabl^  effect :  Thinks-Lto-mystlf\  that 
will  be«x^nded  before  the  next  b^ll,  and 
6 
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perhaps  liie  essence  bottle  w3l  be  left  ta 
dangle  just  as  near  ta  it  as  ever. 

As  soon  as  this  little  interruption  was 
settled,  which  brought  up  Mrs.  Twisty 
and  36^nied  to  interest  her  exceedingly^ 
we  went  on,  turning  mid  twisting^  gene<* 
rally  so  separated  from  each  other,  that 
I  had  little  occasion  to  talk  to  her,  (and 
I  was  heartily  glad  of  it) : — when  we 
got  to  Miss  Mandeville  and  her  dashing 
partner,  I  had  to  set  corners  with  her, 
and  turn  her :  I  had  determined  to  give 
her  a  little  gentle  rebuke  for  her  indiffer- 
ence, but  when  I  touched  her  hand,  my , 
tongue  cleaved  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth, 
and  I  could  not  utter  a  word ; — I  had 
the  resolution,  however,  to  swing  her  off 
with  a  remarkable  air  of  unconcern,  and 
I  flattered  myself  that  she  seemed  hurt ; 
Thinks-I^tihmyselff  —  affronted  I  w  hen 
we  had  really  got  to  the  bottom^  Miss 
Twist  ikjMied  herself^  and  breathed  Jiard: 
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I  said,  **  it  is  very  hot,  bat  it  was  €i 
pretty  dance ;" — "  too  crowded  ;'* — and 
a  number  of  other  common-place  ball 
remarks,  which  did  very  well,  and  were 
quite  enough,  I  have  a  notion,  to  satisfy 
her  that  I  was  in  love  with  her :— we 
danced  down  the  second  dUnce  together, 
and  then  she  bobbed  a  curtsey,  and  I 
bobbed  a  bow,  like  Mother  Hubbard 
and  her  Dog,  and  it  was  all  very  well 
settled,  :  ' 

As  I  went  up  to  my  sister  directly  af- 
terwards, I  was  amused  with  the  dif- 
ferent  manner  in  which  I  found  all  th« 
party  came  to  ask  her  the  mmt  question  : 
r-of  course,  as  in  all  other  balla^  there 
was  a  certain  sprinkling  of  fine  ladies,  and 
quizzy  gentlemen,  as  well  as  of  quizzy 
ladie$  and -fine  gentlomen,  so  that  the 
several  p^vtuerships  wQre>  as  it  might  be^ 
ill  or  well  arranged; — those  that  hap- 
pened to  be  well  mat^d,  and  to  have 
found  partners  to  their  satisfactioi^,  came 
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slowly  up  to  my  sister,  and  ratlier  plairi* 
lively,  and  timidly  addressed  her,  "  Do 
we  change  partners.  Miss  Dermont  ?"-* 
but  those  who  were  ill-matched,  and 
wanted  to  shake  off  a  quizzy  pa^lner^ 
came  boldly  up,  **^We  change  partners^ 
don't  we,  Miss  Dei^mont?" — I  made 
nmny  observations  of  this  nature,  though 
nobody  guessed  what  I  was  about : — I 
saw  abundance  of  untoward  circum* 
stances,  though  well  disguised,  that  con- 
vinced me,  it  might  be  very  neighr 
hourly^  but  was  in  reality  the  cruellest 
thing  in  the  world,  to  make  such  a 
party. 

During  the  two  first  dances,  I  was 
sorry  to  see  poor  Mrs.  Fidget,  who  had 
two  daughters  in  the  room,  quite  unable 
to  get  a  partner  for  either  > — ^they  were, 
iw  trath,  very  cross-looking  girls,  and  by 
no  noeans  popular  in  the  neighboiirliood  ; 
she  came  repeatedly  behind  me,  during 

\^OL,  I.  G 
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(he  dance,  with  Miss  Matilda  hanging 
upon  her  arm,  complimented  me  about 
my  dooctng,  and  my  good  looks; — aa  I 
never  had  any  malice  ia  .my  dispositioci» 
I  reltily  should  have  been  glad  to  have 
eslsed  her  daughter  to  dance,  but  while 
I  liad  resolved  in  my  own  .mind  to  die^ 
ratbei-  than  ask  Emily  MandeylUe,  yet  I 
could  not  help  wishing, to  beep  myself 
disengaged,  for  fear  I  sho^iM  die<if  I  by 
any  meart^  put  it  met  of  wy  .pomer  tm 
dance  with  her. 

All  the  MandeviUes  wece  so  pretty 
that  they  never  wanted  partners  jr--- 
beauty  brings  down  pride  as  well  as 
tnoneyy  or  any  thing; — had  there  been 
fifty  lords  in  the  room,  I'll  be  bound 
Emily  Mandeville  might  h^rve  dane^ 
with  them  all : — I  studiously  avoided 
taking  any  notice  of  her,  (though  it  occA-* 
feioned  hovviblt  itmpngs)  ai)d  for.tiikf 
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fewo  second  iTai^eed  I  engaged  wyself 
Xby  nay  mother's  dotire)  to  Miss  Charter 
luUe. 

I  iwae^wpmed  to  wo  ivith  how  much 
greater  eaa^  ^ad  civility  ^h^  conducted 
herself  aU  down  the  dance  than  had  beea 
Use  case  with  Riise  Twist;— and  having 
ao  idauQgling  larnamentd  at  all^  we  got 
aafely  and  witJbaut  interruption  to  the 
botiom :  r—  'Uiif^s^I-to-myselfj  either 
Emily  Mandeville  or  Miss  Charleville, 
and  I  gave  myself  great  credit  for  having 
the  re&okctim  ta  compare  anjf-body  witl^ 
the  former. 

It  would  be  absurd  to  go  more  than 
'  necessary  into  the  detail  of  the  ball,  but 
before  it  was  over,  one  or  two  things  q^- 
cnri^  which  I  cannot  leave  unnoticed : 
—when  Aliss  Twist  had  regularly  sur-* 
fidouoted  all    the   pevea   cou|>ie    that 
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origihalty  stood  above  her,  and  se^ll 
them  «afely  removed  to  the  bottom  of 
the  set,  and  had  herself  fairly  attained 
the  summit,  so  that  according  to  the  eti- 

,  quette  of  things,  it  was  her  turn  to  call 
the  two  next  dances ; — lo  !  and  behold^ 
she  had  no  partner ;  I  bad  been  wander* 
ing  about  the  room,  watching  Eniily  and 
her  partner^  and  had  not  attempted  to 
f  ngage  myself,  when  my  mother  came  up 
lo  me,  and  desired  that  I  would  by  «U 
means,  if  not  engaged,  go  and  ask  Miss 
Twist ; — at  the  moment,  I  am  confident, 
she  had  no  thoughts  of  an^  thing  but 

*•  that  of  shewing  a  civility  to  her  com- 
pany : — had  any  other  been  in  that  situa- 
tion, she  would  have  done  the  same, 
but  now  the  business  was  out ; — I  had 
occasion  to  know  afterwards,  that  divers 
slirewd  persons  among  the  kindest  of 
her^ieighbours,  had  noticed  the  citf^e 
siege  she  seemed  to  be  laying  to  the 
Twist  domains ;— Mr.  Robert  Dermont, 
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it  seeniSj  had  danced  twice  with  Miss? 
Twist,  but  dot  once  with  either  of  tlie 
Miss  Fidgets ! — ^twice  with  Miss  Twist, 
but  not  '^nce  with  any  of  the  four  Miss 
Gogmagogs  J~they  might  have  added , 
twice  with  Miss  Twist,  and  not  once 
with  either  of  the  three  Miss  Mande* 
viiles  ;  but  had  I  danced  but  once  with 
any  of  the  latter,  a  different  sort  of  won- 
derment would  no  doubt  hav6  been  ex- 
cited)  and  perhaps  still  more  degrading 
insinuations  thrown  t)ut}  as  it  was/ my 
OM>ther*s  artfui  designs  upon  Nicotium 
Castlcy  were  j^ged  to  be  m  evident  and 
as  capable  of  demonstration,  as  if  the 
settlemeQts  had  been  signed  and  sealed  : 
all  this  I  found  out  afterwards  : — what 
added  considerably  to  these  foul  appear* 
aoees  was,  that  as  ill  Iqck  would  have. 
itt  the  two  dances  called  by  Miss 
Twist  were  the  two  last  before  supper, 
m  Htmt  I  vms  doon^  to  have  th^adiU^: 


w 
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^'  l&omX  felieity  <rf  handing  ber  to  the  sup*' 
per- room,  and  sitting  next  tx>  her  al  thrat 
m^fal  solemnity ;— when  every  thing 
that  is  done,^aid,  of  seen,  is  syre  tt;  be 
taken  strict  account  of,  and  made  the 
subject  of  convecftatioa  for  the  next  bsilf 
year*. 

When  supper  ytz^^  over,  we  returned 
to  the  Ball-room,.  wJheise  we  contimied 
dancii^  '*  't^l  HicfilHis  'gan  to  rise^:" — 
}*  HtrU  sedulously  avoided  alt  tiie  iViaiide* 
villes  :^-I  felt  sure  tbat  Emily  woaid' 
dream  of  notbkig  but  her  Mart  partneis^ 
and  that  she  did  not  deserve  amH^her 
jjmnp  of  my  poor  heart ;— before  it  was 
all  finisfaed^i  ho^vever^  she  appeafeditx)  be 
^ndisposed^  and*  t^refbw  q^Hte  retired: 
from  tile  sec ; — 1  liad  mamykldii^s^d**-^ 
misgivings  wbetfeer  I  should  t%n^tcnd' 
to  20  and'  ask- he?  how  she-dki  :--^y/rf«Afc-i' 
I' to  myself^    she  lia»  becsxeniittQa^i^ 
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first  s%ht  by  some  of  h«r  deshuig  \mtm 
ners,  and  why  should  not  i  leaveil^i?  Jliit 
suffer  ?  ...  1  ..« 

If. 
While  I  was  thinking  oil  &i»>  Mr«r 
Mandevilie  came  and  sbobk  qm  hdatily 
by  the  hand,  ^'  Good  oigiit/'  says  hi^ 
"  Emily  is  not  vdry  ti^II,  aodfLad}  Oaarf 
loville  has  been  so  obli^g  ss  to  insist 
wpon  lier  carnage  taldng  uii  hoifte  :'*-*^ 
had  I  been-shotttiiro«(gbttie  liMit  I  (Souy 
hot  have  felt  morel-^^nfae  Bail  unt 
nearly  ov^r,  arid  all  my  happiMfis.  ha^ 
been  friistrated  ^  I  wdM  withhim  to;tiid 
p^MTty;  where  I  fouttd  ttem  aU  eloakiagf 
\xp,  bemg  in  baste /iioC  to  keep  Lady. 
Cbarievitle  3  carriage  vuitiivg. 

^  I. offered  Emily  my  arm,  Avhicli  she 
accepted:  "  I  am  sorry,"  says  I^  "  yuq 
are  not  well;  L  was  in, hopes  it  bad 
been  particularly  pleasaatta  yoiJi,;'yo» 
bad  sucb  a  heap.  t)f  siiiart  pariaenj.;" 
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— "  They  were  all  strangers  to  me,^* 
she  said  m  some  haste ;  ^^  why  you  ^id 
not  like  them  the  worse  for  that,  sure- 
ly r  said  I;  "Indeed,"  says  she,  "I 
should  have  liked  old  frien(is  and  ac^ 
quaintanees  better,  and  jfou  dorit  knom 
mej  if  you  think  otherwise :''— she  had 
BO  sooner  said  it,  thaii  I  fell  into  one  of 
the  inost  dreadful  fits  of  bumping  I  ever 
felt  :-^I  had  only  tinie  to  press  her  hanc^ 
(ind  help  her  into  the  carriage,  and  wbea 
I.  returned  into  the  ball-room,  every 
thing  looked  stranger  than  I  can  de* 
scribe ;  I  felt  that  all  I  cared  for,  wa^ 
on  the  way  to  the  Vicarage,  and  that  I 
bad  fairly  been  making  a  fool  of  myself 
during  tne  whole  ^veoing: — to  mend 
matters,  Mrs.  Twist  came  up  to  me,  and 
asked  me  how  tHe  Mandevilles  were  to 
get  home,  plainly  insinuating  that  they 
had  no  caiTiage,  but  never  offering  her 
own':-f "  Ma'am,"  says  I,  "  my  father's 
carrip.ge  brouj^it  them  h^e^  and  would 

*■ .  '  * 
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kave  conveyed  them  home>  had  not  Lord 
and  Lady  Cbaileville  been  so  good  as  to 
insist  upon  their  taking  tkeir  coach  :'* — 
then  Mrs.  Twisti  for  the  first  time,  began 
to  say,  tHey  should  have  been  welcome 
to  her's ;  but  I  knew  betten 

The  Ball  at  length  ended ;  every  body 
went  home  to  bed^  and  to  sleep,  except 
INTobably  myself,  who  had  the  hearts 
bunding  all  night,  besided  pulses  in  my 
ears^  and  a  hundred  otheT"  love-sick 
affections* 

It  was  some  time  afterwards  that  it 
came  into  my  head  to  take  some  account 
<^  this  Ball,  which  my  good  father  and 
mother  had  given  solely  vaih.  the  view 
of  contributing  what  they  thought  in•^ 
(umbent  on  them  to  the  amusement  aad 
hMppinessQi  their  ndgkboursj  but  which, 
io  fact,  or  at  least,  in  all  probability, 
turned  Out  quite  otherwise  :-^iD  the  lirst 
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place,  by  endeavouring  to  eitencT  (hfeir 
ihvitations  as  far  as  they  could^  for  tfe* 
sake  of  pleasing  as  many  as  pdsswble/ 
they.inritcd  some  to  whom- they* werrf 
.  scarcely  known  ;  this  of  course  afFronterf 
many  who  were  entirely  strangtt^^  bcrf 
who  conceived  that  they  might  as  well 
\  have  been  asked  as  the-others:— by  en* 
^  ^leavonri'ng  to  mortify  no  persons  ^hd 
liad  any  pretensions  to  be-invited,.  thoo^ 
not  in  a  rank  of  life  to  associate  generally 
with  the  neighbourhood,  they  \tX  loose' 
upon  them  abundance  of  persons  stHF 
lower,  who  judged  themselves  to  be  not 
only  equals  h\st' superior  tb  fii6se  Who 
tvere  invited* 

I  cannot  describe  i:o  yotr  how  fotr  we 
might  have  gone,  had  we  endeavouretl 
to  satisfy  all  thes<r  prejudices  and  prtten- 
sions ;— *I  am  confident  that  irf^he  coarse- 
of  things,  the  blacksmith's  \Vife  would 
have  felt  insulted  to  have  been  left  otit; 
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rt^ia-  as^to  the*  resil  pleasure  and  hUf^U 

nes&  afforded  to   those   who  <?ame ;— *J 

above  half  wndoubtedly  went  away  dissa-* 

ii^ftd;  some  envying  us  things  that  they 

CoaM  not  eotnmand  at  home ;  some  at- 

ft-ibuting-  all  that  they  ^w  to  thfe  mere^ 

love  of  show  and  parade ; — there  were 

some  sorry    their    daughters    had    not 

fbund  partners  for  every  dance; — some^ 

sorry  they  had  "been  introduced  to  sucH 

low   partners,    quite    beneath    them; — 

while,  -probably,    those   vci^  partner's 

thouglit  they  had  condescended  greatly 

to  dance  with  them  at  all  ;-^Mrs.  Twist 

was  evidently  jealous  of  my  motherV 

being  able  to  get  certain  grand  and  titled 

visitors  that  were  not  to  be  seen  ^t  Ni- 

cotium  Castle,  while  those  titled  visitor^ 

had  a  hard  matter  to  assume  even  their 

proper " places   without  offence;    some 

thought    themselves    neglected,     some  v 

caught  cold,  some  sat   too  low  at  the : 

supper-table,  some  cguld  have  s^mg  after ,. 
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stipper  if  they  hfA  hom  asked,  B0m» 
were  affroated  because  they  w&re  asked^ 
in  shorty  t^ke  it  altogether,  though  no- 
body would  have  been  ahaeot,  nmet 
iirere  entirely  satisfied  with  bemg  pro-\ 
sent,  and  my  poor  father  and  mother 
were  answerable  for  every  tlung^— « 
TAmft*-/-/o-«ysre//J-- mighty  sociable!---* 
delightful  nei^bourhood ! — ^amiable  pea* 
pie. 

The  next  morning  when  I  was  m  my 
mother's  dressing-room  with  my  father 
jBtnd  herself,  my  father  said,  ^^  Have  you 
sent  to  enquire  after  Miss  Mandeville?" 
^Sa^Lto^mfulfy  "  Til  go;"— so  I 
turned  round  abruptly  to  my  mother,^ 
^nd  as  much  as  could  be,  thought  I  was 
going  to  offer  to  go,,  but  a  sudden  over- 
whelming confusion  came  across  me,  and 
the  words  that  really  came  out  of  my 
mouth  were,  "  Shall  I  go  and  send  Tho- 
mas ?"  Notcme  of  the  three  last  wards  hav- 
ing  been  in  my  mind  before;  I  had  met^Iy 
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intended  to  intimate  that  I  would  go  wski 
enquire  after  her  myself: — Tfu$iks-Lto* 
wy^clfy  such  blunders  as  these  can't  ba 
Uuve  ;  — this  must  be  peripncumomfy  ox^ 
phrenitiSf  and  I  had  better  take  soma 
more  physic  for  it. 

Thoma&  was  sent,  and  Thomas  re>* 
turned: — many  thanks ; —  Miss  Mande^. 
^iUe^was  something  better : — something 
better^  Tbinks-Lto  myself^  —  Why  can- 
not I  go  and  nurse  her,  and  sit  up  with 
her  n^bt  and  day ! — My  father  proposed 
ft  ride^  and  when  we  had  mounted  ous: 
horses,  he  further  proposed  riding  di* 
rettly  to  Nicotium  Castle,  to  know  hpw>. 
they  were  after  their  fatigue ; — I  mada 
no  objection: — as  wc  rode  through  the; 
woods  in  our  approach  to  the  castle,  my 
father  threw  out  a  thousand  hints  that 
I  very  well  understood,  but  beyond 
mere  huits.  he  did  not  venture  ta  ad<« 
vance.;— "  It  is  the  beauty  of  om-  conglif^^ 
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lotroh/'  says  'he,  "  R>b,  tbtt  tbou^ 
there  may  be  said  to  be  in  it,  a  disdincf 
rttristocracy  and  democracy,  yet  mean^ 
are  provided  for  the  continuaf  umon 
Kod  junction  of  these  two  branches;-—* 
they  are  distinct  in  themselves,  but  yeti 
by  a  thousand  circumstances,  they  get 
mingled  and  Mended  togethcTy  to  the 
evident  advantage  of  both;— as  a  com- 
mercial country,  every  branch  of  trader 
is  so  favoured,  that  the  lowest  pers<»l^ 
among  us  may  by  industry  become  a& 
rich  as  the  highest,  and,  by  sa  doing, 
can  raise  his  family  to  such  a  pitdi  of 
splendour  and  elegance,  that  they  gra-^ 
dually  and  naturally  sli3e  into  tht  stream 
^nohiRtyi  While  the  nobility,  who  have' 
Ao  such  rapid  means  of  repairing  the 
wear  and  tear  of  their  estates,  and  who 
are  never  excused  from  keeping  up  a 
certain  degree  of  state  and  parade,  are? 
willing  enough  to  assist  in  the  eicva-' 
^n  of  their  rich  infcrlcrs;  and  thus,; 
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«»  I  sftid  btfbr^  provisiori  seemd  to  he 
Biad^  by  the  very  eircuDQ6tanoe»  of 
our  exceUetit  constitution^  lot  the  odca/f 
sional  atnelior^iQti  of  .both.  hT^ntha} 
and  the  junction  of  the  two  ex-* 
fternes*'* 

A£ttt  fdm  curious  cliat)46e  oi^  GW 
Hdtnire^le  con^titufibn;  we  rdde  forfsoniei 
fmie  without  exchanging  a  wolrdj  — t 
knew  what  my  father  mtAttti-^Tkinks^ 
I- to  myself  J  ^'War  begets  poverty,  po* 
verty  peace:  peace  makes  riches  flow,  fate 
ifie'er  does  Cease,  waf  begetff  povei'ty, 
poverty  peace :" — tobacco  i^  a  bewitch- ^ 
ing  drug :  the  trade  .in  tobacco  therefor^J 
brings  great  riches;  riches  imturally  tea4 
fo  great  pretensions :  therefore  a  ifobac*^ 
conist's  grand^daughter  is  fit  for  rf 
Peeress,— OK,  a  Peef  may  be  p^df; 
poverty  may  disable  him  from  suppoM^ 
ing  his  proper  state  and  splendour  ;~<^ 
without  state   and  splendour,  heVn# 
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better  than  a  tobacconist;— let  ttie  pDor 
Peer  then  but  marry  the  prdud  tobacco^ 
mst,  and  all  is  properly  setded.  — "  War 
hegiSitB  poverty,  poverty  peace/* 

As  we  approached  the  Castky  many 
remarks  were  made  on  the  beauty  of  the 
situation,  &c«  ^c,  and  somia  projects 
hinted  as  to  the  improvements  that 
fkigkt  be  tnade,  if  both  estates  were  ever 
to  come  by  amf  accident  into  the  hands 
of  (me  and  the  same  individual  I 

When  me  were  shown  up  into  the 
drawing-roooi,  we  found  that  none  of 
the  l>ali  party  bad  yet  made  tiieir  ap^ 
pearance;-*  there  was  nobody  to  receive 
us  but  Miss  Watson,  the  Governess  ;— 
ihe  was  a  very  sensible  worthy  woman^ 
the  daughter  of  a  deceased  Clergyman ;. 
^e  sat  with  her  some  time,  before  Mrs. 
imd  Miss  Twist  came  to  us ;  upon  their 
«|ktran^  Misi  Watson  arose^  and  Mrs^ 
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Twist  took  her  chair,  Miss  Twist  9X 
the  same  time  seating  herself  without 
farther  ceremony  ;  my  father  got  up  to 
set  another  chair  for'  Miss  Watson,  but 
Mrs. Twist  very  considerately  interfered^ 
and  by  a  certain  look  and  motion  with 
ber  head,  directed  the  poor  humbla 
Governess  to  retire. 

We  did  not  stay  long,  as  they  had 
their  breakfast  to  take :  Mrs.  Twist  said, 
Bbe  meant  to  drive  to  the  Hall  to  en« 
quire  after  my  mother,  which  we  did  not 
preyent;  but  after  having  received  a 
thousand  compliments  about  the  ex« 
treme  delight  they  had  received  at  the 
Iwtll,  both  from  mother  and  daughter^ 
took  our  leave* 

As  we  rode  away  from  the  Castle,  my. 
fattier  said  all  of  a  sudden,  '*  Poor  Mis:s 
Wat9on  !"  Thinh'Uo-tnysdf,  "  WUy 
poor  Miss  W«itson?''  we  rodeoa; — ^«q| 
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^  word  till  we  got  near  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  further:  when  my  father  could  con-* 
(ain  no  longer. — "  Did  you  see.  Bob,** 
aays  he,  ^'  how  MVs.  Twist  sent  Mis3 
Watson  out  of  the  rooiA  r — Surely  it  is 
wrong  to  degrade  a  Governess  in  thaU 
manner,  in  the  eyes  of  her  pupil !  the 
tutor  of  any  young  nmn  of  fortmie  of 
family  may  become  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, and,  why  are  th^  teachers  of 
the  other  sex  to  be  kept  down  beloW 
par,  as  they  generally  are?  What  can  b<i 
meant  by  it  ?  Is  not  the  mere  having  t 
Governess  for  their  daughters^  a  tac^ 
Confession,  that  the  mothers  themselves 
are  not  able  to  teach  tliem ;  and  if  so,  % 
it  not  an  even'  chance  at  least,  that  th^s 
Governess  is  far  the  most  wise  and  de^ 
serving  of  the  party?  as  for  the  want  of 
Jgi^e,  which  is  the  ex.cusc  too  generally 
made,  time  itself  was  intended  only  iot 
^ch  ends,  and  tlierefore  so  far  from 
>this  bfeing%iair  excus^i  it  is  the  very 
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lixciri^e  a   mother  ought  not  dare  tor: 

^  Bu*/^'  continues'  he,  "  if  hirdmgf 
df  that  description  must  be  employed,  it 
should  at  lea^t  not  be  forgotten,  MrhaC 
sort  of  hirelings  they  are  j— tb«y  ane,  w 
fact,  hired  Mothers  ; — Motliers'  suixsth 
tutesy  deputies^  representativeSy  and  I 
fear  too  often  bettei^  mothers  (ban  iiie 
priiic!pal» :  I  do^'t  like  such  an  appen- 
dage toafamiiy  in  general^  for  whe» 
tibey  ate  bad,  they  aro' the  very  wprut  •# 
tffiks*  but  W  Z0e  must  Aaoe  thim^  letufli 
do  them^  every  justice  tliey  may  deserve^ 
Such  are  the  changes  and  chances-  and; 
revolutions  of  life,  that  it  is  often  pro- 
toabfe  tftttt  a  Governess  may  become 
dependent  on  a  person  naturally  and 
originaMy  far  below  h^r  in  the  orde»  of 
society,  not  to  raeation  again  the  proba- 
bility of  far  greater  miental  andrintelke*' 
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tual  endowments ;  how  grating  must  jft 
be  to  such  a  person  to  be  not  only  treated 
as  dependent  by  such  mothers^  but  as 
inferior  to  them : — I  confess^  I  wish  the 
worthy  among  these  stibstitutes  liad  but 
their  fair  chance  of  becoming  Arch* 
bishops,  and  then  they  might  have  their 
revenge.'* 

My  poor  father,  when  any.  thing 
touched  his  feelings^  spoke  out  freely-*^ 
he  forgot  all  his  former  hints  and  inuen^*^ 
4m»  upon  such  occasions ;  I  saw  plainly; 
tbat  in  bis  heart  he  could  not  bear  thd; 
T\BMt^,  in  regard  to  some  traits  of  thejir 
charactert 

When  we  got  home,  we  fbond  that 
.many  persons  had  been  there  to  enquire, 
after  my  mother; — eveiy  aney  without 
exception,  telling  her,  it  was  the  /?/ea« 
fantest  evening  they  ever  spent 
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I  am  now  coming  to  a  remarkable 
]>eriod  in  my  life,  though  1  shall  skip 
over  most  H^  the  paiiiculars.  My  fa* 
ther  had  loBg  thought  of  sending  me  to' 
a  Scotch  University :-— he  much  ap- 
proved of  £dinburgh  particularly,  and 
he  thought  as  I  was  one  day  or  other  to 
be  a  Scotch  Peer,  it  might  be  conducive 
to  my  interest  to  sepd  me  thither:*^ 
of  course,  this  greatly  interrupted  «11 
the  proceedings  at  Nicotium  Castle 
and  the  Vicarage,  and  a  long  suspence 
ensued  both  of  my  hatred  and  my 
kve»    - 

The  day  being  fixed,  I  took  leave  of 
several  of  my  neighbours,  as  I  thought 
it  became  me,  the  Vicarage  being  the 
first  and  the  last  place  I  went  to  for  this 
purpose;  for  indeed  I  could  nqfr  help 
twice  taking  leave  of  that  amiable  and 
worthy  family,  and  I  saw  so  much  rea- 
son to  be  satisfied  that  my  approaching 
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^em  all,  that  I  can  scarcely  i^y,  wtoi 
-I  quitted  them,  wbetb'eriA|^heQrt  was 
<»iQit  heavy^  pr  most  ligh^  it  ^sgemed 
-weighed  fdown  w^b  gfiwf  k^fan^^  "w&s 
igoing  frotn  theflf >  jfet  elevated  to  it  pitch 
<af  extrettie  joy  by  the  diaaner  in  w'shidk 
d»3y  depantuns  ise^oed  t^he  feiU :  7%i^2^ 
-JUihtnyielf^  m  I  <}uktdd  ^  dpw  for  the 
U&i  time,--^  ,  1 

U  The  benediction  of  tfies^  covViig  bpav'os 
'^  Fall  on  their  heads  like  dew^ibr  thej  arc 

*'  worthy 
*'  To  iu-lay  Heaven  with  Stars  T  • 

,  Every  thing  having  been  duly  pre- 
pared for  my  journey,  the  day  at  last 
came  for  my  leaving  Grumblethorpe  for 
a  longer  period  than  l^d  ever  been  th^ 
case  before.  My  mother  and  my  jsister 
were  very  much  depressed  upon  tiie 
it)ccasipn,  though  tliey  did  aU  thegr  could 
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to  oanceal  it,  and  as  evei^^ing  that  they 
felt,  my  father  felt  also,  it  was  a  dii^al 
morning  altcjgether.  There  was  raucU 
real  and  genuine  grief  indeed  felt  by  us  ^ 
all,  sff'that  there  was  no  room  for  the 
affectation  of  it. 

.  At  Stamford,  I  was  to  be  joined  by 
i»y  old  ttit^r,  j^Hio  bad  been  absent  front 
Xjiramblethorpe  lor  above  |i  year  and  a 
t»lf: — he  was  to  accpmpany  me  intp 
S<x)tlaod: — a  trusty  servant  attended 
upon  lOe  who  was  to  wait  upon  us  both 
during  our  sojournment  at  Edinburgh : 
^ — I  need  not  describp  the,  last  parting; 
those  who  have  any  feeling* will  kno\y 
the  precise  circumstances  of  it;  thds^ 
that  have  none  would  not  believe  me  if 
I  described  it  ever  so  faithfully, — Thie 
carriage  at  la^t  drove  from  the  gate,  and 
i  bestowed  a  secret  valedictbn  and 
tiiessing,  as  I  passed,  on  every  tree  and 
^ery  path;  and  every  gate  and  paling; 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC    ." 


^'^ 


^  ^    144 

the  sheep,  and  the  geese,  and  the  turkey** 
tttid,  for  the  moment,  could  fairly  have 
Envied  them  all  ihcir  dull  privilege  of 
staying  tx^here  they  were. 

I  need  not  carry  the  reader  along  with 
me  from  stage  to  stage,  during  my  long 
journey ;  suffice  it  to  say,  tiiat  at  Stam- 
ford I  met  my  worthy  tutor,  Mr.  Har- 
grave,  and  whom  it  was  a  great  satis^r 
ftictioiito  me  to  join: — he  proposed  going 
westward  into  Scotland,  and  taking  the 
Lakes  in  our  way,  which  would  also  give 
me  an  opportunity  of  seeing  Glasgow, » 
end  ott^r  parts  of  Scotland,  with  ease^ 
before  I  took  up  my  abode  at  £din« 
bwgh:— from  Stamford,  therdbre,  we 
proceeded  through  Nottinghamshire  and 
Derbyshire,  entering  Yorkshire  at  Slief** 
field ;  Mr.  Hargrave  was  e^ttremely  care^ 
fufr  to  carry  me  to  all  the  manufactories 
^that  we  passed  upon  our  road^  and  I 
Ci6ti£pss  1  was  highly  am«sed ;— be  todk 
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<mre  that  I  should  not  ol>serve  these 
thmgs  in  a  careless  cursory  manner;  he 
explained  to  me,  before  I  saw  any  of 
them,    the  immense  advantages  to  be 
gained  by  the  division  of  labour,  which 
nmde  me  take  the  greater  interest    in 
examining  the  gradual  progress  of  the- 
several  productions  of  art  which  came 
in  our  way,  from  the  first  rude  material 
"  to  the  utmost  state  of  perfection  in  which 
•  it  was  sent  out  of  the  hands  of  the  ma- 
nufacturer;    he   made   me    acquainted 
-with  the  natural  properties  and  qualities 
pf  the  rude  materials  themselves,  ^4ie- 
tber  mineral  or  vegetable  ;  he  made  me 
notice  what  manufactures  Mere  entirely 
dependent  on  the  products  of  our  own 
country,  and  what  required  the  further* 
aid  and.  assistance  of  foreign  and  im- 
ported commodities  :-— by  these  means, 
I  insensibly  gained  a  knowledge  of  more 
than  can  easily   be  supposed,  by  any 
.person  who-  has  not  had  the  ailvantage 
VOL.  I.  H 
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of  such  a  companion  in  their  travels; — » 
I  becan^  interested^  before  I  was  aware 
of  the  ends  he  had  in  view,  in  the  study 
of  Mineralogy^  Ckenmtryy  Botany  ;-^ 
in  things  relating  to  the  Trade^  Manu^ 
focturesj  and  Comtnercc  of  tlie  state  ;— 
nay,  of  the  whole  world. 

Mr,  Hargrave  had  a  happy  talent  of 
placing  every  object  that  drew  my  at- 
tention, in  various  and  distinct  points  of 
viewj^so  that  I  might  learn  from  it  all 
tlia't  could  possibly  be  said  upon  the 
subject  The  china  at  Derby,  and  the 
cutlery  goods  at  Sheffield,  led  him  equally 
to  expatiate  upon  all  the  several  branches 
of  knowledge  I  have  enumerated ;  —  he 
would  not  only  explain  what  different 
species  of  earths  had  been  used  in  tlie 
several  manufactures  of  china  ware,  but 
he  ..would  give  me  a  general  idea  of  the 
classification  of  minerals;  —  shew  me 
what  rank  th«  eftrtbs  held  among  Uiemi 
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bsm  txwiy  dtfiereait  sorts  had  been  dii^ 
a>vered;  —  what   were   their   disctinct 
i^atur^l  properties ;— what  the  general 
<^Qts  of  their  mixture  and  combina'- 
lion  J  *^  be  would    not  only  make  me 
pb$erv9 .  how  they  coloured  the  pieces, 
bul;  he  would  explaia  how  tiiose  colours 
were  prepared;— what  were  derived  from 
the  mineral,  f«id  what  from  the  vegettfbl# 
Jdngdom; — }\\mt  were  prepaj-edatiioine, 
what  £cu'eigQ  oaateafiais  entered  into  their 
.coinj>osition. 

Not  c<mt(3nt  wnthrthis,  he  would  ofteipi 
^vfi  me  the.  exact  naturar  history  of 
distinct  minerals;  explain  to  me  fror|i 
what  countries  they  came,  how  they  were 
procured,  what  connections  we  had 
with  those  countries,  how  the  trade 
between  us  was  conducted  and  <rarried 
oa ;  —he  would  sometimes  enter  into'tbe 
partk^jilars  of  the  gw^phical  and  poll* 
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J^cjjilieirduEaslances  of  these  countries  ;^ 
hoir jsitwated  ';< — tinder  what  dimate  ;-^ 
bow  governed  ;-^and  from  hence  per* 
iaps  take  occasion  to  converse   upoA 
ikhe  different  formsof  governments  that 
were  known  to  subsist  ;-^he  would  t6B 
^le,   what  other  manufactures  of   the 
^aine  kind  existed  in  other  parts,  foreigd 
^'rid  domestic ; — ^thecamparative  esfima*- 
jtion  in  which  they  were  severally  held  ; 
•—which,  were  still  it! ^^'repute  ;~which 
had  fallen  into  decay ; — he  would  re- 
mark upon  the  prices  of  labour,  as  re- 
giiiated    by    the    price   of   provisions, 
scarcity  or"  abundance  of  hands;— -ca- 
.pital  necessary  foi5   carrying '  oti  such 
works ;  -4- wholesomeness    or  uhwhole- 
:someness  of  different  manufactures;  *-^ 
nature  of  the  complaints  produced  by 
.them: — m  shoitj  it  w^s  perfectly  incre- 
*dible  to.  what  an  extent  he  Would  carry 
Uili; .  ioJbservali9ns   ia  oi^er   c^ilystaBtVy 
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to    keep    my .  :  mind    awake    to    that 
marvellous    concatenation    of    circufn* 
stances  by  which  all  the  several  branches 
of  knowledge,  might  be  feaid  to  bear 
upon  one    point; — a   Derby   tea-cup 
was  at  any  time  sufficient  to  lead  us 
far  into  Mineralogy^  Botany^  Chemis-^ 
try^  Natural  Hisiory,  Hktoryy  Tradt\ 
Commerce^  (EcononuckSy  FaUtics,  Geo^, 
graphyy  Navigationy  and  I  know  not 
what  besides;  —  and  though  this  may 
appear  to  some  rather  a  desultory  mode 
of  instruction,  I  am  confident  it  had- 
the  effect  of  more  thorouglily*  expand- 
ing   my  .mind,    and    enabling   it    to . 
comprehend    at .  one    view,    a   mulU-^ 
plicity  of  objects,  not  iconfu^dly,  but 
by    a  regular    concatena^lpO.   of  par4 
ticulars,    and    general    association    of 
-  ideas.  >  .  r       ^  T 

From   Sheffield^   we  proceeded  hy 
Barasleyi  Wakefield,  Leeds,  Ripoti^  into 
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Westmoreland.    Iik  molt  6f  these  txmni^ 
the  clothing  business  excited  dur  atten* 
Xion^  and  engaged  us  in  very  different 
Ktudiea  from  those  feqggested   to  us  by 
tlie  China  and  Hardware  manufactories, 
but  still  with  equat  advantage :  —  all 
nature  animate  and  inanimate  seemed 
to  be  brought  before  me ; — I  could  not 
put  my  foot  to  the  ground  any  longer^ 
with  the  indifference  I  used  to  do  :-— 
every  clod  of  earth,  and  every  weed  I 
trod  upon,  appeared  to  have  some  his- 
tory beldoging  to  it;  it  seemed  scarcely 
crediblci  that  I  could  heretofore  have 
,  passed  so  carelessly  over    objects  so 
:^plete  with  wonder,  so  curibus,  so  use- 
fiil,  and  of  such  infinite  and  inexhaua^ 
tiWevarie^es,  •' 

'        *' 
From    Ripon,    we   visited    Stu^ley, 
Hackfall,  and  Fountain's  Abbey.   These 
were  ot^ecls  of  si' tofelly  different  na- 
ture, a^  yet  lilt.  Ilargrate  found  Ine^h* 
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to  expatiate  upon  them  as  largely  as  h6 
had  treated  of  the  manufactories.  From 
our  visit  to  Fountain's  Abbey,  1  imbibed 
a  taste  for  the  study  of  Antiquities  ;— 
he  made  me  acquainted  with  the  different 
styles  of  Architecture  that  had  s«rverally 
prevailed  in  various  parts  of  the  world ; 
—described  to  me  particularly,  the  dif- 
ferent properties  and  supposed  bci^utieS 
of  tlie  Gothic,  and  gite  me  a  circum- 
stantial account  of  it's  histoi7  ;-^hB  cn- 
tei^  deeply  also  into  the  particulars  of 
the  Monastic  institutions,  to  which  wfe 
owe  so  'many  of  our  finest  ruins,  anil 
*from  thence  would  take  Occasion  to  com- 
pare the  manners  of  former  times  with 
our  own,  obsei'ving  as  he  went  along, 
-tipon  the  superior  advantages  we  enjoyfed 
from  the  vast  acquisition  of  knowledge 
-elnce  the  refdrmation  of  Religion,  the 
^iiscovery  of  the  art  of  Ptinttrig,  the  en- 
couragement given  to  learning,  and  the 
^reat  accutoulation  of  valttable  discos 
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ISeries  by  means  of  experimental  philcv* 
; sophy. 

Thus  did  we  pass  our  time  till  we 
arrived  at  the  Lakes,  where  my  mind  at 
£rst  seemed  to  he  fully  absorbed  in  the 
jbeauties  of  the  scenery*  Nothing  could 
exceed  my  delight  and  surprise  upon  my 
first  arrival  at  that  most  interesting  part 
of  the  kingdom.  Not.  content  with 
skirting  the  ditferent  lakes^  or  visiting 
select.  points>  I  ascended  all  the  mouu* 
tains,  visited  every  precipice,  viewed 
every  cataract  from  above  and  below^ 
explored  evA'y  valley,  landed  upoa 
every  island; — I  saw  every  lake  under 
every  circumstance  that  was  possible^ 
by  day  ana  by  night,  at  sun-set  and  at 
sun-rise,  at  dawn  and-at  twilight,  in  the 
serenity  of  calms,  and  the  turbulence  of 
storms ; — I  was  so  struck  and  fascinated 
with  the  delicious  scenery,  so  different 
from  the  southern  parts  of  England^ 
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fliat  I  c6uld  scarcely  be  brought  to  sleep 
a  whole  night. in  my  bed  ;— often  would 
I  get  up  by  moon-light,  and  repair  to  the 
edge  of  the  lake,  to  observe  the  peculiar 
tints  occasioned  by  the  radiance  of  that 
luminary,  or  if  the  wind  blew  strong, 
or  the  thunder  roared  aloud,  nothing 
could  keep  me  in  my  bed ;  for,  notwith- 
standing the  insinuations  of  Mf&,  Fidgety 
I  am  apt  to  bopoi  that  the  poor  Clod-^ 
pole  ^*  was  no  vulgar  boy."  His  picture^ 
I  think,  is  well  enough  jdrawn  in  the  hU 
lowing  lines :  — 

^  In  troth  he  was  a  strange  and  wayward  wigfatj. 
JFond  of  each  gentle^  and  each  dreadful  scene  ^ 
In  darkness,  and  in  storm^  he  found  delight^ 
Nor  lesSj  Uian  when  on  ocean-wave  serene 
The  southern  sun  diffused  his  dazzling  shene^ 
£*en  sad  vicissitude  amused  his  souf; 
^nd  if  a  sigh  would  sometimes  intervene^ 
And  down  his  cheek  a  tear  of  pity  rolf, 
A  sigbj  a  tear^  so  siVeet^  he^  wished  not  to  con:^ 

tPOl.'* 

■^1  "  .... 
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i^r  it  must  not  be  suppoaed  that  I 
tiioug^t  of  nobody  but  myself  in  these 
romantic  iRdulgencies :— contiouaUy  did 
mj  thoughts  hurry  me  back  to  the  happy, 
loansion  of  my  beloved  f»kber ; — often 
did  I  wish  my  poor  mother  and  sister 
could  knpw  how  much  aomsement  I 
had  fotHid  on  my  journey ;— oftea  did  a 
^nder  recollection  of  Emily  Mandeville 
stisal  across  me^  and  give  fi  check  to 
the  transports  of  my  soul  ;-^ofteh  have 
I  thought  as  I  gazed  upon.  the.  faibont 
that  she  miist  be,  probably,  shining  m 
like  manner,  on  those  so  dear  to  me  at 
a  distance,,  aiid  that  perhaps  eimt  the 
ayes  of  sofi&e  of  them  mlgbt  be  fixed  ott 
her  at  that  very  mdmpt  As  often  as 
these  ideds  came  acfbss  me,  my  bid 
complaint  returned ;-— toy  heart  beat. 
*  quicker,  my  breast  heaved,  till  a  sigh  or 
a  tear,  or  a  «ucqessioa  of  both^  cam^  t» 
my  relief* 
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Mr;  Hargrave  seeing  the  delight  I 
took  in  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  scenery 
of  these  partSi  indulged  nie  wiih  a  longer 
stay  there  than  he  had  at  first  intended ; 
-^he  vHtiS  himself,  indeed;,  little  less 
interested  than  I  was,  and  would  fre*- 
quently  visit  the  lake  at  untimely  hours» 
hx  one  of  our  night  excursions^  we  passed 
maoy  hours  in  a  boat  near  one  of  thp 
islands  (I  think  they  call  it  the  Hermit's 
island)  in  Keswick  Lake; — the  night 
ivas  calm  and  serene ;— *the  moon  shone 
beautifully^ — reflected  from  the  surfacQ 
of  the  lake  in  a  long  glittering  stream 
of  light,  —  gently  agitated  through  its 
entire  length  by  the  undulations  of  a 
most  refreshiog  and  delightful  breeze  :*^ 
the  fall  of  Lawdare  was  to  be  heard  at  a 
distance,  dashing  down  its  rugged  chan- 
neL  At  the  extrecnity  of  the.  boat  we 
bad  placed  a  small  cannon,  which  in  th# 
very  depth^  of  night  we  ordered  to  b^ 
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discharged^  that  we  might  enjoy  in  foil 
perfection,  tb#  reverberation  of  the  sound 
from  the  surrounding  rocks  and  moun- 
tains.  The  effect  was  exceedingly  strife* 
ing  and  grand,  varied  probably  by  the 
diflSairent  features  of  the  several  objects, 
from  which  the  sound  was  returned 
tipon  our  ears: — first,  perhaps,  in  axt 
abrupt  and  sudden  crash :— then  in  a 
long  and  distant  murmur:— then  in  a 
loud  roar,  as  it  were  nearer  to  lis  j-^aar 
it  was  successively  re-echoed  from  the 
different  mountains,  we  could  regularly 
count  seven  distinct  thunder-strokes^  aar 
produced  by  each  discharge: — the  deep 
shadow  cast  by  Skiddaw  over  a  piart  of 
the  scenery  to  the  north-east,  added 
much  to  the  beauty  of  the  landskip. 

The  time  at  length  came,  however, 
lor  our  quitting  this  delicious  spot,  much 
to  my  regret  find  concern.    The  reader 
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will  eas3y  gtiess  how  much  mental  soXti> 
loquy,  I  had  occaaon  ta  indulge^  as  I 
passed  over  these  charming  scenes* 
How  often  I  most  have  TkoughMo^ 
wyselfy  that  in  this  island,  or  this  valleys 
or  on  the  side,  or  at  the  foot  of  thi* 
or  that  mountain,  or  at  the  point  of  this* 
CMP  that  promontory,  hid  for  ever  from- 
the  world  by  the  deep  shade  of  plan- 
tains, orof  sycamore^  I  could  delight  t^ 
pass  the  rest  of  my  Kfe,  with  the  inno- 
cent unassuming  Emily  r— the  reader 
will  easily  guess  .how  many  romantic 
spots  I  fixed  upon  for  this  purpose  ;— 
bow  frequently  I  exulted  in  the  thought 
of  boldly  preferring  such  a  retirement, 
(if  any  obstacles  to  our  union  should 
occur,)  ta  all  tlie  glare  and  glitter  andf 
ftdse  pride  of  Nieotium  Castle  ^ — but  it? 
was  time  for  us  to  go,  I  believe  Mr. 
Hargrave  himself  began  to  suspect  thal^ ; 
if  I  staid  much  longer,  I  should  inevit^/ 
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^o  at  last  he*ratfaar  hurried  me  away. 

-  We  took  our  leaves  of  the  lakes  at  tills* 
"Water^  proceeding  by  Pemith  to  CarU&k^ 
and  from  thence  by  the  celebrated  Gret^ 
na  Greeny  to  Glasgow : — we  stopped  of 
course  to  vbit  the  ialU  of  the  Clyde  ia 
our  wayi  and  were  highly  delighted  witb 
Ihem; — many  people,  we  are  tdd^r 
were  curious  to  see  the  officiating  minir 
^er  of  the  Gretna  Chapel,  but  we  pass* 
^  on  without  this  gratification*--^! 
questioned  Mr.  Hargrave  about  hiov 
but  he  cut  me  short,  by  sayip^^  "  We 
are  aU  upon  a  par,  in  regard  to  that 
ceremony  ;•— r^h^bably  in  the  course  of 
tlie  year,  he  doe^just  as  much  good  as 
barm,  and  just  as  much  harm  as  good; 
which,  for  what  I  know,  is  the  case  witb 
:3us  all ; — Elicit  or  illicit,  equal  or  ua« 
^pqual,  public  or  private,  given  or  stolen, 
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couples  happy,  and  I  will  ^  lar  out  of 
my  way  to  see  hiai."  Thinks^-tO'-mjfself^ 
—my  tutor  is  probably  right 

la  &UF  way  through  Mf^at^  we  were; 
much  entertained  by  the  arrival  of  a  larger 
^09e  of  cattle,  late  m  the  evening,  at« 
tended  by  many  drovers  with  their  bag^* 
ptpe$.  This  unexpected  influx  of  na« 
tional  music,  seemed  to  raise  the  spirita 
of  the  inhabitants  ;-^many  parties  as*, 
sembled  to  dance  to  the  sound  of  tfa^e; 
strange  but  favourite  instruments^  and 
niore  than  half  of  the  night  was  expend* 
ed  before  the  sound  of  them  ceased  to 
disturb  our  rest:— thoi^h  disturbed 
however,  the  novelty  aad  nationality  of 
it,  inclined  us  freely  to  forgive  theqo. 
In  consequence  of  some  letters  Mr. 
Hargrave  received  at  Moffat,  and  owing 
to  our  long  stay  at  the  Lakes,  we  were 
obliged  to  hurry  through  Glasgow,  and. 
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make  itiej^  of  our  way  to  Edinbtir^v 
where  ^fe  ajmed  safely  after  rather  n^ 
loDg  but  ^.jdeasant  jotrraey. 

It  is  particularly  my  design  to  pass 
<nrer  almost  every  thing  that  occurred 
during  our  residence  here,  as  not  neces^ 
sary  to  the  history  I  haw  undertakenw 
We  received  great  civHities  from  many- 
eminent  persons  and  distinguished  fami' 
lies,  in  and  out  of  Edinburgh,  my  lettera^ 
of  introduction  being  many,  and  my 
coiWiections  well  known.  We  travelled 
ftirllier  into  Scotland  as  opportunity  oc^ 
curred,  and  the  vacations  admitted* 
We  visited  Aberdeen,  and  some  of  the 
northern  lakes :— the  Highlands  also^ 
some  of  the  Western  Isles,  and  particu- 
hirly  StafFa,  with  which  I  was  delighted^ 
as  so  extraordinary  and  grand  a  speci- 
men of  that  singular  natural  production^ 
iJie  Basaltic  pillar. — None  of  these 
lAmgs  do  I  attempt  to  describe  here;— 
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it  is  necessary  just  to  touch  4ji)0ii  tliem^ 
because^  Thinks-I-to-myself^  ^f^  shall 
I  otherwise  get  the  reade*  to  conseni 
to  skip  over  two  yeai'a  of  my  life  ? — 

In  the  correspondence  that  passed 
between  ray  family  and  myself,  during 
my  residence  at  Edinburgh; — I  heard 
not  much  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
Grumblethorpe*  The  first  letter  I  had 
from  my  siscer,  announced  the  death  of 
Mrs,  Creepmoase>  with  all  the  parti- 
culars of  her  last  paralytic  seizure,  where 
she  was  to  be  buried,  &c.  ThJnks-Lto* 
mystify — :vastly  interesting  indeed!  I 
looked  in  vain  for  any  thing  about  the 
MandeoilkSy  except  as  far  as  they  were 
ind'aded  in  the  following  comprehensive 
clause,  — "  All  the  Neighbours  are  very 
anxious  in  their  enquiries  after  you.''— 
I  was  wicked  enough  to  fancy  an  erra^ 
turn  ought  to  have  been  added,^  nameLj^ 
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for  "  <ufi^  .read  '*  appear  T  for  that 
Mrs.  Fidget  ^fbr  instance^  or  the  Miss 
Fidgets  had  realh  made  any  very  anxiouft 
enquiries  after  me^  (the  ideot^  the  Clod^ 
poky  the  half -starved  ckimney'Sweeper,^ 
^^as,  I  confess^  a  matter  of  much  doubt. 
— Tkinks-I'-to-myselff  my  dear  sister 
knows  little  of  the  world,  or  she  Avould 
have  written  appear  at  once.  I  learnt 
that  Miss  Twist  frequently  called  there 
in  her  rides^  and  had  paid  two  long 
\?isits,  since  I  came  away.  "  I  believe,'* 
•ays  my  sister,  in  her  letter^  ^*  You  are 
ratlia'  a  favourite,  for  «he  is  continually 
iinging,  ^  When  Delia  on  the  plain 
»ppearsy'  since  I  told  her  it  was  an  air 
of  which  you  were  particularly  fond." 
The  second  letter  1  had,  rf/rf,  however, 
tiention  the  MandevHles : — "  You  witt 
be  sorry  to  hear,"  says  my  mother, 
"**  that  your  old  acquaintance,  Emily 
^andevBle,    has    been  long  81;— her 
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complaint  is  thought  to  he*^7X0us; 
pqor  Mrs.  Mandeville  is  in  mach  care 
about  her: — the  rest  are  all  pretty  well," 

Now  hi  what  manner  I  shall  be  ex- 
pected by  the  reader  to  have  borne  this 
shock,  I  am  not  able  to  say;  for  I  shall 
(no  doubt)  have  a  vast  number  of  xiif- 
fferent  sorts  of  readers :— some  very  5e/i-' 
Mle  souky  perhaps,  will  think  1  swoon- 
ed away  immediately ;— some,  that  I 
fell  back  lifeless,  with  my  eyes  fixed,' 
and  my  mouth  wide  open ; — some,  that 
I  fell  a  sighing  ;  and  some,  that  I  fell  a 
crying ; — somei,  that  I  turned  sick  ;— 
some,  that  I  opened  the  window,  and 
wad  going  to  precipitate  myself  from  it 
immediately, .  but  was  prevented  ; — 
[N.  B.  One  of  the  back  windows  in  the 
old  tmvn  of  Edmburgh,  fifteen  stories 
high,] — some,  perhaps,  will  fancy  I  or- 
dered a  chaise  directly,  of  a  horse,  or 
took  a  place  irt  the  mail  coach ;  .tbcy 
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vould  be  all  mistaken ;  for  I  onlj  know, 
that  Iptd^ih^  letter  in  my  pockety  and, 
IIS '  breakfast  wat  waiting  for  me,  I  went 
directly  to  >JMn  *  Hargrave ;— he  said, 
*^  You  have  a  letter  from  Grumble- 
tborpe,  how  do  they  all  do  ?" — "  Quite 
M^U,"  says  \  "  and  desire  to  be  re- 
lyiembered  to  you."— As  Mr.  H.  had^thJ^ 
newspaper  tp  read,  I  had  no  occasion 
to  talk,  but  I  saw  him  every  now  and 
then  look  very  bard  at  me,  and  I  con* 
eluded  I  had,  in  a  fit  of  absence,  done 

.  something  strange;  I  determined  there** 
fore  to  be  more  attentive,  but  no  atten* 
tion  wpuld  do^  for  all  of  a  sudden, 
poor  Mr.  Hargi'ave  jumped  up,   twa 

'  yards  I  believe  from  the  ground. — ^^ 
^*  Zounds!'*  says  he,  "  Mr.  Dermont, 
What  u  all  thh  ?"  Poor  man,  he  had 
great  reason  to  complain,  for  in  fillings 
the  tea-pot  I  had  totally  forgotten  ta 
turn  back  the  cock  of  the  urn,  and  there 
iteing  an  uiifortupate  breach  on  the  side 
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Rowings  of  the   hot  water^^^^hd  vent 


there,  descending  regularly,  but  very 
Tapidfy,  ift  a  grand  parabola,  directly 
lipon  his  breeches  below ;  luckily  the 
scaldbg  quality  of  the  water  was  some- 
what abated,  as  the  breakfast  was  nearly 
over>  but  it  was  quite  hot  enough  fully, 
to  justify  the  extrabrdinaiy  altitude  of 
the  Jump  he  took  from  his  seat,  as  well 
as  the  honible  word  that  issued  from 
his  reverend  mouth :  had  it  been  a  little 
hotter,  or  had  it  happened  a  little 
sooner,  it  would  have  killed  him,~-As 
it  was,  the  sop  he  w  as  in,  and  the  fright 
be  had  suffered,  justly  deserved  to  be 
classed  among  the  miseries  of  the  tea- 
table. 

Now  if  any  body  should  be  at  all  db- 
posed  to  fancy  tlmt  this  accident  was 
connected  with  the  passage  in  my  mo- 
tKcr's  letter,  they  ard  \velcom'e  to  think 
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so  :-^I  fottod  afterwards  from  Mr»  Her- 
grave,  t|^^  bad  judged  one  to  be  going 
mad  before^  for  that  I  had  twice,  as  neaf 
as  could  be,  when  my  cu|)  srasjsmptj^ 
made  his  cu^  my  slop-{)^Qn,  apd  suo* 
cessively  bit  one  g^eat  QKliutbful  out  of 
^ix  pieces  of  toast,  .witbbiit  once  eating 
the  riemainder,  whSbb,,  of  pour^e^  lay 
jittered  about,  the  ^tabie.      . 

Before  I  had  quite  recollected  myself 
I  retired  again,  to  ipy  chamber,  telling 
Mr.  Hargrave,  I  must  auswev  my  letter 
by.rijtum  of  the  Postf — be  said  if  that 
tvas  the  case,  he  should  ,walk  to  Leitb| 
so  that  I  got  aU  the  morniqgtp  myself; 
. — I  took  my  pen  and  immediately 
began,--:'*  Mj/  dear  Mother  f'n&ev 
looking  at  these  three  parts  of  speech, 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  I  took  anotiier 
sheet,  and  began,--*-"  AJ(tf  dear  Sister,'' 
and  then  I  looked  at  these  thrc^  words 
as  I  iiad  done  at  the  otl^e)*,  for  a  s^oiMi 
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Cfoarter  of  an  hour : — at  last  I  took  h 

third  sheet,   and  began, — "   3fy  dear 

Father:"— ThlnkS'I'ta-viyself,  if  I  tell 

him  all  about  it,  perhaps  I  shall  get  leave 

to  write  to  Emily  herself: — but  I  kept 

looking  at  these  three  words  longer  than 

ever,  without  being  able  to  stir  a  step 

further: — then   I  thought  what    if   .1 

boldly  write  to  the  dear  girl  herself  at 

once,    in  verse!    tender  verse? — Who 

knows  but  it  may  recover  her,  if  she 

pines  for  my  absence^  which  I  could  not 

help  fancying,  or  forbear  hoping,  was 

the  exact  cause  of  her  malady : — I.  took 

therefore  a  longer  sheet  of  paper,  what 

they  call  foolscap: — Thinks-I-to-^myself 

afterwards^  u  mighty  proper  name  !— 

I  had  always  a  knack  at  writing  verses 

from  a  child,  but  now  my  Muse  seemed 

to   be    most    desperately  unkind ; — I 

walked  up  and  down  the  room,  I  verily 

think,  for  two  hours   together,  at  the 

very  ^ast,  and  as  the  reader  perhaps 
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11^4^1.:  M'lsh  to  see  a  specimen  of  the 
.  fruits  0i  my  prolific  brain'  at  the  end  of 
these  two  boiirs,  be  or  she  shall  have  a 
correct  copy  of  the  whole. — 


This  is  a  faithful  draft  of  tiie  fond  ef- 
fusion of  my  ovej'flowing  lieart,  in  which 
ray  readers  may  (if  they  study  it  close) 
discern,  t^iat  in  the  \\hole  tAvo  hours^  T 
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frodi  my  iDOttier^  which  1  opened  «vidc^ 
snd  turaed  and  twisted  about,  but  with- 
out seeing  the  name  I  wanted; — I  read 
it :— it  contained  thanks  to  Mr.  H. ; — a  • 
long  account  of  a  concert  at  die  Twists^ 
at  Wibicb  my  company  was  much  de* 
dbred ; — taanay  directitnas  ta  take  care  of 
myself,  and  to  remember  that  the  North 
it^as  bleaker  than  the  Sooth.  ^  My  bope^ 
seemed  to  1^  at  a;n  ^nd; — I  feit  Hke  a 
person  l«Btenirig  to  the  reading  of  a  will^ 
by  which  he  Imd  expected  to  have  in* 
herited  a  large   fortune,   but   without 
hearing  so  much  a»  his  nume  mention'^' 
cd: — at  length,  just  as  I  was  going  to 
put  it  in  my  pocket,  I  spied  something 
written  on  each  side  of  the  vacancy  that 
bad  been  left  for  the  seal. — It  was  just 
as  though  my  fortune  was  at  last  made,    ' 
by  the  discovery  and  operation  of  a 
twentieth  codicil ; — for  lo !  and  behold, 
there  it  was,  written  in  sittall  charactei^* 
indeed,  but  delightfully  legible:  —  ''! 
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tad  almost  forgotten  to  tell  you,  that 
your  oldplay-feU^,  Emily. Mandeville, 
is  thought  tab#. better.— I  read  to  her 
•  the  part  of  your  letter  in  which  you  en- 
quired after  her,  and  she  desired  me  to 
say  you  were  very  good  to  think  of  her 
,  tt  so  great  a  distance."     Tkinks-I'to- 
ntyse^y   distance   indeed !  I  kissed   the 
letter  over  and  over  again  ; — put  it  in 
my  pocket  and   took  it  oat  again;-— 
opened  it,  read.it,  put  it  up  again; — 
opened  it  again  and  read  it;— opened 
my  waistcoat,  and  laid  it  upon  my  heart 
while  it  was  bumping, --r-^nd  at  night,  I 
slept  with  it  under  my  pillow.     Now 
every  thing  had  become  easy  tq  ine.     I 
had  only  to  pray  that  she  might  w^^  get 
well: — as  long  as  she  contiitut^d  ill,    I 
found  I  could  ask  after  her,  express  my 
concern  for  her,  get  my  letters  read  tq 
hef,  and  even  receive    messages  from 
iier  in  retpnu     I  was  now  as    happjf 
as  a  i^rk,  and  bad  I  had  wiings,  could 
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have  soared  as  high  in  tb|^tiD-shine^ 
whistling  and  singiijg*  all  -wc  way  up 
to  Heaven,  my  thougnfe  were  so  full 
of  my  old  play-fellow,  (as  my  mother 
called  her,)  that  it  was  a  great  hiercy  I 
did  not  do  Mr.  Hargrave  some  serious 
mischief; — cither  by  scalding  him  ta 
death  at  breakfast,  cutting  off  his  liead 
with  the  carving-knife  at  dinner,  or  burn- 
ing him  in  bis  bed  at  night,  by  sitting' 
up  to  read  my  mother's  postscript  ovir 
and  over  again.  '    '  ^^  i  ^ 

Luckily  he  did  all  he  could  to  c6ol 
my  passion; — for  though  it  was  in  the 
depth  of  winter,  he  chose  the  very  t^tS^ 
day  to  set  oiTupon  an  excursiorvte  Abei»*^ 
deen  : — on  one  day  of  our  journey  w#* 
were  overtaken  by  a  dijsmal  fall  of  sno<v : 
—as   Mr.   H.  was   hot  very  well,  he 
stopped  at  a  house  we  came  to  juat  as  it 
began,  while  I  went  forward  to  the  Inn ; 
be  told  me  he  would  follow  me  when  i|5 
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^^aed^  b^hat  if  it  coatiiiaed^  be  wouI<i* 
jpin  me  t|Pnext  day, 

X  rode  on,  %ii4  at  length  vr^  eom^ 
f  died  to  stog  ^tai  noosC  ^^mj.  im^  Qi 
jfixx  ii  could  fee  ^a^led,^  jwt  o»  th(p  a^ir(i» 
9jg  Q  wide  ^^b^  wJiiicU  ]L  4id  n^t  4^e 
t)(^  pass^  a%  the  refid.  waff  totally  obHtQ"- 
s^ti^db.  I  tbeir^fQTe  diamciiM^ed^  s^)4  bdng 
lilasaed  with-  Baooej^  efoi^bto  cpi&iiaaod; 
aM  tl^6iacGOQai|iodi^U^3  tlie,  ba^se  could 
supply,  I  got  a  roaring  i^e^  ap4  plei^3F 
of  egga  and  bacon,  &c.  for  ipy  early 
#Q(tt^i'sr^M^I  I  wttfe&^,  u:^ar  I  saw  tsbe 
"fi^ow  qo^tiati^  t^afall,  a^d  reflected  tiy^, 

imi  miti^vm  to  a«m^^Q»?'«ad  engage 
^  9Mi^\|iOn^  but  tbfi  dkmBl:  ^xpaii^ 
of  .4l^b  before  wy  wiodf^w,^  i^y/i^mt*, 
h^gm  to  fl«g;~I  bagged : a.  bcH)k(  ,to. 
rea(A>.bujfc.\vhat  was  ratber  $arprisii)^  ii|^ 
Siiotitnd,  they  .bad  bat  aw  in^tbe  hi^mie,.; 
aati  tfeat  had  bw«  leftjlber^by  %  trftjaek:. 
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ler ;— I  greedily  caught  a*  \\y^hert  it  a**-^ 
riv^ct,  but  alas  f  it  Was  but  of  ihnall  com- 
fort :-— I  worid^r  whit  the  reader  would 
guess  if  t6  be  .•  -*^  perhjetjls .  a  volume 
of  Sfikikesfit^SPe^  or  Oi«^«  ;  •— pcrhapS' 
<vAe«5^  CArftJ^  or  fh*.  ISiffile  of  F/d(Mrf9 
Fic((i,  t^  Mafrfiim!  N(>,  rtone  Of  these, 
I cari  ^^\t^\k\th\r^p^x\\'^p%ih^ Spectator 
m  Gmi^ani  en?  the  Histdr^  of  Mary, 
Qwe^fVofSisbf^i'-'-^o,  riotte  of  tliese,  butl 
sir  p\4in  atid  unaKloriied  edition  6f  the 
ZmiibM  THncWf^! !  in-  tvhich  the  exitrf 
and  entrances  of  all  the  eoaclies  and- 
waggons,  out  of  and  into  the  metropolis,  ^ 
in  the  course  and  compass  of  every  week^ 
with  every  inn  they  put  up  at  and  depart 
from,  were  most  charmingly  registered, 
and  all  the  information  communicated 
that  could  be  given  upon  topics  so  highly 
interesting! 

My   despair   was    now   complete- — - 
Think^Lto*m]/self\  1  shall  certainly  liie 

■    Digitized  by  CjtOO^lC    • 


176 

of  the  vapours.  I  sat  at  the  window 
till  my  henrt'  quite  ached.  I  had  not 
long  before  been  leading  Burn's  Winter 
Nighty  nor  was  it  possible  to  forget 
Thomson's  beautiful  but  dismal  descrip- 
tion of  the  poor  lost  cottager.  ThinkS'' 
htomyself\  as  1  cast  my  eyes  over  the 
h^dXh^just  tchat  foliowsy  which  you  may, 
call  a  poem  if  you  please.  If  it  had 
fourteen  lines  it  might  perhaps  pass  for 
a  Sonnet :— how  it  came  into  any  shape 
l^ut  that  of  a  soliloquy,  I  should  l)e 
puzatlcd  to  tell  you. 
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THE  SNOW  STORM. 

I- 

fexAY  thy  forebodings,  busy  busy  Mind ! 

Why  need'st  thou  feel  the  bitter  blasts  that 
blow  ? 
Why  need'st  thou  shudder  at  the  Winter's  wind^ 

The  petrifying  frost,  and  driving  snow  ? 
Do  not  for  thee  reviving  embers  glow  ?  % 

Is  not  for  tkee  the  ready  table  spread  ? 
Does  not  for  tkee  the  horn  of  plenty  flow  f 
Tkou  art  no  beggar  of  thy  daily  bread ! 

IT. 

Yet  thou  sitt'st  trembling  o'er  thy  brooding 
thought. 

As  if  thou  wert  unshelterM  and  forlorn ; 
Shuddering  at  scenes  efzs^oe,  nWfancy-wr ought ; 

Some  $hivring  soul  to  luckless  fortune  borp ^ 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC     "\ 


1718 

From  weeping  wife^  and  famished  cfaildreD 
torn, 
'Wildered  and  lost   in  trackless  depths   of 
snow ! 
At    such   self-painted    prospects   must   thou 
mourn  ? 
Must  the  sigh  heave,  and  tear  of  sorrow 
flow  ? 

IIL 

It  is  perhaps  full  human  9a  to  do^ 

For,  what  were  life  if  pity  took  her  flight  i 
It  is  ftill  wfBlI  to  feel- for  other's  woe, 

yaSt  let  ^yjiiitk  persutide  thee'*'  all  is  right  T 
The  wretch  that  sink^  may  rise  from  his  dark 
night. 

To  brighter  scenes  of  bliss  that  shall   not 
cease ; 
Mpet  his  fond  frieiids  in  realms  of  endless  lights  * 

Perpetual  sunshine, and  perpetual peacel^ 

I  think  ttiey  are  tolerably  pretty  and  , 
p$ithetlc  fQf  a  Clod-pole  ;'^hui  af  this  . 
you  mf^y  be  well  assured^  gpntle  readeF^- 
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of  Whidi*  I  am  not  myself  aware,  otAy  I 
leave  thein  tc^  your  civility  and  fheihg, 
rather  Iftian  stq?  to  mend  them>  as  they 
\vei*e  writtSin  90  Ibrtg  ago. 

The  nisxt  day  Mi»,  Ma^rgraVe  joini^j* 
me ;  — *  if  f  were  to  teW  you  whdt  htfp*-' 
pened  to  ftim  at-  trhe  pla^e'  fee^  pmt  up  at^ 
it?  woulU  itt^lce  both  ybai'  ears  to  tingle, 
and  you*  would''  certainly  split  youi*  sides 
\^ith  laHjgbing; — bat  you  see  I  have^t 
to  gO'  to  Aberdeen  to*  nighty  if  possible, 
and'  so  eannot  stop  to*  tell*  it  you ;  none 
of  you'  can  e^Tpect  that'l  sh6nld,  who' 
know  how  precious  a  thing,  tlriae  is  r^*-- 
we  made  the  best  of  our  way  to  Aber 
deen,  after  we  had  got  togetlier  again^ 
though  at  no  sinall  risk  of  being  lost 
from-  the  dHfting  df  the  sn(>w. 

Mir.  H^gtave  was  well  known  to  one 
«f  tl^  -ppotessotth  ak^  Abei4eeo/  who  re^' 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


f80 

ceived  us  most  civilly.  We  staid  there 
but  a  very  short  time.  While  we  werft 
tbere^  Mr.  H.  intimated,  that  the  journey 
was  undertaken  solely  on  my  father's 
account  and  mine,  though  he  would  not 
explain  himself  farther,  I  learnt  the 
whole  history  of  it  afterwards /.-^nothing 
very  particular  occurred  at  Aberdeen, 
(the  account  of  the  place  itself  may  be 
found  elsewhere,)  nor  upon  our  return 
to  Edinburgh.  When  I  got  back  to  the 
latter  place,  I  found  another  letter  from 
Grumblethorpe,  written  very  soon  after 
the  former :  —  all  it  said  of  Miss  Man* 
deville,  was,  **  they  are.  all  well  at 
the  Vicarage ;  —  Emily  gets  better 
daily/' 

I  know  not  whether  the  reader  will 
have  taken  any  pains  to  calculate,  how 
Img  I  have  been  at  Edinburgh,  I  have 
loolu  d!a  little  over  the  foregoing  pjages 
ka  ^ieeif  I^  could  make  out,  but  I  must) 
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confess,  it  seems  ta  me  to  be  rather  a» 
mystery :— I  wish  it  to  be  so,  and  that's- 
the  truth ;  because  as  I  know  I  shall  be 
made  responsible  for  all  these  things,  if 
my  book  falls  into  the  hands  of  any  of 
those  catchpoles  the  Reviewers,  I  vi'ish 
to  do  things  decently  at  least,  and  not 
fall  into  any  violent  anachronism  or 
breach  of  consistency. 

I  want  to  have  been  at  Edinburgh. 
two  years,  and  to  be  supposed  to  have 
studied  hard,  and  to  have  become  a 
pjToficient  in  Mathematics^  Jurispru^ 
^dencCj  Chemistry^  Anatomy^  Nosology^, 
JBotany^  &c.  and  I  am  not  sure  that  I 
have  taken  quite  time  enough  for  all 
this : — it  seems  somewhat  strange  to  me, 
but  it  looks,  I  must  confess,  as  if  1  bad 
not  received. above  three  or  /oi/r  lettersi^ 
from  home,  during  the  whole  txco  ye^rs,^ 
which  would  be  preposterous  ;—-ho^j-- 
ever^    upon    examining    tlie   bun^dlb  Z 
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have  got;  I  find  that  tlfis  is-  a  vaQve  de-* 
cepticm.  Irrfect,  tr^ceivedlmaaiy :fod!» 
my  sister  and  father  that  i  have  not  meiv- 
tioiied.  I  have  merely  n^tiiced  those 
that  had  any  tiling  in  them)  concermtxg- 
my  deary  dear,  deat%  dear^  de&,  de^ 
d^r  r  r  r  r  r  Emily  ! I! t 

Tlie.  time  camejn\5hci?^.  (for  time  wiJt 
^  come,  whether  we  will  or  nq,)  for  our 
r<25turn  into  the  south  of  Bri^in-     Mr. 
iiargrave  beg^n  to  call  m>  his  account^ 
aftd^I  sa^vplainlythatwewerefeftgiDttittg 
to  depart'.^ — we  had  large  packages  to. 
send  away-  of  fbsstls  and  other  aatura^ 
curiosiuesi,  for  tlie  whole-  of  ScotSandv 
abounds  ifl  sudi  thingf?,-  and  we  bad^ 
meddled  \titli  them  pretty  B|iRi^h.-**They 
v.^e  not-  mere  baubles^  or  -c^^^  ^P^*^ 
fimens;  thatweseni  homej*— \te  hajdtitcil**^ 
lected  abundance  of  thing*  iiluSstftrtiv^  o#* 
difFerenf  theories  of   tl^  eatth,    =  We 
were  neither  of  us  disposed  to  became  ^ 
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JEkittoniamsr,  and  that  is  all  I  wish  to  say 
opoQ  that  subject  at  present. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  BLiiNKy 
(for  I  don't  wish  to  let  you  too  deeply 
into  the  secret,)  we  took  onr  leave  of 
Edinburgh,  jourrt^ing  home  eastward^ 
aPS  we  had.  entered  il  westerly : — wa 
stopped  at*Dunbar  to  see  the  Basaltic 
Columns  there,  which  are  certainly  ex- 
tremely curious.  We  passed  one  day 
at  "  our  town  of  Berwick  on  Tweed,"^ 
as  the  Briefs  say.  We  visited  the  Holy 
r^and  also,  (but  heard  no  tolling  of  the 
midnight  bell,)  and  proceeded  on  to 
Newcastle,  after  visiting  Alnwick  Castli^^ 
the  seat  of  his  Grace  of  Northumber- 
land ; — the  Itgures  upon  the  top  of  the 
Castle,  in  the  act,  as  it  were,  of  sustain- 
ing a  aiege^  amused  me  much; — per- 
haps they  are  all  removed  or  decayed 
before  this. 
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At  Newcastle  we  visited  the  GolHeries, 
and  descended  in  their  mine-buckets^  (or 
baskets  rather.)      We  stopped  a  whole 
day  at  Durham  :— -I  believed  Mr.  Har- 
grave  wished  to  examine  into  the  cir- 
cumstances of  that  great  prize  in  the  Ec- 
clesiastical Lottery  ; — not  with  any  ex-* 
pectation  of  it,  for  tliough  no  man  could 
be  more  worthy  hi  it,  yet  undoubtedly 
no  man  could  be  le^s  covetous  or  ambi- 
tious,   but   by  way  of  seeing  what  he 
might  have  attained  to  in  his  profession,. 
"^    had  he  been  less  worthy  or  more  covetous^ 
:    or  more  ambitious: — Nota  bene^  how- 
fiver,  that  just  as  I  am  writing  this,  that 
See  happens  to  be  in  the  hands  of  a 
most  munificent  Prelate,  and  I  wish  it 
may  never  be    in  worse  hands  ;—-foi^, 
-    Thinks- Lto-my  self y  .    ; 

*^  He  that  does  good  with  his-money  and' pelf, 
'^  Is  a  help  to  his  neighbour  as  well  as  himself.^* 

:^      From  Durham^  we  went  regularly  ocu;^ 
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upon  the  great  London  road.  Mr.  Har* 
grave  had  promised  to  see  me  safe  home, 
otherwise  we  should  ha^e  parted  in  Liut 
cohishire,  wliere  we  lirst  met. 

As  I. got  nearer  and  nearer  to  Grum- 
J))ethorpe,  I  w  ill  leave  any  one  to  gues^ 
how  my  heart  felt  It  did  not  bump  for 
Emily  Mandeville  only,  it  bumped  for 
my  excellent  father,  my  dear  and  inva- 
luable mother,  and  my  sister,  whoin 
I  loved  like  myself.  Mn  Hargrave 
himself  felt  delighted  at  the  thoughts  of 
seeing  Gruroblethorpe  again,  for  nothings 
I  believe  could  possibly  exceed  his  re«« 
gard,  respect,  and  veneration  for  my  fa« 
tber  and  mothen 

The  driver,  whom  we  took  from  the 
last  stage,  had  never  been  at  Grumble- 
thurpe  Hall  before,  so  that  instead  of 
going  strait  as  he  sbouldl  have  done,  tQ 
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the  end  af  the  avenacy  he  mansrged  to^ 
make  for  an  entrance  ©f  the  park,  which 
inevitably  carried  us  past  the  Vicarage, 

•  by  a  road  seldom  travelled.  The  novelty 
of  a  carriage  coming  thatway^  naturally 
drew  all  the  family  to  the  window,  and 
I  had  the  pleasui-e  of  beholding  thcf 
whole  groupc,  a»  I  supposed,  for  I  cotiitf 
not  quite  di^ingukh  them  :-^I  would- 
have  giren  the  worid  to^  hafve  got  out,  hwt  . 
I  felt  it  to  be  little' less'fhafli  saefflejge,  to^ 

'deprive rrty  '^bd  father,  and tMt^er&n^r 

^ster  of  the  Jrrsf  gmeihigst^^l  thei^»* 
fore  contented  myself  with  oiiFy  kia&i*g 
liiy  hand  over  atrd  over  again  to  themj- 

"tfnd  passed  on.— W^£^  lengtR  drove  up^ 
to  the  very  steps  of  the  HaU  ;^-^xvhxt\e6v^ 
ately  the  doors  flew  open,  and  there 
stood  my  father,  mother,  im^r,  and 
many  M  sergeants  ready  to  receive  mb^ 
I  ran  into  "^their^  arin^,  and  wa^  for 
&ome  time   quite  overcome-  wifli  the 
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aifectic)]^ate  and  sbcere  caredses  I  re* 
geived. 

Mr.  Hargrave  demanded  much  o£ 
tbeii*  atteBtiou,  and  helped  of  course  to 
disembarrass  matters; — in  short,  we 
were  at  last  safely  landed  at  the  Halt 
again  ;-^the  trees  1  had  wished  good-bye 
tOf  stood  where  they  did  ;-^the  posts 
and  the  palings  also; — bat  probaf^Iy  all 
the  geese  and  turkies  thai:  I  had  envied 
so  miaeb^  as  I  parted  from  tiiem  twor 
3^rs  before^  bad  been:  killed. and  eaten^. 
mk  timt  upon  the  wlK)le,  I  was  by  far  thel'' 
beat  o£b'  after  all: — all  envy  profaably 
]«  of  the  aame  nature^  wd  equally  i\\^>. 
&aoded« 

We  had,  of  course^  a  lor^list  of  en*^ 
lluirkd  to  answer,  nor  had  I  few  to 
make. .  I  found  that  the  neighbourhood 
in  general  remamed  as  it  was,  only  that 
Mrs.  Creepmouse  was  dead^  as  I  have: 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


188 

mentioned,  and  Miss  Fidget  bad  gone 
off  with  the  footman  ; — the  lovely,  fine, 
puny,  sickly,  troublesome  boy  was  gone 
to  school,  and  Miss  Charleville,  with 
ii'hom  I  partly  fell  in  love,  as  I  have 
described,  was  married  to  the  Earl  of 
Fitz-Arlington. 

The  next  morning,  many  messages  of 
enquiry  were  sent,   to  know  how  Mr, 
Robert  Dermont  did,  &c.  and  the  next 
morning  to  that,  I  had  the  honour  of  re- 
ceiving many  visits ;  for  now  I  was  no 
honger  regarded  as  a  boy.     I  was  Che 
heir  apparent  to  the  Hall,  cooie  to  years 
of  tolerable    discretion: — perhaps  the 
reader  will  wonder  whether  I  have  been 
to  the  Vicarage  yet; — actually  not!  I 
was  close  to  it,  and  I  felt  thmt  to  be 
almost  enough ; — sooner  than  precipitated 
matters,  I  chose  to  stay  away.     I  evea  ^ 
idisited  Nicotium  Castle  first;— if  any 
body  tabes  this^for  indifference^  they  ar0 
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Jools. — I  say  it  without  scruple. — They 
know  nothing  of  the  strange  incon^ 
^istencies  and  viy^itenes  of  love.  They 
were  all  extremely  glad  to  see  me  at 
Kicotium  Castle,  but  to  say  they  weie 
highly  delighted  might  exceed  the  truti) : 
— Miss  Twist  bestowed  upon  me  nothing 
warmer  than  9.  few  bob  curtsies,  and 
Mrs.  Twist  was  more  foruyil  than  fa- 
miliar : — nevertheless  I  saw  plainly,  with 
only  half  an  eye,  as  the  saying  is,  that 
Nicotium  Castle  was  mine  if  I  chose  to 
ask  for  it.  ^,   . 

After  visjting  Nicotium  Castle,  ,mj 
father  himself  proposed  going  to  tha 
Vicarage  : — he  little  thought  what  waik^ 
the  state  of  my  poor  heart. — We  rode 
there,  therefore,  and  found  them  all  at 
homq,  except  Mr.  Mandeville : — Emilyj^ 
^I  thought  looked,  shockingly,  but  ^e 
seemed  heartily  glad  to  see  me,  only 
ashamed  to  shew  it; — we  behaved  ta 
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•eath  ether  as  sbyly  as  possible -.—w« 
ju9t  s^ook  kandSy  an^  tbftt  wad  alt. — I 
aaid  I  was  glad  to  see  ber  better ;  Mrs; 
IWandeiriJle  observed,  that  she  had.beeff 
Very  ill  indeed,  and  had  I  spoken  my 
himd  honestly,  I  ouglit  to  have  said  that 
I  was  tery  gktd  of  it,  .for  so  I  really  was 
on  many  accounts ;— bad  she  conliniied 
in  r»de  health  and  high  spirits  all  the 
while  I  had  been  a^ent,  my  love  pro* 
bably  m^ht  have  abated,  btit  as  it  was, 
I  felt  more  than  ever  attaehed  to  her, 
because  she  had  been  itlj  and  because 
^he  looked  ill. — What  a  monstrous  strange 
complaint  love  is! 

Miss  Twist  had  been  as  well  as  possi- 
ble all  the  while;  I  don't  think  she  had 
even  a  cold  or  a  cough,  nor  had  her  spi'^ 
yi&  once  changed ;  she  had  tiH&ed  aboofr 
me,  I  believe,  And-  sung  Delia,  anil 
tbought  often  probably  aboitt  my  jC^orB^ 
Mtf  but  had  any  news  arrived  of  the 
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CkH)on^'s:  l^uing  fluwn  away,  I  very 
much  question  nvhether  D^lia  would 
ever  have  been  sung  agam:— however, 
I  itm^t  noi  be  too  sevi^re,  lor  1  verily 
bi^iev^,  k^  NjcotiuRi  Castle  floua 
aiA'^yi  or  .Mis$  <jirizilda  been  disiok 
b^rhedf  nty  good  £s^her  would  huv^ 
li^ugbt  xH>thing  about  her;— «ibe  was 
certainty  aot  altogether  a  favourite* 

Mi%  K^gr-ave  surprised  \m  wry  imicJ* 
one  morittog,  by  letting  me  iqto  a  secret 
of  wiiich  I  had  before  no  suspicion  at 
ally  naaely^  that  in  my  absence,  my 
Slater  CaroUne  bad  had  an  offer  froiU 
C^pt.  Cbarleville,  and  that  it  was  likely 
t0  becofne  a  match.  I  was  heartily  re^ 
Joicedi  at  this  nesvs,  because  the  family; 
was  truly  amiable,^  and  I  was  very  c<?p* 
tain  that  eay  sister  M^as  iu>t  likely  to 
have  faUen  in  love  i»erely  with  bis 
Peerage   aod  CQvoaet,    which.  I  too 
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justly  suspected  to  be   the  case  with 
kiss  Twist. 

My  father  and  Mr.  Hargrave,  of 
course,  passed  much  of  their  time  to- 
gether, and  I  suppose  my  future  for- 
tunes and  destinies  occupied  much,  if  not 
most,  of  their  attention.  I  managed  as 
I  could  to  visit  the  Vicarage,  which  was 
seldom ;  nor  (had  I  had  ever  so  good 
an  Opportunity)  did  I  feel  sufficiently  at 
liberty  to  avow  my  attachment  openly .» 
I  certainly  often  looked  and  sighed  and 
^  sighed  and  looked^  in  a  way  that  must 
'  have  excited  great  suspicions,  and  I  ami 
doubtful  whether  I  was  always  suffi* 
dently  careful  to  avoid  pressing  her 
hand,  and  saying  what  some  people  call 
"  soft  things'' to  her. 

In  *he  lliean » time,  the  commXmica?^ 
^pns  with  Nicotium  Castle   wer^  frc- 
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<tiient ;— they  were  continually  coming 
to  us,  and  we  going  to  thera  ; — in  aU 
our  evening  amuaements,   Miss  Twist 
apd  myself  seemed  by  some  fatal  cir- 
cumstance or  other  to  be  brought  toge^ 
ther;— if  we  played  at  cards,  we  were 
always  placed  next  to  each  other ;— if 
we  danced,  she  was  to  be  my  partner; 
-—if  there  was  music  she  sung  Deliii^ 
and  He  that  "  would  approach  but  dart 
not  movt^^  was  sure  to  be  me; — if  w# 
played  at  forfeits,  we  were  doomed  to 
go  behind  the  curtain  together, — and  if 
we  played  at  consequences^  we  were  sure 
to  meet  in  a  wood,  and  the  end  wa« 
kissing. — ^AU  these  things  produced  rei* . 
marks,  and  insinuations,  and  suspicions^ 
and  reports,  and  expectations,  so  that  I 
doubt  not  many  thought  the  ring  was 
bought,  and  a  special  license  sent  for, 
and  Nicotium  Castle  thoroughly  settled 
upon  me  and  my  heirs,  whereas  never 
had  my  consent  been  in  any  manner 
VOL.  J.  K 
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%hatseiever  thought  of: — they  were  all 
tecfcoioing  with6tit  their  host. 

But  tme  ifey,  contrary  to  all  my  ex- 
|>ecUitadBs;  I  was  put  imo  n  consirfer- 
tfWe fright;  fot  who  should  attack txre, 
feut  •my  dear  friend,  Mr.  j&argrave.  As 
Ive  were  v^lfchig  together  one  day,  to- 
'i^ardfl  the  metnorable  Ticist  stik^  lie 
l)\5gail  upon  the  subject:  —  says  he, 
^  How  happy  am  I  to  think  ifcat  your 
lister  Is  Hkely  to  marry  30  well : — =what 
ti  ctrttifort  will  it  be  to  your  %vorthy  father 
tod  iiiothef  to  see  her  not  only  i^o  twefl 
settled,  but  united  to  so  near  and  so 
^respectable  a  neighbour  : — ^^the  marriage 
of  ii  i(feiughter  is  a  matter  of  esttreme 
anxiety,  what  then  must  be  the  mar- 
riage and  settlement  of  an  only  son, 
feir  to  the  whole  paternal  inheritance  ? 
Upon  yoter  cAtorce;  in  this  pai'ticular; 
tny  dear  young  friend,, mui^t  depend  fer 

^'m^ft  than   your  (wn  hfiqppiiiesd>--*tfc« 

•  / 
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^n^  J;)y  rcdactipD,  the  honour  ,8)1.  l$^t  >qf 
tM  ioT)^  ]fst  flf  pxogejjHorg^  fiwp  ^ifbjMH 
you  are  likely  to  iatiei;it  title  and  r(}ig^. 
»itv ; — ^io  jjio^r  cjioice,  poe  fki^g  f^^m 
cbiefty  to  be  eoasidered  :-r-to  di^gr^^ 
yourself  by  9,  connection  every  way  b*^ 
neatbyou^  would  be  haaeipdeed;^-^^ 
.  he  particular  about /iziw;V^,. seems  uqi^ 
cessary ; — ^your  owp  bexr}g  already  snif&r^ 
ciently  9onsj)icuoi|[s, yp//^/?^, ijxen  is  thg 
thing,  that  seems  the  iiiost'tcxJi^  flttjeade^ 
to ;  riches  tend  to  break  dowa  pfajj 
distinctions,  and.why.shoHid  the  ^xe^ 
be  backward  to  assist  in  e?moblmg  thc^-- 
who  niay  be  willing  to  -enrich  theiu?"— ^ 
I  surely  thought  the  wbole  business  w.9^ 
CQOiing.out^  and  at  this  i»9n]ent  I  dare 
say  the  reader  expeetsthe  same,— but 
po  such  tiding ;— hejsQpniaft^ir  ended  hif 
dis^iourse,  by  saying,,  "  Xhei;efore,  my 
good  friend,  when  you  begip  to  look  out 
for  a  wife,^  think  of  these  things**' 
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••  *'  My  dear  Sir/'  says  I,  taking  up 
the  conversation,  "suffer  me  to  make 
one  remark : — ^if  every  man  was  to  be 
supposed  to  be  equally^ at  liberty,  de- 
liberately to  look  out,  as  you  call  it,  for 
fliat  decdriifhodation  called ''  a  wife,  1 
riJi^ht  promise  tb  obey  your  injunctions, 
bicThave  heard  that  some  people  come 
jfc'^  iipon  a  wife  before  they  are  aware 
of  it,  without  any  "  looking  out  **  at  all : 
•^— that  some  people  have  been  known 
to  marry  for  neither  honour  nor  riches, 
and  to  be  unable  to  do  otherwise,  spite 
of  their  teeth : — you  seem  to  me,  my 
dear  Sir,  to  Have  proposed  but  two  cases 
fo  my  consideration ;— first,  to  look  out  * 
for  a  wife  when  necessary,  and  nekt,  to 
make  such  a  choice  as  may  help  to  en- 
rich myself,  while  I  ennoble  my  elect : — 
now  what  am  I  to  do,  if  I  find  a  wife 
Without  lookmg  out  for  one,  and  she 
shouW  happen  to  be  poor,~-ij^  it  quite 
forbidden  me  to  take  a  wi^  that .  Tfiftd 
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by  accident,  be  she  never  so  good,  oc 
if  I  feel  disposed  to  it^  Xo  enmUe  th« 
unendowed?— I  am  not  talking  of  per- 
sons in  every  way  below  mCy  which  tcj 
marry,  as  you  say,  would  be  base  in* 
deed, — but  what  am  I  to  do,  if  while  I 
am  "  looking  out^^  with  all  my  eyes  for 
a  r/cA  heiress  of  low  degree  to  raise  and 
ennoble^  the  twentieth  child  of  some  poor 
gentleman  should  come  in  my  way,  en-^ 
do  wed  with  every  virtue  under  the  sun? — * 
Mr.  Hargrave  had  qo  idea  that  I  meant^ 
any  thing  serious,  I  believe,, so  that  hej 
only  laughVd  at  my  method  of  parrying 
bis  attiack. — ^\Ve  soon  after  returned  to. 
the  Hall,  where  tlie  Twists  were  engaged^ 
to  dine  with  us,  in  a  snug  sort  of  way*   •  ^ 

They  came  a  little  before  five.— I  had. 
rfs  usual  to  sit  next  to  Miss  Twist,  and. 
to  bear  as.  well  as  1  could^.  many  jokes, 
hints,  insinuations,  &c*  as  welt  as  many- 
plain  advances  on  the  part  of  the  young 
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Ittdy,  riot  at;  all  in  the  way  of  love  and 
t%gaf(f,  biif  of  affectation  arid  vanity,  as 
though  presuming  upon  the  irresistibility 
k^  H^t  ttir^  huhdreU  thousand  ch^xm^ 

'  tfftfhrtUflafety,  (that  is,   I  meany.  for 
ftVe^  starh-  terribte  noodles  as  mj  father^ 
W¥;  fiafgrave,  and  myself,,  who  wer€t 
^%^iiMdti!ur$  ih  tlieart  oi  Sojcing^)  \xi%t^ 
aP'^thV  kdies   Bad  retiredf,  uiy  7aiW  ' 
iHTpptiied  t(J  ask  Mr.  'fwist,  what  had- 
4!d,tH^d  h^iii  to  London  in  such  extrieme 
Baste  fi've  days  ago?  for   as  we, were 
^itig  id  dhurch  on  the  preceding  Sun- 
^  d^y,  lid  had  passed  us  in  his  chaise  and, 
fbtiir,  as^  if  he  had  been  on  an  errand  oi 
life  mid  death :--"  O','*  sa:ys  he,  ^*  I  went 
to  be  present  at  the  famous  rnatch,  be- 
Vwttri  ^ab'  Gubdins  and  Big  Meehebub^ 
-wl  bdd  a  13^  with  I^ord  — -,  of  seven 
to  four  upon  Bbb,— ft  was  a  tight  battle, 
I  assure  J^ou :— Bob  had  the  best  of  it 
fer  sfeventeen  rounds'*  at  the  least,  and* 
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would  certainly  have  betj  only  Big  Beel« 
zebub  happened  to  put  in  such  a  con* 
founded  hit  unde|'  bis  left  jaw>  just  as 
he  was  returning  to  the  eighteenth  rally, 
that  knocked  him  over  and  over,  and  I 
verily  thought  that  all  tiie  ^rt  would 
be  at  an  end,  and  that  he  must  have  died 
OQ  the  spot: — it  was  noble  sparring  'tiQ 
thenj-^I  nev^  saw  3ob  fight  better: 
.•^•Big  Beelzebub,  at  one  time,  bled  at 
every  channel,-^nose,  oiouth,  eyes,  eai^ 
neck,  shoulder^  ba9k,  breast  ;<-<*it  woul4 
have  done  your  keart  good  to  have  seea 
.it.'' 

TJiinks-I-tomyHlfj  my  Father's  heaf% 
jindeed! 

*^  The  first  round,"  continued  Mr. 
Twist,  "  both  sparred  with  great  caution; 
Bob  began  with  a  neat  right  handed 
hit,  nbich  being  smartly  returned,  they 
fell  to  z—Bob  seemed  to  give  way  a| 
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first,  but  in  a  short  time,  rallied  and 
threw  such  a  devil  of  a  parcel  of  straight 
hlows  into  Beelzebub's^throat  and  breast, 
that  his  mouth  burst  out  with  blood, 
and  down  he  fell ; — so  that  to  my  great 
joy,  the  firtt  blood  and  first  fall  were 
both  completely  in  Bob*s  favour:— Big 
Beelzebub  rose  weak  and  sickish ;— Bob 
threw'  several  blows  away  by  round 
bitting,  but  at  length  overset  Big  Beel* 
zebub  again  by  one  of  the  sharpest 
right-hand  facers  I  ever  saw : — Big 
^Beelzebub  rallied,  and  put.  in  a  tight 
blow  on  Bob«  mouth,  which  broke  twa'" 
of  his  grinders,  but  he  kept  his  ground, 
^nd  again  threw  his  opponent,  after 
boring  him  all  round  the .  rin:;*—  I  am 
confident  Bob  would  have  got  the  best  of 
it,  -but  for  his  last  unlucky  fall : — but  TU 
tell  you  what; — ^you  may  depend  upon  rt, 
if  he  don't  die,  ^  which  it  is  ten  chances  to 
one  but  be  does)  and  Big  Beelzebub  ever 
*  recovers  his  sight,  (which  is  at  preseat 
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thought  iniposfiible,)  I  will  make  anor*. 
ther  match  between  them  as  soon  as  I 
can,  and  shall  have  no  scruple  to  take 
the  same  bets  on  Bob  ;  for  I  never  saw 
a  fellow  throw  in  bis  blows  better  in  m]f 
life  than  my  friend  Bob  did,  or^do  mor^ 
to  cripple  his  man  : — I'll  be  bound  he.'U 
completely  do  him  next  time/' 

.  l^nluckilyi/tbe  effect  this  delicate  an^ 
delicious  display  of  Mr.  Twist's  elg^ 
quence  had  upon  ray  father,  Mr.  Har-^ 
grave,  and  myself,  was  to  make  us  com- 
pletely, lyleat,  not  only  dafing  the  whole 
of  its  contini|ance>  but  when  he  had  got 
^irly  to  an  end,  so  that  before  we  could 
recover  from  the  state  of  disgust  (and 
sickness  almost)  in|o  which  he  .l^d 
tbrpwp  us,  he  abruptly  turnad  9^^sif^  to 
a  fresh  topic  little  less  interesting  ■■'  ■'■^, 

"  But,  pnly  tliink,"  says  he,  « Mr. 
DeriUQpt,  of  poor  Tom^Dush  /"--".What 
•       K  2  J 
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oF  Mm?''  liays  (ny  fttlier;  "  Shot  hfefiH 
*elfr'  says  Mr.  twist:  —  *'  I  M6  n6t 
heafd>a  iprbrd  6f  it,"  sfeys  my  father;—- 
*  It  must  ie  him''  salyii  Mr.  Ti*ist ; 
ind'pullmgb  ne^papef  from  his  pocket; 
i^"  Here,'*  says  he,  **  is  the  ortly  piib^ 
Kr  ateotHit  i  hMe  seeii  of  it  ;---^"  // 
is  with  earhrfHe  cvhd&n,'' ^--'^r^*^  Aye^ 
well  they  may  say  so,  indeed;  poor 
*rdml  n-  better'  -wfefp  ilid'  hot  exifet; 
Jfach  Wsttiii  of  ^horse?sM/'-T-"  /if  is  with 
iJtffmie  concern  tetheiir,  that  n  Gentle^ 
inan  wry  cdehraiid  in  the  spirting 
ivarldy  (aye,  cefeffriited  lie  ■vvas-  ibdeed; 
thtt  ^est  «ftd  toldest  tid*i'-yoti  tvet 
*atr,  and  siich  a-  sh6t?)'j^'  dft  ,€Htdi6 
his  exist enct  y^ttrdaif  kf  an-  itm  nof 
bety  3iStantfro7ft  ike  Metroptdis  I'^-^yty 
fat  SahAiH;  he  was  a  thiJitiber  of  the 
/TiKp  C/w*;  four  beautifiri. roans  li* 
used  to  drive,  so  steady  in  harness,  he 
vas  one  of  the  best  whips  among  them  ;*' 
•--"but,'*  days  my  fathtt,  "-how4i 
& 
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you  koAM  it  nnfr  him,  liis  oaoae  k  not 
soenxksieA?''^-^^  O,  but  J  have  it  her« 
in  a  prwate  letter  from  a  friendy^  Bay» 
Mr«  lyist,  puUing  one  from  bis  pocke^ 
^  such  a  shape  attd  Colour  as  I  scarcely 
ever  saw  before ;«»''  it  is  from  Sir  Harry 
Hark-awayls  huntsmaUy  with  whom  I 
^coesioiiaUy  correspond ,.— here,  at  thi$ 
bottom  of  his  letter,  he  says^ — *^  I  sup^ 
pose  your  Honoer  wyjl  have  beared  of 
pure  Muster  Dash  U  (Muster  Dash,  W 
writes^  for  be  can't  spell  very  neU,  and 
indeed  I  can  scaixse  read  his  writiag;)*--^ 
^'  I  s4i|^iose  you  will  have  heered  of 
pure  Muster  Dash !  wliat  a  MoU  and 
CoUy  event  has  be,  be,  be,  be," — the 
Devil,  the  fellow  writes  such  a  hand,  I 
eau't  reatly  read  k,  "  ht-wappered  him/! 
1  think  it  is ;  ^*  perhaps,"  says  my  fa* 
tber,  ^*be-/W/tfifhim?"^*'0,  aye,  be- 
lalleQ  him,''  says  Mr.  Twist,  "  so  it  isz-rr 
What  a  Moll  and  Colly .  event  has  be-;^ 
IbOIcq  hifu  at  Sait-liiU  l^Ayc,  thaf  s  ti%& 
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place  you  see  exactly, — an  Inn  kot  wry 
distant  from  the  Metropolis — ^there  he 
shot  himself,  certainly  f '  —  "  But  why 
jshot  himself?"  says  my  father ;  "  I  donft 
see  that  you  have  likrnt  that  yet;^— 
*'  What  do  yott  tliink  he'd  hang  himself,** 
says  Mr.  Twist,  hastily,  ^Vlike  a  scoun- 
drel, or  go  through  the  tedious  ceremony 
of  poisoning  himself?  If  his  existence  is 
terminated,  as  I  .too  much  fear,  depend 
upon  it,  it  was  by  a  bullet,  and  from  his 
cPiVn  band  ;— Tom  was  not  a  bungler  ;— 
I* wonder,  what  will  become  of  his  stud; 
—1  should  like  to  have  his  roans  my- 
*i;elf;  — when  I  was  a  member  of  tha 
Bicester  hunt,,  be  used  to  ride  a  famous 
colt  of^Efclypses,  so  like,  that  O'KfiUy 
himself  offered  him  400  guineas  for  it, 
merely  on  account  of  its  liken^s ; — not 
a  hair  different :— if  you.  had  but  sceii 
that  horse  take  a  leap ; — it  was  quite  a 
grand  sight;  so  cool,  so  steady ;  a  child 
might  have  rode  him  I — he  u$ed  to  xmi 
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and  Idok  round,  as  it  were,  to  see  if 
there  were  any  stakes  or  bad  ground 
on  the  other  side,  and  whatever  there 
might  be,  he  was  sure  to  clear  it.*-I 
nev^r  shall  forget  a  run  we  had  one 
thirteenth  of  November; — bitter  cold 
morning ;  long  time  before  we  found  : — 
-we  were  sitting  on  our  horses  together, 
under  a  wood,  and  I  pulled  out  a  hunt- 
ing flask  I  had  full  of  brandy,  that  I 
would  not  have  lost  for  the  world  ;— 
just  as  poor  Tom  had  got  it  to  hia 
mouth  to  drink,  they  unkennelled  the 
fox; — instead  of  returning  my  poor 
bottle  into  my  possession^  he  threw  it " 
from  him  into  the  thickest  part  of  tho^^ 
wood  bejtkind  him,  and  off  he  went;r^. 
I  never  got  near  him  again  the  whole  day : 
— ^the  horse  was  fitter  for  a  race-horse» 
but  he  would  not  run  him,  except  for. 
tbe  hunter's  plate  once  at  Ascot,  where 
he  won  hollow :— poor  Tom!  well,  it's} 
well  he  can^  tp  no  wor^e  end !  ho^  w^^ 
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as  near  hanged  once  as  ootild  be;**-^ 
*•  How  sor**^  says  Mr.  Hargra?e.— 
"  Why  the  case  you  see,**  says  Mn 
Twist,  "  was  exactly  this: — I  bad  it  from 
one  that  was  thercJ : — At  a  Tavern  din* 
Bcr  at  Livcqjool  one  day,  Tom  being  ia 
the  chair,  proposed  a  profane  toast  ;—* 
the  man  tliat  sat  next  to  hkn  refused  ttl 
drink  it;-^Tom  insisted; — ^the  man 
wouM  not:  he  declared  he  would  aot 
only  iK)t  drink  it,*  bat  if  he  knew  the  in* 
venter  of  it,  be  should  be  disposed  to 
fchastise  him :— ^^  iVirf  if  it,  were  we,  wy^ 

'  edfl  Sir,''  says  Tom,    •*   I  sufipoBC?'^ 
(for  in  fact  it  was  his  own  ittve^tioii);*^ 

«^^*  Yes,  Sir/'  says  tfee  oiher,  ^'  if  it  war* 
you  yourself  y  3^11,'*-— upon  wiiicfa^  Tom^ 
who  had  plenty  of  pepper  ia  bis  bloody 
threw  a  gt^bs  of  Mine  plump  in  his  &ee  ; 
-^you  may  be  pretty-  sure  ift  was  not. 
easy  to  hush  sik^  a  msMer  up ; — pistotlP^ 
were  proeured  by  ^  friends  oi  eacii 
party,  and  tb^  weatoatiiMMN&AiflAyj: 
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-Hftt  thfj  very  first  fire,  Tom  s  ball  pass-^ 
€d  through  bia  heart,  aftd  he  "^dropped 
just  as  deed  as  a  pancake.*— Tom  made 
0^  ad  you  may  suppose^  and  it  was  well 
he  did;  for  the  fellow  he  kilbd  was  much 
beloved,  and  was  well  conui^ijted,  andi 
had  a  wife  and  nine  children,  so  that  you 
may  easily  think  it  made  a  pretty  dust : 
— Tom  got  abroad  some  how  or  other^ 
and  there  he  staid 'till  all  the  pioceedinga 
against  him  were  supposed  to  be  at  ari 
entf,  but  as  he  c^fcaihly  gave  great  pro^J 
vocation,  had  he  been  caught  and  tried^ 
before  seme  iMberal  old  woman  of  d 
Ju(}ge^  he  weuM  certainly  have  beerf 
hangeA*^— — Thinks^I-t&^yde^y  hang* 
ihg  would '^iave  becb  a  fhotisdnd  timet 
too  good  for  him.  ,     ..    . ; 

•  *'  But,  pray,"  says  tnj  father,'^  Hkyw 
am  ycm  call  H  a  better  end  than  he  it 
come  to  noWy  if  it  should  be  true  that 
he  has  shot  himself  f'*^^  He  could  not 
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possibly,  my  dear  Sir,"  says  Mr.  Twisi; 
**  have  doric .  a  bettei:  deed ; — he  waa 
tooipletely  dished: — he  cpqld  never 
have  appeared  again ; — the  rest  of  his 
days  must,  probably,  have  been  parsed 
in  the  King's  Bench  :" — "  I  Aonft^qtdte 
know,  Twist/'  says  my  father,  "  what 
you  mean  by  dished^  but  J  should  just 
wish  to  ask,  where  you  think  the  rest  jof 
kls  days  W\\\  be  passed  «(W?" — ''^O/! 
says  Mr.'Tv\ist,  **  faith,  I  nev^r  though^ 
of  that ;  my  neighbour  here,  Mr.  Har-i 
grave,  perhaps,  would  answer  that  better 
than  me,  but  poor  Tom,  I  must  con- 
less,  J  belieye,  did  x\^\much  thmk  q£ 
passing,  his  time  any  where  but  iefr^i 
gndw^en  he  wa^s  tired  of  ist,  be  madu 
bis  Ijow,  and  away  he  wf nt;"^ — "  an4 
left,"  says  my  father,  **  all  his  brother 
whi5)8*to.foHow^.I  suppose /'-r—"  ibliovr 
wheref'  says  Mr.  Twist.—"  I  di^^j. 
know,"  »ays;my  fathei?,  "but  not  I  thinly; 
>vbece  iheyuse^.- to  follow  him^i  whiclt 
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was  generally,  I  apprehend,  to  the  sfa^ 
ble ;" — "  aye,  often  indeed,"  says  Mr. 
Twist,  "  they  did  ;  it  would  have  done* 
your  heart  good  to  have  seen  the  style  in 
which  he  kept  his  horses^"—"  Well," 
Says  my  father,  "  I  am  glad  of  that  for 
tHe  sake  of  the  poor  horses,  for^  for 
what  I  know,  they  might  be  very  sensi-- 
ble  and  worthy  horses,  and  deserve  to 
be  pampered  and  high  /^rf;"— "  they 
did,  indeed,"  says  Mr.  Twist,  not  at  all 
•eeing  the  drift  of  the  insinuation. 

"  Well,"  says  my  father,  "  but  what 
do  you  really  think  Tom  Dash  will  ever 
do  in  a  world  w^ithout  horses^  or  stables^ 
or  whips^  or  hounds^  or  birds^  or  guns  ?" 
— "  I  don't  think  he'll- go  there,"  says 
Mr.  Twist: — '*  hold,"  says  my  father, 
**  remember  Twist,  he  must  go,  if  he's 
calledj  and  he  can't  shoot  himself  out  of 
the  other  world  as  he  has  shot  himself 
out  of  this ;"—"  that  I  can't  tell,"!  say* 
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Mr.  Twist  :—**  b«t  surely,"  says  my  far. 
thcr,  *  ■  you  can't  think  he  will  have  that 
power ;"— "  I  tell  you,"  says  Ms.  Twist, 
"  I  don't  know,  but  of  this  I  am  very 
certain,  that  he  had  power  to  go  out  of 
this  world  when  he  chose^  and  he  made 
use  of  it." — '^  It  seems  to  be  just  as  you 
say,^says  my  father,  "  and  yet  I  niueb 
question  the  truth  of  it"~"  How  so^" 
»ays  Mr.  Tw^ist,  "  what  did'nt  he  shoot 
himself?"  ''  Oh  1 1  don't  deny  thirt,"  say* 
my  father,  "  but  I  much  doubt  whether 
he  can  fairly  be  said  to  have  hsid  power 
to  do  it ;— yon,  yourself,  could  certainly 
shoot  me  at  this  moment  if.  you  cboae 
it,  but  do  you  think  tiie  £^mf\ifik$M^ 
you  power  to  do  it?  Do  you  t^kiif^^u 
could  safely  do  it,  \vitlK)ut  ^^^yl^l^ffl^f 
an  after-reckoning?"  "  O^  0,".say^J. 
Twist,  "  I  smoke  you  now;— ^u 
suicide  ?wt  lanj'ui  /" — "  I  do,"  says 
father^  "  can  you  think  otherwise 
"  To  besur?,"  says  Mr.  Twis^  •^  and 
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h  btit'  fair,'  that  as  we  came  into  thi#t 
world  without  our  own  consent,  we 
should  not  be  compelled  to  stay  in  it  if 
we  don't  like  it ;" — "  that'^s  very  good  in- 
deed," says  my  fatlier,  "  so  I, suppose 
you  think. when  a  culprit  is  put  upon  his 
frialy  because  he  is  brought  to  the  bar 
against  his  own  consent,  he  may  quit  the 
court  a4||||^.dwn  discretion,  and  not  w^it 
&>r  the  sentence  of  removal.^ 

"  I'll  tell  you  what,*'  says  Mr.  Twist, 
'^  I  eun  no  Parliament  man,  (I  was  going 
to  say  no  Parson,  but  I  would  not  for 
the  world  be  rude  to  Mr.  Hargrave  here,} 
but  I  say  I  am  uo  Parliament  man,  or 
Speechjjfiery  and  therefore  I  cannot  un- 
dertake to  argue  the  point  with  you,  but 
I  have  at  home,  a  Poem,  written  I  do 
*  Appose  by  one  of  the  cleverest  chaps  in 
Christendom,  where  the  business  is 
proved  to  a  nicety :  it  begins,  "  A'oerse 
from  Life,  nor  xvctl  ^rc^olved  to  die.'' — 
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**  I  wish  I  could  ^repeat  it,  but  I'll  give 
it  to  my  friend  Bob  here,  to-morrow,  tind 
he  shall  read  it  to  you ; — if  you  can  an- 
swer that^  then  I  will  be  ready  to  confess 
that  poor  Ton^  Dash  had  better  have 
staid  where  he  was  j"— "  you  had  bet- 
ter/' says  my  father,.  "  give  it  tp  Bob,' 
for  if  you  give  it  to  me,  fifty  to  one  but 
I  put  it  in  the  fire ;"— "  I  would  not 
part  with  it  for  the  world,"  says  Mr. 
Twist,  "  so  don't  play  tricks  with  it,  T 
only  say,  awwer  it."  -  »  /^  ^ 

Mj  father  begged,  he  would  send  it ;— ^ 
^^  itVill  surely  be  pleasant,^'  says  he,[ 
^^  to  any  of  us,  nay,  an  extreme  happi-*: 
iie3S,  to  learn  that  we  may  shoot  our- 
selves whenever  we  please ;  only  'till  I 
see  the  Poem,  be  assured,  Twist,  that  I 
wont  believe  we  possess  any  such  power 
or  privilege ;— no,  not  if  ten  thou^nC?^^ 
Tom  Dashes  were  to  shoot  themselvc  "* 
befoni  mj  face."— J^st  at  this  moment  4^ 
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fummons  to  tea  arrived,  and  we  arose 
to  go  to  the  drawing-room. 

My  father,  I  really  believe,  felt  glad 
to  have  inveigled  Mr.  Twist,  as  it  were, 
into  an  argument  of  this  sort,  hoping  in 
time  to  be  able  to  open  his  eyes  a  little 
to  the  extreme  folly,  worthies sness*,  and 
absurdity  of  thfe  life  led  by  himself,  and 
loo  manjr  of  his  acquaintance. 

Aftehtca,  .we' had  Delia^  which  made, 
I  suppose;  Ks  usual  impressions  upon  us 
both  ;— that  is,  it  made  Miss  Twist  think 
of  me,  and  me  of  Emily'Mandeville;  I 
confess,  I  could  not  help  thinking  moro 
than  ever  of  the  latter.  Thinks-I-to-mi/- 
scif,  surely,  nothing  can  render  it  very 
decorous  in  me  to  ennoble  the  daugh- 
iX!t'  of  ^  stable-keeper^  a  grooms  a  hunts* 
■ur;?,  the  finend  of  murderers  and 
micidest 
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The  neact  day  the  Poem  came,  diiect- 
ed  to  the  reader's  most  humble  servant^ 
that  is,  to  me,  the  clodpole,  and  fitlj 
enough ;  for,  jThinks-Jnto-inys^,.  •  Mn 
Twist  surely  fancies  I-sball  aever  conse^jt 
to  marry  his  daughter  unless  I  have  free 
leave  from  God  and  man,  to  quit  th« 
Korfd  ^t. any.  time  afterwards  that  I 
pleasq  !  Upon  running  my  eye  ov^r  the 
poem,  I  began  to  think  it  migl^t  be  ijuite 
safe  in  Mr.  Twist's  jbands,  for  it  seemed 
to- me  much  above  i)oth' the  eicttat  of  his. 
comprehension,  and  ihe  jofi^ure  of  his 
taste.; — the  lines  were  nervous,  ^ropg, 
and  apparently  from  the  hand  of  a  mas- 
ter:— I  carried  them  to  my  father,  he 
read  them  very  attentively: — "  jHLav^ 
jfoti  read  them?"  says  he- — *^  I  have. 
Sir/'  says  I : — **  Do  ypu  like  tliem  ?" 
says  my  father. — :".!  think  the,lipes,.a» 
certainly  strong,  aiid  ihe  poetryi  jgood.j 
— "  but  the  argument^    says  my  feth^Ti; 
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— "  I  should  widb,  Sir,  to  cb»5ider  it 
Hiore,"  says  I ;— **^d©,  my  boy, "says  my 
father,  "  and  «ikid  put  down  trpon  any 
ficrap  of  paper,  your  objections  as  yoii 
go  along,  if  anyoccor.** 

I  took  the  poem  fram  Ihih,  and,  as 
was  generally  the  case,  when  I  wanted 
to  consider  things  with  particular  atten- 
tion, I  walked  into  the  park  with  the 
poem  in  my  pocket; — when  there,  I  pe- 
Tused  it  again  earefully ;  noted  my  ob- 
jections with  a  pencil,  as  my  father  had 
desired,  and  was  going  to  return,  when; 
ThinkS'I-to^mfself^  why  not  answer  it  in 
verse  ?|r^I  retired  into  a  more  secluded 
part  of  the  park,  and  taking  stanza  by 
stanza,  went  through  the  whole,  'till  I 
had  written  a  regular  reply.  .  i 

/jtf.  I  carried  it  in  haste  to  my  father,  and 

'^%e  ran  witli  it  eagerly  to  Mr.  Hargrave ; 

as^  they,  both  approved  of  it,  I  wrote  it 
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out  fair,  dnd  as  they  seemed  to  thbk  it 
-  .  a  proper  reply  to  a  mischievous  poem, 
which,  for  what  I  know,  may  still  be  tra- 
velliug  about  the  world  alone,  as  was  the 
case  when  it  came.into  my  hands,  I  shall 
here  present  the  reader  with  the  compa- 
nion I  ventured  to  provide  for  it,  sin- 
cerely hoping  that  no  Tom  Dash  will 
henceforward  shoot  himself,  'till  he  has 
carefully  read  both  i — as  for  the  poetry 
of  the  latter,  I  care  not  a  fig  about  it;  I 
can  only  assert,  which  I  do  most  .posi- 
•  tiVfely,  that  the  argument  it  contains  will 
for  ever  prevent  my  Tojn  Dashing  my 
own  brains  out,  yea,  though  I  should 
happen  to  be  wedded  to  such  another  as 
Aliss  Twist* 
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THE  SUICIDE. 

A.VERSE  from  Life,  nor  well  re8olv*d  to  die> 
UsM  but  to  murmur  1  retain  mj  breath ; 

Yet  pant,  enlarg'd  from  this  c^uU  worW  to  fry 
The  hospitable  though  cold  arms  of  Death* 

What  future  joys  should  bid  me  wish  to  live  ? 

What  flattVing  dreams  of  better  days  remain? 
What  prospect  can  obscure  existence  give, 

A  recompence  for  penury  and  pain  ? 

Is  there  an  hope  that,  o^er  this  unton'd  frame. 
Awakened  Health  her  wonted  glow   shall 
spread? 
Is  there  a  path  I'o  pleasure,  wealth  or  fafm?. 
Which  sickness,  languor,  and  rencorse  can 
tread? 

Why  therefore  should  I  doubt,  what  should  I 
fearf 
Why  for  a  moment  longer  bear  my  griefs 
Behold ! — my  gfeat  Deliverer  is  near,— 
-   Immec^ate  as  I  wish  his  prompt  rtfief».    ^ 

VOL.  I.  I* 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


218 

Oh  !  Instance  strange  of  free  but  blinded  will^ 
Discussed  so  much^  so  little  understood  i 

To  bear  the  (<ertaint^  of  present  ill^ 

Before  the  certain  chance  of  ill  or  good; 

But  what  that  chance ! — Why  be  it  what  it  may. 
Still  'tis  a  chance^ — and  here  my  woes  are 
sure  ? 

— -''  Yet  think  these  woes  are  sorrows  of  a  day. 
While  those  to  ail  eternity  endure T 

Tliink  of  the  horrors  of  eternal  pain ; 

'*   [tnaginati'  n  startles  at  the  name ;  ^ 
Nor  can  impress  upon  the  labouring  brain. 

Duration  endless  stifl,  and  still  the  same.**-— 

Well   hast  thou    said; — nor  can  it    b^    iui- 
press'd — 

Has  blind  credulity,  that  abject  slave,   ' 
Who  thinks  his  nothingness,  for  ever  blcss'd. 

Shall  hold  eternal  triumph  o'er  the  graved 

When  oceans  cease  to  roll,  rocks  melt  away, 
Atlas  and  iEtna  sink  into  the  piaki ; 

The  gkrious  Sii  ],  ihe  elefnenfs  decay. 

Shall  Man^  CreatioD's  flimsiest  work  remain  ? 
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What  shall  remain  of  Man  ?  His  outwaid  frame? 

Soon  shall  that  moulder  to  its  native  dust! 
Or  haply  that  unbodied  subtle  fllime, 

Which  occupies  and  animates  the  bust  ? 

Let  but  a  finger  ache,  the  kindred  Soul, 
Its  intimate  alliance  shall  perceive ; 

Let  ultimate  destruction  grasp  the  whole. 
The  Soul  immortal  and  unchanged  shall  live  i 

Stop  but  one  conduit,  and  the  tone  is  lost. 
But,  burst  each  pipe,  and  tear  up  every  key ; 

TheB  shall  the  decompounded  Organ's  ghost. 
Swell  the  loud  peal  of  endless  harmony  ? 

So  shall  that  quality  whose  powVs  arise 

.  From  various  parts  by  nicest  art  arranged  j 
With  every  shock  they  suffer,  sympathise. 
Yet  after  their  destruction  live  unchang'd. 

So  much  for  argument,  the  Legend's  vain 
Of  Priestly  craft,  reach  not  th*  ingenuous- 
mind  ; 

Let  knaves  invent  and  folly  will  maintain. 
The  wildest  system  th^  deludes  uiaokuid^. 
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Did  there  exist  the  very  Hell  they  paint. 
Were  there  the  very  Heav'n  they  desire ; 

Twere  hard  to  choose^  a  Devil  or  a  Saint^ 
Eternal  SiDg-Soiig,  or  Eternal  Fire  ? 

Ye  idle  Hopes  of  future  joyj^  farewell! 

Farewell  ye  groundless  fears  of  future  woe  ! 
Lo !  the  sole  argument  on  whic  h  to  dwells 

Shall  I^  or  shall  I  not^  this  life  forego  i 

I  Enow  the  storm  that  waits  my  destined  headj 
The  trifling  joys  I  yet  may  hope  to  rjeap; 

The  momentary  pang  1  have  to  dreadj 

The  state  of  undisturb'd  undreaming  sleep  ! 

Then  all  is  known^ — atid  all  is  Jcnown  too 
well. 

Or  to  distract,  or  to  delay  my  choice  ;— 
Ho  hopes  solicit,  and  no  fears  rebel, 

Against  mine  ultimate  determined  voice* 

Had  I  suspicions  that  a  future  state 
Might  yet  exist,  as  haply  I  have  none  ; 

'Twere  worth  the  cost  to  venture  on  my  fate^ 
Impeird  by  curiosity  alone.— 
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Sated  with  Iife>  and  amply  gratified 
In  every  varied  pleasure  life  can  give^ 

One  sole  enjoyment  yet  remains  untried. 
One  only  novelty j— to  cease  to  live, 

^ot  yet  reduc'd  a  scornful  alms  to  crave. 
Not  yet  of  those  with  whom  I  live,  the  sport } 

No  great  man's  pander^  parasite^  or  slave, 
O  death !  I  seek  thy  hospitable  port  I 

Thou  like  a  Vii^in  in  her  bridal  sheet, 
Seemest  prepared  consenting  kind  to  lie  ^ 

The  happy  bridegcoom^  T^  with  hasty  feet> 
Fly  to  thy  arms  in  raptVous  extacy  I 
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ANSWER. 

JVe  VER  more  modulate  with  your  aweet  aid^ 
Ye  gentle  Muses  t  such  unhallowed  strains  ! 

'^  Resolv'd  to  die  ;'^  shall  this  by  Man  be  said  ? 
Thankless  for  pleastit^j  «baU   he  bear  no 
pains? 

To  Him  wlio  from  the  cold  tomb  hopes  to 
rise. 
Death's  icy  arms  full  '^  hospitable"  are ; 
But  who,  averse  from  this  world,  murm'ring 
flies. 
Thy  sting,  O  Grave!  mi8tatingly.inay  dare  ! 

Why  dost  thou  ask,  if  flattVing  hopes  remain  ? 

If  to  thy  *'  unton'd  frame"  health  may  return  ? 
Sure  to  new  scenes  of  [>leasure  or  of  pain. 

Some  band  may  burst  the  cerements  of  tbjr 
urn. 
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The  varying  seasons^  expectation  give  : 

Go  to  the  dos'd-up  buds  in  winter's  gloom^ 

Ask  by  wha^  recreating  power  th^y  live. 
In  gay  spring-tide  xoho  renovates  their  bloom! 

This  is  experience: — but  the  grave's  unkno^m? 

From  pain,  from  sickness,  and  from  penury; 
From  earthly  tribulations,  when  thouVt  flown. 

How  dost  thou  know  Death  will  deliver  thee? 

It  is  no  instance  of  a  hlinded  will 
To  ishun  a  chance  so  little  understood; 

Better  to  bear  the  weight  of  present  ill, 
Han  risk  the  certain  loss  of  future  good. 

What  is  thy  chance  then  ?-^Here  thy  lot  is  sure: 
'The  days  of  Man  are  threescore  years  and  ten,'* 
And  seldom  more ;— how  long  they  wcry  endur^^ 
The  wisest  4nows  not,  if  we  live  again* 

Why  does  Eternity  so  startle  you  ? 

Say,  is  it  easier  to  comprehend, 
flTiat  powers  this  migljty  system  can  undo^ 

And  evei7-thjng  annihilate  and  end?- 
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Exert  tby  reason^  surely  that's  no  slave;  [knomf 
Why  sliould'st  thoutru8t,to  what  ih(mcan*stnot 
Thy  thoughts  destroy  us,  reason  strives  tosave^ 
And  unpresuming^  says,  it  may  be  so. 

Should  ^'  Oceans  cease  toroll.  Rocks  meltaway^ 
^'  Atlas  and  ^tna  sink  into  a  plain^ 

''  The  glorious  Sun,  the  elements  decay,* 
Man,  the  Creator's  image,  may  remain  \ 

AH  may  remain  of  Man!  His  outward  frama 
May  (or  the  present  moulder  and  decay ;. 

But  yet  not  lost^  if  God  remain  the  same  ; 
He  hath  called  unformd  beings  into  da^ 

Ijet  but  a  fioger  achev  the  kindred  soul 
Its  intimate  alliance  may  perceive ; 

Yet  cut  oflf  limbs,  the  mind  continues  whole^. 
Uninjur'd,  unimpared,  it  yet  may  live ! 

Stop  but  one  conduit,  and  the  tone  is  lost  ^ 
And,  burst  each  pipe,  and  tear  up  every  key ; 

Still  for  some  new-forija'd  frame,  the  ^  Oi]ga«'s 
May  yet  exist ;  unaltered  Harmon^'  ?  [GliOtot/ 
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So  tnay  '^  that  quality^**  whose  pmv'rs  arise 
Not  from  man*s  feeble  and  decaying  frames 

With  every  shock  it  suffers  sympathise^ 
Yet  after  its  destruction^  live  the  sanie. 

May  this  be  argument ; — th*  ingenuous  mind 
Builds  not  on  Priestly  crafty  or  legends  vain; 

Sure  the  sad  system  that  destroys  mankind^ 
Knaves  have  invented^  foUy  does  maintain  I 

Is  there  the  Hell  that  Holy  Writ  declares. 
The  Heav'n  we  hope  for,  is  it  really  such. 

The  wretch  that  shrinh  from  this  world  and  its 
cares 
In  such  a  choice^  would  hesitate  not  much* 

'^  Shall  I,  or  shall  I  hot,  this  life  forego  ?**— • 
This  is  the  argument  on  which  you'd  dwell ; 

Yet  sure  'tis  weak,  unknowing  where  you  go, 
To  bid  the  chances  of  this  world  farewell. 

The  will  of  Heav'n's  conceal'd  from  human  rvc! 

How  dare  you  say,  you  *'  kn^ft'  the  storm  to 
come  r" 
The  parting  pang  .mdy  he  but  momentary. 

But  may  tliere  be  no  dreaming  in  the  tomb? 
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All  is  not  kn^wn : — yet  sure  enough  is  seen 
Much  to  delay  and  counteract  thy  cboice : 

Hopes  should  solicit^  fears  shotUd  intervene 
Against  thy  rash  and  iU-determin'd  voice. 

Thy  curiosity  will  soon  be  o'er ; 

Why.  should'st  thou  go  in  danger  all  alone  ? 

Can*st  thou  not  tarry  one  short  moment  more? 

^  The  term  of  this  Life's  limited  and  known. 

Sated  wirii  Ufe/and  all  its  varying  joys. 
Try  no  new  scene,  you  cannot  judge  of  well; 

God  in  bis  own  good  time  will  raise  his  voice^ 
If  you  believe  not  Heavn,  yet  risk  not  Hell ! 

''No  great  man s  pander,  parasite,  or  slave, 
•^'  Nor  yet  of  those  with  whom  you  live,  the 
sport; 
"  Nor  yet  reduc'd  a  scornful  alms  to  crave,*^ 
Why  like  a  fugitive  to  death  resort  i 

Death's  arms  are  hospitable  but  to  tliose 
Who  have  fulfill'd  on  Earth  HeavVs  high 
decrees;  i        ' 

The  Go(mI  in  the  cold  grave  may  find  repose^ 
And  wake  at  last  to  Heavenly  ecstacies.  . 
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My  father  would  have  the  answer  sent 
to  Nicotium  Castle,  and  he  got  Mr. 
Hargrave  to  carry  it ; — what  Mr.. Twist 
said  to  it  Mr.  Hargrave  would  never 
exactly  tell  us,  but  he  assured  us,  that 
before  he  left  him,  Mr.  Twist  expressed 
a  wibh  that  poor  Tom  Dash  had  read  it ; 
—  he  afterwards  acknowledged  to  my 
father,  tliathe  would  look  sharp  himself 
before  he  ever  took  such  a  leap  :  so  tha^ 
altogether,  I  believe,  it  did  good;— but 
as  for  arguing  the  matter  much,  he  was 
certainly  not  very  capable  of  it  either  in 
prose  or  verse. 


END    OF    VOL.  I. 


JLau'  and  Gilbert^  Mntera,  St  JoW^Sqwrn^  Un4eo. 
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TIIINKS-I-TaMYSJiLF,  &c. 


JN  OT  long  after  the  visit  described  in 
the  former  volume,  and  the  writing  of  tli6 . 
poem,  I  strolled  down  to  the  Vicarage, 
thinking  in  my  own  mind  that  I  would 
soon  muster  up  courage  to  disclose  to 
Emily  the  situation  of  my  heart.  While 
I  was  there,  my  mother  and  sister  called,, 
and,  quite  unexpectedly  to  me,  proposed 
taking  Emily  home  in  the  carriage  to 
pass  three  or  four  days  at  the  Hall ; — 
bmnp^  bump  J  bmnp-^  bump^  went  my  poor 
HlP^rt  directly:— th«  invitation  was  ac^ 
rcepted,  and  she  actually  returned  xvitfa 
them. — I  want  on  to  Mrs.  Pidget*s  wnb ; 

VOL,  II.  B 
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a  message  from  my  mother,  rejoicing 
all  the  May  of  course  at  the  thoughts 
of  finding  Emily  at  the  Hall  on  my 
return. 

Now  I  suppose,  that  any  body  who 
fiever  had  my  coP7piawty\vou]d  naturally  : 
conclude,  that  all  the  time  Emily  staid 
at  Grumblethorpe,  I  was  particularly  . 
lively  and  gay  :  exerted  all  my  talents 
to  amuse  her  and  engage  her  attention ; 
—nothing  of  the  kind  ! — I  \vas  ten  times 
more  shy  of  her  than  of  Miss  Twist : — 
if  I  spoke  to  her  upon  the  most  common 
occasion,  it  was  always  under  some  em- 
barrassment, and  if  I  attempted  at  any 
time  to  be  witty  and  facetious,  nothing 
could  possibly  exceed  the  nonsense  that 
came  out  of  my  mouth,  so  that  at  last  I 
began  seriously  to  think  of  laying  aside 
that  organ  of  speech^  and  of  talking  to 
her  merely  with  my  eyes:— -with  the  lat- 
ter, I  felt  far  more  capable  of  discoursing^ 


V 


Digitized  by  VjOOQI^ 


with  her,  and  had  no  reason  to  think 
such  ocular  language  was  very  unintel- 
ligible to  her  : — had  she  had  but  confi- 
dence and  assurance  enough  to  a7rszt>pr 
'me,  (which  however,  I  liked  her  Only 
the  better  for  not  having)  I  make  no 
doubt  but  that  the  exact  state  of  both  our 
hearts  might  have  been  made  known  to 
each  other  without  the  utterance  of  letter, 
syllable,  word,  or  sentence. 

One  evening,  •  during  her  stay,  the 
Twists  came.— I  believe  they  wondered 
to  see  the  companion  my  sister  had 
chosen. — Nothing  could  exceed  the  as-, 
surance  with  which  Miss  Twist  appeared 
to  make  me  her  own : — had  she  had  a 
spark  of  real  love  for  me,  she  would 
tave  been  more  diffident^  as  I  knew  by 
my  own  feelings.  While  we  were  amus- 
ing ourselves  all  together  witli  charades ^ 
riddles  J  thread-paper  z?er^e^,  and  otlvr 
such  wonderful  efforts  of  geniu3,  she 
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clipped  a  paper  into  my  hands,  which 
she  said  was  a  conundrum;  when  I 
opened  it,  I  found  it  to  be,— 

*f  If  you  love  me,9»  I  love  you^ 
f*  Need  this  twain  be  longer  too  9^ 

which  I  apprehend  she  had  learnt  of  her 
housemaid ;  I  pretended  to  laugh  at  it, 
but  am  ashamed  to  say,  was  at  the  same 
tim^  inwardly  provoked  to  thhik  torm/sdf 
the  following  short  reply,-^ 

''  If  yau  love  me,  as  /  love  you, 
'^  I  know  the  reason  wky  we're  tKo" 

But  indeed  I  verily  believe  that  the 
twain  wer^  upon  pretty  e^ual  terms, 
and  that  she  did  really  love  tnc  much 
about  as  well  as  /  loved  her;  how  n^any 
ttvain  under  such  circumstances  beconnir 
one  in  the  course  of  every  year,  1  pre- 
tend not  even  to  guess/but  perhaps^  now 
and  theUf  riches  and  coronets  do  meet 
together  underno  better  circumstances; 
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^        pei^aps  some  thnes^ under  worse;  I  know 
nothing  about  it 


I  bc^an,  however,  to  be  very  confi- 
dent that  some  ecclaircis^entent  must 
take  place  very  sood^  but  M  ]  studiously 
avoided  giving  her  any  encouragement^ 
I  was  in  hopes  wm^  .of  tlie  elders  of 
the  party  would  think  fit  to  begin  the 
enquiry  I  wished  to  be  made  into  the 
state  of  n^  sentiments*  Emily  staid 
with  us  feur  days ;— during  Ivblch  time, 
though  I  had  not  suffered  a  vow  or  a 
ptromse^  or  even  an  enquiry  to  pass  my 
lq>Sy  I  yet  felt  satisfied  that  I  .Imd  made 
many  communications  of  this  nature  with 
my  eyes;-^  I  was  at|lt|  however,  undet^ 
considerable  alarm  about  the  state  of  Ae/» 
heart; — she  had  a  coisiii  who  often  vi^ 
sited  at  the  Vicarage,  )u?t  about  her 
own  age;— whose  eyes  I  could  have 
poked  out  ^t  any  time,  anrj  given  them 
to  the  birds,  I  felt  eo  afraid  of  them^  for 
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he  looked  at  her  as  well  as  me^  and  while 
she  was  with  us,  she  was  working  him  a 
purse.  The  first  time  I  discovered  who 
this  purse  was  for,  I  passed  the  «^hole 
night  without  once  closing  my  eyes,  in 
such  an  agony  of  distress,  and  despair, 
and  torment,  that  it  is  a  great  wonder  I 
was  not  quitea  corpse  before  the  morning* 

J  have  often  heard  this,  and  that,  and 
t'other  pai/i  mentioned,  as  the  xvorst  that 
mortals  can  endure; — such  as  the  tooth* 
achey  ear-ache,  head^chef  cramp  in  tke 
calf  iff  t^c  legy  a  boily  or  a  btister  ; — now 
I  protest  though  I  have  tried  all  these^ 
nothing  seems  to  me  at  all  to  come  up  to 
a  pretty  sharp  Jit  of  Jealousy. — Give  me 
the  man  that  will  lay  quite  quiet  all  night 
in  his  bed,  and  ^leep  con^posedlvi  after 
be  has  had  reason  to  suspect,  that  some 
ether  man  b  of  far  more  account  than 
himself  in  the^yes  of  his  mistress  ?  io9 
mj  own  part  the  torture  of  such  a  ^to 

fi      ^.  ,.       Digitized  by  Google 


of  mind  always  appeared  to  me  so  transit 
cendantly  terrible,  that  even  now  1  bad 
rather  have  the  tooth-ache^  ear-ache^ 
and  cramp  all  of  once^  with  a  blister  on 
my  back  into  the  bai'gain^  than  undergo 
ivhat  I  felt,  the  night  of  which  I  apeak ; 
I  mean,  when  I  found  that  the  purse 
Emily  was  netting,  (and  which  I  had 
been  every  evening  admiring,)  was  pre- 
mised to  her  cousin ; — I  have  heard  since 
that  h^  i$  really  a  very  good  aort  of 
young  man,  c^nd  yet  that  night  I  could 
not  get  it  out  of  my  head  that  he  was  a 
devil  I — a  downright  devil  /^"^jftendl  I 
suppose  this  was  all  very  natural,  biUt 
it  serves  to  shew,  what  blunders  natuj^ 
may  make  when  she  goes  to  work  with- 
out reason.^ — Thinks^I^to-myselff  most 
certainly,  "  la  raispn  t^est  pas  ce  qui 
regie  Vamour.^^ 

What  will  the  reader  think  was  tlie 
state  x>i  my  mind,  when  a  little  whiJe 
aiterwardsj  my  sister  having  galled  at 
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the  FiearMge^  brought  mc  back  a  purse 
ciactly  of  the  same  pattern :— **  There,'* 
say*  she,  **  Robert,  you  are  in  luck  ; — 
you  admireil  the  purse  so  much  that 
Miss  Mandevflle  was  netting  while  she 
was  with  OS,  that  she  has  been  at  thie 
trouble  of  working  another  for  you  ex* 
actly  like  it,  of  which  she  begs  your  ao 
ceptanoe;—- it  is  not  quite  the  same>  I 
see,"  says  she,  "  for  I  observe  she  has 
honoured  you  with  gold  tassels  instead  of 
Mik  ones/'  I  leave  you  to  guess,  gtntlc 
sentimental  reader,  whether  the  parse 
would  h#ve  at  all  risen  in  value,  had  it 
1)ee]»fitled  brim  full  with  all  Miss  Twists 
;  liQQjireds  of  thousands  of  pounds. 

y 

Two  or  three*  mornings  after  this  deaf 
•adj^recious  present  was  made  to  me^— 
(I  cannot  help  stopping  now  to  think 
1k>w  often  I  kissed  it,)  while  we  were  at 
l^reakfasl^  the  post  came  in,  and  my  fa* 
ther  opened  one  of  the  letters,-^**  tbe 
,  deu<M$  take  it,"  says  hc^  **its  com^  tt 
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hstV^  7ili«Si^/-'fo-ifiyW^whati8«ome? 
«^bttt  my  mother  said  it  out  aloud  ;--> 
^  /y&rfV  COTfie  at  last,  Mr.Dennont?'*— 
'"  Aye/*  says  my  father,  "  poor  Mr. 
Defintmt  I  yoxx  must  take  leave  of  hiniy 
I  am  afraid,  for  ever  r~"<Jood  God,'' 
Wys  my  mofter  **  what  do  you  mean  V 
tind  wttB  oear  famtit^g : — fi>y  fath^,  God 
4)elp  him,  bad  not  the  smallest  iuteution 
of  exciting  such  alarm ; — ^wben  he  saw 
my  mother  turn  so  pale,,  he  was  frighv 
toed  -out  of  bis  wits ; — "  Lord,'*  says  he„ 
^^ho^  could  I  besucih  an  ideot;  it's  no^ 
'^ng  but  tliat  nasty  Scotch  Baronf^  ttiat 
is  borne;  for  old  Lady  Tay-0fidrTtmbk  is 
llBad^  and  I  nm  IxH*d  Kilgarnock  ^ 

'  (Never  did[  a  peerage,  I  believe,  Sc^Ktc^ 
English,  "or  Irish,  meet  with  a  more  un^ 
i^^elcoHie  reception;  for  %ve  were  all 
tbo  iniich  octopied  with  the  recovery  of 
tey  mother  to  tske  any  fwftber  notice  if 
It,  iBo  4hat  by;  4h#  tkiie  ^t.  liarfEMa 
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goiaed  the  brealifa&t-  party^tlie  Baroms^ 
Kilgarnock  ^cem^d  to  .have  quite  ,facr 
^otten  it,  for  as  soon  as^  he  entered,— 
"  Do/' says  slie,  *'  Mr\,Ikrmont„  make 
Mr.  Hargrarve  under&Uiad  that  w§  are 
not  all  crazy^  for.  I  am  sure  he  must 
think  so :" — as  my  -mother  got  better^  wf 
of  course  returned  to.omr.  seatSjt  and  ^i^ 
Mr,  Hergrave  ^m  duly  niade  ao^aainted 
with  all  that  had  passed.  "  -  . 

It  was,  settled,  however,  that^not  ft 
>^^^  at  present  should  be  said  about iti 
— -'♦  |pr  ^od!s  sake/'  says  my  fatfiei^ 
"^  ]et  vQfi  take  breath  a*  little  before  it  to 
made  known,  im  I  fear  I  shall  spcfiji  bH 
surfeited  with  "  my  Lord^^  and  ^^your 
L^rd^hipr--\X  coiSft  oot,  Ww^et;  he 
kept  secret  long,  for  in  two  hours  aftei( 
fiii expr^s  anived,  requirioj^py  father's 
presence  je  Sff^l^nd^  if  possible^  or  if 
mt  {^ssfble,  Ati  l€^}«  '^  Londqn^  to  aigr^ 
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therefore  transpired,  and  Mr.  Dermmt 
became  my  Lordy  —  and  for  my  own 
part,  let  the  title  come  as  it  would,  I,  oi 
ftU  people  in  the  world,  had  reason  to  be 
glad ;  for  nothing  could  be  more  puzzling, 
than  my  own  appellation  before  my  fa- 
ther became  a  lord,  for  being  not  far 
advanced  beyond  my  boyhood^  some  of 
the  ^servants  would  stHl  continue  to  call 
tne  Mcuster  Bobby ;  some  advancing  a 
little  further,  would  call  me  Mr.  Bobby  ;. 
some  Mr.  Robert,  and  some,  Mr.  Robei;^^ 
Dermont ; — but  now  the  point  wae  bap* 
pily  settled  : — the  Honourable  Bob  or 
Bobby  wonld  never  do,  tlie  Honourable 
Robert  was  quite  right  in  mattersf  of  form, 
•but  for  colloqbial  purposes  and  cases  of 
personal  a'ddress,*%/r.  Dermont  became 
rny  exclusive  property.  *^ 

It  was  curious  to  see  hovir  mfttty  h<^es^ 
we  received  ift  the  tompas#*of  a^fisir 
^ys,  direete#  to  iim*9ligkt  BmtMg^^ 

Digitized  by  Google^ 


12 

'Z^dif  Kitgamock.  —  Poor  Miss^  Twbt 
niade  a  blunder  tliat  was  very  natural, 
but  almost  laughable  from  its  coming 
so  soon  ;  for  on  the  very  evening  of  the 
day  the  news  cs^ne,  my  sister  received  a 
note  from  lier,  directed  to  the  honourable 
A^s  Kilgarnock; — slie  fancied,  poor 
thing,  that  we  were  KUgamocked  from 
one  end  of  the  family  to  the  other^  and 
U>at  DermoiU  was  become  quite  a  ple- 
beian name^ — a  mer6;  cast  away. 

The  first  person  1 3fiw  after  the  said 
j^  f ival  of  the  title,  was  Mr«  Mande* 
vUle*  If  the  reader  thinks  he  made  a 
lowfor  bo\?  to  the  HimuriAle  Mr.  Bob 
^han  usual,  he  will  be  much  luistakfp^ 
ibr  he  came  on  the^contrary,  expressly 
to  chide  and  rebuke  mne,  almost  to  insult 
me  >^Emibf  hav)^  made  me  a  present 
.  of  n  purse,  I  naturufyf  but  perhaps 
^ill  w^out  r&asm^  ^wto  oi;|gbt  alw^g^a 
ijQ^'be  at  hand  loehedjp^.hor  wayward 

y         '  ^  Digitized  by  VjCDQIC  ,.  _  * 


13 

sister)  had  wished  to  make  Inr  some 
present  la  return,  and  because  i  was 
far  from  London  and  every  other  place 
where  a  sumptuous  present  might  be 
purchased,  i  had  begged  my  sister  to 
let  me  have  back  a  locket  1  bad  given 
her  with  my  hair  in  it,  very  prettily  or* 
namented  with  pearls. — ^This  present, 
Mr*  Alandeville  in  much  form  brought 
back  to  me ;-— my  heart  bumped  as  much 
as  ever,  though  I  had  become  the  Ho- 
nourable ; — ^he  gave  it  back  in  my 
4iand,  and  begged  I  would  on  no  ac- 
count give  her  such  a  present : — '^  If 
you  have  some  paltry  thing,'*  says  he, 
*^  about  the  worth  of  her  purse  to  send 
back^  I'll  freely  take  it,  as  a  present 
from  one  play-fdlow  to  another,  but  as 
for  your  lockets  and  hair,  I  must  not 
admit  such  things/—"  My  dear  Mfi 
Mandeville,''  says  I,  "  you  shall  ha;m 
what  you  please^  only  let  me  beg,  (hat 
if  /  i^ye  it  io  ^^^ou^  yoQ  will  not  ymsAj 
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fancy  that  you  have  the  worth  of  t&e 
purse  : — how  much  I  value  it,  I  neither 
dare  tell  you,  or  any  body  else  ;-*- 
he  shook  me  by  the  hand,  and  wished 
ine  good  bye,  taking  with  him  a  meFe^ 
fancy  seal  that  I  had  brought  froix> 
Scotland* 

Any  body  will  suppose  that  we  were 
now  seldom  without  company,  but  the 
title,  I  plainly  saw,  had  redoubled  att 
the  attacks  of  the  Twist  family,  so  that 
at  last,  I  fairly  felt  it  necessary  to  speak 
to  Mr*  Hargrave  trbout  it. — As  wfe 
were  .  riding  together  one  day, — "  I 
see,"  says  I,  **  my  dear  Sir,  some  things 
*daily  happen,  that  I  am  afraid  will 
one  time  or  other  occasion  mlsundfer- 
standings,  if  not , disappointments:—! 
see  that  both  at  home  and  ut  Nicotiurh 
Castle,  expectations  are  entertained  that 
I  shall  one  time  or  other  marry  Miss 
Twist;— my  good  fotbtr,  I  think>  bte 
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partly  set  his  heart  upon  it^  but  the 
Twists,  I  am  sure,  make  certahi  of  k: 
— it  is  fit,  therefore,  1  thmlr,  that  I 
should,  openly  and  explicitly,  explain  to 
somebody,  that  that  match  never  can 
tiake  place  I  Nothing,  I  (hink,  can  ewr 
possibly  persuade  me  to  marry  a  wo* 
man  so  erroneously  and  so  foolishly 
educated: — c^.  her.  person  I  say'  no- 
thing.— If  I  could  love  her,  I  should 
not  care  about  the  frame  her  soul  hap- 
pened to  be  set  in, — but  I  eannst.^^ 
Her  father  is  to  me  little  less  tteifa  ^ 
object  of  sovereign  contempt,  exce{>t 
that  I  pity  him,  and  therefore  would  'go 
fai*  to  do  him  any  good. — Her  mother 
is  a  weak,  vain,  fantastical  woman,  and 
after  this,  what  can  we  expect  tha 
daughter  to  be,  except  indeed^  I  mult 
^bserve^  that  it  might  b&  otherwise  if 
.  Miss  Watson  had  full  sway  :-7then  she 
m^kt  be  something;  but  witii^a  fatb€r 
aiwl  jpotbec  su  deptorabfy  igndrai^^  ^aa 
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angel  of  a  f^OTerness  cc^d  do  nothing; 
I  leave  it  to  you,  my  deir  Sir^  ia 
make  this  known  to  my  father,  and 
^at  I  may  he  as  ingenuous  fui  possitrfe, 
"--I  wish  to  add  at  once,  that  my  beeort 
IS  otherwise  jebgaged^  and  I  tiunk  ih-'^ 
idelil^Iy  so." 

Here  I  atn^ped  ;--and  Mr.  Hai^gr«te 
stopped  aIso,-*-^s  horse  I  mean^  for  as 
yet  .be  had  said  nothing ;-^howdv8r» 
after  a  Hlfle  recoHectton,  he  rdde  on  t^e* 
''  I  have  listened/*  says  he,  ^'  attenli«dly 
to  all  you  have  ^said.^ — Young  mea  and 
eld  oten  see  things  :sp  dlfiferiently,  that  I 
cannot  pretend  ayen  to  guess  what  yeilr 
father  will  say  p  this : — I  know  thai4ie 
ha^s  n  you  obsery^  partly  set  his  mind 
#n  your  marryiog  Mi^Twist^  and  ewfy 
body  else,  I  can  safely  say,  expects  ft 
— You  think  otherwise,  but  it  is  fooHlh 
to  faney»  tbat  Uiough  you  ve  Ikeir  la  a* 
.tiile^  three  btUidwil  thonsund  poamb 


5y(T6< 


oogle 


i 


17 

woe  %iiomiiliousIy  to  be  rejected. — I 
know  perfectly  well  that  they  are  at 
your  Goiii{mitid.«<--*ODe  word  from  your- 
self might  for  ever  umie  these  two  nabk 
and  wntiguauM  estates.— 1  am  afraid  you 
are  wealc,  thou]^  I  ooniess  you  appear 
BtrODg.*-«Your  mouth  speaks  witdy, 
but  I  fear  your  heart  judges  foolishly." 
— "My dear  Sir,"  says  I,  "  say  not 
this,  till  you  know  more :' — "  I  zmh  to 
know  more/'  says  he,  **  I  ^visb  to  know 
all — I  should  wi&h  to  know,  (but  there 
I  am  sure  I  sbaU  be  disappointed)  4— 
should  wish  to  know  ffow  and  where* 
your  heart  is  engaged:"—"  Sir/'  says 
I,  "you  shall  not  be  disappointed;-— 
I  will  tell  you  fairly  and  openly  : — Miss 
Mandeville  is  the  person  I  wish  to 
make  my  wife,  if^e  will  have  me:"— 
"  if  she  mil  have  youy\  sayssMr-Jtlar- 
grave!  **  I  suppose  you  pretty  well 
know   whether   sba  will  have .  you  .«tr ; 
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■^'^^,  fori   ^*'''   «od  ev«  ^^  ^«- 
^^  *«  iooL^' «^  been  Ihr^^  ^ 

^«^  ^y  w    "'^^^  «o  ri'^^^i'^i^     / 
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At  lengthy  my  father  returned  from 
Ix^ndon,  and  I  knew  that  in  a  few  days 
every  thing  would  be  disclosed  :-«on€^ 
two,  three,  and  four  days  passed,  ben 
fore  I  observed  the  smallest  alteratioD : 
-^on  the  fifth  day,  I  must  confess,  I 
perceived  a  difference  ^— my  father,  at 
dinner,  instead  of  saying,—"  What  do. 
you  eat,  my  dear  Bobf'  itaid  "  Robert^ 
what  do  you  eat  ?"— and  sometimei, 
(though  £  think  he  was  absent,)  called 
me  Sh\ — On  the  sixth  day,  bowevei^ 
the  dreadful  business  canie  out:-^Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Twist  called^ at  the  Hall; 
my  father,  sent  for  me,  and  I  excused 
myself: — as  soon  as  they  were  gone,  he 
caAe  up  to  my  room  r  I  saw  plainly  he 
was  agitated :—"  I  suppose  Sh\^'  saj« 
he,  "  you  think  it  a  trifling  4hiiig.  to 
make  fools  of  your  parents  ;"-r^»*'  by  im> 
ineans.  Sir,"  says  I,  "so  far  frpni  il, 
tliat  I  can  ^lenmly  declare,  nothing . 
would  go  nearer   to  broak  my  h@ar% 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Am  to  be  coinp^il^  to  db  any  thing 
that  would  really  dtsfac*  ekber  my  fa- 
Mier  or  my  tnotben^  My  fatlier  looked 
^ratbcr  surprised  and  overcome;  apd  I 
a^eally  pitied  him.—***  Yoa  know,'*  mf5 
lye,  **  Robert^  kmv  mueh  ive  bat«  ineen^ 
led  to  tbtnk,  wd  lo  iiope,  ^tvl  €xpec|t 
that  aa  unbn  would^  <m0  time  or  others 
lake  place  between  the  Twist  family  aad 
ear's;— our  est^fee  are  cwtiguous^-^ 
ihe  JoiM  prtf^riy  would  be  enormous 
afid  WBtxpmct  has  been  spared  upm 
Miss  Twist's  edueation;"—^*  Sir,''  says 
I,  "  I  grant  it  all ;— but  I  djo  not  iifce 
Miss  Twist,  and  tny  iieart  is  otherwise 
engaged:'*—"  otherwise  engaged T  says 
my  fetber,  "  that  is  the  worst  of  if;—  * 
I  might  reasonably  have  indtilged  yoii 
u  a  choice  about  Miss  Twi^  but  to 
have  gone  and  engaged  yourself,  with- 
out consultii^  tne,  to  a  person  quite 
,  beneath  you,  is  such  an  ac^  of  disi^spect 
ami  di^qgard  tfiat  I  cansxtit  nveriook 
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It  r— "Sic  »y^  If  "  somebody  wbsl 
surely  have  told  you  that  I  ba^c^e  engaged 
rpyself  tq  ^mebodtf  quite  ieneaih  me,. 
else,  you  would  not  have  said  it:"-^ 
^*  somebody  kks  told  nnie  so,  undoubt- 
edly," says  my  father,  "  and  I  do 
Bot  scruple  to  say  who^  because  he 
did  not  enjoin  me  any  secrecy: — Mr. 
Hargrave  it  was  that  told  me  that  you 
not  only  rejected  Mi^s  Twist,  but  that 
you  hfid  engaged  youi?  heart  ^t  least, 
if  not  your  hnndj  to  a  person  quite  be- 
fieathjfou'^ — "  Sir,"  says  I^  "  I  wonder 
Mr.  Hargrave  should  i^y  so,  but  it  is 
difficult  to  know  friends  from  foes;" — 
"  Mr.  Hargrave,"  says  my  father,  '*  can- 
not reasonably  be  judged  to  be  your 
foCy  because  he  has  told  me  the  truth  ; 
they  nuiy  be  the  best  friends  who  do  so 
at  any  hazard:"—**  Sir,*'  says  I,  "  I ; 
should  not  call  Mr.  Hargrave  my  foe, 
had  he  merely  told  you  the  truths  but 
when  I  bear  that  he  has  told  you,  tha.t 
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I  have  fixed  my  affections  on  a  person 
quite  bejieath  mey  I  think  he  has  not 
told  you  thfe  truth  f — "  that  may  be, 
Robert,"  says  my  father,  "  tis  you  hap- 
pen to  rAVw^;   a  person  may  appear  to 
Mr.  Hargrave  quite  beneath  you,  whom 
you,  in   the  extravagance  of  a  foolish 
passion,  may  judge  to  be  3'^our  equal ;" 
— "  I  cannot  dispute  that,  Sir,"  says  I, 
-**  but  still  my  feelings  may  be  acute 
upon   the  subject,  and  I  ought  to  be 
forgiven  for  fancy ing^  at  least,  that  the 
object  of  my  choice  is  not  quite  beneath 
me,  as  you  and  Mr.  Hargrave  seem 
disposed  to  believe  ;**—**  that  she  is  really 
so,''  says  my  father,  "  I  cannot  but  be- 
lieve now,   more   than  ever,   because, 
tvere  it  not  sOy  I  think,  before  this,  you 
would  have  been  ingenuous  enough  to 
have  told  mie  who  it  was;"—"  has  not 
Mr.  Hargrave  then,  Sir,"  says  I,  "  al- 
ready told    you?" — "  by  no  means,*' 
nay.9  my  father ;  "  he  has  only  informed 
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me,  (which  Tfear,  will  go  nigb.to  bring 
my  grey  baira  with  sorrow  to  the  grave,) 
that  it  is  ^me  person  quite  beneath  you:'* 
-^**  tlien,  Sir,'-  jiays  Ij  "if  you  are  ideally 
so  prepossessed,  1  almost  feel  eiS  if  I 
should  scorn  to  name  her:" — "  you 
seem  to  speak  proudly,  young  man/' 
says  my  father :— ray  heart,  I  must  con- 
fess, was  almost  breaking  all  this  time  : 
never  had  my  father  since  the  day  of 
riiy  birth,  addressed  me  in  such  distant 
terms; — '*  Sir,"  says  I,  "  not  proudly 
but  honestly ; — the  woman  I  have 
cfhoscn,  is  not  in  mi/  estimation  quite 
beneath  me ;  far,  very  far  from  it ! — , 
and  surely  I  should  speak  proudly  in* 
deed  to  call^  her  so,  if  the  contrary  be 
the  truth  :** — "  but  why,"  says  my  fa- 
ther, "  Rot  boldly  name  her  then  at 
once?"—"  Sir,  says  I,  "  if  you  chal- 
lenge me  to  speak  it  boldly,  your  cu- 
riosity shall  be  satisfied :— Miss  Man- 
deville,  Sir,  is  the  person,  and  I  nm 
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ac9ri%  to  conceal  U  :"r— jny  father  raa  to 
theHiadow,  and  thresi^  it  up; — "  Miss 
M^mfeviUe^''  aays  he;—**  Miss  Man- 
deviite.   Sir,"    says  I : — he  walked  up 
and  down  the  room  for  some  time,  and 
at  last  turning  to  me, — "  Robert,"  say* 
he,    ^^  these  are  unpleasant  meetings 
between  finther  and  son ;  and  as  neither 
your  feelings  nor  mine  seem  to  be  under 
due  command,  we  had  better  converse 
upon  this  subject  another  time:"— so 
saying,  he  gave  me  his  hand,  which  I 
most  reverently  kissed,  pressing  it  to  my 
bosom ;— he  quickly  retired,  and  left  me 
absorbed  in  grief. 

I  remmned  alone  in  my  room  nearly 
an  hour : — at  length,  somebody  knocked 
at  nay  door;^ — I  opened  it,  and  who 
shou^  be  there  but  Mr,  Hargrave ! — I 
confess  I  shuddered  at  the  sight  of  a 
man,  who,  I  thought,  had  so  cruelly  be- 
trayed me :— says  he,  "may  Icemein?" 
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— "  Certainly,   Sir»''  says  I  c--^^*  I  aiji 
Hfraid,"  says  he,.  ^' yoiir  father'and  you 
/have  had  an  uaplea3ant  ipeeting ;"-|- 
"  certainly,  Sir/*  $ays  I^   "    not   the 
more- pleasant  from  some  cruel  misr^" 
presentations  that  I   think  have  been 
made   to  him:"'--"  I  suppose,"   says 
Mr.  Hargrave^  "  yau  rnean  that  I  did 
M^Fong  in  speaking  of  Miss  Mandeville 
as  a  person  quite  beneath  yoa;"-^"  I 
have  no  scruple,  Sii',"  says.  I,  *' to  as- 
sert that  you  did  do  wron^,  because  I 
avow  it  to  be  a  gross  violation  of  the 
truth.     Why  is  a  person  of  sucli  pa- 
.  rentage,    and   education,   and  singular 
worth  as  Miss  Mandeville  can  boast, 
to  be  accounted  beneath  aaj/mati^  merely 
because  she  has  not  large  worldly  en- 
dowments?— I  feel>  Sir,  that  you^  have 
•  done  me  an  unkindmsSy  but  by  f^  you 
have  acted  u^ustlj/y  and  therefore  ^4^- 
UonOfUrablif  : — my   heart  is   full,    Sir! 
and  for  fear  I  should  speak  more  di^*- 
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respectfully,  I  wish  you  would  have  the 
goodness  to  retire;**— but  I  could  not 
get  him  to  stir  an  inch :   on  the  con« 
trary,  be  seemed  to  look  at  me  with  a 
cast  of  countenance  I   by  no   means 
liked; — there  was  a  smile  upon  his  face 
bordering     upon    ridicule; — I    could 
scarcely  command  my  temper; — when 
at  last,  to  my  utter  surprize,  he  took 
me  by  the  arm  : — "  My  young  friend/* 
says  he,    "  how  can  you  be  so  blind  ?" 
—I    knew    not    what    he    meant:— 
**  Mine,**  says  he,  "  is  a  curious  situa- 
tion to  stand  in;— I  have  disobliged,  it 
appears,    both  father  and  son,  by  the 
same  act,  for  your  father  has  treated 
me  much  like  yourself — he  has  equally 
accused  me  of  deceiving  him,  and  vio* 
lating  the  truth   by  speaking  so  CGn- 
temptuouiiy   of   Miss  Mandeoille  T-^ 
my  heart  seemed  to  revive  a  little,  but 
I  could   not  yet    understand    hiioirT— 
**  Shall  I  disclose  to  you,'*  says    he 
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/*  tl>e  full  scope  of  nay  intentions  T'— 
^  Sir/'  says  I,  "  for  God's  sake  do, 
for  my  present  suspence  is  beyond  every 
thing  painful*"— *Theo,"  says  hf>, "  listen 
to  me  patiently:— I  have  been  long 
enough  at  Grumblethorpe  to  judge  of 
the  general  aspect  of  things: — I  have 
long  seen  thai  it  is  your  father's  %vish 
that  you  should  marry  Miss  Twisty  in 
order  to  unite  two  estates  lying  so  cotidr 
giwusy  and  in  order  the  better  to  support 
a  title  which  he  fancies  is  cotne  td 
him,  witliout  any  additional  fortune* — 
I  have  seen  ail^o^  of  course^  that  tlie 
,1'wists  vhave  all  wished  it^  and  in  my 
estimation  done  much  to  force  and 
compel  the  match,  without  much  r^^ard 
to  your  private  feelings  .•—•it  has,  been 
my  endeavoury  therefore,  for  some  tioiQ 
while  I  appeared  to  favour  yoiir  ^he^ 
4visbe$,  (to  which  I  owed  every  pas* 
«ible  irespect,)  to  ascertain,  if  I  ^ould, 
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the  exact  state  of  y<iur  own  sef^ifnenfs, 
and  I  at  last,  as  you  kmw,  suc- 
ceeded :~you  explicitly  told  hkj  all  I 
could  wsh  to  be  made  acquainted  with : 
— when  I  found  that  your  views  and 
your  father^s  were  so  different,  I  eon*- 
fess^  it  occasioned  ine  no  small  eqibaiv 
rassment  and  scMrrow,-^for  I  love  and 
esteem  you  both,  to  a  degree  that  I 
^all  not  attempt  to  describe  ; — finding 
that  your  i^^tions  were  really  fixed 
on  a  person  so  truly  amiable  and  re^ 
spectaile  as  Miss  Mandeville,  though 
without  fortune  or  high  cotmectim^  I 
judged  it  would  be  best^  to  awaka:^ 
your  fiithor's  fears  as  much  as  possible; 
-*-evai  to  run  the  risk  of  making  him 
suffer  real  anguish  and  distress  of  miuii^ 
that  when  the  actual  truth  came  to  be 
ienown,  instead  of  being  a  (Hsappoint- 
ment,  it  mlj^t,  in  feet,  be  a  great  re- 
lief,^~and  I  am  truly  happy  to  siiy,  my 
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plans  seem  to  have  succeeded;— for,' 
tiiOugh  I  still  labour  tinder  tlie  re- 
proad)  of  both^  I  am  able  to  assure 
you  that  ailer  the  dreadful  suspicions 
and  apprehonsioiis  your  father  had  beiea 
led  to  eHtertain,  the  nanfte  of  Miss  Man* 
ieviik  hafe  app^!»red  to  him  like  the 
iiatne  of  an  angel :  you,  yourself,  could 
not  have  more  warmly  resented,  thaa 
he  has' done,  the  slur  cast  upon  her 
character  :*a-I  nmst  now  return  XoMm^ 
and  settle!  what  I  have  thus  put  in 
Vmi^i  add  sbali  dnly  stop  lx>  <^inmuni-> 
cate  one  other  circumstance,  which  is^ 
this : — that  while  I  was  at  Edinburgh, 
and  particularly  during  our  wintry  vi* 
sit  to  Aberdeen,  I  was  able  to  ascern 
tain  beyond  all  possibility  of  doubt, 
that  an 'Estate  of  more  than  «£ja,00b 
per  aimum^  descefids.  to  your  father 
wdth.the  title  of  Kilgarnock:;-^it  may 
Qo&t  a  law*suit)  if  the  parties  are  weiak^ 
»u£h   10  contest  it,  Mit.I  am^ohi 
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they  wiii  not,  if  the  papers  I  have  exa- 
Huaed  and  secured  afe  known  to  be 
producible:' — saying  this,  he  left  me, 
when  I  threw  myself  upon  the  bed  quite 
exhausted  with  the  conflict  I  had  had  to 
go  through  ;•— I  found  means  to  excuse 
my  appearance  at  dinner,  and  heard  no 
more  of  it,  *till  Mr.  Hargrave  came  up 
to  me  in  the  evening* 

M  soon  as  he  came  in,  he  took  me  by> 
the  hand : — "  Now/'  says  he,  **  my  dear 
boy,  if  you  c^n  succeed  with  Miss  Man- 
deville,  every  thing  is  settled  here  at 
home ; — your  worthy  father  seems  only 
anxiQus  to  repair  the  injury  he  fancies 
he  has  done  to  Miss  Mandeville,  by 
treating  her,  though  only  for  a  moment, 
and  while  b^  was  even  ignorant  (Mfwhoia 
he  was  speaking,  as  quite  beneath  the 
notice  of  any  man  alive,  he  has  com^ 
missioned  me  to-morrow,  eaily  to  ^ai; 
to  her  father  abput  it,;  but  I  do  not 
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myself,  why  you  should  not  first  ia 
your  own  person,  make  known  your  at- 
tachment to  her  ;  you  are  toth  young, 
and  there's  no  hurry; — if  she  should 
not  happen  to  like  you  after  all,  she 
had  better  be  left  free  to  tell  you  so ; 
—as  you  are  quite  able  to  marry  her, 
the  consulting  her  father  first,  would 
be  running  a  risk,  perhaps  of  occa-^^ 
siooing  some  other  sort  of  hiasj-r-and 
if  she  should  not  happen  to  like  you 
(which  I  think  is  improbable  fi*om  whiit 
I  have  observed,  but  if  it  should  be. 
80,)  her  father  may  be  spared  a  dis*. 
appointment,  by  the  business  going 
no  further;  therefore,  if  you  hava^no 
objection,  I  will  propose  ^t  to^  your 
family,  that  you  shall  be  at  libei^  to 
make  your  own  addressdSi^  and,  per- 
haps, we  may  rhave  it  in  ouK  power  to 
produce  another  agreeably  surjHTise, 
when  we  communicate  tlie  matter  here- 
nfter  to  Mr,  Mandeviile."— I  quitCyaS^ 
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sented  to  Mhat  he  said,  continually  ex- 
pressing to  him  the  sense  I  bad  of  his 
modC  fnendiy  interference. 

The  next  mottling  when  I  arose, 
every  thing  seemed  to  smile  around  me, 
my  father,  mother,  and  sister  received 
me  at  breakfast,  as  though  /  had 
been  making  sacrifices  to  obligje  them; 
rtther  than  exacting  any  sacirifioei  en 
ikeir  part,  to  gratify  my  own  wishes ; 
•^ftef  bfeakftist  my  father  todk  mo 
isldte  ibr  a  few  mihutes:— "  Bob,"* 
says  He,  "  I  hope  we  never  shall  liave 
iuch  another  dispute  as  we  had  yes- 
tei*difty :— ft  ts  not  my  intei^ion  to  re- 
new it,  but  to  satisfy  my  on  n  feelings, 
I  beg  to  say,  ttiat  sooner  than  have 
tvnlfully  spoken  with  any  contempt  of 
Miss  Mandeville,  I  would  frcely  huve 
renounced  the  gift  of  speec^h'for  ever. 
•—Whether  you  marry  her  or  not,  I 
inust  expiiCitly  declare,    that  I  most 
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S6l6bial;;f  h&g  her  pftrdon4*'-^My  heart 
Was  too  full  W  aiisi^er  :>--he  told  me 
h^  bdlieted  it  yvoidd  be  necessary  for 
Ism  to  go  into  Scotland  with  Mr* 
Hargftiv^  to  see  tft^  some  property: 
wllifth  h^  wds  codtinced  dught  to  coooe 
fer  Mfi^-^with  tile  title  he  had  khe- 
^tbd^Hfid  tf4iich  migh^  probably/ be. 
*eeo^4redt^'^  I  h<)pe/'  sdys  he,  ^^  it 
Will  da  yt>u  110  barm  to  be  a  little 
liehtr  hereafter,  if  I  thoaght  it  would/ 
I  would  stay  where  I  axa,  for  *^  ther^i 
kj''  as  4he  wise  King  of  Judab  saith, 
^  itdi^fe^eoii,  whichlkmoe  seen  wtdari 
f^oi^My  (ftbd  who  indeed  hath  Qot?> 
^  m^ljf^  rkhe$  kept  fw  tU  ownerii 
tke^qf  to  their  hurt^    We  returned 

ti^  th£  bi^akfast-t-oom. 

*      ■    *  .  •*      ' 

'.  My  ^^r  .  motber  wouW^    by ;  «bm 
Utfiev   I  b^lieve>    have  freely  tr^sigtied; 
ail  th6  iLilganioek  honours  I^ikI  e^tat^^^:, 
she   was^  so  tborougUy   disturb^4;^# 

c  a  ■'  .^ 
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the  thouglits  of  my.  father's  going  iiita 
Scotland,  and  without  her:— r she  wished- 
fiU  the  old  deeds  and  papers  that  Mr» 
Hargrave  had  poked  out  of  their, 
lurking  places,  during  his  abode  iq 
Scoiland,  at  the  bottom  of  |he  sea» 
or,  at  best,  Jike  the  poor  comfluteuft 
dan  manuscripts^  (which  Will  o^er.  bft 
found  again  to  settle  any  dispute^^  sol4 
to  a  RQcht'maker\;rr^e  threw  oufc 
many  hints,  that  to^gp  &ueh  a  long 
journey  upon  the  mere  chance  of  n>» 
covering  a  disputed  inheritance,  when^ 
peiliaps,  the.  very  fatigues  of  the  joiur* 
jiey  might  prevent  one's  living  to  enj<3|r 
it,  WAS,  at  best,  a  very  .^foolish  .specu- 
lation ; — in  short;,  I  Averily  think^  that 
in  her  own  heart,  she  would  ipQst.wiJIr 
lingly  have  relinquished,  not  only  what 
had  already  come.  to.  ua>  bitf  «very 
acre  of  the  Tajf-and-Tumbk  pi^p^rty,. 
>  ay^i^^and  the  earldom  itself,  k^  >  i)>» 
bargain^    if  it  could  imve  be^  had» 
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sooner    than   tliat   my  father   should 
have  slept  one  nig^ht  from  home;  but 
such  a  long  joiirney  without  her,  was 
beyond  every  thing   dreadful    to   her, 
feelings: — "  iww*/*  she  would  say,  ^^jiirei 
so  different  from  one's  awn  houses^  and 
fhamber-maids   are    so    careless, .  an^ 
there  is  sueh  a  hazard  of  (^mp,  be^s^ 
and  yoi)  may  have  bad  weather^  ^nd 
the  North  is  so  much  keener  thi^  thQ 
South,  and  it  is  such  a  horrible  "foaji 
(^,  and  If  you  should  be  ill,  who  j^ 
^re  to  nurse  you^  and  how  will  you 
get  back,  ^nd  there's  no  medical  piaa 
that  you  have  any  confidence  in,  and 
you  ms^  be  detained  longer  than  ,j/ou 
expect  J  and  have  great  venation,    and 
not  succeed  after  all,  and  so  lose  all 
3(0ur  labour,  besides  the  expence  and 
trouble  of  your  journey^  and  there  i; 
fuch  robbing  on  the  road,  and  those 
footpad  fellows  ho^ve  got  so  desp^sir^fitt 
and  cruel /'""Hmd  thus  would  she  ruo 
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6ri,,  enumeratilig  such  att  endless  cata- 
logue' of  dfeadful  contingencies,  that, 
for  niy  own  part,  I  almost  itotiderecf 
tiial  my  father  had  the  courage  even 
(b  think  of  going: — I  never,  I  must 
confeissy  in  the  coui%e  of  my  whole' 
Mb;  s4w  my  inother  so  nearly  in  what 
th6  world  calb  a  complete  fret;— ^ 
t)u<i  T%mh'i-tO'7m/selff  *•  Honores  mu- 
tant J^oreV— that  is,  (iadikJf)  as  one 
6t  the  Mores  archly  replied  to  one  oif 
ttieRutfafid  family,  who  bad  slandered 
him  by  an  application  of  the  Latin  to 
his  particular  elevation,—^---"  I£(mmf% 
ihan^  ifcfowwer*/ — Till  my  poor  ino* 
ther  became  a  peeress,  she  was  liie 
sweetfest  tempered  woman  in  the  woild; 
but  his  going  to*  look  after  the  Tay-and^ 
Tumble  property ^  soured  her  sadly,  $i 
least  for  the^time. 

I  have  no  manner  of  doubt  now^  but 
that  the  very  calmest  and  most  dbpas^ 
3 
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moimte  of  my  re&ders^  id  all  im^tienctf 
tD  know  how  I  made  love  to  Emity  after 
the  unqualified  permisnioB  I  bed  re^ 
ceived  from  my  Lord  and  Lady  Kiigar^ 
noek  so  to  do;  birt,  really  and  iFuly; 
making  love  is  such  a  ridiculous  busi- 
xless;  especiaili/  wkere  ene  is  attuaify  in 
etme^tf  that  after  writing  it  (tU  out  at 
length,  feet  after  fect^  just  as  it  hap*^ 
pened,  taking  up  nfear  forty  or  fifty 
pagd^,  I  have  determined  to  strike  it  ail 
out  a^n,  and  not  let  you  know  a  word 
about  it  :«^besides,  it  was  all  managed 
so  out  of  tibe  common  course  of  things, 
Aat  I  dbnt  like  any  body  else  should 
leam  my  way  of  conducting  those  mat- 
ters ;  for,  if  a  Clodpole  could  succeed  so 
well  with  it,  what  would  the  artful  and 
designing  make  of  it  ? — I  think  I  havo 
doae  very  handsomely  to  let  you  kiiow 
so  much  about  my  bumpings^  while  the 
matter  hung  in  siispence;-^!  do  laiot 
believe  one  lover  out  of  a  liundxsed); 
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would  80  plainly  have  confessed  to  you, 
what  odd  feelings  love  prodpces.— I 
bave  no  objection  to  tell  you,,  how  it  was 
aU  discovered  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mande* 
Tille^  butfirst  I  inustadvert  toother  thing?. 

Mrs.  and  Miss  Twist  were  for  ever 
calling,  you  may  be  sure,  after  the  arri« 
iral  of  the  title,  not  tp  ask  where  it  came 
from^  80  much  as  to  take  care  where  it 
should  ^0/^7;  and  I  think  it  woukl  have 
done  any  body's  heart  good  to,  have 
heard  how  Mi*s.  Twist  did  be^lady^hif 
my  poor  mother : — the  Hanourable  Bob 
had  now  received  full  permission  (to  be 
as  little  in  this  particular  company,  as 
his  Bobshipy  in  his  discretion,  should 
choose,  so  that  as  far  as  the  common 
fules  of  civility  would  admit,  I  gene* 
tally  got  out  of  their  way :— I  had,  to 
the  best  of  my  abilities,  so  invariably 
slighted^  rather  than  encouraged,  the  ad- 
yanceis  of  both  mother  and  daughter^ 
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that  I  felt  BO  hesitatioD  about  the  conduct 
X  was  {>ursuing ;  — sundry  engagements 
were  proposed^  but  all  in  vain:^^my 
mother  indeed  had  a  fair  excuse  for  de<- 
fining  them,  while  my  father's  journe]^ 
to  Scotland  was  in  agitation. 

In  the  mean  time,  my  visits  to  th^ 
Vicarage  were  frequent ; — hozv  frequi^n|; 
I  won't  tell  you>  for  if  I  should,  you 
will  find  out  bow  long  I  was  in  gaining 
Emily's  heart,  which  is  a  thing  I  don't 
want  any  body  to  know;^^forif  it  slioul4 
seem  to  have  been  a  very  long  job,  you 
wilf  think  /  was  dull  and  stupid,  and  if 
it  should  turn  out  to  have  been  a  very^ 
short  job,  people  that  don't  know  my 
dear  Emhfy  may  fancy  she  was  too  wil- 
ling and  forward ;  however,  I  J|ieHeve, 
I  promised  to  tell  you  how  the  whole, 
business  was  made  known  to  Mr4'and 
Mrs,  Mandeville,  and  so  npw  you  shall 
have  it — 


DJgrtrzed  by  Google    /-" 


46 

One  tfay,  ^to  thft  moitth  *f  February, 
(ttat  faf  Jhom  ike  fautttffithj  Mr^ 
HacrgraVe  urid.itiyself 'called  at  the  Vh^ 
cnragty  and  found  opon  the  table  ti 
Beap  of  painted  Valentines;  which  hiiSI 
been  given  to  the  youhg  fblfa  to  sdid  t6» 
their  cousins,  &c. — ^They  were  covered, 
tA  you  may  vi^ll  snppoie,  with  kettffs, 
Ahd  dartSf  and  eupidSi  and  th^lo^ers-^ 
knots,  and  spite  ^6f  one's  teeth,  brought 
love  into  bne^s  mind:— Mr.  Hargrave 
bad  much  to  s^  upon  the  stibjeet,  and 
inied  up'  toleLoy  of  the  papers  for  them 
#ith  abundance  of  ludicrous*  versus,— ^ 
all  in  the  true  cant  stile  of  tHoSe  etegant 
compositions,— such  as,-^  -     • 

*'  Haste^  itiy  ldV6,  atid  cMMiieawtty^        4 
Thk  ii  Hjrmea'9  holidi^4'' 

^'  *Tis  your*s  this  present  to  improve^      ; 

It's  worth  depends  on  you;- 
A  trifle  if  you  do  not  love, 

A  treasure  if  you  do  * 


•  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


41 

Which,  by  the  bye,  is  almost  pretty 
enough  to  send  to  any  body,  though  it 
has  been  so  hacked  about, — but  this 
don't  signify:-^!  had  got  nothing  but 
VakfUhte  and  love, in  my  head  when  I 
came  away  from  the  house,  but  as  Z 
7iever  had  a  spark  of  fun  in  me^  I  could 
do  nothing  but  write  very  gravely  upon 
it.  On  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth; 
it  plainly  aittdtnatt  t&  a  regular  ofier  ;-<« 
I  don't  believe  that  any  of  the  lines  are 
an  inch  too  long,  or  toq  short,  but  if 
they  were,  it  would  be  wicked  to  alter 
them,  for  they  are  really  genuine;  they 
came,  besides,  from  the  hearty  not  the 
heady  and  the  heart  won't  be  put  out  of 
its  way  by  your  dactyls  and  spondees; — 
besides,  it  did  the  businessy  and  that's 
enough ;  for,  as  soon  as  ever  the  break- 
fyist  at  the  Vicarage  was  over,  up  comet 
Mr.  Mandeville  again,  not  to  me^  but  t» 
Mr.  Hargrove. 
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to  cry,  the  lines  are  so  truly  pathetic : — 
if  they  doat  serve  to  convince  you  that 
I  was  sincerely  and  deeply  in  love,  you 
have  no  feeling  at  all ;  you  are  a  block 
offnarble.^  and  have  no  business  to  read 
"^m .  jc>.rr-moTrr^-ncrrax'  1  could  not  suffer 
my  daughter  to  fdc^tve  any   attention 
from  him,  beyond  such  as  might  pass 
tetween  t\to  old  playrmateS :»— I  trust, 
it-  is.  .an  act  of  indiscretion   only,  and 
tfajerefore,  I  b^g  of  yau^  pereriiptorily,  ta 
^utai^top  to  Vii'-^Emhf  is.a  gadw4  girl^- 
and  I^b't  lite  thIatiiibeshaQld  tocnadif 
to  fall  into-  a  mistake  that  niay  Be.fatat 
to  ber  happiness:—- she  is  very  Vc^ng> 
and   cannot  be'  supposed   to   kaov>  so 
Mell  as  I  do,  how  impossible  it  is,  that 
shi  sboiiild  ever  become  the  wvfe  of  Mr^ 
Demiont ;  it  is  my   business  therefore- 
to  proitci  her: — I  beg  you  will  return 
tills  copy  of  verses  to  Mr.   D^vmont, 
and  tell  him,  how  sorry  I  should  bet* 
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forbid  him  coBiing  to  a  h<Hi$e,  whiierh, 

on  every  other  account  ou^t  to  be 

most  apen  to  bing.— Mrs,  Maadevitie  h 

quite  as  inuch  distresfled  about  it  ais 

myself^  and  theprfore  it  must  be  put  an 

fe»d  to."«^^*  I  will  oevtainly  do  it,*'  says 

IMr.  Ifargrav^    ^^  if  you  desire  it:"— 

^^  I  do  desire  it  mostearmstty^^  says  Mr. 

Mandeville;  ^^oniy  putyouosielf  in  nty 

situation,  Mr.  Hargrave,  and  I  am  sure 

you  will  see  tiie  propiiety  of  my  con- 

duct:" —  *^  My  dear  Sir,"    says  Mr. 

Har grave,  "  you  have  fallen  upon  the 

only  difficulty  that  embarrasses  me ;— i- 

1  do  put  myself  in   your   situation  so 

completely,  that  I  scarce  know  why  I 

am  to  act  as  you  tell  nac. — Being  of  tHfe 

same  profession,  I  must  have  sonae.feclr 

iogs  in  comtxion  with  you,  of  cour8e,-*t«- 

I  am  not  married,  to  be  sure,  norv  am 

I  a  &ltkei\  but  upon  suck  an  oeeasioD^ 

I  cannot  help  fancying  that  I  am  Bi^th^; 

—and  therefore,  though  I  pcomiae  ta 


Digitized  by  Google   . 


46 

do  what  you  desire,  if  you  urgfeit,  yet 
I  confess,  tliat  I  think  Mr.  Dermont  i& 
almost  old  enough  to  judge  for  himself 
and  I  hope  wise  enough  to  judge  dis^ 
creetly,  even  in  a  concern  where. many 
certainly  do  blunder  and  mistake  ;^-^I 
feel  for  kinif  certainly,  but  I  can  feel 
for  others  too,  and  I  will  frankly  de* 
^lare,  that  if  /  were  the  father  of  a 
dajughter,  as  beautiful,  and  (what  is  ten 
thoiisand  times  more)  as  virtuous  and 
as  well  brought  up  as  t/our^s,  I  sliould 
think  her  worthy  of  the  greatest  man 
in  the  realm^  if  he  chose  to  fix  his  af* 
fections  upon  her:*'  —  "This  may  all 
appear  veiy  kind,  Mr.  Hargrave,"  says 
Mr.  Mandeville,  "  and  very  cQmplimen<- 
tary,  but  I  am  not  such  an  ideot  as  to 
ftncy  we  live  in  a  golden  age  ;-«-fwben 
^virtue  and  goodness  are  to  be  reckoned 
.€€90  great  account  as  xeealth  m  family  ; 
— i£  you  will  produce  me  a  smgk  iV 
Notice  of  a  poor,  but  very  virtuous  wo*^ 
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man,  or  of  a  poor,  but  very  worthy 
man,  without  great  connections,  being 
veiy  cordially  received  into  arty  noble 
yamly^  then  I  should  be  more  easy,  be- 
cause I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  I  firmly  believe,  that  if  any  indi- 
viduals of  the  nobility  are  capable  of 
such  true  greatness^   Lord   and  Lady 
Kilgarnock  are  the  very  persons; — buf, 
since  the  current  of  things,  in  general, 
is  so  contrary,  I  \viU  not  do  them  so 
great  an  unkindness  as  to  Expect  it  of 
t^em; — I  had  rather  run  710  fisk;^r'l 
wish  Mr.  Dermont  happy,  but  I  will 
not  have  my  daughter  exposed  to  the 
chance  of  being  rgected^  besides  otliet 
disappointments/' 

^'  Lord  Kilgarnock,''  says  TMr.  Har- 
grave,  ^^  has  really  an  high  opinion  of 
your  daughter,  Mr.  Mandevillc ; " -?- 
"  Sir/'  says  Mr.  Mandevilie,  "  it  c^w- 
not  be  otherwise  if  he  knew  her  only 
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half  80  well  as  /  do,  but  Lord  Kilgar- 
nockkmws  better  than  to  choose /rer 
for  a  wife  for  his  sonT — "  I  see,"  says 
Mr.  Hargrav^  ^'  it  is  vain  to  argue  the 
matter  with  you,  Mr*  Mandeville,  and 
that  I  must  be  really  under  the  neces- 
sity of  returning  this  paper  to  Mr. 
Dermont^  though  I  know  I  shall  run 
1;he  risk  of  disturbing  him  gre^j;)^  in 
doing  so;" — "if,  Sir,"  says  Mr.  Man- 
deville,  (with  much  warmth,)  "^e«<  are 
so  afraid  of  disturbing  his  feelings,  give 
it  back  to  mCj  and  /  will  put  it  in^o 
his  own  hand%  be  sure  of  it :" — "  you 
mistake  me,  Sir,^'  says  Mr.  Hargrave, 
''  I  think  Mr.  Dermont  is  realhf  and 
sincerely  attached  to  your  daughter,  and 
that  this  paper  contains  no  untruth  ;"— 
**  then,  Mr.  Hargrave,"  says  Mr.  Man- 
deville,  "  if  that  be  so,  it  l^hov^  you 
the  more  to  interpose,  to  save  your  pupil 
from  a  disappointment,  as  well  .as  i^ 
ckiid  from  what  may  be  stiU  wors^^l^^ 
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"  1  see,  Sir/*  says^  Mr.  Hargravc, . "  you 
krc, getting  extrenjely.  warm^  and  I  will, 
argue  with  you  no  longer;— I  can  only' 
say,  I  mil  not  return  l;his  paper  to  ]\fr. 
Z)€rmont  j'-r-he  sent  it  to  Mjss  Mande^ 
ville,  andjt  is  therefore  AerV  y—but  yoa, 
tell  me,  .M^r,  ^andeville,  that  Mrs., 
Mandevllle  suffers.raucb  about  it,  pray^ 
then,  Sir,  presen^t  my  co-inplirpents  to 
her.  and  tell  her.  that  M  she  can  but 
bring  herself  to  consent  to  it^  bejng  a, 
match,  /have  fully  secured  that  of  Lord, 

^andhadyi  Kilgarnock; — :you  asked  mc,. 
Mr.  Mandeviile,  ,to  produce  but  one 
instance  oi^poor  (I  mean  unendowed) 
but  virtuous ^oimg  uoniany  without  high 
connections,  being  cordially  received 
ipto  a  nohle  family,  and  I  now  prodiice 
one : — Lord  'and  Lady  Kilgarnock,  so. 
far  from  being  averse  from  this  match, 
would  resent  nothing  inore^  than  to  be 
tKought  insensible  of  Miss  MandeviUp\<i 

1         VOL.  n.  D 
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worth j-^yojd  ajc^  qqw  caught,  in  y(^. 
ow»  trap;-=-you  cannot  now  refuse  to 
return  /A/sr  paper  to  Miss  Mtl^zdevitle  ; 
i-  think  sbe  veilues  it ; — if  she  really^ 
does  not^  thi^q  /  will  promise  you  to  \A)sfi 
iXbacky^  but ,  if  she  doeSyibj^  business  Js 

*  ^ettl^d,  ai)d  I  am  proud  and  ^happy  ,to^ 
tell    you   so/* — Mr.    ^^ndevlUe    wa^ 

*  greatly  surprised,. and  not  very  capable^ 
of  answering,  'which  Mr.  Hargrave  per-? 
ceiving,T--^^  I  wish,'*  says  he,  "  JP^- 
would  let  me  call  upon  you  this  even- 
ing, and  I  will  talk  to  you  more  upon 
the  subject; — at  present,  only  djeliver 
my  message  to  Mrs.' Mandeville.'* — So. 
saying,  (as  he  told  nie  himselQ  he  al- 
most pushed  Mr*  Mandeville  out  of  the 
house.  In  the  evening  he  took  care  to 
go  there  in  good  time,  and  every  thing 
was  settled. — The  next  morning,  as  soon 
as  my  mother  knew  what  had  passed^ 
she  drove  to  the  Vicarage^  and  had  a 
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tdiyg  conYeriafsonwith  Mrs.  Mandeville^ 
ni«ich  to  the  satisfaction^  I  verily  be« 
Heve^  of  ^//parties*    . 

But  M  it  was  no*'  almost  necessary  to 
make  the  matter  known,  for  fear  tiie 
Twists  should.  bewiU^  themselves  too 
much,  it  became  a  gr^t  debate  among 
w/,  how  it  should  I;^^  made  known,  par- 
timhrh/  9Lr>A  immediately^  as  it  were^  to 
*fte»*:— *after  various  debates  about  it, 
in  which  my  father  proposed  about  ten 
differcRt-  expedients,  my  mother,  sister, 
^nd  myself,  probably  as  mauy,  severally, 
aqd  respectively,  m'c  ventured  to  men- 
tionat  to  Mr.  Hurgfave  t-^^^  My  stars^"- 
says  he,  ."  how.  cari  you  have  cm^  difft-- 
<whf  aboMt  it? — I'll  manage  it  directly!*'' 
—so  b^liook  his  hat,  an4  went  straight  to 
Mrs;  Fidget; — he  pretended  to  be  merely 
paying  one  of  tliose.  deli^rtfol  debts^ 
called  a  morning  ^isijf,-— and,  in  the'' 
CQur^  of  jcofwcrBation,  as  it  were,  in-^ 
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liioabced  the  Subject  as  iFollows  :— -^^  I ' 
suppose  you  Jbave  heard  tiie  fepoft  tlmt 
is    about   the   country^'''— V  report  of 
uhatT'  says   Mrs.    Fidget: — "   I   am 
sofry  for  pooi'  Miss  Twist,"  says  he'!^— 
'S  Miss  Tzrist"  says  Mrs,  Pidget,  "  what* 
of  he?*  ?"  "  Upon  my  word,"  says  Mr* 
Hargrave,  **  I  ought  not  to  haVe  aien-' 
tioncd  her  name  : — I  cannot  think  how ' 
I  came  to  mention  it,.^pray  don't  say  a 
icord  about  Miss  Tzvist^— only  I  thought 
it  j?fight  concern  her  /' — ^^IVbat  might 
concern  her  ?"  says  Mrs.  Fidget. — **  The 
report,  I  mean,"  says  Mr.  Hargrave;— 
"   !Vhat  report?'^    says   Mrs.    Fidget. 
~"  Why,  that  Mr.  Robert  Dermont  i« 
going   to  marry  Miss  Mandeville ;' '— 
^^  Miss  Mandeville  a r  exclaimed  Affll 
Fidget,  and,  as  I  am  ■  told,  she  lifted  %p 
her  eyes  and  her  hands  so  high,    that  * 
they  had  liked  to  have  stuck  there,  ai^d 
ncvCr  come  down  again; — '•  Miss  Man- 
dcvillc ! ! !"  she  repeated ; — **  Yes,  Miss. 
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Mandecilk,''  says  Mr.  Hargrave^  "  but 
pray  rfo/iV  tell  the  Twists  r—''  Not  i;' 
says  Mrs.  Fidget,  "  /  would  not  tj^fl 
them  for  the  world  r  **  No,  pray  donit 
tell  Meiw,"  says  Mr.  Hargrave,  "  I  quite 
dread  their  hearing  of,  it  ;-*it  would  Imb 
quite  cruel  and  unkind  to  aequaint  them 
with  it  at  all  abruptly,  for  I  atn  corb- 
.fident  they  thorouglily  expected  him  to 
marry  Miss  Twist  T-^^^  Made  quite 
£ertam  of  it,  you  niay  depend  upon 
it,"  says  Mrs.  Fidget  with  no  small  agi^ 
t^tion ;  "  Therefore^'*:  says  Mr.  Har** 
jgrave,  *;' they  will,  I  fear,  be  sadly  dis- 
appointed, and  I  should  be  sorry  to 
be  the  first  person  to  have  even  to  hint 
it  to  them:"—"  To  be  ^ure,'*  says  Mrs. 
Fidget,  "  they  will  bejinely  disappointed 
indeed!— \  can't  guess  how  they'll  bear 
it;— I  pity  those  who  will  have  to  com* 
municate  it  to  them  Jirst^  especially  to 
Mrs.  Twist,    whose  temper  (betteten 
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^\en^)  i&notthe  nfid&f  governable  onie 
mtfe^  world;   lio*r   she  ^viH   contiudt 

♦hwself  lipon  the  oceasfon/   I  have  h6 

icle^.'*-^^  I  suppose,  however,  it  won"^ 

»be  Jong,''  says  *Mf. :  Hargrave,  ^^'befotfe- 

?|iieyi/o  bear  oF  it,  fijr  thfifugh  you  and 

/could  noijfind  a  hem^  to  tell  theno, 

-dSiPs.  Fidgety  7*1 1  dare  say,  yotr  kiioW 

4bereare  *W  ikeighbour^  Enough  to  bh 

fooqd,  ivvha  would  <;omfnunicate  itJh  all 

it«  circuoiJitanc^  as  ^oon  as  they  heat 

it;'W  ■  Trucj  indeed/'  says  Mrs.  I'idget; 

^*  a.  secret  of  |hat  nature  is  not  Jong  in 

gravelling  round  eimighbourhood  i^^-^biA 

^e  new  began  to  be  iso  restless,  andfto 

inoa^ble  of  sitting  still  atxy  longer,  that 

Mr,  Hargrave  prepared  to  take  his  1^^^ 

•— *^  Pray  remember,"   says  he,  '^ttij 

dear  Madam,  not  to  say  a  word  about  it 

td  the  TmstsJ^'-^Mrs.  Fidget  called  for 

^   her  cloak : — ^*  Pray  let  us,  at  least  keep^ 
^  "secret  from  them  as  long  as  we  can/" 
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—Mrs.  Fidget  was  very  imfNitient  for 
her   bonnet  and  ghees: — "  I  shoul^ 
not  however,  wonder  if  they,  knew  it 
by  this  time,"  says  Mr,  Hargrave>  as  he 
was  parting  from  h6r,  which  so  quick- 
ened the  valedictions  of  Mrs.  Fidgety 
that 'had  she  abruptly  turned  him  o\x% 
of  the  house,  she  could  not  well  have 
'more  visibly  shown    how    much    she 
wished  him  to  be  gone : — at  last,  they 
'separated;— but,  scarcely  had  Mr.  line- 
grave  reached  the  first  stile,  when,  upon 
turning  round,  (not  altogether  by  acci- 
dent and  undesignedly,   but  through  ft 
certain  presentiment  Which  the  reader 
probably    anticipates,)    he   saw    Mrs* 
Tidget  walking  very  mtich  quicker  than 
usual,  and  much   beyond   hei'  naturi^I^  , 
strength,  in  the  direction^  as  straight  as 
a  line  cotiid  be  drawn^  towards  Nicotium 
Castie^    where  she    arrived,    ready  to  . 
drop,  just  about  the  time  that  Mr.  Hat- 
grave  returned  to  the  Halh 
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From  the  report  that  she  ^very  ,sLoon 
'afterwards  made  of  her  visit,  (for  whep 
done,  ndthing  could  exceed  her  care  to 
have  it'tiniversklly  Ichown,"  that^7/e  was 
the  verj'  identical  person  that^r^^  told 
the  Twists -/A(ff  seethe t  the^t  so  nearly 
touched  them,)  from  her  report,  I  say, 
it  appeared,  that  Miss  Twist  seemed 
little  affected  by  it,  but  that  Mrs.  Twist 
had  so  little  command  of  hersejf,  that 
the  moment  she  heard  it,  she  exclaimed, 
•with  sorriething   very  like  an  oath, — 
**  Then,  Ma'am,  if  it  be  so,  Mr,  Der- 
mont  richly  deserves  to  be  hanged  !"— 
YhinkS'I'to-myselfj  when  I  heard  it,  no 
doubt,   quite   as   much  as  Tom  Dash 
himself,  who  shot  the  father  of  pine 
children  for  refusing  to  drink  a  profane 
->t6ast !— however  the  fact  really  was,~ 
that  Mrs.  Twist   undoubtedly  felt   in  . 
^her  own  mind,  that  /  thoroughly  did 
deserve   to   be   hanged  :--not  that  she 
ha  J  a'  word  more  to  alledge  against  mo 
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(tbough  all  her  Deigbbours^  of  course, 
were  en(iuirios  about  it  from  morning 
to  niglit,)  beyond  her  own  fancies  and 
mspicims. — ''  Wlxaty  did  not  he  make 
a  formal  offer  to  her?^  says  one. — 
'^  Didn^t  be  make  her  a  solemn  pro- 
mise?'* says  another. — "  Didn't  he  ap- 
ply for  a  special  licence  ?**  says  a  third. 
— "  Were  not  the  wedding  clothes  or- 
deretJ?**  says  a  fourth. — "  No,  indeed,**' 
says  Mrs.  Twfet,  **  he  made  no  oflfer,  n^ 
promise,  he  applied  for  no  licence,  he 
ordered  no  clotlies,  but,  yet  he  richly 
deserves  to  be  hkrigedjbr  all  that ; — 
though,  indted,  (she  would  generally 
ItHd  J  I  am  by  no  means  sure  that  Mr. 
Twist  ^'ould  have  alhwed  him  to  marry 
oiir  daughter  if  he  had  nmde  an  offer,, 
for  he  is  but  a  mean  looking  youth  after 
all,  though  he  is  to  be  a  lord;  and  his 
title,  when  it  comes  to  him,  is  but  a 
Scotch  one,  and  of  the  lowest  depree  ut 
all;  as  I  have  been, told;  and  Mi\T\vbt, 
1?  S 
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I  kxkoxv,  is  r^o^ed^  jn  h|s,,owj^  ioio4> 
never  to  let  Grizilda*  xxmty  }o(^\(yw  fuch 
.a  lord^  as  will  ia3.ke  f e«r  graod-dauj^teff 

.iadie^r  /  .  ./     ' 

.  'I  I.wpnder/'  pay3 .#rf  .Kc^^f ,  (I 
lieard  ttos*  fr^m-  aMtber.  of  her  neighr 
boursy  Mho  piroid^s^  no^  jto  say  a  wor4 
about  U>)  *'  I  woadet,''  pays  she^  **  Mrs. 
rTwifity  that  y^  c^n  call  hjqa  Va  meanT 
kolcjkng  youth  i'rrX  J^aye  ^ffewajf*  par* 
Ikujady  thowglri;,  mj^^elf,  that,  inde?^ 
pendant  of  his  title,  his  person  and  ta^ 
knts  Mrere  q\jt\t^  sufl^cient  to  recoair 
toend  himjto^  aoy  young  wonmn,  richi 
ar  poor,  noble  w  %noble ;— besides,  the 
e»y^a/e^  are  so  contiguous,  ttet  no  match 
could  have  been  so.  suitable  and  de- 
sirable, k  must  he  confessed,  and  as 
for  his  haron^i  he  OMght  eastiy,  witU 
such  a  fortune  as  they  would  have  ha(t 
together,  have  been  made  an  Eari,  pt 
a  Marqidsy  or  perhaps  9.  Duke  ^— Who^ 
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knows  ?— I  was  sfiily  kfmtd  'it  ¥^tt^ 
'n*a?  you,  tod  thfei^oreM^'i^^fyJkW^* 
lb  cbaiB  anfd  teR  j^^,  (i^}^  ItRdiigMt 
you  ^I'Wildf  rattier  \kdtc  It  ^rjt  fttrtfi.  k 
friend^  thah  froth 'an^  fcoite' iiftlMferiht 
|)ers6b  j-^-if  ft  were  at  fcH  a  *kkb^ 
ttiatter,  if  there  ^ite  stlH  the  feiwtf 
tiTitince  of  liis  marryirig  i^rtkr  daughtery 
I  should  have  waiited  patiently^  and, 
ion  wo  account^  have  ran  the  rikk  df  dils* 
Iburbing  your  feelings  unnedessarily,  but 
I  had  it  from  the  very  first  authority, 
from  Mr.  Hargrave  himself,  indeed,  who 
teame  to.  me  sb  full  of  it,  knd  sebmed  to 
pity  poor  Mis^  Txvist  so  much,  that  he 
could  talk,  of  nothing  else  all  the  while 
ke  was  with  me/*" 

'  •^  Pity  poor  Miss  Twisfi,  indeed  ! !  r 
•says  Mrs.  Twist  "  I  da  beg  and. 
iMreUt  that  he  will  keep  his^  pity  to 
hihiBdf;— jpif^  Miss  Twist  I-r-pitx.  &ur 
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daughter!! — pity  the  keiress  of  these 
Avide  domains,  because  $be  is  not  to 
inarry  a  poor  Scotch  baron ! ! — poor^ 
I  .npiay  weV  icall  bini,  for  I  am  told, 
he  gets  nothing  with  hi^  title  but 
his  great  gr^odfathers  picture,  and  a 
family  watch  i—pitjf  foor  Miss  Twist, 
'  indeed!!!— I  wonder,  Mrs.  Fidget,  you 
could  suffer  such  a  low  fellow  to  talk 
.so  in  y6ur  pre&euce.' — -**  Indeed,  nriy 
dear  madam,"  rejoins  Mrsu  Fidget,  *'  I 
did  not  feel  inclined  to  stop  him,  because 
,be  seemed  truly  and  most  sincerely 
to  feel  for  the  fruel  disappointment 
your  daughter,  .(%i  he  thought,)  was 
.about  to  suffer,  else  indeed^  I  should 
have  thought  it  impertinent,  as  you  saj, 
iox  such  a  low  man  to  have  pretended 
to  pity  your  daughter;  for^  though 
I  believe  him  to  be  a  good  inan 
in  bis  way,  every  body  knows  ui^ 
coubtedly,    that    some  of  his  aoces^ 
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;tors  were  no  better  than  dealers  iu 
drugSy  that  is,  in  snuffy  or  tobacco^  or 
some  such  filth  i" 

Thus  did  these  two  amiable  ladies, 
as  I  am  informed,  conduct  themselves 
towards  each  other,  upon  tliis  memo- 
rable occasion.  Mrs,  Fidget  never  rested 
talking  about  it,  'till  it  was  known 
all  over  the  country ;  and  the  more 
Mrs.  Twist  scorned  to  be  pitied^  the 
more  Mrs.  Fidget  insisted  upon  Jieling 
for  her, 

Misjs.  Mandevill^  was  now  a  frequent 
guest  at  the  Hall,,  and  my  father,  and 
mother  seemed  to  get  every,  day  mor^ 
fond  of  hen  Captain  Charleville  was 
^so  continually  with  us,  so.  that  wq 
made  a.  large  family  party..  My  fa,- 
tber's  journey  to  Scoiland,  h,^w^yer, 
feeined  to  become  eveiy  day  mor^ 
inevitable,  so  that  my  poot  moUier  wajj 
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Wy  lawy  and  little  capable  of  enjayfeg 
Iterselfso  maeh  as  wocddotbejrwise  havti 
been  the  case. 

^  *  Mr.  Twfet  appeared  to  be  too  much 

engrossed  t^ith  his  dogs  and  horse$> 
to  care  much  about  the  business.-^-^OiV 
Me  account  be  tvdB  rather  ^ad  thaa 
isorry,  at  the  course  of  thhigs,  namely, 
because  St  prddaced  a  greater  shyness 
thin  ever  between  his  femily  and  the 
Mandeviiles,  so  as  to  rendfer  ijt  highiy,' 
reasonabk  in  his  opinion,  that  he  Should: 
totalU/  and  entirebf  give  up  gomg  ta 
diurchy  which  he  had  certainly^  nevep. 
done  hithertOj  except  as  a  sort  of 
compliment  and  condescension  to  the 
family  at  the  Vicarage ;  -—^  he  now 
easily  deter riiined  in  his  own  iriinti;. 
tjiat  his  visits  there  might  be  attogc- 
ther  dispensed  "witk,  and  that  heftd^- 
fbrth,  without'  tl^ie  stttallest  let  ot-  hindl 

^  \  ^^iticcf^/Sundny  might/be  quite  as  iMutft. 
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^is^mm  as  any  <>tber  day  in  tJ^e  week; — 
this  gave  hiin  great  content; —  ^' Bob 
Dermont  may  have  all  the  Bermonisk^ 
aod  psalm-singing  to  himself^  now^'! 
«ays  be,  "  for  me;  -f-  I'll  Ipt  him  my 
whole  pewr  for  ^ixpeDce^  a  year,  and 
^ve  him  all  the  prayer  book^  and  h€»^ 
^ocks  into  the  bargain  :-^tfaey  are  non& 
of  your  0/4  rotten,  indented^  wovm^ 
eaten  comi^oditieg,  I  promise  you,  bull 
all  as  good  as  new,  though  they  have 
been  there  these  ten  years;— knee  nevef 
touched  one  of  them  yet,^  to  the  best  o€ 
0iy  knowledge,  saving  asd  excepting^ 
perhfkps^  Saint  IFatson'^  ^' ^  (mesmpg, 
the  Governess  ;) — and  I  famcy  lAdee^ 
Mr.  Twist  was  perfectly  COi^refetj^JgC;, 
the  truth  is, — they  genetajk^  sat  :clp8i^ 
up  in  the  di&rent  corpecs  qI  the  pewj. 
en^ged  in  pending  novels,  sleeping,  01^ 
Qtiaking  fiin:  of  all  that  waa  going  foiv 
ward  ; — I  must,  say,,  howeverj  they  had 
^  dscmcif  to  sit  up.  ^q  clo9ft  ia  thi^ 
I 
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comers,  that  nobody  could  see  what 
they  were  about ; — neither  the  parsorr, 
nor  the  cle7%  nor  the  churchzvardens, 
nor  the  sexton^  nor  one  of  tlse  singers^ 
nor  any  of  the*  people  up  in  the 
gallery:  —  in  fact,  onfy  GOD  AL- 
1V1IGHTY  ! ! !  -^-^  Thinks^ Lto^n^self, 
'~  possibly f  HE  isaw  them  all  the  while ; 
' — in  the  church,  and  out  of  the  ehurcb, 
most  likely;  — in  the  co^iiers  of  the 
said  pew,  as  much  as  in  the  very  middle 
4if  it!  •        •      • 

Twlsf  s  common  practice  was  to  keep 
Sunday  for  travelling. — The  rofed  on 
that  ^ajy'ht  wcfukl  say,  was  so  uii- 
Jaiiyimbe^^  with  eafts  atid  wdggmsy 
that  he^Waj?  determined  ircwr  to  jour* 
pey  on  anydther  day  in  the  week  bat 
thaty  if  he  isould  possibly  help  it;— 
and  surely  he  was  right ;  ior>  ce^rtaihiy^ 
waggons  and  c«,it8,  with  the  dust  they 
Hi0ik!t   in  sutHiuer}  and  Ibe  dpia^hii^g 

i 
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they-  make  in  winter,  and  the  certainty 
of  being  a! ways  in  the  way,  whether 
you  meet  them,  or  come  behind  tliem, 
are  most  intolerable  nuisances;  —  you 
may  say  what  you  will  of  theif  utilitif 
in  carrying  corn^  or  hajj^  or  tnn^ips, 
or  carrots,  into  the  metropolis,  or 
bringing  manure  out  of  it,  but  it  caq- 
not  be  denied,  that  to  wch  travellers 
as  Twist,  they  are  shocking  impedi- 
ments; and  I  must  ta:ke  upon  me  to 
say,  that  any  nobleman  or  gentleman^ 
who  is  as  rich  as  Twist,  avd  has  as 
much  command  of  his  time,  and  as 
much  courage,  cannot  do  better  than 
iajdopt  his  plan : — double  turnpikes  need 
not  stop  sJch  travellers : — I  confess,  I 
kn^iw  nothing  that  can  render  it  0/ 
all  objectionable,  except  the  fourth 
commandment;  that,  I  very  well 
know,  bids  us  "  to  keep  holy  tl^e  Sab- 
bath day,"  and  not  only  to  do  .np 
manner  of  M-ork  in  it  ourselves,    but 
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not  to  let. our  sonfs,  or  oiir  daughters,  I 
or  our  men-servants,  or  maid-servants, 
do  any; — no,  nor  our  cattle,  or  even 
the  stranger  tiiat  happens  to  be  within 
our  gates;— ^but,  since   travelting  im- 
'plies,  in  the  very  definition  of  the  word, 
a  quitting  of  homCy   and,    of  course, 
all   the    relations    above    enumerated, 
whfethfer  the  commandment  can  possibljf 
be  Intended' to  prevent  our  cmpettingj 
'or  bribing^  or  seducing  oiher- peoples^ 
sons  land  daughters^  men-sercanfSy  wcid 
mdid'sertants^  cattle^  and  strangers^  ta 
work  on  the  Sabbath,  nay,  to  do  any 
manner   of  work   that   ttie    rich  may 
choose  to  call  upon  them  to  do,  I  leave 
no  be  settled  add  determirtied  by  all  those 
who  may  wish  and  desire  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  convenience  of  an  unin- 
cumbered road. — I  confess,  I  have  often 
considered  the  point  myself,  and  shall 
candidly   confess,    that   I   think    not! 
-  indeed  I  am  so  much  persuaded  oif  this. 
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that  rich  as  I  now  am,  I  actudlly  rievqr 

ifdre  to  travel  on  a  Suruk^y  except  in 

^  case  of  absolute   and  indispeusable 

necessity  .'-^so  far,  I  must  confess,  our 

n'eighbour  Twist  was  a  tnan  of  more 

'Spirit   and  resolution  than  either  my 

faihcT^  or  myself; — ^he  did  not  seem  to 

care  a  fig  for  the  fourth  commandmertt» 

find  therefore  stood   updn  no  sort  oif 

ceremony  about  violating  itytaototlly  by 

encouraging  and  promoting  all  the  un^ 

hkllowed  work  Iiapeak  df,  robbir^  anTl 

depriving  men,  cattle,   and  strangers^i 

of  the  rest  God  would  have  given  them, 

but   by  keeping  the  Sabbath  as   un-^ 

holy  as  he  could  keep  it,  and  tempthig 

and  forcing  others  continually  to  do  the 

3ame. 

There  was  another  thing  of  which 
Twist  was  exceedingly  fond : — ^^I  mean 
htting  upon  all  sorts  of  events:— I 
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have  already  mentioned   his  bet  with 
Lord  ■ ,   on  Bob  Gubbias.  Bibd 

Big  Beelzebub : — if  any-body  had   bat 
ofiered  him  the  wager,  he  would  have 
betiedj  I  make  ho  doubt^  that  he  would 
find    "  a    camelt"'   that   would    "  go 
through  the  eye  of  a  needle  f*  —  and. 
indeed  I  wonder»  that  among  the  many 
bets  sought  gut  and  inventedi  by  the 
•porting  and  gambling  speculators  of 
the  day,  thh  has  never  been  attempted ; 
«~for^  should  it  ever  be  attended  with 
success^  (the  torture  and  agony  of  th6 
squeezed  camel  need  n&ver  stand  in  the 
way  !)  it  would   seem  to  follow,   as  a 
matter   of .  course,    that  it  would    be 
quite  as  feasible  fur  such  sort  of  "  ricA** 
fellows  as  Twist  and  his  associates,  to 
get  tQ  Heaven  ;r- which,  I  am  afraid, 
will  continue  as  problematical  HaUfrer, 
if  things  happen  to  proceed  Just  a^^y 
now  do.  "4^^ 
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t}(  matches   against  time  also  *  (as' 
they  are  called,)    Twist   was  equally 
fond. — Now  these  are,  comparatively, . 
well   enough ;  —  because,  though  per- ' 
baps  in  the   course  of  every  year  a' 
number  of  useful  and  innocent  animals : 
may  get  harassed  and    tormented  out 
oF  their  lives,  yet  there  is  no  difficulty 
ia    determining    who    wins    and    who' 
loses ;  —  but,    matches    against   eter- 
i^iTY,    (l>y    which    I    understand    all 
matches,  that  may,  on  account  of  the 
cruelty^  profligacy ^    or  folly  attending 
th^ra,    be    taken    accoimt    of    heue- 
AFTER,)    are   certainly  very   silly,   be* 
cause,  for  what  we  can  ever  know,  in 
this    mortal    stage  of   our    lives,    the 
greatest  winner-  may  be  the    greatest 
looser  after  all!   Twist  liimself,  abso- 
lutely  kijled    two   beautiful    (and  fu' 
voimte!)   ponies    at    this    very  work, 
and    yet    he  thought   he  won;  —  but, 
'rhinhs-I-to-myselfy  perhaps^  after   all, 
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i^^st;ioCf  .*'  the  race  is  not  ^liVMfs 
1Q  the  mifiT — ".there  is  a  ^^mi^^ 
gfitf  and  a  tiwe.ta  fesw;**— -^^  tbe  iwer- 
cifid  mem  doeth  good  to  hb  own  soQi, 
butheChab  i&y  cruel  tcoubl^  fait  owa 

I  am  wiUing,  ho^^?6r,  to  hope  and 
believe^  tbatvTiyistiWafi  not  in. hisi  heart 
a  pnrfkssed  gambltr.    A  certain  degree 
of  self-delusion  hid  from  his  view  both 
the  profligacy  and  danger  of  most  of 
his  occupations  ajod  pursuits^  but  I  aui 
rather  anxious,  to  record  it  of  him,  that 
he  wa3  not,  a|3 1  said  before,  9Lpr^essed 
gamester.     He  would  take  a  bet  when 
o&red^  and  he  would  pky  with  those 
who  were  accmtomed  to  play,  but  he 
did  not  go  out  of  his  way  to  seduce  the 
young  and  umuspectmg ;  to  ^i|tU0^ 
vantage  of  the  igmrani^  and  <^4Hf/>' 
he  did  4iot  go  the  length   of  wa^|p|y 
mafd?ig  heev<kc  ofthepeaceoffamiUes^' 
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''^tiuing^Qg^  the,  heart  of,  thq  foad|flp» 

the  helpless  prphan,  the  aged  parOT^  by^ 

efifectipg^  thQ  rapid  and  instantaneQui^, 

rui^  of  thosje  to  whom  they  looked, for. 

support   and   comforf*    He  was,  not, 

siwjh  a  VILLAIN  a3  THIS  /amounts,  to*   I . 

have,  on  tb^  confrftiy,  more  tba«  once 

he^4  ^^^°?  declare,  that  he  woyld  go  far 

tq.saye  any^a^f^from  the- Wflfre«  that 

ai;e  laifi  for  them  at  a,  gaming  table,  and 

to,  prevent  thair  taking  the  Jirst  step 

into  ,that  gulph  of  horror,  aqd  despairm 

^professed  and  systematic  gambler  he 

«ver  regarded  as  a  wretch  too  base  to. 

be  entitled  to  the  common  rights  acid 

privileges  of  society;  he  knew,^  indeed, 

iQUch  of  their  di;$graceful  and  pernicious 

habits .  and   practices,    having  himself 

nearly  fallen  a  yictiiq  to  their  treacher* 

ous,  seductive,  and  base  arts  in  his  early 

days;    a    circumstance  which    always 

appeared  to  have  made  a  particular  im<* 

pression  on  his  mind^>and  which  thou^^ 


Digitfzed  by  V:iOOQIC 
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hmi  away  entirely  frpoi  such  irratioaqi 
and  hazardous .  pursultSi  yet  made  hitn 
oicdasionally  feel,  and  even  tremble,  for 
others  who  were  not  in  the  way  to  know 
(what^e  knew)  of  the  barbarous  decep^ 
tions^  low  cunningj  and  base  designs  of 
habitual  gamesters,  and  bow  liable  the 
young  J  the  ignorant^  nnd  the  unwiary^ 
are  to  W  drawn  into  that  sad  vortex  of 
dissipation  and  ruin.  What  a  pity  that 
he  could  not  have  gone  a .  few  steps 
farther,  and  seen  the  folly  and  corrupt 
tendency  of  his  own  mode  of  life,  and 
that  of  most  of  his  iasspciates ;  for  bad 
ea^atnple  may,  and  often  does,  as  «fFec- 
tualiy  and  ^s  fatally  take  the  young  and 
unwary,  by  surprize,  as  the  most  pre- 
meditated design^  or  the  most  studied 
dlsstjnulation. 

My  father  and  Mr.  Hargravc  were 
nqff  very /soon  to  set  off  for  Scotland ; 
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to  the  great  concern  and  r^ret  of  all 
the  party :  —  no  little  boy  goicig  to 
school  for  the  first  time,  could  have 
more  admonitions  given  him,  by  his 
nnother,  than  my  father  received  from 
iDiae,  as  the  time  for  bis  departure 
approached;  I  had  had  a  spice  of  the 
same  myself  when  I  went-i*-if>to  the 
ftam^remote  country :— numberless  were 
the  expedients  endeavoured  to  be  im- 
pressed upon  his  memory,  how  to  a»-, 
certain  to  a  certainty  at  every  inn, 
whether  the  bedding  or  sheets  were 
davip  ; — purses  were  regularly  and  sys- 
tematically made  up  for  highzt^ayvien^ 
for  fear  he  should  get  shot,  through 
any  delay  in  the  delivery  of  what  thihf , 
might  be  pleased  to  ask  for ; — ^and  the 
strongest  intreaties  were  made  use  of, 
to  prevent  his  ever  attempting  to  de^ 
fend  himself  in  c&se  he  should  be  at- 
tacked, for  fear  it  might  be  mscMif 
strued  into  xvilful  resistance; — with^ 
VOL.  II,  E 
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view  to  which,  his  pistols,  which  had 
been  ordered  to  be  got  ready,  were  put 
back  again  a  thousand  times,  my  mo- 
ther never  being  able  to  settle  in  her 
own  mind,  whether  in  such  t^enconfres, 
the  defence  or  trposiire  of  one's  person 
were  most  secure- 
But  tlie  medicine  chest  with  which' 
he  was  provided,  was  the  most  curi- 
ous. —  My  fether  hated  physic,  —  as 
well  the  use  as  the  taste  of  it ; — he  ge- 
nerally enjoyed  an  excellent  state  of 
health,  and  scalrce  knew  tiie  name  of 
one  of  the  diseases  with  which  the  bulk 
of.  mankind  are  tormented  ;  —  but  the 
medicine  chest,  which  my  mother's  ex- 
treme care  and  anxiety  had  induced 
her  to  prepare  for  the  occasion,  would 
have  led  'any  one  to  think  he  was  sub- 
ject to  all  the  maladies  under  the  sun : 
a&  the  gout  had  once  be^  in  his  fa- 
tnikyy  according  to  tradition,  there  was 
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eaei  ^w\m  coBipwrUiJeitt  filfed  with  m^ 
dkinea  to  core  that  complaint  in  case 
ke  skmild  haw  k^  and  anotber  with 
KtedkiQes  to  bring  the  gout^  in  case 
Ise  should  seem  to  want  it,  and  have 
it  mt;  —  there  was  laudanum  to  put 
him  to  sleep,  and  emetics  and  stimu- 
lants to  relieve  and  awaken  him  in  cfase 
he  should  happen  to  take  too  much, 
and  sleep  too  long ; — there  were  abun- 
dance of  nostrums  to  keep  off  infection, 
and  just  as  many  to  cure  it  in  case  it 
could  not  be  kQpt  off;  —many  coolitig 
preparations  were  added  for  fear  be 
should  ever  be  over-heated^  and  the 
like  proportion  of  a^rdials  and  carm-^ 
natives  in  case  he  should  ever  suffer 
from  cold; — every  powder,  and  packet, 
and  bottle,  and  box,  besides,  b^ng 
regularly  labelled,  and  marked  inside 
and  out,  in  a  hand  the  most  legible, 
for  fesir  of  any  perplexity  or  nnstafee 
iQ   the    adininistration  of  thp    «ever4i 
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remedies,— but  mt  inotherwasnbtMoe' 
other  mothers  or  other  wives ;  such  ma-r 
ternal  aod  conjugd  feelings  as  her^s  are 
now  so  out  of  vogue,  that  I  expect  no 
credit  for  what  I  have  related: — ^yet  so 
it  was. — At  last,  the  day  came  for  their 
departure,  and  the  heart-breaking  sepa* 
ration  took  place. 

IMrs.  Mandeville  was  a  great  comfort^ 
to  my  mother  during  my  father's  ab- 
sence, the  mor;e  so,  undoubtedly,  from 
the  new  situation  in  which  they  stood 
connected  with  each  other; — but  she 
was  certainly  a  most  sensible  and  ami** 
able  woman,  very  different  from  most  of 
our  other  neighbours* 

In  the  mean  while,  Mrs.  Fidget  did 
all  she   could   to   set   us   against  the. 
Twists,  as  she  had  previously  done  all 
she    dould,   to  set  them   against    us: 
i^nd  this  iipon  the  avowed  pretence  of. 
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1)eing  the  particular  friend  of  both  par- 
ties :-i-whatever  Mrs.  Twist,. in  her  di«- 
appoiiftment>  happened  to  utter  against . 
usy  Mrs.  Fidget,  out  of  her  extreme 
friendship  ixndregardj  took  care,  to 
repeat  at  Grumbletborpe^  as  qutclc  as 
the  could;  and  every  thing  she  saw 
passing  at  Grumblethorpe,  that  she 
tliought  could  at  ail  tend  to  revive  or 
aggravate  Mrs.  Twist's  disappointment, 
she  wa«  just  as.  careful  to  make  known 
as  speedily  as  possible  at  Nicotium 
Caatle  :-t-^**  I  suppose;  yoii  haw.  beard 
ivhat  Mrs.  Twist  says,"  wasithe  general 
bent  of  her  conversation  with  «*,  and, 
'^  What  a  deal  of  love-making  there  is 
fit  the  Hall,"  her  continual  remark  at 
Nicotium  Castle. 

.  I  cannot  help  mentioning  these  things^ 
because  this  sort  of  character  is  so 
extremely  rare  atid  uncomma/i c-^m  the 
whole  circle  of  your  flitluaiiitaxwe,  j^ea*- 
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tte  reader,  in  toiva  or  country,  in  public 
or  in  private,  I  don't  Suppose  you  ^mr 
met  with  suck  u  woman^  as  Mrs.  Fi^^ ! 
her  deligbt  tras  to  go  ftom  t»ie  house  to 
anottier  among  her  neighbours,    pur- 
posely to  report  and  cinnmunicate  at 
each,  whatever  she  knew  to  he  most 
Ukely  to  occasion  dktress  and  vexatioii ; 
and  if  there  vdi^  a  chancer  of  any  shy* 
ness  or  open  rupture  between  any  two 
parties  ensuing  from  it^  so  much  the 
better  for  Mrs,  Rdget — ^There  was  ne* 
thing'  too  bad  for  her  thus  to  convey 
front  one  neighbour  to  another..   The 
worse.iadeed  it  was,  so  much  ^  bett^ 
for  h^  ;-H»he  seemed  indeed  to  be  con  ^ 
stantly  making  experiments  how  iwt  on$^ 
person  could  bear  to  be  told,  that  a»e^ 
ther  person  thought  her  a  fool^  or  a 
devily  or  old^  or  ugly,  or  niadi  or  prohd^ 
®r,  pcevishj  or  covetowy  or  artftd,  or 
hypocritical:  —  though  she  was  careful 
euQtjgh  to  varnfth  over  the  conununi^* 
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cation  of  any  such  pleasant  piece  bf  news 
with  a  certain  affected  laugh,  which^ 
though  it  might  be  intended  to  express 
ker  particular  dissent,  said,  as  plainly  as 
possible,  —  **  And  sure  enough  I  think 
it  truer 

It  was  tbua^  la  this  tight  airy  sort  of 
way,  that  i%  that  I  was  first  made  ac- 
qiiainted  wkh  the  reiection  oast  upon 
my  Honourable  person  by  Mrs.  Twist, 
and  to  which  I  have  before  alluded  :-^ 
"  I  suppose  you  knoir.  Mn  Der^ont/* 
«ays  she,  "  ivhat  Mrs.  Twist  calls 
you;— I  smipQse  yoii  knbM^  that  siw 
thinks  }^ou  a  !^  n$em  koking<yoiktk^'  ha; 
4ia,  ha,  he,  lie,  hc,-^ — ^a  mean  looking 
2/outk  indeed  I  and  "  ptfor  into  the  bar^ 
gain  /'  —  she  says,  "  you  are  to  get 
nothing  with  your  title,  but  your  great 
grahdfetber^s  portrait,  and  a  family 
watch;" — but  xlid  you  -hoar  ^'hat.  she 
says  of   MUs  Mamdeville;   too:-^sI>o 
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says,  *^  sloe  looks,  for  all  the  world, 
like  a  lump  of  snow ;  or  a  rice'dumpUng^ 
without  any  6w;ee/-incat  m  it,"  ha,  ha^ 
hit,  S^c. 

I  could  mention  a  hundred  *  other 
things  to  the  same  effect,  iu  which  the 
malice  and  ill-nature  of  this  neighbour Ijf 

friend^  and  friendly  neighbour,  were 
equally  conspicuous^  but  really,  such 
a  character  is  so  very  outre,  so  e?/* 
iirdy  out  of  the  common  course  of 
tkingSy  so  perfectly  c^j»fr^  to  one's 
mdxxx^y  experience  of  the  %;^^*^^/A^ 

.  toorld,  that  I  could  nofe^^cyqpect  td  be 
credited  oti  my  bare  wocd/  nay,  su: 
tiot  on  my  oath: — Who  could  ppssi 
believe  me,  if  I  were  to  assert  it  ever 
to,  that  Mrs.  Fidget,  after  trying  all 
she  could  to  set  us  against  Mrs.  Twiit, 
could  take  the  trouble  of  going  ex- 
pressly to  Nicotium  Castle  merely  0 
tell  the  latter^  how  much  she  was  mr* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


•Sir 


81 

0 

prized  and  grieved  to  fiad  that  she 
(Mrs.  Twist)  was  not  so  great  a  fevou- 
rite  at  Grumbletborpe  Hall  as  here- 
tofore !  I  say,  gentle  reader,  could  you 
from  your  know/edge  of  the  worlds  and 
crperience  of  human  conduct,  ever  be- 
lieve, that  aw/  mch  malicious  creature 
as  Mrs.  Fidget  could  exist  ?  and  yet  I 
declare  I  know  this  to  be  the  fact,  nay^ 
and  that  she  would  have  been  very 
much  hurt  if  any  body  had  been  before^ 
hand  with  her;  that  is,  had  got  the 
start  of  her,,  kx.  communicating  th» 
friendly  ^0L  most  agreeable  piece  of 
intelligeil 


;edapNi 


Three  dajPafter  my  father  had  quitted 
nSy  my  poor  niother  was  made  super-* 
\latively  happy  by  receiving  a  letter 
s^v^om  him,  to  inform  her  that  he  be- 
fieved  he  should  not  have  occasion  to 
gp  farther  than  London^  for  th&t  his 
kwyer  had  had  a  letter  from  the  pai?-^ 
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ties  in  Scotland,  to  say,  that  in  conse- 
quence  of  the  information   communi- 
cated to  thcrn,  they  should. not  attempt 
to  contest  tfce  point ; — that  the  docti* 
tnents  that  had  been  rfiscovei-d,  were, 
in  ah  likelihood,   too  clear  to  be  set 
aside,    and  therefore,   that  they   were 
trilling  to  have  it  settled  by  teferenie* 
to  counsel  in  London. — ^The  case  wai* 
accordingly  submitted   to  terrain  pe96 
sdnsof  the  greatest  eminence  in  West- 
fnirister  Hall,  and  sp'eedily*  determined, 
ivilTiout  a  dissehtierft  Wim^  in  our  fa- 
vour.— In  leiss  than  a  fOrtr#|ht,  there- 
fore, my  father  returned  J|M|D00pB*r 
annum  richer  than  ivhenf^^^ent 
u'S,        ■  ^ 

*  It  was  we//  bestoWdj  -for  he  Was  '4* 
most  munificent,  bfenevoleiYr,  diaritabfe^ 
than :— if  k'fellow-crejitdre  ^tood  indeed* 
of  assistance,  tiis  pufse  tvas'bpen':--^ 
he  gave  freely  to  the  ^ratefal  '^lAf  'X%^^ 

V 
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ungrateful ;  for  I  am  sorry  to  say,  there 
were  many  of  the  latter  among  those 
he  benefited :  —  the  poor,  in  general, 
were  extremely  unthankful : — they  would 
receive  his  bounty;  turtsey  and  bow, 
and  thank  him,  when  they  met  hkn^ 
but  always  covet  more,  and  do  him 
damage  without  compunction  or  re- 
morse : — he  knew  it  as  well  as  I  do ; 
i^y  still  he  vrould  give  ;  for,  he  would 
sayy  thdy  kno%v  »o  better;  they  havfe 
not  been  Unrated  €t§  we  have  been: 
•—givey  ajnd  it  shall  be  given  you  again ; 
-^if  noi;  by  tiicwse  you  "serve,  yet  by 
God  Ah»igbty^  which  is  fai'  better  seen- 
rily. 

It  will  tie  easily  snppdsed,  that  occa- 
sionally \ve  had  among  ourselves,, 
much  cofltver^ion  .  and  consuUatioa 
about  thie  /appsrottcifnng  !9upitisi*s  i>oth. 
df  tnysdf  amd  my  ^iiXet :— all  wmci5i, 
JMng   matte]: ;  of  m^n^  {)riTate  ^is^e^^ 
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cern  and  arrangement,  I  certainly  need 
not  trouble  the  reader  with  it; — there 
vere  many  othei'  things  also  to-  be 
tiiought  of; — I  was  not  far  now  from 
being  of  age ;  don't  6tarie,  gentle  reader ; 
1  say  I  was  now  nearly  of  age :  — 
**  Tempus  fugity^  you  know,  or,  in 
plain  English,  Time  flies!  you  may 
tliink  what  you  please  about  the  length 
of  time  most  accordant  with  the  o4|||hf» 
of  events,  as  they  seem  to  stand  in  mis 
narrative^  but  I  am  almost  positive^ 
that  I  must  have  been  nearly  of  age^ 
or,  if  not,  that  there  is  no  great  harm 
done  by  pretending  to  be  so: — you 
will  remember  that  I  have  never  once 
told  you  how  old  I  was  at  the  Ew 
ginning  of  this  book,  when  Mrs.  Hdget 
and  the  pug-^gs  paid  their  fir^t  visit 
^tGrumblethorpe  Hatlf  so  thatof  coome 
you  dont  know  how  old  I  was  when  I 
went  to  Scodand ;-— nor  can  you  tdl 
estadiy  :bow  long  I  was  upon  the  rand 
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thither,  taking  in  the  excursion  to  the 
Lakes: — then  I  remained  in  Scotland^ 
if  you  recollect,  full  two  years,  as  I 
took  particular  cai^e  to  tell  you,  and 
returned  from  Scotland  rather  slowly : 
* — ^then  as  to  the  time  expended;  in 
fnaking  love  to  Endly  after  I  had 
permission  to  do  so,  its  exact  dura- 
tion has  been  purposely  kept  secret 
•4|(HB  you,  so  that  I  am  well  assured, 
thll  let  your  critical  acumen  be  what  it 
may,  you  Imve  no  fair  right  to  dispiftt^  . 
my  being  now  nearly  of  age* 

'  As  a  most  amazing  entertainment  was 
intended  to  be  given  at  the  s^ra  of  this 
joyous  event,  my  father  conceived  that 
it  would  be  well,  if  possible,  to  bring 
the  two  jubilees  together :  or,  as  Mrs. 
Fidget  would  say,  to  "  kill  twd  or  i 
three  birds  with  one  stone  ;*^ — thatis^ 
that  I  should  be  married  about  that 
tme }  either  a  lit^  bdJQXc  or  9..  Ittli^ 
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i^r  ;-^ehd^  if  Captaia  Cliarlwille  and 
my  sister  shoi^ld  choose  to  avail  them* 
selves  of  the  same  opportuaity,  they 
^«re  welcome  to  do  it ;— thus  the  whole 
business  might  rather  reseoabie  the  rich 
CarMadhos  'wedding  in  Don  Quwotte^ 
Where  Sancho  Fanza  ladled  up^  if 
joia  remember^  w/iok  dtioks^  and 
thick^ntj  knd  mucking  pig^  at 
dip  into  the  poti  and  now  Lspe 
Sancko  PnmOy  myj^cfart^  alnuist 

;hink  I  could  not  iavit^  him  to  my 
wedding;— how  delighted  I  should  havQ 
been  to  have  seen  him  there : — how  I 
wouM  have  stufied  him,  hisr  body,  and 
his  w-alletB  too,  with  rarities  and  daiO'^ 
(ies,  and  ali  icind^  of  choice  tlungs  l*-«-buk 
fenough  ofthis. 

'  My  cotnihgof  age  led  )also  to  other 
thfings.^ — Tjie  title  a«id  §^te  that  had 
come- to  my  father  liad  given  him  aa 
Infiiicnce-  in  Mate  of  tj»e  «i§€iMch  fiof^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


'"^ 


8/ 


fooghs;  and  he  ekpi^esstd  to  me  hii 
wish  that  I  should  be  in  Parliament : 
— Ciodpole  in  Parliament  1 — Thinks-I'^ 
to-'fn^selfj  was  ever  such  a  thing  heard 
6f  as  a:  Ctodpole  in  Parliainent ! ! — I  ^ 
actually  did  not  reckon  myself  quite 
fit  for  it,  and  everf  ventured  one  day  to 
tell  my''  father  sd :— "  Not  Jit  for  it,^* 
i^a^l^itl  **  Purely  you  'are  as  fit  as  ihis\ 
IHj^Hv,  and  fotherj"*  wham  he  ran 
oi^^nh  such  a  volubility  of  reckon^j|t 
ing  through  the  A's  and  B's  and  ^'^^Hp 
quite  down  to  Izzard^  (I  know  not 
how  marty lie' enumerated)  ending,  un-^ 
fortufiately, 'with  two  or  three  of  the 
fP'hip  'dub,'agamst  whom*  he  had  ar 
particular  spite  :^-^"  Surely,  my  boy,^ 
says  my  father,  ^^  /you  are  as  fit  to  be 
in 'P&i4?ament  as  such  fellorvias^  those  /" 
I  *Wd3  aVwiiys  sorry,  I  confess,  •  to  hear 
rifm  '  say  so,  of  the  Whip  Club ;  be-- 
oiyeMt'was'one  of   the  few  preja- 

(Mecfe^r  lM(f  *iifat  xcfuld  be  said  to  W 
6 
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pt  all  uiH^asonable;,forI^i^^ii«^ 
possibly  agree  with  him  about  )^t^^ 
ttctilar  assoQiation  of  cENTLEarEH  j^— : 
I  always  supposed  that  it  mu$];  be 
altogether  impossible  for  ja^;  bod^  to 
see  those  illustrious  persQii^g^  qiiit 
tlie  metropolis  in  the  way  tbej  ar^  $£*- 

customed  to  do,  at  broad  PiiTi  ba^ 

I  .... 

RoucuB  after    barouche^    ai^flfjfggaed 
as  EXACTLY    as    possible  IjM 

•^       COACHMEN^  DRIVING  THEl^^il 

JKfKKf^^T!S,  &c.  &c.  &c.— but  they  must 
^^^  be  tempted  to  think,  at  least,  if  not 
to  saj;  to  themselves,  (^3  I  geaerally 
do)  what  tcseful,  what  tt)?^f,. /what  w- 
LiaMcj  whnt  impprtanty  what  £gnijkd 
members  of  the  state  ! ! !  I  . 

And  now  I  am  upon  tliis  most  iftte* 
resting  subject^  I  cannot  help  a^dipg 
that  I  still  more  admire  the  tandem 
Club,  because  those  gentleman  ii»i9t  q£ 
necessity  be  better  coaishaym  tbMi  w^ 
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of  tbeT^e$t :— the./bwr  horses  of  a  Bar 
rouche  are  so  harnessed  and  hooked 
together^  that  in  a  great  measure  th«y 
take  care  one  of  anotber,  (if,  indeed, 
they  should  all  four  happen  to  agree  to 
run  away  at  once,  mercy  upon  all  be- 
hind them !  not  to  mention  all  before 
them—)  but  in  a  tandem,  I  see  xuxtbing 
to  induce  the  leader  to  keep  his  course 

^«l^ht  forward,  but  an  address  oh  tb€ 
part  of  the  charioteer,  as  nearly  as  can 
be  supernatural;  for,  if  the  fbre^horM^^^ll^ 
chooses  to  ^o  to  the  right  or  the  left  on 
a  sudden,  he  may  plainly  overset  the  car- 
riage, before  any  creature  upon  earth 

-  sitting  five  yards  behind  him,  could  be 
quick  enough  to  bring  him  to  his  senses ; 
especially  if  a  pig,  or  a  jack-ass,  or  a 
triod-mill,  or  a  pack  of  gypsies,  or  a 
sciftsar-griftder's  machinery,  should  staod 

»«  bis  way:   and,  for  my  own  part,  I 

« thMfi  /eiM(^t^0f  tandems  w^  particular  hf 
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•in  the  waj  I  describe  ;-Hmmbef»  and 
numbers  have  I  seeo  perform  this  ma- 
nosuvre,  so  suddenly  afKl  luiexpectedly, 
that  one  would  have  sworn. it/imist  be 
done  on  purpose  to  confound  the  driver; 
— atod  the  assurance  and  hnpudence 
with  which  they  do  H,  in  soaie  instances, 
is  past  all  description;  staring  all  the 
while  full  m  the  faces  of  those  in  th^ 
carriage  as  ontch  as  to  wy,  X  must 
imwe  a  p^p  at  the  fools  behind  that  are 
,^  fBTEtdndidg  to  tiiana^  me«  It  is^  bow* 
«^^,  Iffnust  confess^  a  glaring^w/ra^- 
iiciiony  that  irairHff^i'i^er/ people  should 
fidrive  jtandemsi,  i(i  speak  to  Scholars;) 
yet  such  thirds  are!  Hea^vi^  protect  Ms 
Majesty's  liege  subjects !— • 

Wall,  I  was  to  be  in  Pttrliament,  bm 
ieon  as  ^  fkir  opportunity  ^sbouM  0c»;un 
^-^I  w^isto  rept^seatfiawe'siK  or  sevca 
Scotch  l^ot'ougtos,  $s^^(^iiQfmaaumChMrl&f 
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toy  coastituents  as  I  could.— J^AM^-Z. 
tchvttf^lfj  this  sounds  odd: — but,  yet; 
Why  not? — Who  knows  all  his  consti^ 
tuents,  or  gets  acquainted   with  them 
otherwise  ? — And,  perhaps^  I  may  be  as 
competent  to  legislate  for  the  empire  at 
large  with  but  few  constituents,  and  lit« 
tie  commtmicatidn   with  thekn,  as  if  I 
were  to  represent  Westminster,  or  Mid* 
dlesex,  or  London,  and  held  an  inter* 
eourse  with  thism  ^atlif^  \ti  Taverns,  or 
wi  Hustings^  or  from  triumphal  cats, 
or  in  Westmimt^r  IMl,   or  from  the 
Ufp  OT  l^x  of  an   Hiackney  Coach.    I 
say,  perhaps:  I  had  ra&er  of  ttte  two 
have  few  constituents,  and  confsider  my- 
self as  representative  of  the  nation  at 
large,  than  a  multitude  of  such  whimsi- 
cal chaps,  such  odd  friends  of  liberty, 
as  would  never  sufi^  me  so  much  as  to 
think  even  tb  myself,   any  thing  con* 
trary  to  their  particular  tvhims  and  ca- 
prices,  {nay,  perhaps  their  local  and 
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personal  prejudices^  und,  unless  I  bowed 
dozen  to  Mem,. with  almost  idolatrous 
worship,  would  be  sure  to  pelt  me  witii 
cabbage-stalks  or  brick-bats^  dead  cais 
or  dead  dogs^  rotten  apples  ,or  rotten 
eggs! — as  to  the  reai  patriotism  or  ge- 
poine  liberaUtif  of  such  chaps>  Tkmks^ 
I-tofm/seifi  it  is  all  a     — '*!  aud  a 

Bro  EQpKCJNG  O*\£/tp0! — 

'^ ,  But,  the  niimster^ — the  mimsttr;--- 
he  inay  have  ati  undue  it^t^enGe  over 
me;— aye,  89  he  naay  indeed,  9XiAThinks^ 
^-to-myselfyih^fQ  cofi,  jto  \>&  sjure,  be  no 
pndue  influence  in  a  blu^eon  /—m  fuss* 
ingSy  and  hootingSy  and  peltings,  and 
cat-calk,  and  placards :-rtio ;  these  arei 
njighty  harmless,  amiable,  deligMful 
helps  to  freedom  of  thought,  and  speech, 
and  conduct :— Heaven  bless  the  people 
who  \\ish  to.  call  tjiem  into  action  every 
three  years  instead  of  *^viw/-~Our 
Scotch  boroughs  areii  at  iem%'  {T/ii^S'^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  ' 


93 

I-iOrm^fself,)  as  well  off  as  the  minority 
in  any  popular  election,  mbo  must,  in 
the  is&ue  of  things,  be  contented  to  be 
represtoted,  not  only  by  a  man  not  of 
their  owb  choice,  but  by  one  who  pos- 
sibly has,  by  himself  or  friends,  done 
all  be  could  to  exasperate  and  affront 
them  1 

But  integrity y  integrity  ; — aye,  there's 
the  rub; — integrity  is  every  thing: — 
no  corruption  ; — no  place-men;— no: — , 
down  with  them  all! — integrity  is  the 
only  qualification  for  a  Parliament  man ; 
—come  then,  all  you  honest  Tonv  Dashes, 
drive  up. to  London;— you  honest  coun-f 
try  gentlemen  that  never  breathed  the. 
corrupt  air  of  a  court,  or  a  royal  resi- 
dence, or  wished  to  get  a  step  ^higher  in 
the  world;— you  are  the  people,  the 
only  people  ;-^W  have  no  preju^o^y 
no  piques^  no  passions,  po  partialities^ 
no j^^essimal.hiMy  no  pretensions  be^. 
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yond  bitegrity.  ;^\et  Ar/afe  itdke  care  ef 
itself^<-*^nd  llie  anrnfi  end  t)|e  mit^^^ 
and  the  dmTcb,'?aiidi  tiie  &i^  ;««-^<ni  can 
make  lewsi  and  statutaii  emiligh)  no 
doubt,  with  .j^DfTi  integrity  mikm^At^xiy 
other  aid  or  assistaoee  what^oereF; — 
ia  truths  Ibelteve,.  you  are,  for  the  most 
part,  honest  and  uncorrupt,  and  I. ever 
wish  to  see  a  good  number  of  you 
among  the  other  legislators  of  tlie  realm : 
— I  wish  too,  that  integrity  may.  ever 
«^ppove  as  powerful  as  it  is  judged  by  some 
to  be,  and  perhaps  \lmay^  when  the  Mil- 
tmnium  begins  ;--^tben,  I  think,  (but  not 
auhour  before,)  honesty  may  really  be- 
come the  best  policy y  and  (wliat  is  more 
to  the  purpose)  the  only  policy  wanted. 

Hove  reform  as  well  as  any:-^*I  wish 
we  were  all.  reformed  : — not  merely  the 
Parliament  House^  but  you  and  I,^  aod 
such  folks  a3  Mr.  Twist,  £tnd  Bob  Gub- 
bints,  a&d  Big  Beekabiib  :^and  I  \qf% 
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John  Bull  too ; — and  I  love  him  dearly, 
and  I  would  have  him  always  live  at 
large  in  fat  pastures,  and  with  as  little 
work  Qs  possible  all  the  days  of  his 
life ;  only  I  wish  him  to  be  as  good 
humoured  and  civil  as  he  can  be,  and 
never  to  butt  or  bellow  out  of  mere 
sulkiness,  or  pride,  or  wantonness,  or^ 
ill-nature,  or  caprice,  or  solely  for  the 
sake  of  frightening  harmless  people  out 
of  their  wits; — which  I  think,  some- 
times, he  has  been  rather  inclined  to 
do. 

Before  the  happy  time  came  for  my* 
union  with  Emily,  Miss  Twist  picked 
up  another  lover^  or  admii^er^  or  what- 
ever you  may  please  to  call  him : — 
it  was  a  young  *^  Muster  Dash;'* — a 
dissipated  profligate  youth  of  fortune, 
nearly  resembling,  by  all  accounts,  the 
most  amiable  and  deeply-lamented  Torri 
Dash,    of    sporting    celebrity.  —  Mrs^' 
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Twist,  I  am  told,  was  much  hurt^  when 
she  first  discovered,    that  he  had  no 
chance  of  inheriting  even  a  Scotch  Ba- 
rony ^  and  grieved  within  herself,  that 
after  all,  "  o\jVi grand-daughters'*  stood 
a  great  chance  of  being  plain  Misses.^ 
She  ventured  once,  I  am  told,  to  re- 
monstrate against   it,    but  Miss  swore 
•*  shed  have  him^  whether  they  would 
or  no  ;^— she*d  buy  him  ever  so  great  a 
title  if  that  were  all."' — ^They  were  con- 
tinually   riding    out   together,    leaping, 
hedges  and  ditches ;  particularly  direct- 
ing their  attacks  against  my  poor  father's 
fences,  to  revenge  the  insult,  J  suppose, 
which  had  appeared  to  have  been  put 
upon  the  young  lady,  by  the  heir  appa* 
rent's  cold  neglect. — ^This  trespass,  how- 
ever, continued  but  a  short  time,    for 
Nicotium  Castle  soon  became  an  insu^ 
ferable  hore  to  these  two  Dashers^  so 
thgt  they  worried  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Twist> 
iiown  to  Brighton  in  the  summer,  and 
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up  to  London  m  the  winter ;  and  then 
down  to  Brighton  again,  and  from 
Brighton  to  Margate^  and  from  Mar* 
gate  to  London  again;  and  from  London 
to  Cheltenham^  and  from  Cheltenham 
to  Bathy  and  from  Bath  to  Cheltenham 
again ;  and  so  on. — Almost  e^oery  Sab- 
bath'day,  they  changed  their  place  of 
abode. — The  Twist  property  seemed  to 
be  going  much  as  it  came;— that  is,  it 
appeared  to  be  in  a  fair  way  of  being 
dissipated  like  smoke  ;'-^so  that  Mr. 
Twist,  himself,  at  length,  began  to  get 
out  of  humour,  and  judged  it  not  im- 
proper  to  interfere,  before  they  all  got 
ruined  together ; — he  determined,  there- 
fore, at  once,  to  break  off  the  connec* 
tion,  and  with  the  full  weight  of  bis  pa* 
temal  ai^thority,  even  ventured  to  open 
his  mind  to  his  gentle  and  amiable 
slaughter ;  that  is,  the  lovely  Miss^Gri- 
zilda — he  peremptorily  told  her  the  in- 
tercourse must  be  put  an  end  to,  and 
vox.  n.  F 
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fthat  tslie  nmst  consent. to  see  ^*  j^our^ 
Jtiuster  Da^''  no  more ! 

Upou   tiiis  fatherly  comiminication, 

the  obedient -and  accomplished  daughter 

butst  out  n  laughmg^  ^a;8.I  am  told^  in 

hifi  face,  dqclarii^  that  she  heeded  none 

^of  his  rthreats/  for  that  they  had  been 

'primtek/    married   more?  than    thrce 

we^s ;  which  .w^s   the  exact  truth  ef 

ythe  taWter» 

As  fthe  was  a  minor,  he  at  first  .vowed 

he  would  endeavour  to  set  it  aside,  but 

at  length  relented,  and  was  reconciled. 

It  would  have  been  a  great  pity,  indeed, 

-if  Af  and   *'  ymxig  Muster  DasK'  had 

i}«aritelled,  for,  in  most  respects,  they 

.  V»e  timioubtedly,   "  Mirds  €f  a  fea^ 

r thery\  and   perfectly  suited    to    each 

ofther, — Miss  Watson  had  long  befo^ 

Jpeii  sent  off;   as  soon  as  ever,   that 

Wf    that    Miss  -  Grizilda  fdtj  ,  (which 
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jstM  B»r^lQWisly  .soan,)  tljftt  she  ym 
:k&s^f^{,  r^tm  to  yfvurs  of  piftqibfiS'iQN ! . 

All   tll|e^e   events   liicfeily  kept  ihp 

Twists  eut  of  the  country  while  the  pi^ 

parations  were    making  for  Clodpoles 

.^<^(}ctipg,  ^B  well  as^  Cor  the  celebration 

jof  his  coming  of  age. — I  was  warned 

just  three  W^eks  previously  tOrtbe  lattcf 

.event,  aad  my  sister  ^bout  a  fortni^bt 

.before  it. — The  f6te  |bat  tpoic  place  jn 

^cpu^e^qu^nce  of  these  three  ^rejit  occ.ur- 

.itencps,  .w^s   certainly  most,  splendit^, 

costly  9.nd  magnificent: — Qjsen  yo^\j^ 

^mhole  ;~fou7itaim  of  wine  aj>d  ale;'rr^ 

ho^/ires  upon   all  .the   hills  ;''^comttry 

gamboljy    &c.  |cc^  ,&c.    bjjtj,  ko  jCqqi:- 

JighHngir^^9  bull-baiting ;-^'^.o  bojf- 

^«5' ; — N^  cudgel-playing  ; — no  $^d}^s 

ugaimt  time  ;'-r-no  ass-racf22g;;-*-thei^e 

^H;as  plenty  .f)f    sport   and  amusement 

.  ivilhout  tb^se ;— every  thing  -was  pra- 

vided,  in  short,  tbattf(>^^^.ie  provided, 
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to  make  the  rational  pwt  of  the  com- 
pany merry,  but  nothing  permitted  that 
could  make  one  individual^  either  of 
the  rational  or  irrational  creation,  mise- 
rable. 

And  here  I  cannot  help  observing, 
that  my  father  took  delight  at  all  times 
to  make  the  poor  happy,  provided  they 
ivould  consent  to  be  made  so  in  a  rea- 
sonable way; — he  never  courted  popu- 
larity by  making  them  dnmky  or  turbu-^ 
tenty  or  saucy; — he  was  a  rea/ friend 
to  them,  and  not  a  pretended  one ; — ht 
never  went  among  them,  as  matiy  do» 
merely  to  urge  them  to  be  discontented 
with  their  condition,  holding  forth  to 
them  no  other  relief  but  the  mere  right 
of  complaining  ;  he  endeavoured,  all  he 
could,  to  do  away  every  occasion  of 
discontent  and  complaint,  by  adminit^^ 
tering  to  the  quiet  removal  of  every  re- 
movable grievance,  and  teaching  them 
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at  the  same  time,  by  his  own  example, 
patiently  to  bear  all  that  were  reoXly. not. 
removable  ;•— he  was  not  a  democrat  in 
the  too  common  sense  of  the  term;  that 
is,  a  mean  man  with  a  proud  heartj  who 
seeks  only  to  puU  down  the  great  that 
he  may  be  as  great  as  any ;  but  be  was 
a  ^^^man  with  anhumbie  soul,  (which 
I  regard  as  the  true  democrat  0~*^^: 
always  tried  to  elevate  the  lot^  by  such 
a  demeanour  towards  them  as.  n^ight 
sink  all  worldly  differences,  and  make 
them  feel  the  only  sort  of  equality  which 
God  has  ordained,  an  equality. of  af- 
fection,  frlendskipj  and  brotherhood.--^^ 
The  fi^le  at  Grumblethorpe  was  con- 
ducted upon  these  principles,  and  these 
principles  only : — there  was  no  eucou-. 
jragement  given  to  licentioumess^  much 
less  to  cruelty  or  profaneness  ; — ^yet  as 
&r  as  expence  and  munificence  could 
provide  "  things  lazv/ul  and  h<mesty. 
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every  i«itii  was  made  fre^,  aftd  ey6ry 
ihan  weleome.    ' 

Sb  we'  ^&t€  married ;.  and  so*  I  came' 
of  dge-:-^aiid  here  my  history  had  bet- 
fbr,  perhaps;  be  brought  to  a  ccn!^hi«i)c»£i,^^ 
ft>r  thia  nMi^ia^'ki  tiu(ih  works-  ab  these^ 
ill  g^n^alty  Kk'e^chi6'Taiti]fyg«of  tfae*^ 
»  th<B^  ]^l»^tfde'$^hofv^v6r,  1  bsve'  d 

My^Uife¥Vmkt(^  turned  o0tf  as  hap* 
pil^  a*^  rfty  otrn,  so  that?  my  wortfey  fa»' 
ther  atid  mother  reaped  the  just  fruits 
Of  all  their  kind  care  of  ufe.— They  had 
tireated  tfs  like  reasonable  creatui^s  from 
owe  infancy,  arid  therefore  we  grew  up 
tb  be  such,  and  I  trust  have  continued 
so  ever  since,  and  this  has  made  tiie- 
mafriage  state  a  happy  dispensation  lo^ 
ourselves  and  our  connections. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


163 

Captam  CbarlcvHle  had  been  brought 
up  much  like  ourselves',  and  tlmihfs. 
education  has^  been  described.-^Evepy^ 
accomplishment  we  severally  possessed, 
either  of  mitid  or  b©ily,  was  in  ils  na- 
ture permanent ;— we.  had  bcer^  taughi- 
apWAagfriwbtts^  nothing  fmtmtical  ;-* 
iiothing^  likely  to  go  out  of  fo^fUen^  or* 
become  obsolete^  personal  accomplish* 
metits  bad  not'  been  neglected,  nor 
amusements  proscribed,  but  even  these 
had  been  so  managed  and  conducted, 
as  to  be  subservient  to  the  great  end 
and  object  of  OUT  education,  namely, 
the  improvements^  of  our  mind$  and  in-i 
tellects:  we  had  learnt  nothing  super** 
fieially,  or  for  temporary  purposes; 
whatever  it  had^  been  thought  necessary 
for  us  to  learn,  we  had  been  thoroughly 
Instructed  in,  and'  nothing  h&4  bem 
judged  rtecessary  but  what  was  Kkely  to 
assist  our  judgnjents,  16  regulate  ©m? 
manners,  to  temper  mr  pafe&ions,  and 
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to  render  us  usefal  as  well  as  agreeable 
to  our  feIlow*creature6y  from  the  begia*. 
ning  oflife  to  the  end  of  it 

Miss  Twist  had,  perhaps,  been  edu- 
cated beyond  any  of  us,  as  far  as  cs- 
fencCf  and  variety  and  shew  were  con- 
cerned ;  but  almost  every  thing  she  had. 
thus  acquired  was  out  of  fashion  by  the 
time  she  got  married,  and  quite  so  by  the 
time  she  had  a/fiaimily ;  so  that  her  hus* 
band  was  no  better  for  it  at  all,  and  her 
children  only  so  much  the  worse;  for 
as  skew  and  Variety  were  originally  the 
prime  objects  of  all  her  pursuits,  the* 
love  of  sheWf  and  the  love  of  variety^, 
never  abated,  so  that  fresh  expencea 
continually  became  necessary  to  keep 
pace  with  the  follies  and  vanities  of  the 
liay,  'till  all  the  accumulations  of  the 
thrifty  tobacconist  at  length  dwindled 
into  nothing,  and  at  this  moment  the 
Twist  stik  no  longer  separates  the  twa 
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domains} — ^the  Nicotium  property  came 
to  the  hammer  several  years  ago,  and 
Clo(^ky  after  all^  is  in  possession  of  the 
whole ! 

My  being  in  Parliament  laid  us  under 
a  necessity  of  being  more  in  London 
than  was  quite  agreeable  either  to  Emily 
or  myself.  The  fair  face  of  nature  had 
eharms  for  mj  which  we  looked  for  in 
vain  in  the  dai^k  and  dirty  metropolis* — 
As  far  as  we  ourselves  were  personally 
concerned^  we  found  no  compensation 
in  the  noise  and  bustle  of  that  enormous 
city,  for  the  quiet  retirement,  and  calmer 
pleasures  of  a  rural  residence. 

I  fear  I  should  be  accounted  dull  and 
stupid  to  the  greatest  degree,  nay, 
judged  to  be  altogether  of  a  mean  and 
base  spirit,  were  I  explicitly  to  declare 
hit)w  much  I  do  really  prefer  the  orj^  to 
the  other* — I  wiU  even  acknowledge  tha| 
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Sometimes  I  have  been  almost  ashamed 
to  confess  it  to  myself,  fearing  it  cduid 
X)iAy  result  from  a  disposftion  to  prefer 
nature  in  general  to  human  nature -; 
that  is,  inanimate  and  irrational  objects 
to  my  felloe-creatures;  for,  while  the 
country  abounds  ^ith  the  former,  it  hafs 
ever  appeared  t6  me,  ihdX  human  ndturb 
may  be  ^dj!S%i  hd^v^  Londaii  tO' itself:-^ 
whoev^,  the/efore,  has  but  one  sparfc 
of  real  PHiLANTHitoi*r;  that  i^,  who- 
ever can  bring  himself  to  love  Maw, 
merely  as  man,  in  preference  to  aH 
other  beings,  and  earthly  existences 
whatsoever,  (which  is,  it  must 'be  con- 
fessed, the  height  of  Christianity,)  tl> 
whomsoever,  I  say,  this  can  happerl^ 
London  must  needs  be  the  vefy  pllace 
in  which  he  ought  most  to  delight;  in- 
asmuch as,  in  all  probability,"  that  re^ 
jnowned  city,  take  it  all  together,  con- 
taitis  within  it  more  of  hun^an  nature, 
than  any  other  corner  of  the  globe ;— I 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


IOTt 

mean^  d£  genuine  kummnaiupe^  >ud^ 
a^  tnaa  rcaUy  k^  iK)t  1^  ediKration^  tH|6 
spite  of  education,  and  every  other  v^ 
straint  whatsoever,  human  or  divine  :' — 
mah^  to-  be  belc^ved  %^mm^  oyght  qer^ 
tainly  to  be  sgfen  and  known  in  roj^Boir^ 
decease'  th^m  h^'  o^ay  be  ae^n  in  almost 
every  possibi^  situation,  aocl  under  eyery^  * 
taricty  ©f  chftrft^teiv  and  :tberefore,  if 
be  does  r^Hy  defeerve  to  be  laved  a^ 
lie  o«Lght  to  be,  %r  HI  ^other  words^  a^ 
pur  holy  re^igioa  eiijoins,  %^here  can  wii 
ix{ieQt  .to  be  better  satisfied  and,  qo^ 
^ced  of  his.m#tchle&$  and eKtrabrdi-^ 
nary  perf^ctiond^  tJian  in  tiiat;  genial 
receptacle  and  resort  of  the  species  at 
large;;— ther^fore,^  it  is,  tl^t  I  gficya  to 
say,  thid;  ^ter  numberl^sa  effiu^ta  to  th^ 
«smtrary^  I  still  seern  to  prefer  nature 
^   large  i-^Thinks^I-^to-mys^lf^  there  $ 
gather  more  appearance  of  o$'dery  oi 
karmm^y  ^  Uauty^  erf  uti^tyo  ^  "^irtue^ 
vt  innocence^   i^ith^  yi^W:  Qf.,alm(^ 
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^«ny  country  district,  than  of  the  mosr 
throngedy  crowded^  populous^  busy  part' 
!4rf  London  J 

This,   I  conceive,  to  be  a  genuine^ 

ThinkS'Lto-myself : — I    don't  suppose 

any  body  ever  thought  the  like: — I 

Y  j5carcely,  indeed,  dare- avow  so  singular 

I    a  pr^udice: — I  am,  in  fact,  ashamed 

<^  of  it  altogether,    and  would  ^ve  the 

I       world  to  get  rid  of  it,  because,  at  all 

>>  events,  London  is  a  very  useful^  place, 

N^    KkA  the  difference  between  town  and 

country  is,  it  most  be  confessed,  so  pal*^ 


\ 


^O^pably  in  &vour  of  &e  fbrm^.. 

Often  axn  I  tempted  to  say,  as  I  tnt* 
ir<»^e  the  streets  of  London^  4m  a  jSite 
tpring  mormngy  why  cannot  I  be  coqm 
-  v^'  tented,  mso  niany  thousands  ai^  to  enr. 
^  V  joy  the  bright  beams  of  the  su&^  as  tbey 
are  dimly  reflected  from  the  acrF&oe  ^ 
tliat  long  rangfe  itf  buikyngs  QiJ^hff 


\\ 
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brick  .work,  the  habitations  of  Man  ; 
spending  all  their  vivifying  force  on  the 
superficies  of  this  delightful  stone  pave-* 
ment)  on  which  so  many  lords  of  the 
creation  are  delighted  to  tread,  instead^ 
of  wishing  rather  to  behold  that  won- 
derful luminary,  enlightening,  unre-^ 
strained,  (that  is,  in  a  careless,  loqfe,  and 
rude  manner,)  a  mere  vulgar  expanse  of 
rural  scenery,  mountain  and  valley,  hill 
and  dale,  wood  and  wilderness,  disperse* 
ing  its  rays  abroad,  to  cheer  and  revive . 
seldom  any  thing  better  than  mere  birds 
and  beasts,  herbs  and  trees,  to  ripen  the 
fruits  of  the  eayth,  or  adorn  the  flQwer& 
of  the  field? 

Surely,  Thmks-I't^mysetfy  it  ought 
to  be  far  more  gratifying,  if  1  had  but 
a  just  notion  of  the  pre-eminence  and 
dignity  of  man,  to  see  it  insinuatii]^ 
Itself  with  such  modesty  and  huii^ity^ 
Md.sueb  deference  to  Jthe  m^Itifhrious 
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^edtt-^dtfons  impwed'an  it  intp  thcf 
cracks  and  comers^  And  nkrrow  passes- 
of  the  ctowded  melr^polis ;  making  itsp 
way  witli  such  eaget  ailKiety,  as  it  ge*' 
Aerally*  seems  ta  da,  tbicMigh  eoattfuialijp 
turned  out  of  ite  direct  co4irse,  teto  ite 
ftumeroufl  greets  and  sfuarer^  lane^  tnA 
alleys,  courts  and  passages,  sh(^'  an* 
ihambksH 

'   The  dfgiiity  and  proud  pre-etftoloehoe 
of  2/;;  huikmi  cteatutrts  ckiirlot)  I  thiok^ 
be  placed  in  a  higher  point  ef  view^ 
than   by    the  marked   subsei^vienee  oi 
fills  glorious  lurtMnafy  in  thia  pdl^ticula^ 
region  of  the  globe :— :thou^  tJiend  id^ 
'^no  place  on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth; 
In  which  it  is  more  scurviiy  trdrateid  by 
inatn,  woman,  and  child>  it  yiKf  timet 
wantonly  turns  away  ife   beafts;***-il 
irises  many  many  hbur»  before  thfiW  ii 
any-body  awake   or  in  motion  to  ht 
cnligjitened  by  its  fays,,  and   stibmitt 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Ill 

to  ht  pttf  out  of  countenance'  by  the 

preference  almdst  universally  given  td 

W€Lt  and  iaUow  candles  ;— it  submits  to 

iShiiie  only  by  reflection  and  refraction^ 

idldom  in  full  lustre  into  any  one  street 

of  the  metropolis ;  and  if  it  -ever  doeii 

appear  in  person  to  the  astonished  eye  it 

is   most  ctitlHrtonly   not  in  its    utmost 

gloty,  but  more  like  a  dark  red  ball  shorn 

of  its  beams,  ti6t  near  so  bright  as  one 

of  those   6normbus  shorvbotfles   in  a 

Chemist's  shop,   that    so  often  da^al* 

and  confound  ybiii*  eyes,  as  you  traverse 

the  streets  at  iiight. 

•  I  know  nbt  where  the  sun  teejeiv^d 
more  marked  insults  than  in  London^ 
either  ifi  the  way  of  neglect  or  inter^ 
tuption,  or  Open  contempt^  of  its  us* 
tknd  importance  in  the  system  of  things  ! 
ihe  irfooN,  poor  thing  !  is  not  worthy  of 
of  a  thouglit ;  —  though  Queen  of  th^ 
^gktf  vi^hidi  latter  has  more  vo^rite* 
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,    * 

in  London  than  any-where  else,  all  the 
honours  are  transferred  to  the  one  wiifa- 
out  the  smallest  care  or  concern  being 
expressed  for  the  other. — Thinksl-tom 
myself,  there  are  other  queens  oe 
THE  NiGkT  at  London  ! 

Tt  is  a  pity  but  the  mn  and  moan 
^  could  be  persuaded  to  leave  Lc»3d<»i  to 
itself,  and  bestow  such  portions  of  their 
light  as  are  thus  uselessly  spent  upon 
the  metropolitans,  to  the  greater  accooa* 
modation  of  the  country  folks: — ^^the 
latter  alone,  in  fact,  seem  to  be  duty 
sensible  of  the  great  and  particular  fallK* 
nefits  to  he  derived  from  these  t^ 
great  lights  of  Heaven ;  made  origin 
nally,  (as  I  have  read,)  the  Sun  td  fuie 
the  day^  and  the  Moon  to  rule  the 
flight ;  an  ordinance  which  Loiyonera 
liave' thought  proper  to  reverse,  sathat 
^lierally  and  for  the  most  pairt^  th? 
niight  of  a   Londoner  falls  undtr  t^ 

r' 
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dominion  of  the  sun,  and  the  day  of  a, 
Londoner  under  the  dominion  of  the 
snoon  >— Is  it  not  so,  Sir  ?•— Is  it  not  so 
Madam?— Id  it  not  so,  Mi^? — Speak 
out  honestly.    /2n^  ^  J     '* 

Not  th^t  all  London,  perhaps,  is  ever 
ftsleep  at  the  same. moment; — as  there, 
are  plenty  of  disturb-er^  so  there  are 
probably  plenty  of  disturb-eJ,  at  all 
hours ;  —  swetp  I  and  dmt  01-^  hare 
skeens!  and  rabbii-skeens  ! — and  ouH 
cbmthes!  no  doubt  often,  at  the  dawn 
of  day,  interrupt  the  very  commence^ 
mcnt  of  many  a  beliefs  repose,  just  re- 
turned from  the  ball,  or  assembly,  or 
ipiasquerade !  but  leb  these  reflect  in 
their  turn :  how  many  honest,  indus* 
trious,  hard-working  citizens,  the  rafj- 
tUng  of  their  carriages  may  have  robbed 
of  the  end  of  their  repose^  at  hour$ 
«tiU  more  unreasonable,  more  preciousi 
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*iA  nflof e  allowedly  dtdfcated  to  Ittof^ 

And  new  I  have  aUuded  to  these 
things,  I  cannot  help  mentioning  another-' 
strange  and  unaccountable  prejudice 
^hlSh^X  cm\^  mif&t  shake  (Mi  though 
M  i4*ce«feOTy  to»  my  c^Miftirt,  d  wing  wry- 
4tt6ndaflcfe  in  Partiattietxr :  —  instead  of 
feeing  cheered  and  exhilarated,  as  others 
generaHy  are,  by  the-  sweet'  skmnd» 
rtiaf  are  "^  continually  saluting  ycm  in 
Londbn,  siieh  as  ih^rattKng  of  coaches 
jiist  mentioned,  the  rumbling  of  carts^ 
the  cry  of  sprafs^omi  mcrckrH,  fAtr^i^ 
and  crumpetSy  dwst  O^  sweep  O,  milk^ 
beloti)  Tfraidgj  and  other  such  melodious 
strains,  I  couM  at  any  time  hurt  found 
greater  delight  in  the  du}!  warMing 
of  larks  or  linnet s,,  black-birds  ov  nights 
ingalesy   and  other  rufal   noi^s,  such 
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^^^^.^^vr^y-''^-^  » 


'^  The  mid  brot^t  babbling  down  the  moun« 

tftiti  sidei 
The  lowing  herd,  the  sheep-fold's  simple  bell ; 
The  |)ipe  of  early  Shepherd  dim  descried 
In  the  lone  valley ;  echoing  far  and  wide 
The  chmorom  horn  along  the  diffs  above; 
The  hollow  tnuriiiur  of  the  ocean'tide; 
The  hum  of  bees^  and  linnet's  lay  of  love, 
And  the  fidl  choir  that  wakes  the  universal 

grove." 


^^^^■ff  *^*^* 


There  n^ust  naturally  be  something 
so  much  more  noble  and  important 
in  the  ^*  busy  hum  of  mew,"  than  in 
tiie  **  busy  hum  of  b^3,"  or  any  other  in- 
ferior animal^  that  lam  dmost.astmmed 
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to  acknowledge  such   base  preposses- 
sions« 

It  is  often  said,  and  oftener  perhaps 
thought  of  London^  as  of  Paris  in  old 
time,  that  tlie  very  air  of  the  metropolis^ 
is  necessary  to  the  improvement  aod 
perfection  of  any  talent  we  may  happen 
to  possess :  —  that  those  who  have  not 
visited  the  capital^  cannot  be  expected 
ever  to  excel  in  any  art  or  any  science, 
—  upon  which  1  can  only  say,  what 
has  been  already  said  also  in  the 
case  of  Paris  alluded  to,  namely,  that 
thfs  is  indeed  very  likely  to  be  true, 
fcince,  undoubtedly,  the  air  of  Loi^on 
must  needs  be  a  vei'y  particular  aip; 
— not  any  of  your  mere  simple^  uncom* 
pounded,  insipid  fluids  like  the  air  of 
the  country,  but  evidently  and  pal- 
pably consisting  of  an  immense  variety 
of  substances  most  curiously  blended 
and  mingled   together;  —  Londoop  as 
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vreW  as  Parb,  may  reasonably  be  con-- 
^idered  as  one  rast  crucible^  which 
divers  meats    and  fruits^   (ml^  wines^ 
peppery   cinnamonj   sugar,  coffee,  (this 
for  PariSy  you  may  add  for  London,) 
coal-dust,   and    coal-smoke ,    brick-dust, 
nuid,  the  steam  of  a   thousand  brew* 
cries,  the  fumes    and  vapours  of  tea 
thousand  gm-shops,  Sec.   &c.   &c.  &c. 
&c.*   &c.  &c.   &€•  &c.  are-^  daily    col- 
lected, the  stomachs  and  f  ungs  of  the  in- 
habitants being  the  furnace  by  wt  ich 
these  various  ingredients  are  again  de* 
composed. 

■  It  must  be  evident  to  all  capable 
of  considering  the  subject  but  for  one 
moment,  that  the  more  subtile  and  vo* 
latile  parts  of  every-thing,  in  the  xvholc 
town,  capable  of  decomposition,  must 
be  every  moment  flying  off  and  incor- 
porating  themselves    with  the  air  'ivc 
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•what  a.:^rrent  of  viip«)ur&  ia^d  pxWit- 
,tionsJ  «^ 

I  ne<^d  not  pursue  this.mp-tter  further : 
• — the  hint  is  su|ficieut  to  enabfe  any 
.person  in  full  possession  of  .almost  any 
,one  of  the  ^t?e  senses,  taste^  toucfi^  smal^^ 
sights  or  hearings  to  swell  the  catalogue, 
.,as  well  as  to  enlarge  his  own  ideas 
of  the  very  extraordinary,  nature  and 
component  parts  of  a  Lpi^idon  atioops- 
phere..  .  r 

How  can  we  be  surprised  if  it  wj 
.eflfectsnottobe  looked, for lebewbc 
who  can  wonder  that,  the  genius  shqi 
be  brighter,  the  brain  clearer,  the  senses 
more  acute ;  the  faculties  (not  to  nian- 
tlon  the  virtues)  of  the  soul  improved, 
in  ^n  atmosphere  subject  to  such 
cmiQMS  compositmis  and  dea)7fipositim^, 
'    8    * 
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^  have  a  tnore  pso^erful.^^^  VfVMlei* 
ful  effect,  tb^a  qii  t]^e:AM^^9^;/q4|c^«''^ 
The  encrgieis  and  ^per^ltiptjs  .of  vihifh 
ikejfehef'e  a  ya^ue  which  wpuld:e}(c^d 
^U  belief,  ifit  wereiDot  ci^pahle;9f  l>f)iqg 
*wrified  by  an  Qppefil  t9„feiats  iHiiOtovMm 
rto  the  whole  w^rid  ^—I  do  not  qae^n 
ito  «peak  of  the  little  trumpery  profits 
'Of  <those  who  hawk  .and  cry  their  com- 

tdities  about  the  public  streets,  (though 
py  soft  ear,  *so  vv^nderftiUy  sono- 
s  are  the  voices  of  the  very. gentlest 
•of  •tho^e  gqntie  orators,  that  tbc^y 
'Seem,  most  of  them,  to  possess  tlxe 
'^ftj/'foid  faculties  of  a  ^tent^rj)  nor 
-do  I  niean  to  speak  of  ih^  popular 
.preachers  in  the  several  chapels  in 
London,  regular  or  irregular,  (thou^^, 
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for  what  I  know,  many  of  thetn  may 
-be  admired,  and  paid .  more  for  the 
sound  ^ipll  for  the  seme  they  utter  ;)-^ 
nor  do  I  mean  to  speak  of  the  profits 
of  the  gentry  of  the  long  robe,  (though 
I  have  heard  it  rumoured  that  some 
are  frequently  rewarded  more  for  what 
they  say  J  than  what  they  think;) — noi; 
do  I  mean  to  speak  of  my  brethren  in 
Parliament,  (though  I  know  it  is  thought 
that  many  of  them  make  some  profit  of 
their  voices;) — ^nor  do  I  indeed  mean 
to  speak  at  all  of  the  effects  the  London 
air  has  on  the  lungs  of  Englishmen  or 
English-women,  to  whom  it  ma| 
considered  as  at  all  events  natUr 
congenial; — but  I  mean  most  parfiST- 
larly,  to  allude  to  the  very  surprising 
advantage  it  gives  to  the  voices  of  those 
who  happen  to  have  been  born  in  the 
fair  climes  of  Italy:  —  the  more  sur* 
pnsing  because  a  Northern  atmosphere 
miglit  be  naturally  expected  to  be  ra* 
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herself,  and  said,  ^^  Not  at  Ju>tke  ;^  so 
little  are  these  things  thought  of  in  that 
great  and  polite  city. 

i  know  there  himI  ,ever  appear-  to  be 
something  very  like  a  deliberate  fake^ 
hood,  hot  to  say  downright  lie,y  iti 
such  sort  of  denials,  and  therefore^  I 
think  it  would  be  better  for  .people  a&» 
tually  to  say  it  themselves  ^t  once,  out 
of  the  window,  as  I  have  hintedabove, 
instead  of  making  their  servants  their 
substitutes  upon  such  occasipns,  that 
is,  tlieir  deputy,  pro^  or  wcc^liars:— 
dj^idon  servants,  besides,  are  in  geoeral, 
Wbi  when  left  to  themselves,  so  remark- 
ably pure,  so  perfectly  innocent,  «nd 
altogether  immaculate,  .that  it  is  A 
shame  to  lay  such  stumbling-blocks 
in  their  way; — surely  it  would,  at  leas^ 
be  worth  while  to  invent  jsome  harmless 
equivoque  for  this  sort  of  questions  and 
answers. 
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And  now  I  am  upon  the  subject  of 
hemg''at  homey  I  must  observe,  that  to 
"'ie  at  home,^  noeans,  in  London,  I 
scarce  know  what: — it  certainly  does 
mot  mean  that  you  are  in  your  own 
house,  private  and  disengaged,  so  as 
to  sit  quietly,  snug,  and  rationally,  at 
full  liberty,  and  with  complete  com- 
mand of  your  time,  in  the  enjoyment 
of  the  company  of  your  husband  or 
wife,  and  the  little  olive  branches  it 
may  have  pleased  Heaven  to, raise  up 
^around  your  family  table;  but  it  is 
rather,  I  think,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to 
iComprehend  the  matter,  the  exact  <|||| 
.trary  of  all  this; — ^^  to  h  at  hmffg^ 
in  London,  is  any'^thing  rather  than  to 
sit  snug  and  quktt  ip  full  enjoyment  of 
pne's  liberty  .•'—it  is  to  open  one's  doors 
to  every  body  we  happen  to  know,  and 
jto  give  them  permission,  by  every  free- 
jdpm  in  the  world,  to  make  it  tkeir 
home  for  .the  time  being;  so  fer  from 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1S5 

sitting  stiug  and  quiet,  ytm  are,  of  alL 
the  people  in  such  an  assembly,  the 
vei:y  person  most  peremptorily  forbidden 
ever  to  sit  snug  or  quiet : — your  servants 
even  must  be  more  at  the  command  of 
the  company  than  of  yourselves ;  nay, 
perhaps,  by  a  certain  deposit  of  money 
under  the  candlesticks,  thev  must  con- 
sejftt  to  be  paid  their  wages  by  the  visi- 
tor^ for  fear  you  should  not  be.  found  fit ; 
to  he  trusted. 

The  misery  is,  that  when  they  are  all 
gone,  you  are  really  left  at  home;  that 
is  you  have  your  house  so  completely ; 
on  your  own  hands,  that,  probably, 
not  one  of  all  the  company  just  de- 
parted, care  a  bit  more  about  you  or 
your  house  *,    though  you    are  com- 

.  *  The  following  lines  of  the  immortal  Cowper 
I  cite,  merely  to  shew  how  litiU  he  knew  of  the 

world  :— 

■  .'     •  »♦, 

-«  Sb«. 
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pilled:  to  care  about  them,  m  the  mere 
anxiety  you  feel,  lest  every  thing  should 
not  have  been  conducted,  as  the 
Fi*cnch  say>  *'  comme  U  faiit^^  which 
^niirabiy  expresses  a  necessity  of  a 
most  impcriotis  nature,  and,  it^  regard 
to  which,  any  failure,  or  faux-pas^  1 
fully  Apprehend,  would  be  more  dis- 
quieting to  the  consciences  of  half  the 
Udies  k  London,  than  ever  w^  many 
failings  or  omissions  of  any  dtfieir  de- 
scription. 

Ffom    all    tl>e   observations  I  have 
been    able  to  make,   it  certainly    ap- 


"  She  that  asks 

Her  dear  five  handrei  friends,  contemns  them 

all. 
And  hates  their  coming;  they,  what  can  they 

less? 
Make  just  reprisals,  and  wtth  cringe  and  shrug, 
^d  bow  obsei^uious^  hide  their  bate  of  her«" 
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pears  to  me^  that  to  be  at:  home,  *iit 
Lqadon,  doe5  by  no  mcau^imirfy  9«y 
private  comfort  or  d#j3aesjtie  liberty^ 
but  ratbei;  publiq  incpnyetuene^^,  apdr 
publiq  distress^ — Que  aaoiie  qIw^v^ 
tion.I  miiM  i»ake^  before  I  dbo^^ssi  tbU^ 
topic. 

Tfafjse  i^  a  method  of  b^Wg.  at^  hois^,, 
lately  inygntedy  \^hich^  if  sti^i^tiy  i^ 
terprete4  according  tq-tbe.  vqry  letter 
'oi .  the  terrn^^  i^  tbe  £u«tb6jBit  poi^ib^ 
ftom  being,  really  at  home  in  your  own, 
b^U3e;— it  is,  i^  fact,  freely  and  delir 
berately  to  give  up  your  hoiwe :— I 
speak  of  the  custom  of  lending  certain 
great  houses,  (so  great  that  I  dare  not 
Uicntion  tiiem,)  to  musical  or  thwtrkal 
performers,  who  have  leave  to.  sdi 
tickets  of  admission,  leaving  onjy  to  the 
real  possessor  of  the  house,  a  power  and 
privilege  of  adding  a  very  sqjali  propor- 
tion  of  the  company. 
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*  J  have  such  a  high  respect  for  fid-^' 
lerSi  and  dancing-masterSy  and  opera 
singers^  and  foreigners  in  general,  that 
I  cannot,  and  would  not,  indeed,  for 
tiie  world,  suppose  it  possible  that  they 
could  introduce  any  improper  com- 
pany, but  money  is  money, — and  I  be- 
lieve that  a  Bank-note  does  not  at  all 
Idse  "Its  value '  by  coming  out  of  .the 
pocket  of  any  vagabond  on  the  face  of 
the  earth,  ahy  more  than  it  increases 
in  value  by  coming  out  of  the  purse 
of  a  Dutchess,  Marchioness,  Countess, 
Viscountess,  Baroness,  &c.  &c  &c; 
^  that,  Thinks- I-tO'tny self,  there's  a 
hazard :  the  lady  of  the  house  may  be 
good,  super-excellent;  but  the  com*. 
pany  may  be  naught! — what  a  con- 
trast!— what  an  inconsistency !— she 
may  "  be  at  home,"  certainly,  as  far 
as  she  is  entitled  to  go  to  bed  tlierc 
when  all  the  rest  of  the  company  are 
gope,  but  she  may  depend  upon  it  they 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


a29 

-will  All  think  themselves  as -much  at 
-hpoie  as  herself,  sa  long  as  they  may 
choose  to  keep  her  out  of  her  bed,  and 
jare,  after  all,  about  as  much  obliged 
to  her  for  any  entertainment  they  may 
have  received,  as  to  the  proprietor  of 
any  inn  or  kotelf  for  the  accommoda,* 
tion  of  their  rooms,  so  long  as  they 
may  choose  to  give  a  pecuniary  equi* 
valent  for  the  bo\ys  and  curtsies,  and 
eatables  and  drinkables  wherewith  they 
may  liave  been  furnished  for  their  mo- 
.neyi^Hotel  in  French,  is  the.  very 
word  for  a  nobleman's  mansion,  (grande 
maisqn  d'unepersonne  de  qualitS^)  what 
theq  if  we  were  to  exchange  the  term 
House  for  Hotel,   and  say,  D  ■■ 

Hotel,    E Hotel,    F Hotel, 

&c.  &c.  .2(c.  that  is,  in  {dain  English 
gehteel,  (nay,  even  noble)  accommoda- 
tions for  tliose  who  can  afford  it 
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^  ]^ghbdUrJmd,  which  h  ft  Wd  of 
g^ffeit  impttftanccf  ftt  the  cotmtfy,  is  of 
feo  atCdurrt  at  all  b  Londort.^Ev^ 
-rf&y,  M  <h^  country,  yoo  may'fi^ar  sacfi 
ro^filairitt  as  these:—**  I ixfish  Suck 
*tindmth  pei'soni  lived  a  Tttth  ntanr^ 
'at,  ''  Izti^i  sttck  d7td mch^peopk  wert 
fttrthtr  i*  that  is,  ftffthef  off,  Out  di 
'jjlgfrt  tod  out  of  reach,"  hwx  fto  such 
IfltirBnarhtgs  or  wishes  are  to  be  hearfl 
Hrt  LdtidOn :— th6  people  \te  bate  most 
1ft  tfte  ^oMy  afe  uelcotne  to  Hve  next 
^o6v  to  tis,  and  there  ii  nobody  too  far 
off,  Jf  any  pleasure  or  profit,  amusement 
or  delight,  but  above  all,  any  crfedxt 
^tivechtt^n  io  be  derived  from  tisiting 
'Tfiefn. 

In  Ixmdon,  wherevef  yem  «^  ft^, 
iiobody,  probaWy,  of  all  the  company, 
knows  ^htrfe  yota  £t7t^,  so  that  you  may, 
with  much  more  facility,  and  fer  less 
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violence  to  truth,  than  in  the  country, 
decline  any  troublesome  or  uapkasaat 
invitation ;  nor  are  pleasant  and  un* 
•pleasant  invitations  so  likely  to  clash 
;and  interfere  in  town  as  in  the  country, 
for  houses  enough  are  open  generally 
•every  night  to  enable  you  in  the  way  o^ 
visiting,  to  kill  twenty  or  thirty  head  oi 
game  (as  Mrs.  Fidget  would  say)  in  one 
evening;  whereas,  either  on  foot,  or 
horseback,  or  in  carriages,  it  must  cost 
you  a  journey  of  many  miles  in  thp 
country,  ^nd  all  to  be  transacted  by 
vulgar  day  light,  and  all  in  regular  turns^ 
without  one  omission,  or  any  notoriou;^ 
preference  :  whereas  in  London,  prefer- 
ences at  least  are  possible,  as  not  being, 
-very  easy  to  detect. 

It  is  a, great  comfort  also,  thaft  in 
London,  whenever  they  please,  ''  birds 
of  a  feather"  'inay  get  together ;  wliereaii 
all  society  in  the  country  is,  ibr,  tlie 
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most  part^  so  beterogeneons  and  unhaf- 
iDonfous,  that  you  will  generally  see 
peacocks^  and  sparrows^  eagles  and  torn- 
titSy  canary- birds  and  crowsy  gold-fmch^ 
and  DidapperSy  all  jumbled  togetbet^; 
and  if  one  peacock  would  wish  to  find 
another  peacock,  or  one  eagle  another 
eagle,  perhaps  they  may  look  the  whole 
country  through  before  they  find  one; 
— in  London  there  is  always  plenty  of 
all  kinds,  both  of  birds  and  beast^ 
clean  and  unclean,  from  the  highest  to 
tlie  lowest,  so  (hat  every  one  may  find 
his  fellow — geese,  ozvls,  rooks,  swallows, 
cormorants,  lions,  tygers,  wolves,  bears, 
fo.vcs,  and  asses!  to  a  certainty  every 
beast  oi  prey  and  every  bh'd  of  pas^ 
sage. 

The  only  equalising  plan  to  be  adopt* 
ed  in  the  country,  is  as  soon  as  possiblcj 
to  set  the  whole  party  down  to*  cards. 
Two  whist,  cassinc),  av  quadrille  tabfcs 
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will  dispose  oi  four  couple  at  least"  of 
the  elderly  birdSy  and  a  good  bouncing 
round  game  will  take  all  the  rest  off 
your  hands; — by  supplying  the  want  of 
conversation  in  those  who  c^ixmot  talk; 
and  effectually  stopping  the  mouths  of 
all  that  cauy  the  different  measures  of 
,  talents  and  information,  M^hich  the  set 
Tcral  individuals  of  the  company  may 
chance  to  possess,  are  so  happily  brought 
to  a  par  at  a  card-table j  that  the  xcisk 
can  be  no  longer  distinguished  from  the 
weak^  nor  the  witty  from  the  duU^,  nor 
the  lively  from  the  stupid,  nor  the  sag^ 
from  the  savage^  nOr  the  saint  from  the 
sinner ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  peacock 
from  the  sparro^Vj  the  eagle  from  tlie 
tom-tity  &c.  &a  &c.— Though  bo  two 
of  the  whole  covey  may  chance  to  be  of 
"  one  feather,^'  they  are  .Vure  enough  to 
be,  (at  a  c(trd'tabk\  all  of  one  note. 
"  Two  by  honours  and  three  by  cards /^ 
*^  Great  cassj  little  cass^  and  the  spades^ 
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Ma  am ;"  or,  '^  You  go  upy  Miss,  and  I 
draw;''  become  of  necessity  as  much 
the  song  of  the.  night ingale  as  of  the 
majgpicy  of  the  goldfinch  as  of  the  gully 
of  the  turtk-dove  as  of  the  gqs^kawk, 
though  their  plumage  be  as  different  as 
it  is  possible  to  conceive. — Do  but  turn, 
gentle  Reader,  to  folio  1 2  of  that  learned, 
work,  which  has  lately  made  so  ttiucli 
bus^lei  in  the  worlds  and  wiiich  of  course 
J  conclude  to  be  in  every  library  ia 
the  kingdom,  (except,  perhaps,  the 
Bodleian  and  a  few  others,)  I  mean  the 
PEACOCK  AT  HOME,  and  see, 
what  little  difference  the  plumage  makes, 
and  how  much  upon,  a  par  tl?e  Dowager 
■  iadj/  Toucan^  and  Dame  Owkt^  Doctor 
Buzzard,  and  Admiral  Penguin  appear 
to  be,  and  how  perfectly  it  seems  to  have 
been  forgotten,  by  the  party  themselves 
perhaps,  but  at  all  events  by  the  lady 
of  the  house,  (or  rather  my  i^rrf  Pea- 
cock) tlmt  they  wou'd  not  be^  accounted 
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^  birds  of  a  feather"  upon  aay  other 
occasion. 

.  I  wonder,  for  my  own  part,  that  I 
^m  not  more  fond  of  cardt  tliah  i  hap> 
^tt  to  be,  for  the  very  essence  of  the 
nmusfement  seems  to  me  to  consist  in 
¥Ai;?/fi»^-f<>^eV^//^-Heitber  \n^mfmy;cd 
Mippression  of  the  brighi  ideas  and  useful 
informailon  with  whi^ch  the  -witttf  and 
the  a;i>e  might  be  entertaining  the  cpmi- 
party,  If  ere  but  the  cowmion -channel  of 
converde  and  Gommamc^tion  left  open 
to  them;  or  in  the  secret  ponderatiopi^ 
bopesy  schemes,  wishes,  feam,  and  dmigris 
of  everry  professed  and  anxious  player: 
or  in  the  restraint  put  upon  the  pas^ 
0ions,  in  orderly  company,  during  aA 
occupation  in  which  irritation^  re.m- 
Hon,  perhaps  even  eni^y,  hutred,  m^lice^ 
jealousy  and  revmgiTmtisX,  in  the^na^ 
ttire  of  things,  be  as  nearjy  aspai^isible 
inevitable,  at  kast  in  some  breasts,  frora 
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the  beginning  of  almost  every  gatne  to 
the  very  end  of  it.  Do  but  lo.ok  agaiq 
at  the  picture,  and  see,  for  instance,  if 
the  Dovrager  Lady  Toucan  ddn't  scem^ 
{^hile  she  dare  not  utter  her  feelings,} 
to  be  flunking  to  herself ^  that  she  could 
willingly  claw  Admiral  Penguins  eyes 
out,  for  not  being  able  to  save  her  from 
being  beasted;  while  Dame  Owkt  is 
Qiore  pleasantly,  (but  not,  perhaps,  les9 
spitefully,)  i /linking- to-BEK-self  how 
fortunate  she  is  to  have  snug  in  her  own 
hand,  the  happy  card  that  is  to  do  the 
business.  The  noble  Admiral,  forgetful 
of  his  element  and  profession,  evidently 
appears  to  be  thinkings  not  of  the  fishes 
of  the  sea  as  usual,  but  of  the  Jishes  in 
the  pool;  while  Dr.  Buzzar4  alone, 
seems  to  turn,  away^  as  though  not  very 
fond  oi  quadrille^  and  {possibly)  may  be 
tkinking-lO'himselfy  how  much  rathojr 
he  would  be  at  home;  or  visiting  his 
patients,  writing  prescriptions,  and  fior* 
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gering  of  fees;  heartily  tnsHiNG-/a- 
himselfy  besides,  perhaps,  that  the  pool 
was  out,  or  his  partner  Dame  Owlet  at 
the  bottom  of  the  sea,  for  playing  so 
slow,  and  looking  all  the  while  so  stu* 
pidly  tranquil,  patient,  and  composed. 

'   O  Card^ !  —Cards  l-^Cards !~   0^' 

•  Noble,  admiral^  valuable  invention  I 
so  infallibly  conducive  to  the  moral  itjir 
provement  of  the  youngs  and  to  the 
peace  and  satisfaction  of  the  old^ — 
[Wherever,  that  is,  they  are  taken  up, 
not  7i<nv  and  then  only,  for  mere  amuse-* 
ment^  once  a  month  or  sOy  but  made  a 
part  of  every  evening's  entertainment, 
eiViA  every  day's  occupation — ]  The 
young  cannot  fail  to  learn  from  it,  how 
to  look  sharp  in  time  after  the  \7nain 
chance ;  to  have  a  lively  regard  for  their 
neighbour's  pro^trty,  to  be  circumspect 
u\  all  their  dealings,  to  win  their  way, 
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if  not  by  tricks  and  stratagems,  yet  by 
^rt  and  management^  and  if  not  to  go 
straight  forward,  yet  at  least  to  shuffle 
^iccessfuUi/  tbf^'igh  U^  - 

Tlie  old  it  must  naturally  preserve 
(during  all  the  houra  dailtf  and  nightljf 
devoted  thereto,)  as  well  from  fmypmn-^ 
^ful  reflections  on  the  past,  asjrgm  any 
wcr-muviom  preparations  for  futurity  ; 
helping  ail  the  while  to  quicken  their 
hopes  of  eiermtyy  by  enabling  them  ta 
kill  Time,  at  the  very  moment  that  Time 
is  doing  all  he  can  to  kill  them.~Ji\xi  to 
return- 
In  the  country  you  must  always 
vibit  in  propria  persom ;  that  is,  you 
must  actually  go  yourselves  to  people  s 
houses; — but,  in  London,  li  your  scr^ 
vant  goes  for  you,  it  is  often  just  as  well  j 
or,  if  instead  of  making  your  appearance 
ia  person,  you  honour  your  .acquaint- 
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ance  witli  your  name  only  ou  a  card  of 
certain  dintcnsions,  it  is  no  affront,  and, 
Thinks'^ItO'^nyself\  perhaps,  quite  as. 
agreeabie  to' a  II  part  tea  f^Thh  is  a  noble 
ci^nvenience,  and  cuts  off  a  world  pf 
disquietude  and  trouble. 

It  is  no  tmcommon  case  in  Londot) 
for  a  servant  to  know  better  than  a 
lidfs  o^n  sdf  wboin  she  is  acquainted 
with;  tmd  man^.  inatmces  occur,  I 
believe,  in  which  the  whole  businfess  of 
visiting  passes  no  further  than  between 
the  footfeten- of  diff<^eiit  ftrmilics,  who 
lieving  committed  to  them  the  entire 
management  of  tlie  ti^ansfer  and  ex- 
change of  cards,  conduct  the  matter 
witli  an  ease  and  adroitness  that  does 
them  infinite  eredit^  and  no  doubt  their 
mistresses  too. 

•As  servants  of  the  present  day  are 
7«rf  unseldom  tlie  subject  of  convei^satiQn 
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among  friends  and  acquaintance^  and  as 
I  have  more  than  once  had  occasion  to 
allude  to  their  merits^  and  am  always 
anxious  to  bestow  praise  where  it  is 
strictly  due,  as  besides  there  are  few  of 
my  fellow-creatures  in  regard  to  whose 
conduct  and  demeanour  I  think  inore  to 
myself^  as  I  am  in  the  habit  of  •obsijrv- 
irtg  them  in  their  different  departmentSi . 
1  cannot  help  offering  a  few  remarks ' 
oh  that  most  amiable  class  of  per* 
son^.— 

There  is  nothing,  perhaps^  of  which 
this  age  may  more  justly  boast  than  of 
the  very  improved  state  of  these  do- 
mestic conveniences. — No  longer  dis- 
tinguished, except  in  certain  cases,  by 
any  articles  of  dreas  from  their  masters 
and  mistresses,  tliey  nobly  lift  up  their 
heads  on  high,  like  the  other  lords  and 
ladies  of  the  creation,  and  assume,  with- 
out exception,  all  the  airs^  and  grs^g^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


141 

and  manners  of  their  employers,  which 
m,^es  a  gay  world  of  it  from  top  to 
bottom. 

Instead  of  giving  any  body  the  trour 
ble  of  hiring  them^  in  the  old-fashione^ 
w  ay,  their  only  mode  of  coming  intp 
service  now  is,  to  hire  themselves :— 
they  wait  not  to  be  asked,  what  //f^J/ 
can  doy  but  ingenuously  tell  you  at  once 
what  they  won't  do;  and,.if  upon  trial, 
tiiey  should  happen  to  suit  their  em- 
ployers .  ever  so  well,  yet  if  their  em- 
ployers do  not  exactly  suit  theniy  they 
avoid  all  disagreement  by  withdrawing 
at  once. 

Formerly,  if  a  servant  came  into  ser- 
vice in  his  teens>  he  would  do  his  best 
to  continue  in  the  same  service  'till  his 
dotage. — There  was  no  getting  rid  of 
^  him : — he  clung  to  his  master  or  mis- 
tress like  ivy  to  an  oak  tree :  but  now 
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ihey  are  for  ever  going  and  coming, 
which  has  introduced  such  an  agreeable 
variety  into  tliis  department  of  life,  that 
there  is  no  saying  how  many  new  faces 
one  master  or  one  mistress  maysee  in 
the  course  of  a  year. — All  the  dullness 
and  monotony  of  a  joint  interest  and 
mutual  attachment  are  quite  at  an  end ; 
no    master  need  ever  be   encumbered  . 
long  with  the  same  servant,  because  no 
servant  will  long  consent  pow-a-days  to 
live  with  the  same  master :—  let  them 
be  employed    by  whoni  they  will,   let 
them  be  indulged,   coaxed,  pampered> 
and  cafcssed  ever  so,  yet  such  is  the 
aspiring  nature  of  their  noble  *  minds, 
that  they  must  soon  be  gone  again  to 
^*  better  themselves^'  and  who  could  have 
tlie  heart  to  stop  them  ?— •       * 

There  is  one  circumstance  rather  un- 
pleasant attending  the  perpetual  change 
of  servants.     It  is  irksome,    (to   shxf 
8 
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people  at  least  like  myself,)  to  sit  an3 
be  looked  at  during  the  hour  of  dinner 
by  a  parcel  of  strangers  around  one's 
table ;  but  this  is  easily  to  be  avoided 
in  small  parties  by  the  use  of  the  dumb^ 
waiter '^di.  sort  of  snuggery,  which  I 
confess,  for  my  own  part,  I  take  great 
delight  in,  whenever  practicable ;  for  a 
dumb  waiter  can  plainly  tell  no  secrets^ 
which  a  speaking,  one  may :  besides,  the 
dumb  waiter  I  mearf,  i^  generally  both 
deaf  and  btmd  into  the  bargain,  which, 
Thinks-I't(hinyselfy  multiplies  one's  com^ 
fort  greatly. 

Sensible  of  the  heavy  charge  they 
must  be,  in  tl>ese  most  expensive  times, 
to  those  with  whom  they  live,  modern 
servants  are  careful  to  guard  against 
waste,  by  letting  you  know,  as  distinctly 
as  they  can,  what  will  best  suit  their 
appetites,  and  what  not ;  arnd  as  they  all 
eat  pretty  hearty  as  long  as  they  have 
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fust  ivhat  they  choose  to  eaty  the  quan- 
tity of  broken  victuals  is  not  likely  to 
be  so  great,  as  if  they  were  to  leave  you 
ill  the  dark  as  to  tlieir  particular  likings 
and  dislikings:-^ this  then  is  a  modern 
accommodation  of  great  importance : — 
if  you  or  your  housekeeper  make  any 
mistake  in  providing  for  the  tables  be- 
low stairs,  immediate  mui^muring  and 
complaint  soon  sets  all  to  rights  again, 
by  letting  you  irtto  the  secret  of  the 
necessity  of  better  management. 

Their  exemption  from  taxes  and 
houshold  cares,  renders  them  most  hap- 
pily careless  and  indifferent  to  all  public 
and  private  distresses  and  calamities,  so 
that  they  fortunately  enjoy,  in  general, 
an  equal  state  of  spirits,  and  should 
any  great  national  misfortune,  or  family 
loss,  bring  sorrow  and  heaviness  into 
the  drawing-foom,  it  must  be  a  great 
blessing  and  delight  to  know,  that  you 
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have  nothing  to  do  biir  Bj^n  rtW  dsdr, 
tod  you  win  be  sure  -at  all  llhicS  to  hfebr 
the  voice  of  joy  and  gladiless  lii  tiw 
servants'  hall  and  kitchen.  *    ' 

Formerly  there  tased  to  be  great' dah- 
ger  of  confusion  in  most  households 
from  the  perfect  indifference  with  M^hifch 
every  servant  would  perform,  when  in- 
quired, every  sort  of  service:— if  the 
master  gave  but  the  word  of  command,  or 
expressed  any  sort  of  want,  none  stopped 
to  enquire  whose  place  it  was  to  obey, 
but  the  first  that  happened  to  be  witfiin 
hearing  would  be  eager  to  discharge  the 
duty  demanded  ;  and  if  more  than  ohe 
licard  his  voice,  you  might  have  sIBten 
the  jolly  footman  tumbling  in  his  eager- 
ness ovet*  the  great  fat  housekeepeiyot 
the  hoitseheeper  o^ev  tho  cook^  or /flie 
cook  over  the  otd  gvwtj  buticTy  all 
anxious  to  obey  tlie  itilpres^lve  call ; — 

VOL.  II.  H 
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4mt  wtWf  every  servant  mafkes  it  Ms 

I  h(|sihess  to  know  his  own  place  so  ex- 

•  racily,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  impossibility 
J  that  one  should  any  longer  invade  the 
;  department  of  another ; — let  the  call  be 
'  ^ever  so  loud,  or  the  emergency  ever  so 
;  pressing,  no  intreaty,    or  chiding,    no 

■    coaxing  or  commanding,  could  induce  a 
I  butler  to  consent  to  do  the  work  of  a 

•  footman^  or  a  footman  the  work  of  ^ 

•  groom,  or  a  housemaid  the  work  of  a 
i  cooky  or  a  cook  the  work  of  a  housemaid, 
\  but  every  one  will  be  found  to*  have 
(  such  an  invincible  disposition  to  pre- 
i  serve  the  «order  and  etiquette  of  thingSi 
i  ihat  the  ^smallest  irregularity,  in  this  re- 
I  spect  on  the  part  of  any  master  or  any 
i  mistress,  is  sure  to  l?e  checked  or  cor- 
\  rected  by  the  timely  advice  and  nie- 
.  mea^to,  that,  "  It  is  not  my  place  to  do 

«  and  «^"-—- This  also  is  an  invention 
of  very  modern  date* 
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There  is  one  office,  duty,  or  service, 
of  some  importance  to  the  comfort  and 
welfare  of  the  community,  which  is  now 
entirely  relinquished  and  abandoned  by 
the  whole  race  and  order  of  domestics ; 
namely,  that  of  informing  the  master  or 
mistress  of  any  disorderly  proceedings 
on  the  part  of  the  household  in  general. 
— "  ]\faam/*  says  Mrs.  Houstkeeperj 
'*  I  did  certainly  know  long  ago  that 
Dolly  the  housemaid  did  intrigue  with 
Charles  t-  e  footman^  but  I  thouglit  it 
was  not  my  business  to  interfere  f — ^ 
and  "  Sir,"  says  Mr.  Butler,  "  I  cer- 
tainly thought  that  some  silver  spoons 
were  missing,  and  that  Molly  the  dairy-- 
maid  dressed  too  fine ;  but  I  did  not 
like  to  get  anger  among  my  fellow-ser- 
'vantSy  by  making  any  piece  of  work 
about  it.*'    . 

It  used  formerly  to  be  a  matter  bf 
€imv€7iimcc  for  any  master  or  mistress 
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to  communicate  an  order  or  direction 
through  a  thi7*d  person  r — to  tell  the 
butler^  for  instqjice,  to  tell  the  coach- 
man to  wait  at  table,  or  ihefoottnan  to 
ask  the  groom  to  carry  a  letter  to  the 
post: — but  this  i^ound-about  mode  of 
communication  is  now  properly  put  an 
end  to; — Mr.  Butler  no  longer  dare 
presume  to  tell  Mr.  Coachman  to  wait 
at  table;  nor  Mr.  Charles. the  footman^ 
Mr.  Bob  the  groom  to  carry  a  letter  to 
the  post;  Mrs.  Housekeeper  to  tell  Miss 
Ilcuse-maid  to  help  her  prepare  the 
sweet-meats;  nor  the  nurse  to  ask  the 
laundry-maid  to  bring  up  little  Miss's 
dinner.  But  if  these  things  are  to  be 
done  for  the  special  accommodation  of 
the  master  and  mistress,  it  is  settled  and' 
agreed,  thfit  in  point  of  etiquette  they 
are  bound  to  deNver  the  commands 
themselves — which  is  but  paying  a  pro- 
per compliment  to  their  supremacy ; — 
and  though  resistance  may  be  often  made 
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even  to  the  commands  of  masters  and 
inistresses  themselves  in  such  cases,  yet 
one  step  at  least  in  the  disturbance  and 
discomfiture  of  families  is  by  this  means 
avoided,  while  the  honou7\  dignity^  pridCy 
and  importance  of  all  the  U7idtr  servants 
remains  inviolate — a  point  most  parti- 
cularly to  be  attended  to  in  the  present 
day,  by  all  who  wish  to  live  (with  the* 
consent  arid  permission  of  their  depen- 
dents) in  peace  and  quietness^ 

In  old  time,  every  male  servant  woro 
'  d  livery,  the  best  possible  badge  6f  his 
calling'  and  profession/ thougli  father  a 
degrading  one,  arid  thefefdre  of  course,' 
better  lai^  aside;  and  tlius  we  see,  that 
now,  none  will  wear  a  li Very  that  can. 
possibly  avoid  it ; '  and  where  livery  ser* 
vants  must  be  kept  fer  show  and  parade,, 
tbey  are  so  chosen  and  selected  as  amply 
to  compensate  ihe  casual  degradation  oi 
tlieir  harlequin  jdbkets; — ndiie  beirig^ad-- 
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tnitted  into  the  chosen  band,  but  such 
as  are  distinfruished  above  their  fellows, 
by  extraodinary  altitude  or  beauty  of 
peraon,  or  elegance  of  figure,  or  genti- 
lity of  address;  the  exterior  is  all  that 
is  attended  to,  and  they  are  generally 
hired  by  measure. 


I  cannot  pretend  to  say  whether  the 
above  improvements  are  owing  most  to 
the  masters  and  mistresses  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  or  to  the  servants  themselves: 
— perhaps  tlicy  deserve  to  share  the 
praise  between  them; — ^perhapis,  both 
have  contributed  all  they  could  to  that 
happy  change  of  manners  and  circum- 
stances, upon  which'  I  have  judged  fit  to 
congratulate  th^  public  at  large. .  . 

At  times  when  the  servaiits  of  other. 
i:ountrie8  were  judged  ta  be  notoriously 
bad,  the  wisest  heads  seem  to  have  been 
puzzled  to  know  where  exactly  to  fix 
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the  blame  ; — some  thought  the  masters^ 
were  in  fault,  and  others  the  servants  :— 
no  wonder,  therefore,  if  I  am  now 
equally  puzzled  to  know  how  to  portion* 
out  aright  the  commendations  that  may 

be  due  to  each About  thirty  years 

ago,  a  celebrated  French  writer   thus 
speaks  of  the  bad  condition  of  servants 
at  Paris,  attribitting  their  faults,  in  a' 
great  degree,  to  the  conduct  of  theip 
masters : — 

"  Servants  in  former  days^'*  says  he, 
(for  the  title  of  the  chapter  is  Nos  Grand ' 
MereSy  our  Grandmothers,)  "  made  pstri' 
of  the  family  : — they  were  treated  with 
less   civility,    but  more    affection;' oT 
which  they  being'duly  sensible,  were  in 
proportion  grateful  and  attentive; — mas- 
ters were  better  served,  and  could  de-  • 
pend  upon  them  for  a  degree  of  fidelity 
very  rare  in  these  days ;— care  was;  taken 
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tq  preserve  thweoi  alike  ftom  vice  and 

fvpnj  want ;  and,  in  return,  fpr  their  ser- 
vices aqd  obedience,  they  jrfentifully  en^ 
joyed  all  the  fruits  of  kindness  and  pro- 
tection ;--^but,  now,  servants  pass  from 
'  house  to  house,  and  froTi  place  to  place, 
perfectly  indifferent  vfh^t  master  it  is 
tliey  serve,  ajad  will  come  into  the  pre- 
sence of  the  one  they  have  just  quitt^d^ 
withopt  the  smallest  emotiQn ;— Uigy: 
^^yST..  8^t  tog^ethisr,  but  ta-fevegl:  tljs. 
secrets  tliey  have  been  in  the  way  to  dis- 
cover; apdare,  in  fac^  flp,.  better  llwa 
apjesj  ioc|,  as  they  are  w^ll.|]^c|,  mi 
«eU  fed^  ^ut^spised^  tl}$iy.p«i:pei.vQ  it  to 
bd  sp,  a»d  tjierefore  are  bpqpwQ  our 
g>jWtP«€OjeTOes:-rfpr^^^^      they  led  si 

^^^f  l^^?"*?^?^  W^  ^^^  ^^^  ^y 

wece.heldLiDi.§Qro«  ftst;?SH)  an^  regard, 
ai)4t  ffteisfofe,,thje  fjsatb&l  ^ervftut  copp- 
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i ' : 

This  author  does  not  seemto  be  quite- 
6.ware  oF  some  of  tlie* comforts  flowing 
from  the  changes  he  describes;^— ceri- 
fcainly,  his  old  masters  were  shockingly 
%infashionabIe^  thougli  his  «ea<  ones  might 
k)  somewhat  to  blame.     '  ' 

The  oilier  account  I  have  to  give,\ 
throws  the  blanie  upon  tl^€  servants : — 
the   bri|;inal '  is   iii   Latin;,    don't    be 
6-ightened,*  ladies,  it  is  Clodpole  trans- 
lates,' and  it  was  one  of  your  greatest- 
fiivourites  who  wrote  it,— ^even  the  fa-f- 
inous  Petrarcky— the   sonnetteer, — the^ 
fover  of  Lduraj — a  great  poet^  a.  great 
iover^  an^  a  great  philosopher^  and  what 
IS  more  than  alt,,  a  great  man^  fw  he 
Icept  great  company,  and,  probably,  hadr 
in  his  time  a  great  many  great  servants : 
— it  is  worth  reading,  at  all  events,  be- 
cause it  is  nearly  five  hundred  years  old,, 
and  so  good  as  servants  are  «oj»,  yoi|.  . 
would  scarce  believe  it  possible  (2%mi^v 
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I'to-n^self,)  that  they  couM  ever  have 
been  so  bad 

.    "  Seneca/'  sa;^f  he,  "  has  said  a  great 
deal  in  excuse  of  servants,  throwing  the 
whole  blame  on  their  masters,  and  he 
commends  his  friend,  LuciliuSy  for  living 
fami.iarly  with  his   domestics  :^— What 
Van  I  say? — I  do  not  like  to  dispute  the 
opinion  of  so  great  a  man,  and  yet,  I 
'  must  confess,  things  appear  to  me  quite 
otherwise : — possibly,  they  had  the  ad- 
vantage, either  of  greater  skill  and  pru- 
dence to  make  their  servants  good,  or 
better  luck  in  meeting  with  such  as  hap- 
pened to  be  good:^-^to  myself  neither  of 
these  things  ever  occurred,  though  I  have 
been  particularly  solicitous  about  both : 
—let  others,  tlierefore,  see  to  their  own 
concerns;  as  to  myself  I  cannot  praise 
what  I  have  never  known:— -to  niCf  the 
race  of  servants    is   above  all  things 
abominable,  and  I  regard  nothing  as 
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more  true  than  the  old  proverb  with 
which  Seneca  finds  fanit,  namely,  that' 
"  as  many  servants  as  you  have;  so 
many  enemies  you  have." 

"  I  do  not  pretend  to  dispute  what 
he  says  in  particular,  or  to  deny  his 
authorities;— but  whether  it  be  owing 
to  the  change  of  times,  or  mere  chance^ 
or  my  own  impatience,  I  do  declareihat^ 
I  never  yet  saw  a  good  servant^  though  i 
r  am  continually  upon  the  look-out  for  " 
them;  and  if  I  were  by  accident  ever* 
tb  meet  with  one,  I  should  beas  niuchi 
amazed,  as  if  I  had  met  a  man  with  two> 
beads*. 

"  And  lest;  any  should  be  dispoisedi 
from  what  I  say,  to  attribute  this  either/ 
to  my  particular  carelessness  or  severity,; 
I  must  protest  that.  I  have  tried  eiferyr 
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his  spryfote  mot^  /gpiliarly  than  I  have 
^m  with  wW;  i  baw  aivmd  with 
l^tn^  I  Ijftvp  fionvcrsfd  with  them,  I 
have  evea  admitted  them  tQ  my  ^<arW^  *  / 
I  have  confided  to  them  my  person  and 
»y  pi:€fiertyy  ^d  tripled  tl^ip  oq  |^ur- 
|l^etojqpa(^^  th9nij^bfiii;--but  this  my 
fHQfij^encp  in  jthem  has  never  ^n$\v<ered ; 
eypry  wf^^is^y  op  th^  contrary,  h^a  h^n 
ff^ifl^isied  fgBiinst  .mc :  i^ot  ocie  pf  my 
fl^a^ts  pfjX  b|i3  JtecQjia^  jpnw^  insoleqi 
jua  con^ie^uence  of  my  f^niiiarity,  an^l 
SgiMe^^omaiiagaabb  in  cQnse.quenq(^  of 
^  indylgencie ;  e^pd  a;s  femili^rity  has 
^/^  cwprtempA,  jso  ^(^s  iny  ijqnfiaeDce  in 
Jhem  only  made  them  thieves  :-rlelt 
JSeneca  then  say  what  he  pleases  of  his 
gervantg,  I  mosit  ^pe^J^  lyhaf  J  think 
/of  .^  .<l!?^  ^P^  oitber^s;  for  I  know  not 
l^gy  ^  if;,,  kut  jf  I  sj?e^^  the  truth  % 

"  #  iMP^r  j|ti«  »^j»:ift^:a)0  y^rp  Ago- 
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tliink  all  are  alike : — I  confess,  for  my 
own  part,  I  find  nothing  in  life  so  vexa- 
tious as  the  obstinacy  and  perverseness 
of  servants, — Other  wars  and  conten* 
tions  have  their  intervals  of  peace  and 
repose,  but  with  these  domestic  foes,  we 
must  fight  without  intermission. — I  am 
not,  however,  unmindftil"  (2'hmksl-to-' 
myself,  it  is  as  well  to  add  to  tliis,  though 
it  does  at  present  in  «a  manner  apply 
to  any  of  us^ — )"\hat  we  ought  to  leam 
to  b^r  with  patience  what  we  know  to 
have  befallen  the  greatest  and  the  best  ^ 
of  men : — even  Ulysses,  in  that  cele- 
brated aera  which  is  termed  heroical, 
among  the  other  hard  toils  and  labours 
he  sustained,  is  said  "to  have  been  sorely 
afBicted  at  the  insolence  c^  his  servants 
and  hand-maidens;  and,  in  more  mo- 
dern days,  as  report  goes,  the  Emperor 
Frederick  never  ceased,,  (living  and  dy- 
ing,)  to  complain  of  the  injuries  be  had 
sustained  firom  servants.* 

6  .;     * 
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How    happy,.    (^Iirnks-Lto-myself,) 
how  superlatively  happy   we  ought  to 
be^  that  neither  of.  the  above  accounts 
do  at  all  apply  to  the  masters^  or  mis- 
tressesi  or  servants  of  the  times   and 
country  in  which  we  live >— No: — now^ 
among  ourselves,  every  thing  is  correct 
and   comfortable;,  masters    love    theii: 
servautSj  knd  servants  their  masters; — 
mistresses  their  maidsi  and  maids  their 
mistresses; — how  much,  I  do  not  even 
attempt  ta  describe;  as  nothing  can 
exceed  the  quiet ^,submissk£y  and  civil 
obedience  of  the  present  race'  of  ser- 
vants,  their  frugality^  and   diligence^ 
their  patient  compliance  and  contented- 
ness  with  every  thing  esyoiried  them,  and 
every  thing,  provided  for  them^  so.  ao«- 
thing,  sorely,  can  ever  exceed  the  c«re 
which  modern  -  masters   have  of  their 
^roants.  interests,  both  temporal  and 
spiritual/ — in   the  words    of  aii    old: 
author)—^ 

*     ■       ■  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


159 

''  They  care. not  what  wages  they  give^ 
'^  They  care  not  what  life  'tis  they  live.'* 

See  the  Epistles  of  the  very  learned 

Grumbk'dumpsius  ; but  N.  B.  look 

sharps  or  perhaps,  you  will  not  find  it* 

When  Emily  and  myself  first  went  to 
London,  we  took  with  us  some  old- 
fashion^  servants  from  Gruifnblethorpe^ 
being  willing  rather  to  put  up  with  their 
odd  and  uncouth  ways,  than  take  a  new 
set  merely  to  please  ourselves; — as  they 
have  been  in  tlie  family  ever  since  they 
were  children,  they  wilt  probably  alf 
soon  drop  oflF  by  degrees,  and  then  we 
shall  have  a  general  reform  of  onr  whole 
household :  I  confess  ft  will  be  a  happy 
moment  for  myself,  because  then  I  may 
feel  at  literty;-^at  present,  their  con* 
tinual  concern  and  anxiety  about  my 
health  and  my  happiness,  and' the  health 
and  happiness  of  my  wife  and  chUdre]^ 
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and  the  order  and  regularity  of  my 
house,  and  the  morals  and  behaviour 
of  the  under-servants,  perfectly  prevents  • 
9;ur  doing  many  thing3,  that  are  quite 
^onjinon  in  other  families,  thou^  some- 
what contrary  to  the  laws  both  of  God 
and  man: — it  is  very  tryii^  to  live  under 
$uch  restraints ! 


s 


T^he  provoking  thing  is,  that  notwitb- 
itapding  all  their  old-fashioned' habits^ 
^nd  troublesome  anxiety  about  one's 
Jiappiness,  long  acquaintance  naturally 
produces  even  a  strong  degree  of  love 
and  esteem  for  them,  so  that  few,  I 
should  think,  could  find  ra  their  hearts 
to  turn  tiiem  adrift,  if  they  happen  hot 
to  v\  ish  Jo  depart  of  themselves  ; — the 
very  nurse  that  nursed  awe,  that  took 
me  first  from  my  ipother's  lap^  is  still 
an  inmate  of  my  house;, — though  so 
fkfflicted  with  the  rhuematism  and  a 
defect  of  ?kbt,  and  worn,  down  M'ith 

i 
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age,  as  to  be  perfectly  and  entirely 
useless,  I  have  been  weak  enough  to' 
promise  that  she  shall  have  her  run 
for  life  among  us,  and  that  1  will  de- 
posit her  remains  when  she  dies,  some 
where  near  her  old  "master  and  mis- 
tress, in  the  church-yard  at  Grumble- 
thorpe. 

Luckily  for  her,  Emily  and  my  chil- 
dren find  amusement  in  her  old  stories, 
and  I  believe,  often  encour»ge  ber  to 
talk  of  past  times,  which  is  her  greatest 
delight : — they  have  learnt  from  her,  I 
find,  the  exact  pattern  of  the  cap  and 
frock  the  C/odpole  had  on  at  his  chris- 
tening ;  who  made  the  cockade  to  denote 
my  boyhood  j  how  many  yards  of  lace 
there  were  in  it,  and  what  sort  of  lace  it 
was ; — she  remembers  the  colour  of  my 
first  pair  of  breeclies,  and  the  very  pat- 
tern of  my  buttons,  which,  by  all  ac- 
counts, appear  to  have  been  of  the  so- 
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gar-loaf  shape;  — often  do  the  tears 
trickle  doM n  her  cheeks  when  she  re- 
lates what  shocking  chilbla'ms  poor  little 
master  Bobby  had  in  the  hard  wea- 
ther, and  how  she  used  to  bathe  them, 
and  anoint  them,  and  chafe  them  ivith 
her  hands,  and  wrap  them  up  in  her 
apron  as  I  sat,  crying  and  sobbing 
upon  her  lap,  before  the  nursery  fire; 
— she  knows  exactly  how  many  nights 
she  sat  up  with  me  when  I  had  the 
measles,  and  the  small  pox,  and  when 
I  cut  my  eye  teeth;  she  can  recount, 
and.  I  believe  often  does,  all  the  pranks 
of  my  childhood,  and  boyhood,  and 
youth. 

But  she  is  in  all  her  glory  when  site ' 
describes  the  splendid  and  costly  dresses 
which  she  remembers  my  grandfather 
and  grandmother  to  have  worn ;  such 
gold  and  silver  lace^  as  broad  as  one's 
hands  !  rich  silks  that  would  have  stood 
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an  end  of  themselves!—"  Aye,"  (ste 

will  say  sometimes,)  "  things  were  very 

different  then;— Mew  vl  Duchess  might 

be  distinguished  from  a  Milk-maid,  and 

a  Duke  from  a  Valletf 'de-sham : — ^then 

the   wages  and    hire    of  servants  and. 

apprentices  were  not  all  spent  in  dress 

as  it  is  now  a  days,  but  was  sent  home , 

to  the  relief  of  their    aged" parents,  to 

prevent  their  becoming  dependent  mi^  or 

a  burthen  to  their  parishes^  or  laid  up 

for  times   of  sickness  or  want;  —  but 

who  can  wonder  that  things  are  as.  they 

are,  when  a  shoemaker's  apprentice  can 

have  the  assurance  to  dress  like  a  lord  i 

or  a  washer-woman's    daughter  like  a 

lady,  and    not  be  ashamed  of  it,  and 

their  parents   or  their  jepi ploy ers  *  be 

such  ^ools  as  to  encourage  itP—  So 

will  she    continually  run .  on,    shaking 

her  head,  and  ilifting  up  her  hands  at 

file  sad  times  and  sad  changes  she  has 
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lived  to  \^itness; — for  as  such  she  re- 
gards them. 

1  had  great  apprehensions  at  first 
that  she  would  have  been  the  occasion 
of  the  death  of  my  wife,  or  some  of  my 
children,  not  only  from  lier  over-foud 
attachment  to  thenij  but  to  certain 
ancient  nursery  prejudices.  —  When 
my  eldest  da&ijr  was  born,  though  it 
was  in  the  very  middle  of  the  month 
of  July,  she  would  have  an  eaorrnous 
fire  lighted  in  the  room,  and  a  warming 
pan  held  within  the  curtains  of  the 
bed,  whenever  tliere  was  any  necessity 
to  undraw  theto,  so  much  as  the  space 
of  two  inches,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
troducing any  supply  of  food,  or  drink, 
Qr  medicine ;  so  that  had  not  the  apo* 
tbecary  interposed  pretty  peremptorily, 
I  verily  think  both  Emily  aud  her  off- 
spring would  have  been  entirely  suffo- 
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cated :  —  then,  the  pap  she  rnkfe  fcr 
the  infant,  thick  enough'  Tor  the  spodn 
to' stand  upright  in,  was  to  bt  forced 
by  boat  fulls  into  the  tiny  stomach  oi 
the  new  born,  to  prevent  the  mnd 
getting  in;  and  when  it  had  been  in- 
troduced in  such  unmerciful  quantities, 
as  necessarily  to  occasion  a  degree  of 
distensionj  so  uneasy  as  to  throw  the 
poor  child  almost  into  convulsions, 
more  fuel  was  to  be  added  to  the  6amc, 
because  it  was  a  case  proved  in  her 
own  mind,  that  wind  had  got  in  never- 
theless, and  that  a  child  could  cry  for 
nothing  but  zoindj  and  wind  could 
come  from  nothing  but  emptiness ; — so 
that  the  more  she  kept  stuflSng,  the 
more  the  child  cried,  —  and  the  more 
the  child  cried,  the  more  she  kept  stuiF- 
jng  it. 

When,  at  last,  by  dint  of  stuffing  and 
cramming,  she  had  brought  it  to  such 
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"  m  state  of  cootinua!  sufferiog  and  con- 
tinual  crybgy  tliat  nothing  seemed 
likely  to  appease  it,  she  revealed  to  us 
this  gre*t  nursery  mystery,  mddicety 
that  Providence  had  provided  for  such 
sort  of  infantine  cryings,  but  one  only 
cui^e  in  the  whole  compass  of  the  uni- 
verse; and  that  this  one  and  only  cure 
and  remedy  was,  a  bit  of  a  young 
UOASTBD  SUCKING  PIG ! !  for  which  she 
would  have  had  of  course  a  special 
messenger  sent  out,  upon  the  fleetest 
horse  in  the  stables,  to  rumipage  and 
explore  all  the  pig-sties  in  the  country 
round. 

It  was  in  vain  that  I  tried  to  laugh 
or  to  argue  her  out  of  any  of  these  pre- 
possessions :— I  even  took  the  pains  to 
describe  to  her,  as  well  as  1  could,  the 
narrow  dimensions  of  an  infant's  sto- 
^^macl),  and  the  minnte  vessels  on  which 
all  its  nourisbnjent  depended:  —  ia  a 

g'  ■ 

Y  Digitized  by  Google 


167 

jokincr  way,  though  most  serioasly  con* 
vinced  of  its  truth,  I  used  often  to  tell 
her,  that  in  all  likelihood,  old  7mrses 
and  gossips  had  sent  more  human  crea- 
tures out  of  life  than  either  guns  or 
stoords^  plague^  pestilence^  oxfamine^  and 
that  but  for  the  blunders  and  misma- 
nagement  of  such  sort  of  good  folks, 
half,  if  not  two-thirds  of  the  infants 
that   have   perished,  would,    probably, 
have    lived  and    done    well ;  —  but   I 
might  as  well  have  talked  to  the  wind: 
—  it  generally  all  ended  in  a,  —  "  Do'nt 
tell    me,    my  dear   young    gentleman, 
of  your  halves  and   your  thirds,   and 
your  narrow  stomachs^  and  sm^ll  vessels^ 
how   should  j/02^  men    know  any-thing 
about  it? — Didn't  I  bring  up  you,  and 
yoiir  sister,  and  Master  Tommy,   and 
Miss  Jenny,  ('till  they  were  near  si.v 
months  old,)  and  should  have  brought 
up  all  the  whole  ekven,  your  mama  had^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


168 

hail  tliey  hot  turned  out  so  sickly  and 
fitty  that  there  was  no  rearing  them  any- 
how?" 

She  spoke  truly  enough,  for,  by  all 
accounts,  we  were  all  sickly  and  fitty, 
and,  I  verily  believe,  nothing  but  a  very 
accidental  strength  of  stomach  in  the 
case  of  my  sister  and  myself,  prevented 
our  going  the  way  of  the  other  nine, 
that  is  being  killed  with  kindness;-^ 
stuffed,  and  crammed^  and  coddled  out 
of  this  wicked  world  aln)ost  as  soon  as 
we  were  born  into  it. 

Much  as  I  love  and  esteem  the  good 
old  lady  herself,  and  many  qf  her  con- 
temporaries, I  cannot  but  feel  satisfied, 
that  it  will  be  a  great  blessing  to  pos- 
terity and  future  gena'ations  to  be 
born,  when,  in  the  course  of  nature, 
and  revolution    of  things,    the  whole 
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race  of  stuffers^  and  crammers^  and 
coddkrs^i  are  defunct  and  done  away 
from  the  face  of  the  earth : — I  cannot 
call  my  nine  brothers  and  sisters  back 
again,  but  I  will  take  all  the  care  I  * 
can  to  prevent  any  of  their  nephews 
and  nieces  following  them  in  the  same 
premature  manner,  by  seeing  that  they 
are  reared  in  a  way  more  evidently 
consonant  to  the  plain  dictates  of  na- 
ture; and  I  would  advise  every  body 

*  I  include  Coddlers^  not  that  I  would  have 
infants  starved  either  by  cold  or  hunger,  but 
that  I  conceive  hof^  and  soft^  and  crowded  beds, 
and  hiap$  ^ Jlannel  folded  over  their  mouths^  and 
eetrsy  and  noses^  cannot  be  oter  favourable  to 
the  due  adi^ussion  of  that  aerial  fluid  on  which 
most  of  the  functions  of  life  have  hitherto  been 
thought  to  depend  : — possibly,  also,  the  stomachy 
nnd  mouthy  and  throat,  which  often  suffer  the  direst 
evils  from  being  over*heated,  might  stand  some 
chance  of  being  a  little  cooler  and  more  comfbr* 
table  in  the  absence  of  such  over-wbelmiiig  in* 
cutnbrances. 

VOL.  II.  I 
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else  who  happens  to  feel  any  desire  to 
hate  their  children  to  live  arid  do  welly 
a  fid  to  gi^oxc  up  healthy  and  strongs  to 
do  the  same ;  that  is,  to  keep  an  eye 
upon  these  particulars,  and  to  be  careful 
that  every  infant  either  has  its  oxen  na- 
tural foody  not  prepared  by  old  nurses^ 
,  but  by  young  nurses^  that  is,  by  Pj^o- 
videncc ;  or,  if  they   be  by  ariy  invvi' 
cible   necessity   deprived  of  that  bless- 
iiigy    (nothing    less  than  invincible  ne- 
cessity should  deprive  them  of  it,)  that 
then   the   substitutes   for   that    natural 
ibod    be   as  like   it   as  possible;    thin, 
ligljt,    never   given    too  hastily,    neves 
in  too  large  quantities  at  one  time;  how 
like  to  all  this,  boats  full  of  pap  as 
thick  as  mud,  and    perhaps  as    hot  as 
j^re,   and  as   sxveet  as   syrupy   poured 
down  a  child's  throat  while  lying  fat 
upon  its  backy  spirituous  liquors^  spicvs, 
beer  J   wine^    incessant   doses    of  God- 
frey's Cardial,    Dalby^s    Carminative^ 
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&c.  &c.  &c.  are,  I  leave  every  body 
possessed  of  common  seose^  mid  hither- 
to unprejudiced,  to  judge  and  deter 
mine.  

I  have  inserted  all  this,  merely,  that 
nobody  may  grudge  the  money  they 
'Shall  have  paid  for  my  book,  because, 
though  I  believe  almost  every  physician 
iu  the  kingdom  would  now  give  the 
same  advice,  yet  not  without  a  guinea 
fee,  at  least,  half  as  much  again  as 
my  book  is  to  cost;  and  besides,  if 
any  infants  in  consequence  of  this  hint, 
should  be  saved  from  the  thrushy  or 
from  y?/^,  or  from  humour Sy  or  '  from 
painful  dentition,  so  much  crying^  and 
roarings  by  dmi  and  by  nighty  will 
infallibly  be  prevented ;  so  much  more 
peace  and  quiet,  of  course,  will  take 
place  in  every  family ;  good  mothers 
will  be  made  more  happy,  and  bad  eio- 
thers  will  be  less  teamed;  good  nurs<js 
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wiUget 'more  rest,  and  cross  nbrseS 
ivill  be  the  seldomer  provoked,  and 
every  poor  little  infant,  that  comes 
shivering  and  shaking  into  this  strange 
world  of  our's,  will  be  sure  to  have, 
hot  only  all  its  pains  land  perils  ex- 
ceedingly abridged,  but  by  giving  less 
trouble,  and  being  better  enabled  to 
inake  its  own  way,  will  stand  so  much 
tetter  a  chance  of  having  more  friends 
and  fewer  enemies,  more  good  w<^ds 
and  more  good  wishes,  than  could  ever 
be  the  case  under  the  old  stuffings  ever* 
feeding,  crying,  fretting,  dying  way 
of  going  on ;  —  add  to  all  this,  less 
physic  will  be  necessary^  and  there- 
fore less  of  the  plague  and  trouble  of 
administering  it,  and  now  judge  what 
valuable  advice  I  have,  given  you*; 
though  certainly  at  the  ex  pence  of  a 

*  By  youi  I  m^an,  at  Icttst,  all  pereons  ilready 
married,  all  that  are  gaing  to  be  marnc^y  ^h 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


173 

Jarge  digression  from  my  main  worjc^ 
— to  which  it  is  highly  necessary  now 
to  return. 

The  reader  will  easily  suppose  from 
what  I  hav€  expressed  of  our  dislike  to 
the  bustle  ^nd  i^oise  of  the  metropolis^ 
that  the  princip^il  part  of  our  time  was 
passed  at  Grumblethorpe,  esppciajly  as 
Jong  as  ipy  worthy  parents  lived. — No 
events  in  the  whole  course  of  my  life 

that  expect  to  be  married,  all  that  mean  to  be 
married^  all  ih'At' wish'  to 'be  married,  all  that 
ought  to  be  marriedi  and  all  that  have  any  in- 
fluence over  those  that  are  married: — I  scarce 
think  that'  even  professed  old  niaids  and  pro- 
fessed old  bachelors  are  quite  excluded,  because, 
I  am  confident,  ihany  of  the  latter  have  nerves 
liable  to  be  affected  by  the  cries  of  an  infant 
either  in  the  way  of  sympathj'  or  provocatioii, 
(I  hope,  mostly  of  the  former,)  and  I  verily 
believe,  half,  if  not  two-thirch  of  those  piercing, 
and  penetrating,  and  .pitiful  cries  mfght  be  pre- 
vented, not  in  great  houses  only,  birt  in  our 
cottages,  and  })oor-houses,    if  a  proper  system 
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affected  me  more  deeply  (as  I  hope 
my  readers  will  believe)  than  those 
which  bereft  me  of  my  excellent  pa«- 
rents :  —  whenever  I  had  allowed  my- 
selt  to  dwell  upon  the  painful  pros- 
pect of  their  separation,  it  had  always 
occurred  to  me,  that  which  ever  went 
Jirst^  the  other  would  not  long  survive ; 
—and  so  it  turned  out  to  be :  they  had 
lived  together  from  the  first  moment  of 

were  generally  adopted  in  regard  to  the  food^ 
mode  vijetaing^  clothing  and  management  of  in- 
fants; while  th^  grand  secret  of  such  an  im- 
provement, I  will  venture  to  say,  merely  con- 
ivists  in  causing  a  little  common  sense  to  prevail 
over  inveterate /^rf/Wice,  and  nature  over  super' 
std(on;^-A  h^rd  undertakings  I  kno\v,  but  not 
hopeless^  with  the  assistance  of  such  advice  as 
modern  practitioners  have  done  well  to  com- 
municate in  very  sensible  and  perspicuous  pub- 
lications.— As  little  tiny  infants  and  brute  beasts 
c^annot  speak  for  themselves,  Thinh-I-to -myself^ 
why  mayn*t  I  speak  for  them,  if  an  opportunity 
offer  ? 
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their  union,  in  such  a  state  of  complete 
harmony  and  agreement,  that  it  was  a 
most  obvious  conclusion  to  draw,  that 
separate  and  apart  from  each  other, 
they  could  not  possibly  exist  on  this  side  . 
the  grave. 

My  poor  mother  died  of  a  lingering 
illness,  the  foundation  of  which  was 
laid,  probably,  in  her  close  attendance 
on  my  sister,  the  third  year  after  her 
marriage,  during  a  violent  fit  of  sick- 
ness.— Nothing  could  prevent  her  sit- 
ting up  with  lier,  night  after  night, 
though  it  was  in  the  depth  of  winter^ 
txot  only  that  she  might  be  in  the  way 
to  administer  to  my  sister's  own  wantsi, 
but  that  she  might  superintend  occasi- 
onally what  was  going  on  in  the  nursery, 
where  there  were  two  young  infants  ill 
also,  whom  my  sister  could  not  bear, 
(as  is  too  commonly  the  case,)  to  leave 
entirely  to  servants. 

Digitized  by  VjGOQIC 


176 

Just  as  my  sister  began  t<r recover, 
my  mother  became  ill,  and  from  one 
failure  and  ailment  to  another,  gradu- 
ally  sunk  into  a  state  of  debility,  from 
which,  no  care,  nor  art,  nor  remedy 
could  possibly  restore  her. 

There  never  existed  a  better  motber, 
there  never  existed  a  better  wife !  —  I 
dare  not  attempt  to  draw  her  picture 
myself,  it  has  already  been  deline- 
ated by  another,  ivhose  painting  I  shall 
-adopt,  most  happy  to  avail  myself  of 
it  — 

^^  She  had  a  love  so  great  for  her  lord, 
so  entirely  given  up  to  a  dear  aflfectidnl, 
that  she  thought  the  s^me  things,  and 
loved  the  same  loves,  and  breathed 
in  his  soul,  and  lived  in  his  presence,  and 
languished  in  his  absence ;  and  all  that 
she  was,  or  did,  was  only  for,  ^nd  to, 
her  dearest  lord. 
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"  As  she  was  a  rare  wife,  so  she  was 
an  excellent  mother;  for,  in  so  tender 
a  constitution  of  spirit  as  her's  was, 
an4,  V^  so  great  a  kindness  towards  her 
.children^  there  hath  seldom  been  seen 
A  stricter  and  more  curious  care  of  their 
persons,  their  deportment,  their  nature, 
their  disposition,  their  learning,  and 
/their  customs;  and,  if  ever  kindne§3 
^and  care  did  contest,  and  make  parties 
in  her,  yet  her  care  and  her  severity 
were  ever  victorious,  and  she  knew  not 
how  to  do-  an  ill  turn  to  their  severer 
part,  Ipiy  her  more  tender  and  forward 
kindness,  and,  as  her  custom  was,  she 
turned  this  also  into  love  to  her  lord ; 
for  she  was,  not  only  diligent  to  have 
them  bred  nobly  and  •  religiously,  but 
also  was  careful  and  solicitous  that  they 
should  be  taught  'to  observe  all  the 
circumstances  and  inclinations,  the  de- 
sires ^^pd  wis.b.es  ^pf  their  fiither,  as 
thinking  that  vijrtue  to  have  no  good 
•     12"        '    '      / 
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circumstances,  which  was  not  dressed 
by  kis  copy,  and  luled  by  his  life,  and 
his  affections ;  and  her  prudence  in 
the  managing  her  children  was  so  sin- 
gular and  rare,  that  whenever  yoo 
mean  to  bless  a  family,  and  pray  a 
hearty  and  profitable  prayer  for  it,  beg 
of  God,  that  the  children  may  have  those 
excellent  things,  which  (my  mother,) 
designed  JFor  (us,)  and  provided  for  (uSy) 
in  her  heart  and  wishes ;  that  they 
may  live  in  her  purposes,  and  grow 
thither,  whither  ^he  would  fain  have 
brought  us;'*  she  was  in  short,  "in 
her  house,  a  comfort  to  her  dearest 
lord,  a  guide  to  her  children,  a  rule 
to  her  servants,  and  an  example  to 
all."— — This,  I  can  safely  say,  is  an 
exact  p6rtrait  of  my  dear  and  excellent 
mother. 

My  father,  as  a  man,  a  husband, 
and  a  parent,  wajr,  in  all  respects,  as 
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correct,  as  amiable,  and,  (I  had  almost 
said,)  as  rare  and  singular. — His  attach- 
ment to  niy  mother  was  exactly  in  pro- 
portion to  her  attachment  to  him^  and, 
in  regard  to  his  children,  the  same 
struggles  of  care  and  kindness  were 
conspicuous  in  his  whole  deportment ; 
—  when  reproof  was  necessary,  he  was 
not  backward  to  administer  it,  but  his 
love  and  kindness  were  still  so  predo- 
minant, that  it  was  plain  to  see,  that 
chiding  was  his  "  strange  woi^k.^'-r-l 
must  say,  that  neither  my  sister  nor  my- 
self gave  him  much  trouble  in  this  way ; 
— the  chief  thing  I  have  to  reproach 
myself  with,  is,  a  sort  of  inattention 
arising  from  the  disparity  of  years  be- 
tween us,  which,  1  am  sensible,  must 
at  times  have  interfered  with  his  en- 
joyments. I  would  gladly  recal  now,  if 
I  could,  many  opportunities  I  suffered 
to  pass,  of  being  more  in  his  company, 
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and  more  in  the  way  of  his  advice  and 
instFuttion:  —  I  may  mistake,  but  it 
seems  to  me,  now  he  is  gone,  as  though 
I  certainly  omitted  attentions  of  this 
kind,  which,  I  fear,  the  best  of  children 
are  liable  to  do ;  a  failing,  Cowper  has 
so  admirably  touched  in  his  Task,  that 
I  cannot  help  reminding  my  reader  of 
so  beautiful  a  passage, — 

'^  Some  fiiend  is  gone, — iperhaps — -— 
A  Father^  whose  authority,  in  show 
When  most  severe,  anc^  mustVing  all  its  force, 
Was  bitt  the  graver  countenance  of  love;— 
Whose  favour,  like  the  clouds  of  spring,  migkt 

lowr. 
And  utter  now  and  then  an  awful  voice, 
*^  But  had  a  blessing  in  its  darkest  frowa, 

Threat'ning  at  once,  and  nourishing  the  plant  ;— 
We  loved^  but  not  enough,  the  gentle  hand 
•  That  reared  us^ — at  a  thoughtless  age,  allured 
By  every  gilded  folly,  we  renounced  . 
His  sheltVing  side,  and  wilfplly  forewent 
That  converse  v^liith  we  now  in  vafin  regret. 
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How  gladly  would  the  779012  recall  to  1^ 
The  hoys  neglected  sirel  a  mother  too. 
That  softer  friend,  perhaps,  more  gladly  still;^ 
Might  he    demand    them  at    the   gates   of 
Death?" 

When  I  reflect  on  these  things,   it       ^ 
appears   to   me   one  of  the  strongest 
natural  arguments  for  the  immortality 
of  the  soul,    and  the  renewal  of  our 
earthly  relations' in  a  world  to  come,, 
that  even  where  the  greatest  possible 
attachment  subsists  between  parents  and 
their    children,    the  mere    disparity  of 
years  inevitably  prevents  that  complete 
association    of    feelings,   and   intimate    . 
.fellowship  of  heart  and  soul,  which  is 
the  cement  and  prerogative  of  all  other     J^ 
friendships;  in  a  world   to  come,    but 
no-where  else,  these  things  may  be 
to  rights,  and  such  attachments  rg^ive 
their  full  completion. 
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For  many  years  my  father  acted  as  a 
magistrate  merely  for  the  sake  of  doing 
good ;  thinking  it  possible,  as  he  used 
to  say,  that  in  a  low  degree  it  might 
give  him  opportunities  of.,  becoming  "  a 
refuge,  to  the  needy,"  "  eyes,"  perhaps, 
^'  to  the  blind,''  ''  or  feet  to  the  lame," 
and,  indeed,  this  was  the  bent  and  aim 
©f  all  his  proceedings. — While  his  per- 
sonal character  and  rank,  in  life  gave 
him  weight  with  his  higher  neighbours, 
so  that  he  could  easily,  prevent  all  op- 
pression  and  partiality,  his  strict  jus- 
tice, extreme  courtesy,  and  known  be- 
nevolence to  those  below  him,  had  the 
effect,  uf^on  all  occasions,   of  animat- 
ing the  good,  and  intimidating  the  base ; 
^ —  which    intimidation    arose,    not    so 
jT'^h  out  of  any  dread  of  his  power,  or 
,M'       *6i'   v>:  his  severity,   (for   the 
:   :.;     \.    i jdness  flowed  through 
'      :    '...:.  frq^i  the  mere  feeK 
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ing  send  persuasion  that  to  do  wrong 
Mould  disoblige  the  squire,  or  my  Lord,^ 
as  it  ran  latterly ;  he  made  a  point  of 
tiearing  every  complaint  and  every  de 
fence  with  the  utmost  temper,  patience, 
and  civility,  and  when  he  had  disco- 
vered to  the  best  of  his  apprehension 
where  the  fault  really  lay,  he  gave  sen- 
tence in  such  a  manner,  as  should  serve 
at  once  to  vindicate  the  equity,  pro- 
priety, and  necessity  of  the  law,  con- 
vince the  guilty  of  the  atrociousness 
and  folly  of  his  conduct,  and  recon- 
cile the  parties  for  the  time  to  come: 
—  my  father's  chosen  motto,  indeed, 
seemed  to  be  "  Par  cere  subjectis^  et 
debellare  superboSy'  which  I  shall  take 
leave  to  translate,  "  To  aid  the 
lowly y  and  restrain  the  promdy^  bat  I 
have  often  heard  him  say,  he  was  not 
unfrequently  puzzled ;  for  he  did 
ttot   always   find|  the  mperbi   among 
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the  ricb,   or   the  subjecti  among   the 
poor. 

His  d^atb  vyas  almost  ^udden  to  thosfe 
that  were  about  him;  —  that  he  never 
-enjoyed  himself  after  the  decease  of  my 
poor  mother,  was  evident  to  us  all,  but 
.what  he  actually  felt  and  suffered,   be 
kept  a  profound  secret  ;—^Tie  complained 
,of  nothing ;  but  it  was  yery  percepti- 
ble that  his  oy  amusements  had  lost 
all  their  attractions;    that  tin^e  hung 
.Jieavy  on  his  hand3,  and  his^  appetite 
failed;    that  lie   himself  foresaw    that 
^his  end  was  ^approaching,  I   conclude, 
from  many  conversations  he  had  with 
me,    and  from   some  particular  direc- 
tiQns.and  advice  he  seemed  more  than 
commonly  anxious  to  impress  upon  my 
mind.     A  few   hours    only'  bjrfore   he 
dipd,r  (which    happened,    at  last,  4ud- 
denly^  as  |ie  sat  in  his  ch^ir^)  he  called 
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rne  to  him,  and  formally  thanked  me  for 
xny  attention  and  kindness  to  him ; 
spoke  in  raptures  of  my  mother,  and 
expressed  a  hope  that  they  should  soon 
jmeet  again ;  —  he  exhorted  n^e  to  be 
tind  and  indulgent  when  he  was  gone  to 
all  his  tenants  and  servants: — **As  a 
2^obkman;'  said  he,  "  I  hope  you  will 
always  act  nobly, — which  is  almost  all 
I  can  say  upon  the  subject ;— degrade 
not  yourself  by  low  company,  or  low 
amusements,  yet  be  condescending;  a 
great  man  is  never  so  great  as  when  he 
stoops  to  those  who  are  only  below  hini 
in  the  accidental  circumstances  of  for- 
tune or  station  ; — endeavour  always  to 
be  reserved  without  pride,  and  familiar 
without  meanness. — As  a  Peer,  if  you 
ever  come  to  sit  in  the  House,  be  in** 
dependent;  not  vexatiously  thwarting 
and  harassing  the  Executive  at  every 
turn,  (whick  it  is  easy  for  .Am  to  da 
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who  deserves  no  place,  as  for  him 
who  scorns  to  solicit  one,)  but  pre- 
serve such  a  clear  freedom  of  opinion, 
as  may  fully  satisfy  your  own  iriihd, 
that  you  have  not  bound  }X)urself  by 
any  irrevocable  obligation  to  vote  one 
way  or  the  other: — give  no  proxy;  it 
will  be  your  privilege,  but  it  seeais  to 
me  a  mere  burlesque  upon  the  debates 
of  the  House ;  a  fair  one,  perhaps 
often,  but  not  creditable;  vote  and 
decide  for  yourself:  —  1  hope  I  need 
not  say,  be  religious ;  —  I  trust  you 
have  ever  had  such  examples  before  your 
eyes  in  this  respect,  as  may  have  made 
an  indelible  impression  upon  your  mind, 
—  yet  be  careful;  the  world  abounds 
with  snares  and  temptations; — the  more 
you  possess  in  this  world,  the  more  you 
must  have  to  account  for^  and  the  more 
you  may  have  to  lose  in  the  world  to 
come,  where  earthly  delights  and  'earthly 
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riches,  and  earthly  pretensions  will  be 
utterly  unknown." 

Tiiese  were  among  the  last  words  he 
uttered;  in  three  hours  after,  he  was 
carried  a  corpse  to  his  chamber,  and  the 
glittering  coronet,  with  all  its  dangerous 
accompaniments  and  weighty  incum- 
brances, descended  upon  my  head. 

In  looking  over  his  papers  after  his 
death,  the  following  lines  were  found, 
blotted  in  places,  and  evidently  written 
in  baste.  Being  in  his  own  hand,  and 
having  in  one  corner  of  the  paper  a  date 
corresponding  nearly  with  the  period  of 
my  mother's  death,  I  can  scarce  doubt 
but  they  were  written  upon  that  occa- 
sion, though  he  certainly  never  showed 
them  to  any  of  us,  and  does  not  appear 
to  have  even  taken  the  pains  to  write 
them  out  fair ;  on  which  account,  per- 
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haps,  I  ought  not  to  make  them  public ; 
but  I  cannot  quite  reconcile  it  to  myself 
to  suppress  them,  as  they  manifestly 
bespeak  a  most  resigned  temper  of  mind, 
under  one  of  the  sorest  calamities  inci- 
dent to  human  nature* 


i»*^##»^»##* 


How  witljput  r,uje  are  the  decrees  of  .GodI— 
How  He  chastises!— How  he  spareisthe  rod! 
Scarce  does  it  ever  seietn  that  right  prevails ; 
How  oft.  Guilt  fioumbes,  and  Virtae^iV*  / 
What  must  I  think  of  this  severe  decree^ 
Which,  thro*  the  will  of  God,  now  humbles  m  e  ? 
Am  I  to  think  Him  kiridi  who  could  destroy 
Every  fond  hope  I  had  of  lasting  joy  ? 
Am  I  to  think  Him  merciful  who  knew 
The  pangs  I  felt,  and  yet  his  aid  withdrew  ?— 
Am  I  to  think  Him  good,  who  could  ordain 
To^nnocence  and  worth,  disease  and  paia?— 
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Am  I  totlunk  Him  wise,  viho  could  witbdraMf 
The  fairest  pattern  that  the  world  e'er  saw? 
The  best  example  of  the  purest  life  ; 
Ulie  fondest  mother^  and  the  chastest  wife  ^ 
The  nuidest  mistress^  and  the  warmest  frieud  i 
Could  bring  such  virtues  to  an  early  end? 
I]e  uho  could  re- illume  the  languid  eye. 
And  liave  dtfcrr'd  at  wiij  the  parting  sigh  ? 
Have  tum*d  a^side  iht  threaten  ins  dart  of  deatb^ 
Have  help'd  the  feeble  pulse,  the  sbort'ning 

breath?      - 
Am  I  to  think  U|M  g/acious^  good,  and  kindp 
Who  saw  the  bitter  anguish  of  niy  mind. 
And  yet  alike  unmov'd  by  prayV  oi  tear. 
Tore  from  my  bosom  all  I  held  most  dear  ? 
Yes — GOOD  HE  is! ! — and  on  ihis  hope  i  live  : 
He  knows  the  scene's  unfinish'd'^HE  can  give 
In  some  superior  world  of  peace  and  bliss,     ' 
A  compensation  for  the  pains  of  this ! 
Perhaps,  the  sorrows  that  we  here  endure 
May  make  the  happiness  of  heaven  more  sure  i 
To  part  so  soon  perhaps,  whate'er  the  pain. 
May  make  it  happier  to  meet  J^aiii : 
Perhaps  the  very  stroke  tliat  caused  my  grief 
May  have  prov'd  kind  to  her,  and  brought  relief. 
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-f'm  left  to  suflFer  what  I  scarce  can  bcar^' 

She  is  in  shelter^  and  above  all  caire ! 

She  left  her  children  innocent  and  free  ; 

I  have  to  guide  them  through  life's  stormy  aea! 

She  left  me  safe ;  and^  (for  I  hid  my  woe) 

She  saw  me  look  at  ease>  and  thought  me  so; 

But  bad  she  known  my  smiles  were  all  pre« 

tence. 
Scarce  Heav'ns  high  summons  could  have  callM 

her  hence ! 
Almost^  had  she  but  seen  my  aching  heart. 
She  would  have  given  up  heav'n,  not  to  part ! 
To  comfort  me  she  would  have  fi}iunn*d  no 

pain; 
To  comfort  me  she  would  return  again ; 
But  that  she  knows,  perhaps,  my  better  doom  ; 
Sees  in  my  present  pangs «  bliss  to  come  ; 
Sees,  lor  the  chasten^d^God  reserves  the  best. 
And  for  the  heavier-laden  sweeter  rest  ! 


Some  of  the  tines  undoubfedly  do  not 
exactly  apply  to  the  period  and  eircunn- 
stafices  of  nry  mother's  deaths  so  that 
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perhaps,  after  all,  they  may  relate  to 
some  other  event ;  but  it  must  at  least 
have  been  one  extremely  similar  in  most 
points.  They  were  certainly  zcritten 
on  the  loss  of  a  beloved  wife^  and  that 
wife  a  mother  also. 

I.  shall  dwell,  however,  no  longer  on 
a  subject  so  melancholy,  but  proceed 
to  the  winding  up  of  my  family  his- 
tory.      . 

Nothing  made  me  happier  than  to 
find  that  my  marriage  with  Emilij,  was 
of  great  benefit  to  her  father  and  the 
rest  of  the  family. — ^The  singular  worth 
of  this  excellent  divine,  would,  in  all 
probability^  have  been  left  without  any 
earthly  reward^  and  he  might  have 
mouldered  away  the  rest  of  his  life  in 
the  Vicarage  of  Grumblethorpe,  had  it 
not  been  for  this  alliance  ; — this  seemed 
immediately  to  give  him  a  more  than 
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ordinary  claim  to  the  higher  appoint- 
ments ia  the  Cfmrch ;  which  jointly  or 
successively,  he  obtained,  till  he  arrived 
at  a  station  which  has  enabled  him 
to  provide  well  for  all  his  other  chil- 
dren. 

Nor  let  any  ever  pretend  to  think, 
that  because  I  happen  to  have  thus 
dwelt  upon  the  claim  of  high  alliance^ 
that  Mr.  Mandeville  had  no  other  pre- 
tensions  or  claimSy  for  I  am  bold  to  say, 
that  his  elevation,  however  obtained, 
has  been  in  no  manner  likely  to  have  the 
effect  of  excluding  or  keeping  back  any 
other  Divine  of  better  pretensions  ;  an 
event,  certainly  to  be  apprehended  in 
cases  of  this  nature,  and  which,  TTiitiks* 
I'to-myselff     (perhaps)     sometimes 

And  I  might  confidently  say,  quite 
as  much  with  regard  to  the  promotion 
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of  my  revered  Md  valuable  friend,  Mr. 
Hargrave, — who  began  to  rise  in  his 
professbn  from  the  very  moment  my 
father  became  a  Pur^  and  ucquired  an 
interest  in  the  Scotch  horough^^-^^xA 
has  obtained  excellent  preferment,  «vi« 
dently  noi  so  much  on  account  of  his 
monprvoatt  virtue  and  merits  as  because 
he  had  the  good  luck  to  be  tutor  to  one 
of  us  nobk  Clodpolea;  as  mchy  I  ac'^ 
knowledge  be  might  very  well  have  de^ 
served  it,  for  such  an  appointment  be- 
speaks talents^  at  least,  and  the  more 
Ctodrpole  the  more  labour;  —  I  njust, 
however,  confese,  that  I  am  honest  and 
public  spiiited  enoughs  feel  $anie  alarm 
upon  such  occasions;  for  there  is  such  a 
number  ef  w  nobk  Clodpoks  always 
growiiig  up,  (though  all  the  nobility  are 
not  such  Chdpoles  as  nfiyself,  Heaven 
fopbid)  but  there  are  so  mam/qfusBlto- 
gsAer,  bright  and  dun>  Whose  tutoni 
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md  ii)9tTuctOFS  hart  all  the  saYM  etaiiM 
fifid  expectations^  tisat  I  feer,  wfaatwUfe 
ilM6  nesDtr^oecmag  dftlnind  oil'  tbe  ^^- 
mtm^.  and  rmtnutgy  tod  OTgy  apfwiiBJ:: 
fneuts  of  the  cAuAch^  togetfaoar  vritii  that 

tbe  baif^^uv  modest wortti^  «iiab6taruBi9e 
merit,  and  uapratdeted  tatent^  nmy  ^afite>- 
Ji»«e^  be  overlooked  aftd  deliBitred  of 
their  fah*  rewarded 

.  The  Cfiurok  Uegiftes,  {T^inkshlrto- 
mfd€lj\).  is  e}(peeted  ts»  |my  tribtite  to 
eoer;j^  other 'pr.^es9i(my  wkbotit  teoebing 
luay  thiflg'iarettiwt;^ — to  the  State,  to 
(be  ik«»^v^tQ(  thi&  jih^j.  to  ■■  the  Navj/i^ — 
»ay,  even. tf^ the  P^ic*/ line;  fo«vi€any 
sriaik's:&i:o)ti&^r,  ^/2£i(e,  ^<7»>.  mi-w^4aWf 
Qv mpki^y,V^ifi^st  father^  or  mtf^'^  irfh 
ifh^^  happpB^  to  beccnoe  xxxap  ch^n* 

Cfit^-Ofl,     Oft    ^JlCRKXAftT    aj>    StA»^ 

or  ia  killed:!iii  th6  ooAmaod  0f.B.  r»B%i 
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MtSea^ «  0f  an  Awutr  te  tMM^td^  or 
cures,  or  pretends  t^  ewpe,  6t  isr  s«^ 
po*od  to  cinre;  a  Frinee^  ar  a  Fiey»,  <3if 
^a  PnMe\  He,  (thmk  the  r^latida>  of 
'featd  diBtingufehed  person,)'  may  feft-dh^ 
^ith=  rise  as  higii  In  the  Chmeh  as 
^ver'  faei  plea^e^,   without  any  faiPtb^r 

wV^^Ap^j!^  CI  was  i?oing  to  write  qua" 

Ji^eaffQi^  bat  you^see^  I  have -acratclied 
Jtout;  ^p^  QKihf^x  £UlQn  may  pierliaps  4o 

as<.wcJl,{a«e¥aa4^^V^/.  p^ob^//(7/2,  &c. 
.&p,  ^c,  3fqr)  ]  #S'ifa//'?,.  Deaneries  J  nay 
•/^yqn : Bisfwp^:icks  ave  Immediately  .put 
'^Ithi^iip^  re^ckp  thwgU  undoubtedly 

ihe>ir^r^.'^/?ii^  pretemlo?i^^, tonld  never 
.,bave,  clevalcjd   him  to  the   Bench    in 

JKesfiJi^tGV  JJaU^  without  ,yo;?2e  supc- 
>*ior .  Icno^f ledge  of  or  practice  in  the 
.X/ya^  ^aior  prcicured  him  the  command  of 
,^  J^'^  or  of  au  army.y  without  some 

nayiii  or  ipilitfiry  talmfs  or  services  into 
^the  bargain,  .  . 
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I  do  not  say  these  things,  mark  me, 
^ntle.  reader,  out  of  any  spite  whatso- 
-^ver  to  tl^  aristocracy,  (for  I  must,  of 
.cour$e,  be  natutally  a  friend  to  it)  nor 
merely  because  I  happened  to  marry  a 
JParswis  daughter,  but  because  I  was 
bred  up  from  a  child  to  feel  sensibly 
for  the  honour  and  cre^t  of  the  estafh 
lished  CHURCH,  and  therefore  could  not 
iielp  falling  occasionally  into  refkctiom 
t)f  this  nature,  as  upon  other  topics !  -« 
else,  as  a  Peer^  I  know  that  I  should 
do  most  wisely  to  let  things  remain 
just  exactly  -as  they  arcy  for  there  is  now 
a  great  prospect  that  my  dear  Emily 
and  myself  may  have  sevetal  little  dod- 
poles  to  pronde  for,  and  as  sinecures 
liiust  needs  be  the  fittest  things  in  the 
"woi.  i  for  such  sine  taknts,  I  might  as 
well  leave  the  Stalls,  and  Deaneries,  &c. 
&c.  &c.  &c.  &c.  Sic.  to  help  us  out  in 
the  way  of  such  fondly  accommodations, 
as  they  hitherto  have  dcme; — besides, 
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that  nem  and  then;  (to  speak  Iionestly,) 
for  the  very  credit  of  the  Church,  i 
would  heartily  wish  to  see  persons  of 
Ifigh  birth  and  distinction  preferred  ;  I 
tay  now  and  then;  but  to  retumto  my: 
textj  to  speak  ecclesiastically^ — 

Mr.  Mandeville  has  now  beenr  for 
«ome  time  (solely  as  I  believe  in  virtue 
of  my  marriage  with  JE;m(yrv)  Deari  of 

A ,  Canon  Residentiary  of  B ^ 

Prebendary  of  C — -^y  Chancellor  and 

Archdeacon  of  D' ,  besides  holding 

txvo  livings  in  (what  is  commonly  caUed) 
the  king's  Gift  1 

•  Mr,  Hargrave  I  hope  soon  to  see  a 
Biskopj  if  the  present  administration 
continue  in, — not  that  I  am  quite  sure 
that  I  shall  not  support  their  succes- 
sors if  they  should  happen  to  go  out 
—  so,  that  his.  chance  is  good  either 
way. 
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I  would  Qot  have  yw  fency,  however, 
worthy  reader,  that  I  am  pi^pared  to 
vote  with  any  Bainjster  through  thick 
and  Ihin ;— »no,  nor  yet  with  any  opposl- 
tioD  in  the  same  way. — I  do  not  like  to 
clog  the  n^'heels  of  the  Executive  Go*' 
vernment  unnecessarily  ;  there  is  always 
nmch,  much  hm^  work  to  be  done,  and 
^onubody  must  do  it,  and  whoever  doe» 
do  it)  must  have  the  patie&ce  of  Job,  at 
leafl)  to  bear  the  abuser  to  which  ^y 
^m  be  subject,  right  or  wrongs  ftsd, 
T^K^dit'Ii-io-myielf,  ofKi  mao  is  lauch  like 
fUiotber  when  once  in  office,  and  if  any 
^eat  or  ot/^-of-the-way  occurrences  coooe 
to  pass,  I  am  still  free  to  judge  for  my- 
self, ioT  place  or  pendon  I  have  none  ;— 
I  am  pledgedto  no  mob,  and  I  have  not 
one  friend  or  dependent  wlio  wishes  to  bd 
served  at  the  exjpence  of  my  integdty. 

^    I  have  not  mentioned  a  word  ^nbout 
my  introductiorr  at  Cota^t,  because  every 
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VQdy  wiUisoaoeive  it  to  have  taien  place 
as  a  matter  of  course  :— I  can  only  say^ 
I  have  never  much  frequented  that  au- 
gust assembly;  partiy  because  I  hate 
erow<ls  aod  parade,  and  partly  because 
I  never  ivished  t<^  be  considered  as  a 
mere  courtier,  —  and  as  for  gouig  to 
Court,  merely  for  geing-to-cgwi  sake^, 
so  majy.  have  found  their  way  them  q/* 
tatCy  who>  ThinkS'I-to-myselfy  were  pro* 
bably,  neither  wanted  nor  expected,  that 
Petis  and  PeeresseSy  I  should  thkAs^tf' 
might  well  have  leave  to  stay  avrayi^i^ 
it  were  merely  to  make  room* 

<. 
I  shall,  however,  take  upon  me  to 
assert,  (though,  Thinks-I-ta-myselfy  mil- 
lions, perhaps,  of  my  fellow-subjects  may 
lie  ready  to  dispute  such  high  preten- 
sioris,)  that  whenever  I  have  had  occa^ 
sion  to  approach  the  person  of  my  Sove- 
reign, he  cpuld  not  have  had  near 
bim^.  a  more  attached  friend,  a  mqre 
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DEVOTED  SERVAKT,   Of  a  morC  LOYAL 
SUBJECT. — 

Heaven  bless  him! — May    He 

LIVE    LONG,  Al^V  MAY  He  BE  HAPPY, 
HERE  AND  HEREAFTER  * ! !  !  I !  I 

The  Regent  too  ■    ■   » 

Why,  Heaven  bless  Him  also ! 

And,  Thinki  /  to-mysctf^  since  it  is  the 
■  yk'Viy  with  Kings  and  Princes,  to  have  the 
Speeches  tbey  have  to  deliver  on  great 
and  solemn,  occasions,  prepared  to  their 
"^hands,  1  have  one  re^idy  for  our  noMe 
JP'rince,  which,  T  think,  most  people 
will  account  particularly  fit  and  suitable, 

-  *  The  date  of  the  first  publication  of  thtf 
vork  was  April,  1811,  when  the  general  aaxiety 
<)n  account  of  his  Majesty's  illness  was  at  the 
hclglit,  confident  hopes  being  at  that-  time  en- 
tertained of  his  speedy  rccoverf  and  rcstiBipti«» 
of  power. 
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when  the  time  comes  for  his  surrender-^ 
ing  up  his  present  high  and  most  im^ 
portant  trust,  into  the  hands  of  hi*  rc-r 
covered  Farerit — 


— «  There  is  your  Crovmr 
And  he  that  wears  the  Crown  imniDrtatljr, 
Long  guard  it  your's ;  if  V  afcct  it  more 
Than  as  your  Honour^  and  as  your  RcuoM%' 
Let  me  no  more  horn  this  obedience  ii0t>> 
Which  my  most  true  and  inward  dottMM  spirits 
Teacheth  this  prostrate  and  exterior  bending J^ 


I  defy  any  nainister  to  prevtdte  one 
SQore  appropriate.^-A  few  wMds^  aboufi 
say  Parlianientary  dutifs^  and  I  hav« 
clone  :*-^  I  never  spoke  while  1  was  m 
ftiember  of  the  House  of  Con>moflt,  aa4 
I  never  speak  now  in  the  Houjse  of 
Peers,  (though  I  have  for  some  tinoe  imA 
tiie  honour  q(  b^mg  one  of  the  sht^en^ 
xa  - 
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but;  vvhWe  other  members  and  other  lords 
hmre  been  speaking,  I  coafesB,  J  have 
often  thought  ^o  pi^tf  a  great  dealt 
and  almost  wondered  that  I  never  drew 
the  attention  of  some  of  the  orators  to 
the  part  I  must  have  appeared  to  be 
taking  in  the  debate : — I  have  sometimes 
itlmost  felt  03  if  some  speaker  would  sav, 
— "  4«  the  poble  Lord  there  by  thefire^ 
(pr  on  the  i>ppoMe  bmcb^  or  nea^^  the 
«00A«i0rit)  appears  to  be  TuixtKLKO.'' 
^Th»^lil?et  is,  perhaps,  I  have  generally 
been  thinkings  \viiat  none  trf  them  would 
much  like  to  confess.. 

.  Another  tbkig,  however,  wfaidi  Jbas 
tnuch  deterred  me  from  ^e(xMvtgi  istiaift 
newiy-ex^ected  Jittle  house  of  Ptariiamfi^ 
M  m  certain  city,  fov  Vfhvdi  J(getfemlly 
ipdakthg,)  i  entertain  the  highest  Ye^ 
tpe^  But  wliere,  of  late,  tbe  ^«el)tie^ 
mimA  wets  of  the  members  *of  bMh  the 
XiOiA  miA  Ootftmeod-  iioiiae,  ha?r6  Wefi 
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arraigned,  crhicised^  and  condemned^ 
Tvith  such  extreme  smerityy  rancour^ 
and  contempt^  that»  ThMs-Lto-my* 
$€if\  sura  legislating  mu9t  be  ten  timet 
easier  than  weighing  plains  or  brewing 
beer;— both  very  irnportent  callings 
at  all  times,  and  while  pudding  and  ah 
have  any  charms  and  influence,  far  mow 
likely  to  be  pofmlar  than  any  higher 
callings  or  professions  whatsoever ; — my 
hope  is,  tber^re,  tiiat  we  shall 
have  no  need  of  Courts^  and  Cui 
Councils^  and  Privy  CQuncils^  and^i 
Councils  of  the  Realm,  but  that  all  the 
business  of  ilie  nation,  and  all  the  afittirs 
ef  Europe,  may  be  far  better  settle^d  by 
.tije  Court  of  Comiwlon  Council  o$ 
the  €i.TT  of 

Envy,  hatred,  malige,  and  all  un- 

CHABITABXiENESS;  from  A Li^  SEDITION", 

PRIVY   coNSPiaACY  and  rebellion., 

&c,  &c..  &c. 

Gomra.  tray,  B.  fol.  If.  "* 
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There  is  nothing  to  which  I  have  ever 
paid  more  attention  than  to  all  cases 
of  public  or  private  grievance  submitted 
to  Parliament,  because  I  bold  it  to  be 
one  of  the  first  principles  of  our  consti- 
tution,  and  one  for  which  I  will  ever  most 
strenuously  contend,  that  the  meanest 
Mbject  has  Iei  right  to  complain  of  any 
real  injury,  and  strictly  deserves  to  be 
t)6ard;  and  that  Parliament  is  most 
^Jjnheriously  bound  to  redress  all  such 
^Hries  and  hardships  when  duly  proved 
and  made  known. 

True  it  is,  that  I  have  occasionally 
heard  cases  so  aggravated  as  to  end  in 
the  arrantest  "  Parturiunt  MontcSy* 
that  ever  could  be  conceived  :«^many.» 
mountain  of  this  kind  has  brought  forth 
scarcely  so  much  as  a  mouse,  after  such 
pangs  and  throes^  and  alarming  labours 
of  parturition^  as  would  have  led  one 
at  least  to  ekpect  some    great  Behe- 
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moth  or  Leviathan^  and  the  wowe,  and 
parade^  and  fuss  of  which  has  often 
gone  near  to  scare  me  out  of  my  wits; 
— rstiil,  I  am  for  stopping  no  mouths : 
—^aggravated  or  not  aggravated,  if 
grievances  are  but  supposed  to  exists 
I  would  have  the  case  heard  :-^when 
I  was  in  the  House  of  Commons^  there 
was  a  certain  set  of  members,  who.  were 
for  ever  entertainii^  us  i^ith  grievances^ 
and  as  the  name  of  one  of  them  itmf, 
pened  to  be  WarhU  *f  I  used  to  ^JLf 
them  my  warbkrs ;  so  sweetly  did: 
their  notes  accord  with  my  feelings; 
—but  while  I  say  this  in  their  praise, 
I  must  explicitly  declare,  that  there  is 
nothing  I  hold  in  greater  abomination, 
than  mummringf  and  grumblings  and 

*  So  full  was  tlii«  Gentlenuts's  hands  at  oiHt 
lime  of  such  sort  of  business^  tbtit  it  was  said  hy, 
nome^  (I  apprehend  only  in  jest^  that  be  actually 
kept  a  Clarke  to  collect  and  ^ppl^  him  with  n^ai*' 
terialsr  -        ''    .       .      ;   •' 
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eomplaming    for  mere    niischief-salee  ^ 
to  encite   uncieoessary  alarm,  aud.  un* 
rea6onebte  dbeootent ;  -^  eudi  peepie- 
I   hold  in   utter    abhorrence,   but  a» 
none  such  are   to    be   found  at  pre- 
seat,   I  shall  scarcely  be  uaderstood^ 
perhaps^   unless    I   i»ore   partieuiarly 
describe  the  exact  character ;  **^  about 
sevent^-tfiree  years  ago,  the  character 
seems  to  have  been   well  onderstood,^ 
'^Mfk  pertiaps,  mcrch  earlier;  for  what 
^[Hb  about  to  transcribe,  is  from  the 
emtenth  edition  of  the  work  I  t^iet 
to,   the   ds^to   o£  my  particular  copy 
bekig  nm^-^ 

**  At  first,*^  sayfr  the  author,.  **  He 
(that  i^  tJte  m^phirf^makerj)  sets  up  foi 
a  mighty  patriot,  and  pretends  a  great 
Concern  for  hi$'  cdmitry ;  then  he  de- 
scants upon  the  great  adi^antage  of  li- 
berty,  and  runs  throug)i  all  the  changes 
of  property ;  in  bis^  M'ay  be  has  a  fling. 
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at  rise  Prerogatire ;  iMid  $et8  the  subject 
above  tht  Sovereign  ;•— these  discoveriefi 
M*ofk  tipon  the  rabble,  uho  constitute 
hiw  gaardian  of  their  privileges;  they 
give  themgelves  up  to  his  conduct:,  and 
for  a  pledge  dT.  their  blind  obedience^ 
[>pesent  jaitn  ivitti  their  eyes  and  under* 
Btandiiig ;  he  is  the  only  patriot  in  the 
nation,  he  alone  Uands  in  the  gap,  and 
opposed  arbitrary  designs,  Md  preroga^ 
dve  imiovations :  tbe  Atlas,  that  sdst 
liberty  and  defendi^' >  property  aga 
state  encn'oacbinents. 


'M 


'  '^  Now  has  this  man  more  zeal  fbr 
bis  coufitry,  *oi^  more  religion,  thah^'bft 
«eighteur?— #lrot  aft  all:— bis  concei^i 
is  ii^erest,  and  his  Vdigion  mask  anti 
artifice;  his  vanity  at  court  exceeded 
bis  force,  and  his  merit  of  fortune 'ke]^ 
not'  pace  Trith  Mis  ambition^*  the  ^^ftfl 
blew  in  hiij  tcctii,*ai!id  now  he  tacte 
about  and  makes  for  a  Reptflblic:-^ 
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now  thesis  popular  men,  these  men  of 
applause,  have  two-thirds  of  a  traitor ; 
and  I  take  it  for  a  general  rule,  that 
he  is :  no  good  siibject  who  runa  aw^ 
iK\i\i  the  heart  of  the  vulgar,  their  in- 
leliectuab  are  tooi  weak,  oc  their  pas- 
sions too  stroi^  to  distif^isb  truth:" 
r— so  far  the  book  of  1738 :— I  fihall 
only  say,  Caoeat  Auditor,  therefore, — • 
let  him  that  hath  eai^  to^  hear,  canti* 
^^  nml  CQWplaints  from  the  ^ame  ntoutk^ 
.^  jmd  nothing  but  complaints  from  year's 
pid  to  year's  end^  ^ewai^e^  for  Tkinksr 
l-to^myself,  "  He  that  seeks  perfection 
i>u  earthy  leftves  notbing  new  for  the 
liaiats  to  find  in  Jieaven;  for  whilst 
men  teach,  there  wiU  be  mistakes  ia 
Divinity,  and  as  lodg  as  no  other  go- 
vern, errors  in  the  State ;  —therefore, 
be  not  over-licarish  after  change,  lest 
^you  muddy  your  pr«ent  felicity  with 
a  future  gir^t'^r  and  naore  sharp  incoiv- 
venienoe**^       . 
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With  one  eye  upon  these  hazardi^ 
and  the  other  upon  the  imperfections 
incident  to  all  human  undertakings,  I 
ever  most  conscientiously  apply  my  best 
efEjrts  and  influence,  to  rectify  and 
amelioratq  whatever  appears  to  me 
really  capable  of  rectification  and  ame- 
lioration, without  exciting  or  foment- 
ing a  greater  spirit  of  discontent  and 
uneasiness,  than  the  real  state  of  the 
case,  after  all  fair  allowances,  shall 
seem  to  w^arrant—Clodpole  as  I  am^^ 
I  am  not  so  blind  or  stupid  as  never 
to  see  any  thing  that  wants  mending 
or  putting  to  rights  in  the  great  vessel 
of  the  state,  but  knowing  the  extreme, 
delicacy  and  beauty  of  the  machinery 
on  which  all  its  movements,  and  aU 
its  advantages  depend,  Thinks^'4Q  . 
myself]  Heaven  forbid  that  any  yerj^ 
rough  or  inexpert  hands  should  ever 
be  entrusted  with  its  repair  or  reno- 
vation 1 
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'^  Tliee^'-^aativ^    nook    of    Eardi ;— thoii^ 

sqiieez'd 
By  public  exigence  ^tiU  annual  food 
Fails  for  the  craving  hunger  of  the  Statc^ 
Thee  I  account  still  happy,  and  the  chief 
TVmong  the  nations,  seeing  thou  art  free ; 
And  being  free,  I  tovte  lhe€ ;  for  the  ukm 
Of  that  one  feature  can  be  n'ell  content^ 
Dii^rbM  as  thou  hast  been,  poor  as  thou  ar^ 
To  seek  so  sublunary  rest  beside." 


.»^»^#»ij>i^ 


And  noWj^  I  have  fairly  brought  my 
narrative  to  aa  end  ;  {Thinks'Lto-my- 
self  J  fao^'  gbd  you  will  all  be  to  hear 
it  0  \fy  however,  any-body  should  wish 
to  know  more  about  m$y  as  for  instance^ 
the  very  year  when  I  succeeded  to  the 
title,  how  many  cbildrea  I  have,  hovr 
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old'  I  aia  «ic>Hv  5rt  wbat  street  I  live, 
&c,  ^Gu  let  them  look  to  tbe  list  of 
Scotch  Peers  in  the  rerf.boo^  ooder  K, 
or  into  any  of  tl>e  Peeia^es  under  titl^ 
KilgaHinock:,  and,  of  course,  Aeyvill 
find  all  these  paiticalars  at  full  length; 
and  if.  tliey  should  have  heads  clear 
enough  to  make  out  what  relation  I 
am  to  the  first  Earl  of  Tay-and-Tumbk^ 
I  will  freely  acknowledge  them  to  b^ 
much  cleverer  than  I  ev«  pretend  t^ 
be. 

What^  for  instance,  will  they  make 
of  the  foUowiiig  siring  of  parentheses 
which  occur  in  the  very  middle  of  my 
grand  pedigree?  (which  Johrif  son  of 
the  said  Janies,  by  his  third  wife,  Brid* 
getina^  daughter  and  co*heir^i»8  of 
Archibald  JFraz^r,  cousin-gerfl^n  to 
Smofty  iburth  Earl  Of  Taj/^nd-Ti^mUc^ 
ID  .virtueK  q£  his  desreot  in  a  rigki 
Urn,  &wnuMar^fl;rw,,gi*»d^aughter  of 
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O^Briatf  the  second  Earl,  wnich  Mar- 
garet, (who  died  in  childbed  of  her 
thirteenth  child,)  was  wife  to  Sir  David 
Carnagicj  of  Camagicy  in  the  County 
of  Clackmaman,  Knight,  second  son  of 
Montgomery  CarnagiCy  of  Kincardin,  by 
Dorothea  Eliza,  daughter  of  John  Gor- 
ioHy  ^rl  of  Ttdtibumkiny  and  niece 
to  th^Rrst  Lord  Baldonemorc,  some* 
time  grand-huntsman  to  King  Mai* 
eolm  1 1.). (from  whom  are  descended 
the  Baldonemores  of  Craigraddock  in 
Kincardistine,)  by  whom  she  had  Jvce 
daughters  and  seven  sons,  videlicetf 
Clotilda,  (married  to  the  Lord  die  Nithes- 
daky)  who  died,  leaving  issue,  Charles, 
(married  to  Eleanoray  grand-daughter 
to  Roberty  fifth  Earl  of  Belgarvy,) 
Robert,  and  Alice,— ^Mary,— Isabella, 
— ^Jemima,  (who  all  died  young,)  Aune, 
(married  first>  Sir  David  Bruce  of  Fi/i- 
g;asky  secondly^  Constantine  Lord  Vis^ 
count  Jjockmaben^x  by  whom  she  had 
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three  sons  and  as  many  daughters,  and 
thirdly,  a  common  Soldier  named  Dun-; 
can  Macleod,)  AleKander,  (first  Lord 
of  Strathbogt/y) ,  Charies,-r- William, — 
Patrick,— Adam, — ^James, — ^Thomas,-— 
David, — and  Cosmo, — ^^from  which  Cw- 
tno^      (who  married   Jemima,    fourth 
daughter  oiJohn^  son  of  Robert ^  Earl  of 
Taji^rondrTumbki — nephew  of  Nicode- 
nms  Baron  Kilgarnocky)  is  derived  the 
present  noble  family  of  Kilgarnocky  (who 
intermarrying,  &c«  &c*  &c.  &c»3  thaii 
isj  some  how  or  other  got  among  the 
Jkrmonis^  and  so  finally  settled  in  me^ 
the  ClodpolCj  now  head  of  all  this  illus- 
trious house; — who,  I  hope,   all  sleep 
quietly  in  Uieir  graves,  for  if  any  of 
4hem  were  to  arise,  I  am  sure  I  should 
not  know  one  of  them, 

,  la  short,  I  suppose  the  Heralds  {[now 
who  J.  am,  and  how  1  came  to  he  what 
I  au^   and  therefore  I  am  satisfied; 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^14 

othemse,  if  ihy  btmotrrs  all  depended 
an  thy  owti'  tmderstandihg  of  my  own 
de^scent  from*  my  great  aiu?estor  the  first 
Earl  of  Tay-cM'TuThbte,  I  trtfl- freely 
.  ackBOWliedge  f  shotrid  give  tip  my^  peep- 
age  at  Once^^  for  upon  \ht  fttOSTdSfigcnt 
searcti  I  can  ladier  itito*  matters^  it  rtill 
appears  to  me,  tfcat  all  nrjrdignitS^  de* 
pend,  first,'  oh  my^  father^s  ^gfeat  aunt 
RaVfeg  neithier  fattier  nor  -  niothw,  and 
Secondly,  on  niy  great  giWt  grnndmo^ 
iter's  beiAg'  btothtr  ioiher  sister,  of  one 
. bf  the  old LfytdtTay-and'Tumbles nttele's 
tbti$}ns:^— liiere  mw'  p^sibly  he  semk 
'Msprmti  zn^perpl^xii)^'  in^  thfe  43eefages 
i  h&vc  ^atrimetl,'  ^i  I  find  mdriy  &f\  fht 
tike'hhdin'^heseof'^thtr^amH^      and 
therefore   'W&o  krtows-^Tiut' tliat  other 
Peers  may  have  been*  as'  much  pwszlW 
as  myself  :~I  cpnfess,  how  my  father's 
ereaf  aunt  (5duirf'have^meftWiSfe&'  or 
mother,'  seems  tcr  me, '  as'  nesfH^  as*  can 
be,  inexf)li^afclrf,  jftt  i?a  the- owrtfer  rtainds 
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according  to  the  books ;  and  I  therefore 
feel  bound  in  honour  to  mention  it,  for 
fear  any  of  my  readers  should  think  I 
am  deceiving  them. 

On  looking  back  I  see  there  is  one 
important  matter  I  have  accidentally 
forgotten  to  mention,  viz.  that  in  a  little 
time  after  my  grand  hj/meneais,  and 
Miss  Twist's  stolen  wedding  with  young 
Muster  Dash^  poor  Mrs.  Fidget  died 
of  a  cancer  on  her  tongue  ! 

And  now,  ThinhS'Lto-myself^  I  have 
quitCj  entirely,  done. 

Gentle  Reader  !  As  you  and  I  may 
never  meet  again, 

FARE  THEE  WELL! 
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TVhen  the  public  did  me  tbe  high  honor  of 
calling  for  a  seventh  edition  of  Thinks-I^to^ 
fri^sdf,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1811, 1  judged 
it  to  te  right  and  proper  to  prepare  a  Pre^ 
f<ice  for  tha^  ediftkm,  in  which  t  might  ex- 
press my  obligations^  and  enter  into  some  ex- 
planation of.il  few  points  of  importance  to  m^. 
feelings  at  that  particular  period.  What  I 
then  foond  to  say  occnpied  mere  pages  than  I 
expected,  and  thereby  anginented  the  size  of 
jny  Jifnt  volume  beyond  its  due  proportion . 

'  To  ibe  ^ghth  edition  I  was  under  the  neces- 
/sity^fadcBog  still  more,  ^  that  now  the  $ec<md 
vdume  lodes  so ^in  and  sKmi  add  unequal  t^ 
tfae  first,  that  .lor  the-  sifte  of  my  custoniery^ 
iluit  as>  were  it  micrely  to  relieve  dieir  eyes,  and 
give  no  offence  to  tife  order  and  syoimetry  of 

VOL.  IK  L 
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their  book-cases,  I  sbould  undoubtedly  feel 
bound  to  subjoin  some  sort  of  Postscript  or 
Appendix,  to  balance  the  prefatory  matter  in 
my  first  volume,  but  as  it  happens,  I  actually 
have  something  still  to  say,  connected  immedi* 
ately  with  the  book  itself.  But  you  may  read 
it,  or  let  it  alone,  as  you  please^  Madam ;  tufk 
/>£fence  either  way. 

In  the  first  volume  of  this  'Nitdh  Editioft 
you  will  find>  not  only  the  Pfelao^  .'to  die 
seventh  edition  r€printed>  -  bnt  dial  jH-efixed 
•to  Xht  eighth  also ;  and  you;  ^iU  Ihene  seis  wh^ 
a  trick. has  been  played  you  and  me,-  in  the 
case  of  a  book  called  ''  I  say^,  my$  IT 
but  the  trick  is  still  carried  on«  '  Advertise  as 
I  Mrill^  counter  advertisements  are  immediately 
inserted  in  the  papers*  tio  inVaUdbte'mgrowni 
most  peremptory  assertions. :  <Not  long  ago  I 
found  it  to  be  indispensably  necessary  to  pub- 
lish the  following  Doticle.  X'^bunddnce  ef 
beautiful  young  ladies^  iive  or  Isix  very  ohtonea^ 
many  officers  in  the  army  and  nairy,  fevna  re* 
tired  judges>  a  sicH  prelate^  «nd  «  kunAred  cir* 
Cttlating  libnoriMis,  having,  \aeeordsng  to  in^* 
ittatipii^  aelusdly  faUen  i«tO  the  snare;)  • 
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•  ••THEAUTHOR  of  THINftS-I-TO. 
MYS£LF"stilf  finds  it  necessai^to  cautkm 
the  pubfe  ugaiflfit  (>ehig  diseeived  by  the  tx>vd 
eiitiUed  ^  I  SAYS,  SAYff  I/'  rtpeat«dly  ad- 
vertised  as,  *'  beingfrom  the  pen  of  TfuHkt*!'^ 
*'  to-myself"  An  account  at  large  of  the 
strange  attempts  made  to  mislead  the  public 
tipon  this  head  may  be  found  in  the  eightl| 
edition  of  "^  Thif^^tJt$^myself^  ndw  selling 
by  SherWood,  'N^ly  ^nkl  Jones^  Paternoster 
Row,  HfiitcliBrd  aoid  Aqfierne." 

But  as'ofteiif  as  this  appeared  I  was  immedi* 
ately  tbtt  hfn,  iiew  edition  of  the  foUowiog  co»* 
tradictory  ndtice--*- 

^  A  new  edition  corrected  ^nd  improTed, 
*'  with  thanks  to  the  public,'' &<f.  kc. 

THlNKS-IitO'MYSELFS  new  work* 
I  SAYS,  SAYS  I,  in  2  vols.  1 2mo.  &c.  The 
author  has  to  apologise  to  his  friends  and  the  pub* 
lie  in  general,  for  the  unavoidable  delay  whick 
lias  taken  place  in  this  edition,  and  begs  to  re- 
quest they  will  be  particular  in  ordering ''  I  says, 
^'  says  I/'  as  several  attempts  have  been  made 
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endeavouring  to  lead  them  a9tray>  by  asaerting 
it  fiot  to  be  from  the  pen^  of  "  Thinka-I-t^ 
^^  myHlfl'  and  for  which  he  haa  offered  a  re- 
zmrd  of  «  FIFTY  POUNDS  to  those  who 
ran  prove  it  to  the  contrary.'' 


And  4hu8  matters  stand  ^  this  moment.  I 
have  no  >other  means  left  me,  than  this^  of  ve* 
asserting  my  own  innocence.  It  is  in  vain 
that  I  plead  not  guilty  generally^  and  put 
jayself  on  the  trial  of  my  Countiy.  My  judges 
and  jury  are  not  to  be  found  in  any  ordi- 
nary court  of  justice;  they  are  dispersed  abroad; 
I  cannot  appear  before  them  personally ;  they 
;nuat  decide  according  to  such  evidence  only 
as  is  accidentally  brought  before  them,  and 
with  the  above  advertiseroent  continually  star- 
ing them  in  the  face,  you  may  guess,  gentle 
reader,  how  liable  they  are  to  be  misled,  and 
Jiow  very  much  some  of  the  witnesses  feel 
themselves  to  be  under  the  obligation  of  speak- .. 
ing  ''  the  truth,  the  WHOLE  truth,  ^KO- 
.^<  THING  BUT  the  TRUTH !"  In  facl^  I 
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happen  to  know^  that  insoitte  instscn€0  Ihavi 
been  tried  upon  die  above  evidenc^^/fS^  found 
gutlti/,  not  only  of  the  wiitkig  aj|^|KU»licaiiott 
of  ^^  I  says,  says  1/  but  of    "^^ 

SAD  FALUNGS  OFFI   v 

In  the  fabrication  of  it,  and  grievous'pecu- 
lation  in  making  so  unsettisfaetory  2l  AemunA 
on  the  pockets  of  the  public,  I  know  that  I 
have  been  pronounced  unejiitr/'  to  myself  rh 
this  my  second  appearance;  witlings  have 
triumphed  over  the  sudden  evaporation  of  mi 
spirit,  and  rivals  have  rejoiced  kt  the  manifest 
diminution  of  niy  powers. 

^  Against  the  author  himself  however,  since 
his  book  is  not  immoral  or  of  bad  tendency,  I 
must  declare  that  I  feel  no  heavy  resentment, 
only  I  think,  that  instead  of  his  proffered  re- 
•4ard  of  fifty  pouads  for  the  -discov^y  olT  such 
a  maris  nesi  as  he  proposes,  it  would  be  much 
more  handsome  and  liberal  id  him,  to  pay  into 
my  bookseliers  hands,  a  moiety  at  the  least  of 
the  iibove  sum,  or  of  his  j)roiit8,  to  reimburse 
ne  the  expences  of  the  advertisements  I  have 
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iiiflert  iii.diyerf^A6Mfvapei:3>  mid  Yflmh,  for 
vik^iX,  kiioiK,  I  jmy  Mill  t^ye  p>  repeat.  To 
lose  one's  credit,  apd  Me';  mooey  top>  upon 
sucli  an  occasion,  is  certainly  ^'  enough/  as 
the  sayingis^;!^  |o. oaakQ £k parson  swear." 

Bi|t<  sin^e  4be  iirj^  s(ppi$arftnc«  of  ^'  I  says^ 
^^says  J,T  9Mtnyi|i.0ri^.WPrk9  haye  been  pub* 
]^ed,  ifHmi^olli/L  QQWWiHd^  ia  some  way  or 
miherj  viith^tgy  boo|i:.:  4  JlM^ntioned  $ome  of 
ibese,. as  about ;to  mak^  t^eif  appearaoce^  in 
^ay  fas^  pre&cf , ;  Since  t^,  ^e;  m4  otfaers 
j^avf^.isfdi^cl  /{op  the  pre«S|  tjQ, tbe^ amount  ctf 
</ex;eii  volumes  at  th§  lefvit.  .%).  .m^pjr^  having 
actually  passed  through  my  hands* 

^  Th^  author  of  jtl^ei  h^)^  called  .V  Ji^nipo/i- 
.*'  im.Grifvanca/lhy 

i015R  WHO  TJHJSIJ^S  FQR/liJiM3EIiF, 

dttti}  which  jW.afJyertijH^i  wheftjuQ^.lastedition 
went  Jd  pi3Bi«s,  app^sMrs  only  jto ,  b^yi^ii&itated 
jm  4iti£^  <Ta  thif  iscMl^mm  (lKWfff9r«J  baye 
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Hothio^  tndre  to  aay>  thm,nmchg<md''^^^V  ^^ 
^o  Aim  I 

.  ^  jto  the  lH>Qk  it$e}f, ''  M^trQpolitm  Grievr 
.5f  ances/^  is  iiocioubteijly  bm  a  di^nvil  topic,  and 
1^'efQ.I  a  parsoa>  a  c/mco/writ^y  aa  ^om^  faav^ 
Jb^ei^  pk»ised  to,. de^omna^te  me^  jop  wiU^  I  am 
#|i|:q^  ifieadily.  auppoae^  that  in^d^okiqg.  FOR 
piyself,  I. should  be  more  Ijkel^  to  h^ve jkizj/  eye 
iipou.  pertain  J^IetropolUa^  CQcnfqrU  atid  de- 
^ghtj^j.^hicfa  shall  b^  i^amelefis.  So  tha(  with 
'|()1  $ufih  persons  at  leas|t>  I  8hall>'  I  trustj  of 
PQHi^i  9^^  ^  ^Ir^y .  a^^uUted  M  b^og  the^ 
/author  of  anysueh  WQr)c.aa  this. 

c;  "PiOjiMxt  W9rk  thirt;^pew:e4.ip  ilht^^courso 
i^ibefhsX  yeaiw  £^one^ied  ^th^^sdy  hook>  waa 
^dyeriybsed  as^ 

iANrAlfSWJER  TQ  XHINKS^IVTO-MY. 
..   SELF, 

dBntltlei-  ,^'i  iUuCqnsidei:,  of  i*/!.>  tA  Xale  if 
^t  Ys^s.-i  jJ  tino» J  iiii;  whick  ^  'Sv^Thiuka^I^to-my^ 
f  sel^7isu(iai^bia%  «oB^ered. . 
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Ne  Ma*am,  not  pardaiij  in  the  sense  yom 
apprehend ;  with  any  particuhir  bias^  that  19, 
in  mj  favour^  but  here  a.  little,  and  there  a 
little ;  in  bits  and  scraps  as  it  were ;  indeed 
the  autbcA*  had  better  have  put  impartially  eon- 
sidered,  for  he  both  praises  and  abuses  rae, 
for  which  I  like  him  the  better.  He  thinks 
fne  sadly  stupid  in  some  parts,  but  then  to  my 
comfort,  he  seems  to  wonder  at  it,  because  I 
appear  so  clever  in  others.  He  ventures  to 
declare  me,^' a  good-natured  mzn/'  yet  accuses 
me  in  one  place  of  a  most  wanton  act  of 
trutUy*  He  has  the  sense  to  discover  that  I 
am  one  that*  writes  at  random,  *'  whatever 
''  comes  uppermost,"  and  yet  supposes  me 
9tudiou$  of  inserting  many  fooleries  merely  to 
eke  out  my  book.  He  seems  to  be  all  w«nder 
and  astoni^iment  that  such  a  work  as  the  one 
^ou  have  just  been  reading,  should  ever  have 
reached  SIX  editions,  and  that  ladies  should 
have  been  detected  ''  running  from  library  to 
*'  librstTy,  crazy  to  get  hold  of  it,**  as  he  is 
pleased  to  describe  things ;  but  /  ii(yself  have 
wondered  at  this  also  over  and  over  again; 
quite  as  much  perhaps  as  even  the  author  of 
^'  I'll  Consider  of  it."    He  is  at  the  pains  to 
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evutibd  me  8gain9t^oifig.too>fir  (  be  tbidkifjtifir 
despei^iaftdy  bold  to .  attov^. .  a  SEVEN  J{| 
edition;  be  reniiidiB.nN^  fta^  SSVEN  is  a  fa^ 
number,  and  ventures  to  affirm,  that  had  I  but 
4i0fie  as  bie^own  book  reoom^ien^,  bad  I,  that 
is,  bvit4:immd€P€d  of  itj.  jL.shbuM.Mver  lia^i^ 
lisked  a  $eventh  edition ;  but  really  I  needed 
Aof  this  eautioiiv    I^  bod  0pfm4€rtd  9f  %%'  a» 
mf  printer  could  prQ|e>*be|bre  I  w^  to  pre^ 
witb  any  ^tion ;  and  as  it  bapfian^,  I  kavea^ 
%o  state,  as  ratber  a  comical  fact,  tbat  before  it 
fell  in  my  way  to  read  tbis  autbor's  kind  caufione 
and  advice,  my  seventh  .edition  was  not  only 
printed  and  publisbed^  hut  sold,  %nA  my  eight k 
edition  sent  to  tbe  press,    l  could  not  bave 
done  otherwise  ;  as  I  bad  not  then  seen  bis  book,, 
it  could  not  be  done  in,  contempt  of  hi»  pr«H 
dent  advice,  and  pfopbecies;   but  since  tbe 
world  is  so  good-naturedt  as  to  like  to  see  it** 
self  laugbed  at,  and  so  wise  as-  to  bear  with> 
patience  a  few  gentle  repfoofs>  eould  I  do- 
otherwise  than  admire  its  complacency,  an* 
feed  sucb  humours.    I  have  considered  of*/Ai> 
ninth  edition  pretty  mucb  before  I  suffered 
it  to  go  to  press«    tam.told  diedemand:wi]l 
juitiJy  it^    If  it  selb,  wll  and  good,:  *if.  npi^^ 
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alitli4>e  ntisfied.to.ti^btjair  ttpl 

bow  to  the  public  f0t  )MBt  {vman,jmiL  itdre 

to  iDjT  pristme  «M^  of  obfcnri^. 

The'>f[>Ilowiogi  ttB  fiir  at  I  cn.percme^  k  m 
torrect  cttaffogue  of  ifae-  heof  i«st  4saaigreimB9 
wd  oifchcet-qf;  which  he  accpset  i 

•  -  Incon^ties ; 
Puerilities ; 
-  .   Book^fiUing  CQntrivaace9 
and 
Sttbterfogetf 
•^Cofffsewit; 


Igooraiico 

and 
Criteltyt-^ 

To  fome  of  tbese^  I  bavejJrf^^MKSRKnisV 
fkadcd  guilty^  and  apolofpizfd  4Hr.  af^qimted 
for  them^  b  the  prefaea  to  rny  Seve^^A  editioB ; 
J^caharl;  th%toa  fit^uHH.biiD^ioGiaf  vgF 
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tjc|ya|u;es^<  &c«  f^  aQd  to  the  charge  pf '.'  coarse 

V  «l»XiI'  I  )m%  9Rfi  y^y  "^^yJy  *"^?'y^  namely, 
th^  tboiigli}  it  1973^  n^v^  inserted  with  a  view 
©^rfWJW  #m^  >!t«V?:  3*  appear  .to  taye  struck 
this  gentleman's  imagination^^d  that  qf  a  few 
others^  yet  the  moment  I  knew^  that  by  that 
Bi^e^jmssfge^  ,(for  only.  p»e  Pba^9.  of  ih%$ 
)^^  tl^mk  my  sta^s,  l\as  ever  bee^  advance^ 
f^^st  jotyjjrritings)  I  res^ly  had  excited  such 
?<te^  JiejMiasage  was  e¥|wnged,  and  I  am 
j^^\\  }m^t^en  if  ,thcaiith«r  of  \^  I'll  Consider 

Y  Qf,it>!!v  woidd  find  itjp  ,9ny  edition,  hut  tb^ 
v^  99^j  ttjat,,(by  his  <?(wp.  a^^^^ 
IP,^B<^t^j@rfart  of  lus  boc^^)  bg  happened  to 
ie|d^  At^aU  €^veiitS|.  it  is  no^.^iq  any  of  the 
f grlies}^  pr  .i^iy.of ;  t|ie  jatest  editions^  99,  that  I 
bppe  til^^dai^^ge  done  by  this  »ma\l  scrap  of 
co§rse  Vfit  ha^.at  ^ef at  4^9^  been  very,  exten* 
sive,  . 

.  Hy  ii^ofigruftie$  i^e.  qo^founded  in  some 
d^ree  jyitl^jviy  *qP*;/?^4f?^  (mfrivg^rj^es^  mA 
litsmry  subtetfugcs.  I^is^itse^msi  inpon^iious^ 
for  such  a  clever  gentleman  as  I  appear  le  be 
Vl^nUiPfiirts  9tmyji>opky  tpji;9e8iicl^  bng  un« 
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^Kiiiy  words  as  decompositions,  fermeniatiotttj^ 
sublimations,  &c.  &c.  and  ^^wby/*  says  the 
learned  critic,  ^'  betray  sueh  ueming  lack  of 
"  wit,  as  to  put  A,  B,  C,  down  to  IzzardV* 
*'  Why  not/*  says  he^  *^  put  Z?  It  would  la?e 
•^  takea  less  room,"—  ^ 

I  hovfy  with  all  humility,  and  iindi  iBe  most 
profound  submission  to  tbis  reproof.  I  calmot 
t^ut  acknowfedge  Z  would  have  taken  les^romn 
than*  i^drd*,  lo  the  fuff  extent  of  at  the  teast^ 
three  tenths  of  aor  inch  in  a  page  •f  oriy  four 
inthes  wide  and  ^Hb' Idng;  Tof^^iixtent 
1  do  acknowtedge  I  bare  in  this  instance  tres- 
passed upon  die  pockets  of  the  public,  without 
any  labdolnte 'necessity ;  and  Hi  tbe  case  of  tfie 
long  unwitty  woitls  before  mentioned>  I  am  iiso 
^'ilKhg  t^  admit,  that  1  bad  n^  other-necesntj 
for  intfodncmg  them  ^hatsoeveri  than  tbe  ab- 
solute impossibility  of  expressing  my  meaning 
without  diem»  Such  a  use  of  terms  may  not 
perhaps  be  altogether  witty,  but  I  am  apt  to 
think  the  greatest  ^rtstarrAti^  m  the  world 
would  allow  it  to  be  zme.    ' 

^  *  My  Ft^lkm  are  to  be  found  ia  tbe^e- 
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simUe  of  m;  heit/i  bve^hboured  Mfamet>  ind 
the  fepetitiDB  of  the  small  letter  r  at,d^  m&  61 
the  woi'd  *^  dcar^*  tOidenpte  tbe  veheBieii|C)r  of 
his  paMiao ;  but  axe  tfaesepufrtli'lm  after  all! 
I  a^  the  queatioii,  because  I  meant  diciB  my* 
self  for  flomethk^f  ^^wm\io:pumtitit$.-:  I 
meant  them  evidisBtly  f^juviniiiiies^mntMk 
to  the  age  and  temperament  of  my  hero^  as 
ekflcribed  in  the   bode  itaelf*     JuvemiUiei 
tbereime  they  ought  to  be^  or  I  ehoukk  havo 
&Uen  into  another  error,  aind  added  one  more 
to  the  critics  Kst  of  meongruUics.    1  kaire  this 
then  to  the  jodgmeni  of  the  reader;.  *  Though 
I  mi^  not  be  bound  ta  Wnte  likei  a.  toy  in 
this  case^  I  Was  certainly  bamd  to  Smite  like  a 
jfouth ;  like  a  silly  romantic  youth  too>.  oyer 
head  and  ears  in  love ;  and  M^hat  Reader  would 
huve  been  satit^ed-wilhi  &e  fteasuredsteps  of  a 
grate  formalist^  or  the  dull  apathy  of  a  verbal 
critic  ?  I  leave  it  to  any  passionate  lover  to  de- 
termine whether  ^  my^dear^  deag,  dear;  dear^ 
^'  dea>  de^  drrrrrr  Emily/'  fo^h  as  it  looks^ 
do^  not  seem  to  express  more  than  '^  my  deav 
^  Emily/'  akeit  and  abrupt,  and  without  feny 
tiilati^? 
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6f  fqrJoiBdHiiiipng«^.b0fore  q^eft  o^u  Lord 
BjlgaitioQb^Afedigi[Q%)£:iMi  oiaLpnimh  «ad 
4igreiiMMSiiag0Dir«L^/i:fQtti  jmm  head^ 

1  mmit  <wtef^nBj\mSar^  to  ifmi.pi9i»»it»  mj 
£tealab,<«ditioiUi  >I^  ^fiOU/lQ.  ^ak  tb# 
iBtijftdiiittioii  irf  Ijordf;K4gmi<4«fcVsC!B^«db^ 
iiiiMi»fitttti3^  I  eanlt  .toke  upom  m^  to^dedd^ 
Aisi!pi»iiit;l  know^id  vikAgmffmiL  loOMSBt  it 
ioJks  ii0ciein9y>:aiidl  JbdieFeikiinui]r:]ii«tMice9 
iiJiM  mmmredi  itO^mjOiboMtii'.  ISl.GoQsider 
f'  of  it;'  b»  not  fodnd  itxnil^Ix^iiiii^t  beH>  it 
Mi^  if  nmith^  and  fim  isjfiai>.but  ncitl  to  aQ 
riikcb  ^f^:flittrjiiid>drgfyiteo  j^A jgi^(|iiyi  rea« 

,  WidLone.of  iB}^digBet»ions^-fladjl  gnint  it  19 
9  pretty  kmg  ODe>  Uu&.authqr.  ac^ip?  ditiposed 
to  find  great  fault*  Lnean.iu  mfhatlhava 
a^id  jn  ny/seccm^.|faliui)cw  upon  >thQ  $i)bjkcl 
of  servants.  He  commiserates  theiSL  g^^ 
rally  as  '^  a  race  of  untaught  beings^  ivhose 
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^   tDlQttgb.vI.jC9tlA0t/l«m^Ltl)lJ)SJ^^ 

dkoofift  JiicilM  fac«  of  j«^  j4  S!l&«me§ii»  thip 
AiA^.y^im^  innkefii  yf|t  i,  b9£^  it  f«i|ljM>t  bt 

Hum  0911  jthejv^..oC  ma^fsj^^  j^tfcs^^ 

aM%  XlJR.v^;r90tj^bJjj,qf,#U,the.,^ 
¥[Pibiavi^  ,4ft;  d^ploj^):  mucii,,jft  iXfixifloUshljr 
gi5i5jn,.w!piprp  litde  ig\feQuirs4,.^d,  \?ss  per* 
fprii^..  JHe  discovers  .pnc)  of  npj:  "jnp<i^rtdT 
V  fies/!  )a  praisbg  o/^  aeryants^;  apfi  j^^t.dtiuip 
^e^eca,  Scjc^.tp. pr^ye  t]^at jtbej  ^wetfS.K  bad aa 
|»d  f^uld  be,  abp^e  509  jears  ago.^  ./Tb®  ^t 
iSji  t^t  ^qugb  ^rvants  might  b^ve  been  bad  ti^ 
§enefif*B  Ume^^^or  r^herjn  Pefrar^'^^far  hif 
inakes^  gi^V?i^^(9^^.  ^bpi^t  my  bpc^  in  thi^ 
flac?)  Jp<L,tboH6H  ftey^aiayjiftyft>pefl.wrw 
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^t  soBoe  cH&er  times  tiian  n&w,  ^ere  did  aa^ 
>lottb(iedIy  exitt^  m  tim^  not  Wry  diataat^  ir 
Mcex>f'  itervaixis  ib  thi^  ceuntry^  (and  in  otiier 
countries  too^  as  appem  from  my  qaotatioD  d 
the  Tableau    de    Paris  of   the    celebrated 
'itei^iier,  voLlR  J51,)  which  it Veidd  be  a 
liappniesr  t6  see  restored    Servants  nal^  given 
t6  ihax^i  'pravA  of  tiding  1<m^  in  the  same 
liiaces^  and  happy  to  live  long  with -the  same 
thsAtors.    S^ants>  Umt  80  fitf  ft6ni  eombuii^ 
against  Aeir  employed/ '(nfofUe  by  die  by", 
%irbich  the  author  of  'Til  Considep  of  k/* 
thinks  too  common  in  great  ihmiBes  to  need 
to  be  noticed  publicly)  or  fin<fing  fiiolt  ivith 
the  accommodations  provided  for  them^  wodd 
have  resent^  notfiing  more  than  wy  insult  or 
Injury,  open  or  covert,  aimed*  either  at  the  persi 
sons  or  the  Vroperty  6f  their  lonb ;  who  felt 
iprood  of  the  honor,  -  Ae  reputation,  the  pros* 
perity  and  stabifity  of  dieir  master's  iamiiy;  and 
had  no  wisllt  beyond  that,  of  sharing  all  his 
fortunes,  and  administering  to  all  his  want8» 
Sq<^  servants  there  once  were>  and  that  not  so 
long  ago  as  the  ^days  of  Seneca  or  LuciHmi 
w  even  Petrarch^  but  in  our  owtt  days,    I 
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liave  seefi  and  known  them  *,  and  have  a  d^£ 
tlierefore  to  prononpce  them  to  b^^  amot^  the 
greatest  of  earthly  ttessbgs^  to  those  whoso 

^  *  In  prMf  of  this  I  shall  now  venture  to  add  tbe  follow- 
^i^gnote.  In  my  own  family  lired  th&counterpafttf  the 
eld  nurse  described  in  my  3d  vol.  She  had  some  old* 
fasliioned  prejudices,  but  she  was  altogether  a  truly  faiths 
iul  and  attached  dependant.  I  know  not  exactly  her  age 
^ben  she  died,  but  she  ended  her  days  not  many  years  ago^ 
a  fkensioner  upon  the  family^  attme  idea  of  her  attachment 
"Ui  us  may  be  formed  from  the  following  circumstances*  I 
know  that  she  lifcd  with  my  father's  father;  and  my  fa- 
lser died  aged  70,  in  the  year  1786.  She  nursed  eleven* 
and  attended  upon  seven  of  us,  doting  tbe  whole  of  onr 
childhood  \  upon  the  marriage  of  my  eldest  sister,,  sht 
passed  into  her  family,  nursed  and  attended  upon  all  her 
childran,  and  survived  my  sistrtr.  Upon  whose  decease* 
"being  destitute  of  a  home,  and  having  lost  sight  ^f  all  her 
^wn  reladoas,  tbe  fiionly  offered  to  provide  for  htr  ia  «njr 
•way. she  chose;  tlie  utmost  of  her  wisbes  was,-  to  be  re« 
iuovetl  to  tbe  parish  where  we  had  all  been  born  and  bced» 
to  ike  there  the  remainder  of  her  days,  and  be  boriedneftr 
4lhe  family ;  all  which  took  pkce  according  to  ber  desiie* . 
.  But  to  thew  that  masters  nay  find  it  to  be  their  interest 
te  improve  this  connection,  as  well  as  lervants ;  I  shall  sub^ 
join  one  other  acconnt,  because  it  happened  so  lately  as  (q 
be  aiffloet  contemporary  with  the  publicatloft  of  Thjaks-I-tOr 
myseli;  and  might  easily  be  veniied.  Early  in  the  irear 
481 1»  a  tervant  of  my  own  died  jua  my  honse,  who  be^ 
qacathed  to  me^Kvenlhuadfed  pounds^  «ad  woQRh«v# 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


XS4 

fank  in  lift^  rendefs  ^w^  ^a  ^(iiUi&hjneDt  be* 
coinuig./uid  i^c^ssar;.  Tliere  may  be  many 
#icb  «owj  l)u(  I  fear  by  no  jfneao%  «q  many  as 
there  used  to  be* 

Biit  .inrhat  irere  xnasten  and  mistresses  in 
those  days?  generally  speaking;  much  more 
wixe  and  prudent^  and  much  less  fantastical 
ihan^in^  the.present  day«  They  were,  prouder 
ef  their  o^servants^  thaa  modem  masters  and 
mistresses  are  of  their  young  oiies.  They 
looked  for  solid  good  qualities  and  foimd  them^ 
mdx^erished  :and,  encouraged,  them  \vh^ 
fotind;  flow  too  many  look  for  auy. thing  but 
those  old-fashioned  good  qualities ;  they  had 

1^  tte  4aMr»1itd  I  aotsintorpoted  iotpitevciitil  $  h*  tef^  ms 
ifl  short  iaate  than  I  hadcw  ^paici  kin  in  wages,  and  no- 
^mg  coald  eiceed  lib  -grotitadeAiid  regard,  as  «kpres9e4 
hp^tdy  ia  the  last  mona&u  cihu  axistence. .  .1  selate  these 
tiiHigSk  to  vktw^tSb  tlMt'I  me^Dtwiio  .liara  in  what  I  bate 
iatd'of -serrants }  «nd  ^Niy«  «o  eacoarage  as  macli  -  as  po»- 
aible  the  inproyekDeiit-«f  a  cannaction.  which  must  ajwayi 
•ibsbtt*  «s  the  wwkt  |s>  'constatiited,  cbnt  which.  I  ^m  eoufi- 
d«iir,  can-  never  subsist  in  a&y.peiiectiaB»  .bat  Hihere  die 
dutiet-  bo&  0f  master  -  and*  serva<it  4va>  gprnroed  and  di* 
tected  bjr  tiie-pttrk  friaeiptea  «#  ^iltiaiiily;^«i4-e]igioQ 
^l^iaeb fegardaaliUthe  bondand the  fr^ . 
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9k  t^/wmhig  da.sAi«g^,pi»pj,  ftf  Aft4?b4ca«»J%  than 
«a  .Imnesi  a^  humifJc  oi^ ;  ^e;  ,#r« ;  more 
^xuMi8:ac,tUou9{yi4  timefi,to.}i%i?ei9iiiiitbat  will 
{opk  mil  aod  ^  ^^tp  ct;(fdjitc.it»J?u|^ic;»  than 
one  that;  win  iict  wel)  aojd j^opi^tUt  .tb^r  credit 
in  private*  And  what  wondeF^  if  this  '^  race 
^f  f^  .|iata^i|t  beings/',  a|¥,;(I|e.aij[thor  of  **  I'U 
^,^  Consider  of  it/'  calls  .th$if^<j^9Ml4  ipconsiK 
gueuce  of  these  d^niaudi^  s^u^y  <^r4l8  nKore  diaa 
characfer}  pride  ltieQise)ves  x%er#  u|]K>9  their 
fi&Wf  ^^  ^^^.  J^^ff^.i  Ms$i4n^  wMere  they 
ought  tp  be  submi^iye,  wi^  i^op^lgiff  ?Kheff 
^91  ^HS\^^  ^9  ^^  thankfuL 

,  I  would  .give  the,  y!ox\A  to  ^e^thlf  connec** 
f  ion  jut  qace  xi|gr^  upon  it»;  pr^pe^  ^pdting^ 
J[  wish  alL^serv£uits  to  b^  haj^y  ajdji  c^mforta* 
J)|^  teniporally  jind  .agiritually;,  I  .M{)9l|  them 
vfell  paid^  we^  clothe4>  w^it  f(^d;  j)ut  yejt 
(reaped .  also  ^  ac^uota|^  ^^t%?>  .9hp  have 
soulf ,  tp^  ^ye^  jui  well  ,^^^,  bodies  ^0  ^'less  ani} 
adq^^ji.  .]^t.  honesty^  sftbrie.tyj,  ciYility,; fidelity, 
£9^^  :texQ|^r>i  chastity^  ^pic|  ^ve  al}ai.i]i^lkk^M^ 
jy^mciple^  be  acf^ouutedj^  withput^  ^^^tr 
fjnovt,  the  brightest  ^Sj  i^  tj^ei^  cli^vfisfsf,  .aa4^' 
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let  tfiese  be  encouraged  and  rewarded  in  every 
way  consistent  M'ith  prudence.  Exhilarate  the 
labours  of  the  day  by  a  plentifnl  boards  and 
dismiss  them  at  night  with  Ae  greetings  of 
friendship  and  c^patily  in  joint  addresses  la 
your  common  Creator>  in  family  j>rayer. 

Could  I  hnt  address  servants  themselves^ 
10 1  .here  address  the  masters  and  mistresses  of 
this  great  nation^  I  would  say  to  them^  submit 
not  to  be  made  the  mere  puppets  of  a  raree 
show*  Offer  yourselves  as  friends  to  your  em* 
ployers>  rather  thsm  the  mere  supports  of  their 
pageantry.  Tell  them  you  wish  more  to  have 
your  souls  saved^  than  your  bodies  pampered ; 
your  virtues  r^spected^  than  your  persons 
admired  i  and  that  if  they  have  no  value  for 
honest^j  pietj,  sobriety^  and  fidelity^  as  para^ 
mount  to  every  tlni^  else^  you  had  rather  de» 
cline  their  service.  Would  but  all  masters  a^ 
as  true  Christians  oiught  to  do  tOTiwds  thek 
servants^  and  all  servants  in  like  manner  to^ 
.wards  their  masters^  this  life  would  be  rid  of 
UKHie  than  half  of  its  greatest  discomfitures  and 
Texations^  and  we  might  all  hope  not  only  to 
Uvo  more  harmoniously  togedier  here^  bat  to 
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meet  again  hereafter,  in  such  ameliorated  (rif^ 
cumstancesj  as  must  conduce  to  the  joy  and 
happiness  and  satisfaction  of  all  parties.  A 
servant  is  not  a  son>  but  he  is  a  part  of  your  fa« 
mily ;  a  master  is  not  a  father,  but  he  i$  entitled 
to  your  reverence  and  obedience.  Why 
should  it  not.be  every  senrant's  determinalimi 
to  study  his  masters  willj  and  why  should  not 
every  naaster  seek  to  oblun  his  servant's  just 
esteem  and  regard?  Do  not  overlodc  thei« 
faults,  but  encourage  and  revvard  their  virtues^ 
Above  all  do  not  set  them  ill  examples. 

I  feel  an  inclination  to  thank  the  mithor  of 
^^  ril  Gonuder  of  it,"  for  giving  me  an  oppor« 
tqnity  of  explaining  myself  somewhpit  at  large 
upon  this  head ;  it  is  a  part  of  my  book  I 
should  be  sorry  to  have  misunderstood.  It 
has  been  looked  upon,!  know,  as  so  rnere^, 
digression*  that  some  have  declined  to  read  it» 
and  ethers  that  hatfe  read  it^  hsLVtrfoiaUy  mis^ 
taken  Us  intent.  My  book,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  is  at  best  but  a  fable/  Some  have  di»* 
covered  its  moral  at  first  sight ;  some  reqiiire,  :I 
find,  to  have  it  drawn  out  at  length  for  themt 
The  -quick  readers  please  me  best>  yet  the  slow 
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shall  be  ircconiindditfed  to  ihe  utniost  'of  thy 
power. .  I  ^nnot^deitake  to  make  tho^  who 
are  not  liui&oiirisbi  kA  hamour,  but  I  trust  I 
can  ddbnd'lM'inohdiijrimd^^desilgn  of  every 
part  of' inj bbbkf  defiberatel^'tb  give  offence 
I  thould'ticortt^  bill  n^'fo  succeed  ib  some  uh 
stance^  In  ^vinpitfatfirfaetibif^'ikthe  Ibt/of  all 
audiori.    I  tised^  tof  wondetrMow  the  Kble 
which  i^'idtogethei^ 'b^t  one  mall  hodilc/  codld 
possibly  tie 'uAd^irstcbVf  in'^^  fnany  different 
ways>l61ip|>ear^tt>  Be!  tfae'trase  ;'tl^e'  cbilimentSj 
however^  B)pMt  'xAf  6 wh  tnin^e¥y  inifingi^  bate 
clearly  convinced  me^  that  to  read  is  one  thingj 
W  t^  ^iid4rsbtnd^  ili  another;  ind  tbut  the 
theas  I  Q^citM  mf&te]  df  '""Quicqidd  recipitdr/ 
&c.  d^y  bi^t  h'^Ip'ud^  to  an  imderstatrdois^  of 
Ihe  coriitnoir'cbiiite^'of^  things.    Bht  1  Tiav^ 
been-gttive  lAh^tndugb;'  M  ns  ttow'refmtito 
lighter  teatters/f8rbiith^  I  trust;  \t1iat  follows^ 
Botwithiitandbg  tfab'iiatlirfe  of  the'chtifges^  will 
fuUj  appcai'to^bfe; '•••'• 

•;   .    .A      i  ■  .  • » •  i 

•  The  last  two  chHi^es  brdugfit^agafnst  ine  by 
t^eauthorof*<f''111  Con^ettrf  if/*  are  thdse 
of  ignorance  titrd  ^mtettff^-^I  'am  happy  to'  say 
Aey  are  sikigie  chains ;  om  itstatnce  <of  igQ<y- 
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ratice^  m&  one  of  femeltyj  «i«  itWtiti^ost  h'i» 
has  found  in  the  cfompaii«  6f  kny  tWo  volumes. 
I  shaH  notice  both:  ais  they  oeeur ;  Md  fim  its  to 
the  charge  ofignefumci^I^ynll  knoM^  that  I  am 
igkiorantof  nmny  iMflg8>  I  <mgfat  itltberp^hap^ 
to^ycfmoitthmgs^.  iN>thaeI  ana  liot  ^sposed 
to  combat  thii  charge  getK^alty;^  I  pleaSj 
guii^ty tb igncmin<!e/biitfio(>to^€riidtjr.* -I  pl^d 
guilty  ^ei^k  t&  fb^  pai^tlcttlai''  clmgt  bf  i^ol 
raate/lA  this  cato  addVj^e<Nl'|  t  ^  aektfOM^I^dge^ 
mA(^tf  iddfeMti<»i«i(l4iili]li}t^^^  ia  tbgard 
ia»  L^  KiigarDoekV;dWl6l^li5  (Ae  ca^i^  iili 
sifit^d^c^piditr  by'  fbt^  IttMed  ifti^)'!  Biay  Wi 
blunder^^^aud  spc^eell  %ir<mintly  and  imabi^ntli 
fically  of  those  diseases  of  the  lower  extreU 
nities.  To  counteract  the  eflfect  of  mj  own 
dubiesii  a8id^>d^K:t«f^  ttc^otogicd  predl^^  I 
ASsak  it  my  duty  tc^  snAjoia  ait  lengthy  th«  aftil^^ 
iisefnl^  amd  scientific ^ronaiks  'of.  the  "autbor 
(tftbis  Attswerib^f  11utilc»-tto-»iya^I£:'V 

''  This  old  nqrs^  ^mtaamfi^'hfki  KiH 
^  gamock's  chiiMainif, :  tli«it  mditi^B(^y, 
f^.  which  it  was  Titfydilikely|i0  should bdiiii 
'^  sadly^ictediividk'aa  be!  described  ;b«uig:> 
^  SKB  he  tells  u^  in- the  first  Toldme^  a  Verjf 

a 
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^'  sickly  cliiM^  rivays  kept  quiet  and  vrnnn^  im 
'^  doubt^  wkh  bb  mother.  Such  dhildren 
f^  ficwce  ever  have  clylUakis ;  il  is  the  robust 
f f  child^  or  the  poor.  manV  bere^footed  boj^  that 
f*  wades  thrpiig^  sno^^  aiid  is  seldom  at  the 
f'  fijre  till  after  iaxk^  then  incautiously  puts  bis 
^*  feet  )o  that  opposite  element^^  and.  the  next 
^  niofniiq;  aiain  encounters  the  inclemency 
'^  of  the  weatfier^  or  the  fauogid  and  penettat- 
ff  ilDg  diaw;  but  master  Bobby»  atvaya  cos* 
^  seted,:  and  a|niott  ti^lQibis  violb6r*8  apron 
^*  striqgj  was.  Het  lib^y  to  :be  so  vielently 
^f  afflicted'  wi|h  tbi^  cKngre^a^le/^onqilaiiit,  as 
^'  be  mak^  bis  nurse  desoribe."   NsL  HI.  p. 

■ .  '  •...;.•  t.  •  ^./:  •.-:•..  •  ^  . 
.  As  4lus  author  <|^iolct  me  diipleir  and  Mrse^ 
)iM:  W^^ohuneiand  p«|^^  aooorAnp  to  all  the 
•re^dar  fom'l  olcritietsm;  Icimnot  help  ob> 
serviilgy  as  aooie.'  sort  of  defence,  against  the 
above  charge^  that  if  he  would  but  do  me  the 
hoAot  lofc^mpals^vjeU  {.p.;7i)iof  iny  book, 
yaej^  voL  Ilr])^.  USi  pmi$i«^il^ihii§.lie8t.peb^ 
Ue  sp^tad^  that  be  .may  ^eee  deafeer.than 
common,,  he  wiU^  pr^boJbl^tb^  a(ble  to  makeout^ 
that  though  master  Bobby  is  despfilited^tp  l^y^ 
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bcen^  to  a  certain  degcte,  sickly,  lie  was  stronger 
in  some  respects  than  the  rest  of  the  family; 
so  that  perhaps  he  luight  not  be  altogether  too 
\ieak  for  chilblains^  after  all.     Critics  ought  to 
look  into  every  crack  and  comer  of  the  books 
they  criticize^  for  fear  of  any  sUch  lurking  inu- 
eiuioes  as  these,  that  may  invalidate  their  ar%. 
guments.      1  am  however^    not  unwilling  to . 
confess  tlie  exact  truth  ;  namely,  that  I  reaUy. 
did  not  take  time^  when  I  was  writing  my  tiook^ 
to  consider,  whether  master  Bobby's  chilblains 
were  natural  or  prxter-natural ;  were  they  th#. 
former^  according  to  the  author  of  ^  I'll  Con* ' 
'^  sider  of  it,"  they  must  have  been  a  sort  of 
I^lsus  natura,  and  therefore  very  curious;  were 
they  the  latter^  it  evidently  tends  to  raise  our  ideas 
of  tlie  extraordinary  character  of  my  hero^  and 
to  induce  a  belief^  that  he  was^  as  all  heroes 
ought  to  be,  something  very  much  out  of  the. 
common  way. 

I  have  still  to  notice  the  alarming  charge  of 
cruelti/  advanced  against  me,  and  lo !  and  be- 
hold !  here  it  is^  in  all  its  hideoujLfeatures. 

^'  Lord  Kilgarnock/'  it  seems, ''  iu  the  con- 

VOL,  II.  M 
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^  ctusibii  of  Thrnks-T-te-myscIf,  is  happy  wiA 
'^  his  Emily  and  his  children ;  why  then, 
^'  though  only  in  fiction^  punish  poor  Mrs 
*'  Fidget  so  severely  f*  ^  For,  **  there  is  no 
*'  proportion  between  a  little  country  scandal, 
'^  or  village  gossiping,  and  a  c»icer  on  the 
*'  toftgue,  a  malady  the  most  dreadftd  of  all  in 
**  the  whole  catalogue  of  miseries  f  FU  Con- 
sider of  ity  vol.  III«  pp.  1,  2j  and  p.  130. 

The  unfortunate  passage  alluded  to,  is 
jbdgedj  by  the  author  of  *•  I'll  Consider  of  it," 
to  be  a  plain  proof  of  my  cruelty ;  but  the 
critical  reviewer,  I  well  remember,  accounts  it 
a  most  absurd  attempt  at  humour!  humour 
and  cruelty!— What  a  black  heart  I  must  h^ve 
to  be  cruel  and  humourooa  at  the  same  time! 
When  I  see  such  strange  things  attributed  to 
me,  I  am  almost  tempted  to  cry  out  viith  Job, 
*'  O  that  mine  adversary  had  written  a  book.'' 
The  flain  history  of  the  Imsiness,  to  the  best 
of  my  belief,  is  this,  (and  possibly  many  would 
give  me  credit  for  it  without  this  explanation) 
I  do  not  thinhithat  when  I  penned  that  passage, 
I  thought  at  all  about  the  proportions  alluded 
%o;  I  might  be  thinking  of  Mrs.  Fidget's  ton* 
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jnenttf  of  a  cafi€er*  I  wav  oiriy  desiarous  to  xanr 
j^ess  the  foUowing  btief  reeolleetions  on  the 
minds  of  my  reMknH  As  every  Mrs.  Fidget 
in  Che  world  must  die,  kt  them  take  ciire  of 
fbeir  tsngms  while  Ibey  live.  I  do  not  wisb 
to  intlict  upon  them  any  nraladies  whetsoeven;. 
much  less  *^  the  most  dreadiul  of  all  in  the 
^  whole  catalogue  of  miseries !"  Heaven  for- 
bid! only^  as  I  said  before,  let  them  look  to 
their  tongues.  Had  I  merely  kwen  seeking  to 
tormeiTt  poor  Mrs.  Fidgety  her  cancer  might  atsp 
well  have  been  any  where  else>  bill  having  beefi 
placed  on  her  tongue ^  who  can  pretend  to  savj. 
that  the  continual  excitement  and  irritation  of 
over-much  talking^  gossiping,  and  scandal^  may 
not  iiave  contributed  at  least  to  determine  it  to 
that  part  ?  I  say  who  can  tell  i  and  if  by  any 
chanee,  it  should  really  ha^e  been  so,  let  all 
those  who  would  avoid  the  effect,  avoid  the 
exciting  cause,  and  they  may  be  assured  that  I 
shall  be  perfectly  satisfied ;  nay>  mtich  better 
pleased  to  have  all  their  toi^nes,  pure,  perfect, 
and  uncontaminated,  than  exposed  to  any 
maladies  or  infirmities  whatsoever,  moral  or 
physical. 
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t'hftve  BOW  gone  through  aH  the  serious 
efaarges  alledged  against  me  by  the  author  of 
''  rii  Consider  of  it."  The  following  I  shall 
barely  notice^  ottt  of  respect  to  the  learned 
critic^  for  the  great  pains  he  appears  to  have 
taken  to  detect  my  blunders^  as  well  as  to  no- 
tice m;  excellencies. 

I  am  blamed  for  descnbing  a  lad  or  youth 
of  Mr.  Dermont*s  age,  vol.  I.  p.  40,  as  capable 
of  *^  hiding  behind  a  bookcase ;"  bwt  my  ex- 
pression happens  to  be  '^  in  a  jnook  by  ike 
*^  book' case!*    This  makes  some  difference*  • 

I  am  blamed-  for  representing  the  same 
young  gentleman,  who  generally  kept  his  mo- 
ther company,  as  acquainted  with  such  slang 
names  as  "  old  nick,"  vol.  I.  p.  1 3.  I  beg  par- 
don for  this;  I  know  old  nick  has  a  pretty 
large  circle  of  acquaintance,  young  and  old, 
rich  and  poor;  perhaps  the  author  of  ^*  Til  Con- 
'*'  sider  of  it,"  was  not  introduced  to  him  be- 
fore he  arrived  at  the  years  of  discretion,  but 
I  believe  this  is  not  commonly  the  case,  and 
at  all  events,  better  a  little  too  soon  than  a  little 
too  late* 
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Tn  s)[>eakit)g  of  my  b6ok  in  oi>e  ca^e,  he  tatkl 
of  '^  a  motlse-like  biHh  of  a  motltitainous  la* 
'''  bour;"  I  can't  quite  understtind  what  h^ 
iDeans^  but  shall  venture  to  say  that  the  reverse 
wonld  be  precisely  applicable  to  Thinks-I^^ 
to-myseif ;  the  labour  of  it  having  been  mouse-^ 
like^  and  its  birth  mountainous.  Nothing 
could  come  out  more  quietly  than  it  did^  and 
few  things  could  make  a  greater  noise  than  it 
did,  after  it  was  once  delivered  to  the  world ;, 
much  to  my  own  astonishment  as  I  have  al# 
r>£ady  stated  more  than  once.. 

One  discovery  this  author  boasts  of  having, 
made,  which  I  am  proud  to  »eport;  he  is  con^ 
vinced  it  seems  that  I  am  an  Irishman^  from: 
the  kind-hearted  and  liberal  feeling  I  expresis 
towards  John  Bull,  vol.  H.  p.  §5.  But  he  ift 
pleased  to  add,  that  he  is  *'  sure  honest  Pat 
*'  loves  his  brother  Bull  better  than  John- 
^'  loves  him ;"  I  hope  not.  I  trust  the  regard 
is  mutual  and  reciprocal ;  John  certainly  ha»> 
got  rather  the  largest  estate,  and  may  seem  t6 
treat  Pat  sometimes  like  a  younger  brother ;. 
but  I  am  pretty  certain,  let  people  say  what 
diey  wili^  that  he  really  lovers  him.  most,  afftc^- 
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tionately^  and  wishes  te  see  him  get  forward  ia 
the  worlds  and  is  much  too  proiid  of  the  family 
conaection^  not  to  stand  by  hisi  upon  aU 
emergencies*  That  Pat  loves  a  Bull  I  pre^ 
tend  not  to  deny^  but  that  he  loves  John  Bull 
better  than  John  Bull  loves  him^  is^  I  trust 
and  believe^  a  complete  Irish  blunder. 

And  now  I  think  I  may  entirely  have  done 
with  the  author  of  ''  Til  Consider  of  it/  ex- 
cept that  I  am  desirous  of  adding  that  I  have 
read  his  book  all  through,  .(not  merely  the 
parts  applicable  to  myself,  as  he  supposes 
-vouid  hf  tlie  case^  and  that  I  am  ready  to  de* 
*  dare  that  the  principles  and  sentiments  dis« 
played  in  it,  are  such  as  do  the  author  honour, 
and  fully  reconcile  me  to  the  burthen  laid 
upon  my  shoulders,  in  the  strictures  and  par« 
tial  considerations  he  has  thought  proper  to 
bestow  upon  poor  '^  Thinks-l-to-mjselt" 

The  next  woik  I  have  to  notice  was  adve]> 
^iised  as  a 

PARODY  ON  THlNKSJ-TO-MYSELF^ 
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\rith  a  title  so  wliiinsical  that  I  Bhall  give  it  at 
length. 

''  One  Night  f  which  was  begun  ^'  one 
'^  Day/'  and  is  now  brought  to  a  conclusion 
without  being  finished;  yet  containing  some 
things  worth  beginnings  which  like  eternity, 
will  have  no  end^  amongst  others^  the  singular 
opinions  of  the  author  himself^  and  last,  not 
leasts  a  practical  illustration  of  the  act  of  pro- 
crastination/' 

Did  you  ever  hear  any  thing  like  it,  gentle 
reader  i  the  parody  on  my  book  seems  to  con- 
sist, in  this  gentleman*s  having  '^  thought-to^ 
"  himself,"  the  strangest  jumble  of  odd  and  un- 
accountable things  that  could  ever  enter  into  any 
man's  head.  Two.  pages  of^rykule  indeed 
are  bestowed  upon  my  manner^r  writing,  and 
an  arch  guess  given  at  my  name  ,*  at  the  ex- 
pence,  however,  of  a  worthy  raagisti*ate,  who  [ 
fear  may  not  like  to  be  rendered  so  conspicuous; 
except  indeed,  that  though  his  name  appears 
in  capitals,  he  need  not  be  ashamed  of  the 
character  assigned  to  him.  He  is  merely 
spoken  of  as  a  lover  of  truth;  a  tiuly  ma 
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gistf  rial  virtue,  and  no  doubt  very  justly  aftri^ 
buted  to  the  learned  gentleman  in  question. 
How  far  he  may  like  to  be  accounted  my  bro* 
ther  is  another  tiling,  ()ut  I  can  promise  him, 
that  /  have  no  objection  to  any  man*s  making 
out  tlie  relationship^  who  chooses  to  be  at  tht 
pains  to  do  it. 

My  seventh  edition  seems  to  have  set  tfih 
gentleman  about  writing,  as  was  the  case  with 
the  author  of  "  Til  Consider  of  it,"  for  thus,  the 
author  of  tliis  Parody  expresses  himself  at  the 
very  beginning  of  his  book.  ^'  And  now, 
'  when  *' Thinks-Ito-my self*  is  entering  upon 
**  its  seventh  period  of  renovation  within  the 
'*  ninth  month  of  its  birth,  surely  that  which 
'*  w  as  donfibv  the  author  of  Nubilia  may  be 
*^  done  by  ni^^ — that  is,,  why  should  not  he 
set  out  as  my  '^  cor-rival,  and  co-equal,'*  as 
Nubilia  accompanied  Goekbs  ?  1  am  sure  I 
know  no  reason  w^hy  he  should  not,  if  he 
chooses  it ;  1  only  know,,  that  I  shall  never  re- 
turn the  compliment;,  never  pretend  to  ap- 
pear in  iniblic  as  the  cor-rival  and  co-equal  of 
fto  illustrious  and  extraordinary  a  writer,  as  this 
gentleman  appears  to  be;  for  bis  book  ausw^r* 
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^o  his  tide  admirably.  It  is  almost  as  bniiitel* 
ligible,  and  altogether  as  unaccountable.  I  shall 
only  dispute  one  point  with  this  author ;  if  he 
.pretends  to*  maintain  that  all  his  (Opinions 
Atated  in  this  book  are  singular,  as  his  title 
declares^  I  cannot  grant  it.  Some  of  Jbis 
expre8sionM%re  indeed  singular  enough^  and 
hils  style  entirely  so>  but  certain  of  his 
opinionSy  on  moral,  political  and  religious  sub 
jects,  arej  I  must  insist  upon  it^  common  both 
to  him  and  to  me. 

The  last  work  I  have  to  notice^  was  aiH 
noimced  as^ 

A  COMPANION   TO  THINKS-I-TO- 
MYSELF, 


with  the  title  of  ^'  She  says  toU^^eighbour 
-^^  what  r  in  4  volumes. 

The  author  of  this  work  says  so  little  of 
Tliinks-I-to-myself,  that  /  have  very  little  t© 
say  to  him ;  only,  I  feel  bound  to  thank  him 
for  the  high  compliment  he  pays  me  at  the 
be^ning  of  his  book^  a  compliment  I  feel  the 
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mi6f%,  becsmse  it  wettns  to  to/mm  fro4^  a  q««r* 
t^  in  every  way  respectable.  The  writer 
tuih  hiniself  *^  an  old  Englishman  J*  I  like  thi» 
designation ;  \tbich^  before  I  opened  kis  book, 
•l^eiirecl  to  Me,  to  bespeak  a  coiigeBiafity  of 
teeYiHil^  and  sentimefit^  that  excited  no  soniR 
interest  fn  my  breast ;  and  the  p%^siri  of.  the 
•book  quite  answered  my  expeetatioii9.  The 
knguage  is  chaste  and  unaStected^  many  of  the 
«enliiaent8  nobte^  and  the  pvineiptesf  imroicaited^ 
excellent.  I  have  often  been  ai»ked  the  naae  of 
this  author ;  I  really  know  it  not^  but  am  very 
-fHfoud  to  have  iis  Appvobatioir  of  *^  Think^-I* 
*'  to-mvself/'  so  publicly  recorded.  It  msj 
be  a  friend  whom  I  am  commending^  or  it 
^hay  be,  as  it  appeaf*  to  be,  a  perfect  sfraag^. 
I  can  onlujay,  that  were  it  an  open  enemy,  I 
would  no^HMhe  world  say  less  of  his  book, 
than  that  iMRrested  me  greatly,  and  19  highly 
to  be  recommended  for  its  religious  sSnd  morai 
tendency. 


I  have  still  to  notice  another  incident  close* 
}y  connected  with  Thinks -I-to^myself.  In  a 
sort  of  postscript  to  the  prefece  to  rtiy  eighth 
edition,  I  observed,  that  a  song  was  said  to' be 
written,  bearing  allusion  to^my  book,  and  in- 
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^(rodiioeil  mto  aotne  of  (hu-  tbealfical  e]|cliil>i<r 
tions^  aitd  1  happjened  tP  ^^press  a  bope^  that 
it  might  be,  *^  chaste,  moral ,  and  correct*'     I 
liad  tiot  certaiiily  ibe  inQst  distant  iciea  of  €X« 
<xitiHg  aiiv  unpiea^iU  ^ejings  in  the  Ueast  o£ 
^be  author  aikd  coinpo^r  of  ^sjuch  soi)g,  who*, 
ever  li£  nii||il  be,  y«t  it  led  to  a  coiTespoiidcoce 
that  is  ftcarcelv   yet   teriniHated.     The  song 
turned  9ut  to  be  written  by  Mr.  Chatjea  Dib* 
4ia  Jun'.  of  Sadlers  WelU,  and  what  I  hud  ex^ 
pressed  in  the  way  of  hope,  he  seamed  almost 
prepared  to  resent  aa  au  imputation,    I  ho* 
Hour  him  for  it,  though  b^  mistook  fny  me^r 
ing ;  he  obtigingly  sent  m»  hk  song,  and  the 
music  of  it,  accompsiiied  with  a  letter,  that 
«U}e«  him  peculiar  credit,  and  though  1  bave 
r«ally  f«lt  myiself  «iuch  honouredJ^i:i8  su^bse- 
quent  comnuwicatioiis,  I  hav^^^pbbliged  to 
withdraw  from  ihe  correapondfliVra^er  than 
encourage  it,  scdely  on  this  ground,  that  my 
habits  of  life  preclude  me  from  taking  any  very 
active  part  in  aid  of  «ncb  good  purposes.  I  hava 
«  regard  and  respect  for  the  Dramr,  a  classi- 
cal  regard  for  it;  nay  I  may  say,  a  moral  re* 
gard  for  it ;  many  account  it  capable  of  doing 
iBttch  barm ;  hut  if  this  be  so,  it  most  be  sure* 
3 
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suppress  it^  in  such  a  country  as  this^  would  be 
a   vain   attempt;    to  regulate  it  therefore  is 
every  thing  ;  to  prevent  it  doiug  harm^  to  make 
h  do  all  the  good  that  is  possible.    A  manager 
of   a   public  theatre^  is  a  person   of    great 
responsibility ;  I  know  not  how  great.     It  gave 
me  real  pleasure  to   find    from   my   corres* 
pondence  with  Mt.'  Charles  Dibdin^  vc^unta^ 
rily  entered  into  on   his  part^^that  the  weight 
of  this  responsibility,  was  felt  in  the  faigliest 
degree  by*  himself^  as  I  am  very  confident  that 
his  only  motive  for  engaging  in  such  a  cor« 
respondence  and  continuing  it^  must  have  been 
no  other,  than  that  of  procuring  the  sanction^ 
support,    and   eiKOuragement  of    my   parti« 
cutar  seii||^ents   on   this   head,  as  a  friend 
to   moral^^^He  is  pleased  in  his  letters, 
to  call  /<i5^^Rtre,  a  minor  theatre.     Com* 
paratively    with    Drury    I^ne    and    Covent 
Garden,  it  certainly  is  so,  in  some  respects, 
and  so  far  his  modesty  is  commendable ;   but 
I  shall  ^nture  to  tell  him  here,  as  I  have 
told  him   elsew  here,  that  in  ,  other    respects, 
his  i^  n9t  a  minor  theatre,  but  perhaps,  the 
very  contrary.     The  greatest  theatre  of  this 
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country^  13,  where  John  Bull  aippei^r®  in  all 
his  5lQry ;  mo^  free,  .^jad  v*»^mbwr§ft8ed.  The 
mm^f  Pf  «Mcb  a  tWtre,  tfe^riP^^*  fc«fl 
passions  to  work  upon  that  reqiuire  th^  nic^^t 
touch.  Every  sentiment  of  feeling;  every 
4B^ptii7^»t  of  glory;  every  sf&minMsnt  of 
potriofisim  every  8ci)tintt(snt4>f  iQyf^tj/j,  Jqlm 
vfijiil  fyd^  jBecQudy  9fld  B^^ct^m  ^'iijiji  lifs 
Jojildes^  rp^rp,  jand  w^i^f^t^c^fewi^Ws  *'  >Ht 
jJa^fl  <f^/i  fed^  in  ,a  ^^d-o^ure^,  ^c^ej/e#f, 
jhappy  flij^e  pf '^pirit^,  sefiUWfiW^  of  .^  ^iffer^t 
J^ui^.  T^e  pleaspjjTfiS  of  the  botfh,  th«  de* 
}JgM<9  of  f7a»9^,  tbe  luirlyr^i^^ly  ;o/  rioto\u  fZf* 
^^iafionSf  ^e  ^pted  t^  pi;^  popr  Jo)in  io  ^ 
y<s;^r  io  la  f^QOient;  frx)m  wh^  ipi^te  tm^" 
^^mf  •d^bt  ei^sue.  Nony^  fill  the3e  engines  anfl 
^$|cljMn|?ry  are  at  the  coniEoa.ad  oft.A  fnan^ge^ 
_9jf  ^y  ^  owx  popular  tli^a^tAkiirely  .thero- 
iprp  thie  po\Ke^  #f  xliscriiniaati^p  j^nd  tfee  will 
fp  di5ciiw«^te;  in  J5uch  <;w^?,  ^re  jtaliaots  ^u^t 
dispositions  of  high^  nay,  I  may  say,  of  incalcula- 
ble impar.tapce.  I  thmk  ni^yfelf  Jboiyid^o  state 
that  my  private  correspondence  with  Mr, 
^tlf|^^s  Pibdin  emiiwes  i^l-  Ijhesi?  eP^eptui; 
Hftd  t^Mg^  I  am  little  lik^y  eWT  ^  /^Ypil  my^ 
j^f  fif  bis  objiigiqg  pffer,  I  |©e|  hjgU/^grpti^td 
voi»,  II.  N 
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and  flattered  by  the  free  admission  he  has 
granted  me  to  his  theatre,  knowing  the  very 
commendable  motives  upon  which  the  offer 
has  been  madie. 

But  I  am  obliged  to  this  gentleman  in  other 
ways-  His  song,  as  sung  by  Mr.  Grimaldi  at 
fhdlers  Wells  and  Coverit' Garden,  has  be- 
come as  popular  as  my  Novel,  and  has  received 
.thiit  marked  distinction 'of- being  transferred 
to  the  barrel  organs  that  pass  ^bout  our  streets* 
so  that  ^'  Think's-I-to^myself,**  has  been  heard 
in  all  p^rts  of  the  metropolis,  and  in  some  of 
our  most  celebrated  watering  places;  Ihave 
even  myself  had  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  it 
huhiraed,sungi  and  repeated,  as  I  have  passed 
thrmigh  ft^hteets  at  night;TOy,  a  still  greater 
honcyuf  ha^iPyn  conferreS  upon  me;  a  por- 
trait of  Mr.  Grimaldi y  has  been  exhibited  in 
the  pririt-sHops,< with  the  following  inscription, 


■  \'-' 


'^Thrnks-ttb-fnyself,  Thinks-I,*' 


!// 


the  '  biird^n  '6f  *Mr.  Bibdin's  song.  But  as 
the  ^perscrii>tiou  is  so  managed  as  to  pass  for 
a  descwjftrcmhAd- character  of  the  portrait  bc- 
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low,  I  cannot  hel  p.  Aopmg  it  will  be  considferod 
as  a  representation  oi  myself ^  and  as  it  is  quite 
as  like  ti>  me,  as  the  portrait  prefixed  to  my 
seyenth  and  eighth  editions ;  and  as  it  is  remarka- 
bly gay  and  shewy  into  the  bargain,  I  am  induced 
to  give  an  abridged  copy  of  it,  for  the  satis- 
faction of  my  purchasers ;  and,  (as  they  say  in 
Goody  two^skoes,  and  other  boolcs  of  that 
kind,)  SEE,  HERE  IT  IS  !— 

Thinks-I'to-myself^  thinks-L 
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Tti^skit  ri^ia  fnent^on^for  fear  at  misVakes, 
tiiat  I  ooimncaiiy  ttin^  my  ioies  rather  more  out; 
'iAi^B  is  nejpre^entfid  in  the  above  pktme,  and 

-tibat  n^iier  toy  {>ig-<»ii  nor  my  wliisiDeni  oiely 

4  any  means  «o  long* 

I  li^ve  noi^  .Mid  aS  I  huve  to  say  ^r^ 
pi^ettt.  1  inist  die  ft«»^  voiuiaes  are  agtio 
become  counterpoises  to  ^acb  other.  J,  km 
a  3maU '  Avvof  to .  beg  of  thos*j  ^^hp  h,ave  pa- 
tience enough  to  .read  to  the  end  of  tbis  Ap- 
pendix^ namely^  that  they  will  spare  no  pains 
in  endeavouring  to  procure  their  friends  to  burn 
all  the  former  editions  of  my  book,  and  begin 
buying  it  afresh,  since  it  is  nearly  double  in 
point  of  matter,  and  the  price  not  raised,  an 
excellent  bargain  in  these  hard  times,  and  as 
the  lottery  gj^lemen  say,  in  their  inveigling 
advertisements,  and  paragraphs,  worthy  every 
body's  consideration.  I  have  not  ventured  to 
alter  a  word  of  the  original,  notwithstanding 
all  the  criticisms  and  objections  alluded  to 
above,  because  I  have  too  great  a  respect  {of 
the  public  at  large^  to  question  the  judgmait 
they  havie  been  pleased  to  pass  upon  it,  in  tbe 
extraordinary  demand  for  so  many  editions ; 
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spite  of  all  the  '^  incongruities,**  '^  puerilities,** 
^'  childish  nonsense,"  ''  forced  wit,"  *'  infantine 
*'  simplicity/*  ^f  vulgarity,"  '^  affected  humour)** 
*•  needless  digressions,"  ''  mean  contrryances,** 
•^  bad  poetry,"  ''  cruelty  and  ignorance,"  but- 
'^  tery  and  flummery,*'  &c.  &c,  &c. ;  which  a 
few  individuals  have  fancied  they  discovered  in 
it-     I  do  not  pretend  to  place  myself  above  the 
opinion  of  any  man,  but  I  must  say  in  this 
instance,  I  feel  already  placed  by  the  public  at 
large  very  much  above  suck  criticisms  as  I 
.  have  Jjad  occasion  to  notice ;  and  am  per- 
fectly assured  from  what  has^'passed,  of  these 
two  facts,  that  what  is  wit  to  the  wittj/  is  not^ ' 
wit  to  the  dull ;  what  seems  entirely  without 
meaning  to  the  slow  of  understanding,  may 
abound  in  matter  for  those  of  picker  appre* 
hensions* 


June  % 
4813.    ' 
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Iaw  and  Q^b«rt»  FsiuUi«»St  John*!  Squaic,  UMw^- 
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